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PEKING GAZETTE 


1883. 


x*» For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Cazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under cach of these main divisions, the subjects are still further 
arranged in appropriate categories. . 


I.—COURT AFFAIRS. 


Tne Court. 





Ginseng for His Majesty ............ anaie sbi erase madwaced nen Jan, 7. 
Ceremonies on New Year's Day... ... oo. cccccceceeceeeeecee cee nee Jan, 
Precepts of Tung Chih—rewards to officers engaged in 

publishing 0... cece cee ccec eee eecseeeee eee eeeeeeneenee Jan, 14. 
Works on the Classics presented to His Majesty .. a. dan, TA 
Prince ‘Tun, thanks for sable robe ................ ... Jan, 17. 

Do. of Su, do. bestowal of button on his so: Jan, 18. 

Recovery to Empress—rewards to physicians ............... Jan. 26. 
Prince Kung, authographic inscription presented by 

Bin pres: i.05.5.0.seieicnotee neventeesscdastveceeteeusageaene Jan. 27, 
Sacred Precepts of Tung Chih reigun—completion of ...... Jan, 27. 
Iron capped Princes, respects to Empress on recovery...... Jan, 29. 
Princes, thanks for gifts of silk aud satin .........0.0.. Jan, 28. 
Red Book for spring quarter ............ccc cee cce eee eee eee cee see eee Feb, 3. 
Princes, gifts of purses to ..... or seisgetestede savonsbaanacsusudewvetes Feb. 8. 
Prince Ch‘un, name of Sth son: ......... eee cece ceeeee eee Feb. 20. 
Attendance at Court and State Sacrifices, laxity in......... Feb. 23. 
School for Gioros, proposal that rich officers should pay 

for 1eOTgZAUIBALION ........ cece eeecee eee ceeeeetee cesta eeeene Feb. 26. 
Buildings in Imperial City, counterfeit articles placed on. Mar. 8S. 
OMT e AD TOES | Aco 3s orem chtoee Loe anecaws coat enctet Me senietecneneent ieee Mar, 29, Ap. 10. 
Lnperial bullion vaults, Seeretary denounged oo... Ap, 15, 17, Mar. 31. 


eaee 








oe ue i 

Fish for His Majesty ........ ie Baedetas apes asegin xe CAPT.S, 
Change to summer hate... cee cee een ee eee ece eee nes April 12. 
Imperial Oilice, deticiency of printing blocks..........0.0.. April 17. 
Veritable Keoord, airing of .......... cece .. dune 6, 
Emperor’s Birthday ...... 0... July 24, 25. 
Imperial City, opium dens in.. we .. Aug. 11, 21. 
Wunuch banished for theft .........0.0... a .. Aug. 18, 19. 
Prince Yu, title bestowed on wife of fesnkeed . Aug, 22, 
Winter hat, change 60........0......cccecseseece eee eee ne eee . Sept. 6. 


Imperial hunting lodge Jeh-hoh, damage by tlood Sept. 16, 





Palace at Moukden, repairs commenced .. Oct. 4. 
Horses presented to His Majesty ...........0.00..0. w. Oct. 14. 
Paishu herb for Emperor sent from Chékianug ............... Nov. 6. 
Mahommedan chieftain, offering of gold dust ............... Nov. ll. 
Ginseng from Wari oo... eee cree een eee eee nnenaeeen eee Nov. 17. 
Imperial Clansmen, rules for presentation of petitions by 
WIVEREOE cecil etsectussdenenbidestnstac Gocaesiaccaete Seednser Nov. 29. 
Opening of city gates and attendance at Court, Censor’s 
protest against early hours............... cee Dec. 30. 
MAUSOLEa. 
Moukden—Paunnermen punished for felling tree ............ Jan. 8. 
Eastern Mausolea— Vessels, cattle, etc., stock taken ...... Jan. 13, 
Do. "Repairs to Hsiao Sing, estimate of .., Jan. 15, 
Do. Special mission to... eee eee Jan, 29, Mar. 17, 
Do. do. do. Report of ............ Feb. 17, 26, Mar. 10. 
Do. ‘* Barracks ” case, sentences passed... Mar, 17, 
Do. Damage by rain... sacakaiga sta Aug. 31. 
Ming ‘fombs--Ching Tuan’s counter-charye, tinal investi- 
MELON csioee Soeiceaawicee estecnaeendoncdss lop eededtinn dec ves see April 24. 
Mourning for Empress, concluding ceremonies at Mauso- 
PSU 2. 22s. cig eet dale teeta cadapad eines acim sete amiebaehe dgutea le’ June lt. 
Travelling lodges on road to Eastern Mausolea damage by 
PRIM, iiss lo nceinn, Gesew ick ata leaden caend ba sdoneiseawes tanenents Oct. 15. 
IMPERIAL MANUFACTORIES, 
Kiukiang Porcelain Mauutactory —Grand Indent............ Jan, 23. 
Hangchow Silk Manufactory—Accounts for 1882 ............ Jan, 24. 
Soochow do. Accounts for 1880 ............ Jan, 31. 

Do. do. (Szechuen Iudent) for 1880. Jan. 31. 
Nanking do. (Szechuen Iudent) ........... Jan. 31. 
Soochow Silk —Grand Aunual Indent ......0 eee June 31. 

Do. do, do. particulars of 2.0.0.0... Aug. 13. 
Do. Coats for Emperor .......... eee eee Dec. 10. 


1L.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


REVENUE, 


Svechuen—-Total remittances to Peking and Provinces ... Jan, 2. 
Do. Purchase roney for ginseng ... wo. eee Jan. 7, Dec. 15. 
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Szechuen— Kuei-hua Customs, change of administration .. 


Yiinnan—Treasuri-s not ready for inspection ............... 
Do, Regulation of Treasury accounts, office estab- 
Wish ede i cise. cscesiesevedtvessactecsecaseaiccesaseees 


Moukdeu— Duties o: Corean imports, irregular levy of... 


Do, New Corean trade regulations, should new 
Superintendent be appointed? ............... 
Ch‘ang-lu—Salt trade, remittance of interest due on 
Capital ioc siies iicocecarcsi ves vedvotesvessetesdeisteus 


Hukuang—Salt likin, remittance to Imperial Household... 
Hupeh—Subsidies for Imperial Household... 














Do. Salt likin, remittance to Peking ........ 
Chekiang—Remittance from Ché-hai Guetaws: cease setens 
Do. Re-establishment of Customs stations, protest, 
Do, Salt revenue, remittance .............cce cece eee eee 
Do. Financial Condition 
Do. Remittances .. ek 
Huai-an—Salt, reduction aby wie ii tea leutcenesaee ccugesensdeikes 
Do. do. return of receipts ... 2... eee eee eee eee e eens 
Do. C+ CORI) 0) ) | 
Fubkien—Remittances .............. sdb Sveuenteds Ser sdewodesate sens 
Do, Likin on salt, proposal to reduce ........ 
Do. Salt Revenue, 1881-1882 ...,........... 0... 
Do. Inland taxes on tea ............cceceecee cee cee eee eneees 
Do. Foochow, repairs to palace, remittance for 
Do. do. remittances for Peking ................66 
Kuangtung— Remittances for 1883 ............ cece eee ec 
Do. Canton Customs annual remittance, details of 
Eighteen provinces, estimated remittances from land and 
"Mab Gak> 5.iccicdectavencaidssaMevacacracdigeivensnedegesias 
Kalgan—Duties collected ...........cccccesceeceeeeeeeeen ees seenee 
Kiangsu—Protest against holding heads of tithings re- 
sponsible for land tax arrears................ se Sassaees 
Peking—Live stock and house duty.............ccccscceeseseeees 
Do. Melting and re-coinage of cash prohibited.... 
Ich‘ang Customs, flourishing condition ...............ccssse00 
Sha-hu-k‘on—Returns of revenue... 2... ccceeceeeee eee nee ees 
Feng-yang Customs, CO;, <.  weseesSedesisvintues cee aten tues 
Shan-hai do. dO. _ Sedsaccvecsesen 





Chihli—Opium likin, mode of disposition 
Do. ‘Tientsin native Customs, return of duties ......... 
Shansi—Forced contributions of iron, silk, paper, and 
sulphur 


Extortion at Barriers—Prohibition 
Shenking—Likin at coal mines 
Kiangsi—Likin on grain abolished 
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Jan. 8. 
Jan. 5. 


Jan, 24. 
Jan, }1, 


Jan. Il. 


Jan, 12. 

Feb. 1. 

May 3, June 21. 
Oct. 19. 

April 5. 

May 28. 

April 28. 

Aug. 15. 

Sept. 27. 

April 9. 

Oct. 7. 

Dec, 24. 

April 27. 

April 28. 

July 5. 

Oct. 10. 

July 24. 

Nov. 7. 

May 4, June 15. 
May 29. 


May 4. 
May Il, Aug. 14. 


June 14. 
July 2, 8. 
Aug. 12. 
July 8. 
July 19. 
July 24. 
July 31. 
Oct. 22. 
Sept. 14. 


Dec. 15. 


Jan. 6. 
March 1. 
March 26. 


iv 


Chihli, opium likin, particulara of .......cc.cccceceeeeeeee eee eee 
Hunan —Likin on grain for export ......cccccceeceeeeeeee eae ees 


CRIME. 


Kiangsu—Murder of woman and four children............... 
Moukden—Theft of wood from Imperial Mausolea ......... 
Tsitsihar— Mounted brigands, skirmishes with............... 
Sstich ‘uan— Murder 0.0.0.0... cceceeeee cee seeteteeeseceeeceeeeeeenens 
. Do. Double murder ooo... eeecee see cee seeeeeeeeeee 
Chibli— Piracy s.0555ivciciecs coccties ved esessdetatocdveasavovsvase vase 
Do. (‘aptain lets his soldiers wreck a pawnshop ...... 
Hunan—Constables drive a man to death and get the 
case busbed up ............ 6 Pieaddeesvesesgusevsaas cues eee 
Tli—Hoomicide oo... ie cee ec ceneeecec cae eeeceeeeeteesaneeeeenees 
Hunan—Licentiate shares in booty of band of wreckers... 
Chibli—Murder of four persons and adultery ............... 
Hunan— People kidnapped by colliers...............ceeeeeee eee 
Peking—Ex-Censor kidnapped and held to ransom......... 
Kiangsu—Wife burns her husband and child to death 
Canton— Magistrate accused of burying a man alive ...... 
Jeh Ho—Boy banished for accidentally chipping Imperial 
authographic tablet ............ ce ceeceeece eee eeeee sas debe 
Kiangsi— Female infanticide, measures of prevention ...... 
Peking—Murder of five persons ..............ccccsseceeeeeceu ees 
Kirin—Chinese executed for murder of six Coreans......... 
Peking—Abduction of servant of Censor by ‘T‘umed 
bONGSMO 352. i sscessiievces cos ssdseuden: Seceezeawensenarss 
Kuch‘é—Murder of military officer by Asst. Magistrate... 
Peking —Invasion of Metropolis by disbanded braves ...... 
Do. Body of murdered man, Censor asks for its burial 


SEDITION. 


Kuangsi—Recommendation of officers engaged in suppres- 


sing troubles on Annam border .............00...00000 
Kiangsu—Capture of revo'utionist after seven years ...... 
Kiangsi—Members of ko lao hui, summary execution ...... 
Yiionaun— Members of ko lao hui, summary execution...... 
Chékiang—Pardon of Chin Man, rebel leader at ‘T‘ai-chow 
Kueichow—Seditious movement, supprossion of ............ 
Hankow—Loeader of riots decapitated...........0...ccce ee 

JUDICIAL, 


Chékiang—Monthly list of cases of homicide and robbery 


to be sent the Board... cceccee cee ceeeesees 
Decree enjoining speedy trial in all cases and investization 
of cases pending at Peking ..........00.00cceeccceeeee 
Shansi—Juxteusion uf catevorics of criminals liable to sum- 
MAP EXCCULOMG J nase. sgccsneareneedveenvaides cease cece 


Now law suggested for mundee «f ehildru... |, 
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Jan. 16. 
Jan. 20. 
Jan, 25. 
March 8. 
March 20. 


March 20. 

March 23. 

April 25. 

April 26. 

May 23, June 5. 

June 14, 16, 23, 27, 28. 
June 15, 

June 24, Sept. 12. 


Dee. 7. 
Dec. 9. 
Dec. 12. 
Dec. 22. 


July 25. 
Aug. 16, 26. 
Oct. 23. 
Oct. 23, 


Match 12. 


June 6. 


Vv 


Hupeh—Crimes punishable by summary execution ; ex- 
tension of category 
do. do. 
Yiinnan, do. do. do. 
Szechuen, do. do, do. 
Gambling and opium dens kept by women—laws to be 
framed against 
Cases in which life is at stake—general decree enjoining 
care in hearing of 
Lawsuits— Petty officials forbidden to hear 
Capital cases—Rewards for upsetting of a judgment in ... 
Peking—Police arrangement for wmter 
Shansi—Report on case by Chan P‘ei-lun, and general 
remarks on appeal cases, etc... 0.0... ..cceeeeeeeeee eee 
Lists of condemned criminals, cases to be exercised in 
final hearings of capital offences . 
Peking—Annual execution.............. cece eee eee cen eens 


do. 


Shantung, 





Shengching—Official: murder 
Shensi—Confession extorted by illegal tortures 
Kiangsu—Protest against compulsory acceptance of post 

of head of tithing 
Honan—Second appeal by graduate after four years delay 
Peking—Claim to marquisate by Bannerman 


REHEARINGS. 


Hunan—Case of Hu Thican ............ coc ce cee cceeee cee eeeceeeee eee 


GRAIN TRANSPORT. 


Kiangsu—Fleet sails from Shanghai 
Do. Details of shipment 
Do. Rewards to officers.................5... Vase esbnnpenesvaee 

Tientsin to Peking—Robbery of grain in transitu......... 





Grain Trisoure. 


Liangkiang— Money commutation of winter tribute......... 
Kiangsu—Tribute for 1882......... 0c eee eee eee nee cence 


Chékiang—Tribute for 1883 0... eee eee eeeeeee 
RIvERs. 

Yellow River—Closing of beach at T‘ao-yitan ............... 
Do. Embankments safe to beginning of spring. 

Do, Survey of course 0.0... cccceeseecesteeeetteeees 

Do. Proposals of Governor of Shantung and 

Yu Po-ch ‘aan... ees aeeaecedss 

Do, Objection to dO. Staines 
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June ll. 
June 12. 
Aug. 2. 
Nov. 24. 


Aug. 26, Sept. 7. 


Sept. 12, 24. 
Sept. 20. 
Sept. 24. 
Oct. 18. 


Nov. 22. 


Dec. 11. 
Dec. 10. 


Jan. 25. 
April 3. 


June I4, 
June 17, 
Sept. 9. 


Mar. 13, 21, April 6, 
May 1, 2, 4, 5, 28, 
July 15. 


April 22. 
May 3. 
Dec. 2. 


July 22, Ang. 1. 


Jan, 12 
April 15, 
June 1, 


May 6, Dec. 2. 


Jan. 9. 
Mar. 21, 
April 23. 


April 27, May 10, 12, 
13, July 10, Dee. 11. 
May 7, 20, Aug. 23, 


vi 


Yollow River—Yu Po-chuan recalled ................0.0 cee Sept. 11. 
Do. P‘an Chiin-wén appointed .........0...0..6. Sept. 11. 
Do. Condition of embankments..................... Oct. 19, Nov. 19. 
Do. Fresh disasters ..................ccsceececeeeeee ees July 5, 15, Oct. 2, 26, 
Dec. 4. 
Do. Measures of relief ..........................5 4. July 15, 16, 26, Aug. 5, 
25, Sept. 5. 
Tso Teung-t‘ang, report on river works ............... ceeeeeee May 8. 
Chihli—Repairs to embaukmonts ................. see eeeece cerns Aug. 3, 25, Dec. 11. 
Do. Yung-ting river, bursting of embankments ......... Sept. 6, 26. 
Do. do, do. repairs concluded ...............46- Dec. 11. 
Hupeh—Bursting of embankments, Ching-shan Magistrate 
condemued to death ............cccceeceeceeeeeceeeeeceeees 





River Works, Censor’s proposals 


OrFicraL CHARITY. 


Warm Refuge Peking—Additional graut ..................6 Jan. 23. 
Chibli—Aid to distressed districts ...............ccseseseeceeees Mar. 3 . 
Do. Sufferers by flood ......... ce ceeeceeceeceeseeeeeceenee esses Aug. 10, Sept. 4, 14, 
Oct. 19, Nov. 17. 
Yellow River—Grant for sufferers by floods .................. July 16, 26, Oct. 30, 
Nov. 9. 
Hupeh—Relief to sufferers from flood ..............0.c0ccceee eee July 23, Nov, 11. 
Peking—Extra pay to soldiers, Imperial clansmen, etc... Aug. 26, Nov. 13. 
Do. Soup kitchens opened before usual time............ Aug. 26. 
Do, Grants to kitchens, with list of .0.... ..... ce Sept. 11, 19 
Do. Further kitchens opened in vicinity ............... Sept. 26. 
Do, Foundling hospital aud widows benevolent fund Oct. 29. 
Do. Charitable grants ...........ccceceseeeceeec eens eeeee cee nes Nov. 1. 


Do. Famino refugees, grante to ‘I'so Tsuug-t‘any, etc. Dee, 22. 


Private CHariry. 
Shansi—Contribution to expenses of scholars by lady 


(Tle. 3,000) .............c008e Jan. 8. 
Do. do. to relief of diatress by High Officers Mar. 22. 
Do. do, do. do. by gentry, etc.... Mar. 24. 
Do. do. do. do. a titular Sub- 
Prefect......... Mar. 29. 
Shantung—Coutribution to relief of distress by officials and 
their mothers............ April 8. 
Do. do. do. by salt traders of Liang 
Huai and ‘I’so Tsung-t‘ang April 10. 
Do. do. do. by Prefect and his mother April 14. 
Hunan—Retired Assistant-Secretary subscribes Tis. 8,200 
for educational purposes... .. ...........eccesee eee eeeee April 25. 
Chékiang—Rewards for contribution to flood relief fund... June 10, 
Yang-chow Fu—Endowment for orphanage .................. July 3. 
Shantung—Scheme for raisiag funds for relief of sufferers 
Dy 100d see eserceeenresteteerssessesererses Aug. 12. 
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Shantung—Yellow River tlood fund—Contribution from 


Shani ...... 0... cececessee eee eee Sept. 3. 
Do. Yellow River flood fand—Return of contribu- 
CRONE 5p aosds a dace sacs ceesdepiecc ect adeedessaueusanvecess Oct. 3, 13. 
Do. do. Rewards to contributors... Nov. 10, Dec. 20. 
Chibli—Contribations to sufferers by flood ..............006 Oct. 13, Nov. 17, 29. 
Do, do. (by Kuo Sung-tao) .........00..00 008 Nov. 29. 


Do, do. (from Canton officials) ............ Dec. 18. 





1IL.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 
CivIL APPOINTMENTS. : 


A-k‘otan, Sub-Chanoellor, Grand Secretariat ......... 00... Mar. 19. 
Chang Chao-tung, Governor Fulikion .............e:seecceseeees May 30. 
Chang Chia-hsiang, Vice-President Board of Works ...... July 11. 
Chang Chih-wan, President Board of Punishments ......... Mar. 3. 
Chang Hoii, Judge, Shéusi oo... eee cee eee seecee eee ebesteae April 5. 
Chang Jéu-chiin, Censor Hukuang Circuit ...............:0000 April 1. 
Chang K‘ai-sung, Governor, Kueichow ............cccceeeeeeee Dec. 27, 29. 


Chang K‘ai-sung, Financial Commissioner, Sst-ch‘uan .... April 7. 
Chang Méng-yaun, Superintendent, Foochow Arsenal ... Mar. 25. 








Chang Méug-yiian, Financial Commissioner, Kuanggi...... Oct, 9. 
Chang P‘vi-lun, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction. Jan. 25. 
Do. Minister, ‘Tsung-li Yamén.............0066 06 Dec. 23. 
Chfang ‘I's‘in, Junior Secretary Supervisorate ofInstruction Jan, 18. 
Ch‘ang Ts‘ui, Sub-Expositor, Hanlin 0... ......c..ccceeeee cones Mar, 18. 
Chang Ying-lin, Junior Assistant Secretary Supervisorate 
Of Tnstruction.........cccsssseseescsrsseveesecseeeees seeeees Mar. 26. 
Ch‘én Chiéi-tai, Censor, Hunan Circuit ............ccceee cence April 17, 
Ch‘éu Ch‘in-ming, Taotai, Kiangeu ..............566 ceceseseeeee Oct. 25. 
Ch‘éu Hei-ling, Sub-Director Court of State Ceremonial... April 19. 
Ch‘éu Pao-ch‘én, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat. ...... Mar. 27. 
Ch‘éu Shih-chieb, Governor, Shantung Jan, 17. 
Ch‘éng Chii-o, Prefect, Taiwan Fu...........c.cccce escceseeees Aug. 15. 
Chéng Hsien-fang, Prefect of Huian-hua Fa Feb. 3. 
Chéng Tsao-ju, Reader, Grand Secretariat ............ ...c0008 Aug. 9. 
(héug-yun, Salt Comptroller, Chékiang .............c...0000000 Mar. 23. 
Ch‘ien Kuei-séu, Assistant Supervisor of Iustruction ...... April 20. 
Ch‘ing-yu, Director General, Yellow River ..............0608 April 6, 
Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, Vice-President Board of Civil Office ... July 11. 
Ching Lien, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat............... Aug. 20. 
Do. President Board of War .. ........-...ceeseeceeeee Dec. 17. 
Ching Hsiv, Vice-President Boa'd of Revenue ............... July 25. 
Ching Shan, Vice-President Board of Works.................. July 25. 
Do, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat Mar, 27. 
Chi-ko, Lieut,-Governor, Yeh Hoh ........ ........... .. Nov. 26. 
Chi-lang, Prefect Ninghsia Fu, Kansu........................... Mar. 5. 
Chi-shun, K‘ou-pei Taotai 0.0.0.0... cee ccceeeceeeeeeee ences Jan. 22, 
Chih-hsing, Prefect of Hu-chou Fu, Chékiang ............... April 5. 
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Chou Ho, (acting) Censor, Hukwany Circnit.................. Mar. 8. 
Chou Té-jun, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ............ Mar. 7. 
Ch‘ung-k wang, Superintendent Customs Canton (2nd year) Mar. 11. 
Ch‘ung-li, Director Banqueting Court April 28. 
Do. Commissioner, Office of Transmission .. July 8. 
Chuang Yu-chéu, Censor of Kiangnan Circuit ............... Mar. 18. 
En Lin, Censor, Kiangnan Circuit. ...........cccceccscceeeeen ees Mar. 29. 
Do. Superintendent, Huai-an Customs .................. Sept. 20. 
En Lung, Censor, Fubkien Circuit ................ccccccee cee eee Mar. 26. 
En Tang, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction... .... Jan. 22. 
En Teé, Deputy Governor, Kirin ...............cccceceeeeec eee cee Aug. 20. 
Fei Yén-hsi, Assistant Secretary, Supervisorate Inatruc- 
GION. eesice secs sane cabarers Gacaidedasseveseassiaes:oteedoutvesunes Jan 18, 
Do. Secretary, Supervisorate Instruction............... Jan, 27, 
Fu Chén, Superintendent, Live Stock and House duty .... May 13. 
Fu Ching-i, to be employed as Taotai .................ccceeee ees June 29. 
Fu Hua, Taotai, Jeb Hoh oo. ceceseceeeeeceeeeseeees April 19. 
Fu K‘un, Vice-President, Board of Revenue................0. Mar. 11. 
Do. Senior do, JO idensSiceneescies July 5. 






Do. Police Provost, Peking 
Héng Ling, Prefect, Ch‘uny-ch‘ing .... 


Héng-ming, Director, Court of Sacrificial Worship ......... April 5. 

Ho Ju-chang, Director, Foochow Arsenal .............e eee Oct. 9. 
Do. Supervisor Ollice of Instruction ............... Oct. 20. 

Hsiang Lien, Assistant Agent, Hami ...... ....... Dec. 18. 


Haiang-lin, Chancellor, Grand Secretariat 
Hsiao Chin-fan, Censor, Shantung Circuit 


April 18. 
Mar. 29. 





Hsi Chén, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ............ July 25. 
Hsi Ching, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ............... June 21. 
Do. Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies ............ Dec, 24. 








Hsien-ling, Deputy Assistant Chamberlain...................08 Mar, 1. 
Hsing Lien, Vice-President, Board of Works .............. July 25. 
Hei Fung, Director-General, State Historiographer's 

QMO: i scesacecccceciearasoceseseedeecasateastecceesduse weaeas Mar. 3. 
Hs Hin-féng, Tutor, Imperial Academy Mar. 18. 
Heit P‘u, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies ............... Nov. 3. 
Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office...... July 11. 
Heit Yén-hsii, Governor, Kuangsi.................ccecceeseeseeees Oct. 9. 
Hu Ch‘iao-nien, Junior Assistant Secretary Supervisorate 

Of Instruction... 0.0... eceeceececeseceenseeeeeaseeeees Jan, 18. 
Hu Ch‘iao-nien, Senior Assistant Secretary Supervisorate 

Of Instruction... eee cesseteeseneeseeneeeees Mar, 26, 
Hii Jui-lan, Sub-Director of a Minor Court ..............0008 June 29. 
Hu Lung-hsiin, Assistant Censor, Metropolitan Circuit... April 10. 
Huai 'I'‘a-pu, Junior Vice-President, Censorate ............ Mar. 7. 
Huang Chao-ch‘éng, Censor, Fulkien Circuit ... ........... Mar. 29. 
Huang Chao-ling, Director-General, Yellow River ......... Dec. 28. 
Huang P‘éng-nien, Judge, Hupeh......... cc cccceecseceneee eee cee Feb. 19. 
Huang Ta-ho, Salt Commissioner, Shantung......0..00 0... June 12, 
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Hung Chiu (Primus ’68), Chief Supervisor of Instruction April 12. 
Hung Ju-kuei, Cashiered Salt Commissioner seut to 


Canton for service under Governor-General ...... Aug. 8. 
Do, do. appointment revoked...............:0.:006 Aug. 25, 
Huo Mu-huan, Senior Assistant Secretary Supervisorate 
Of Instruction............ cc ccce eee ece eee eeseeeeee enone enes Jan. 18. 
T-lin, Prefect, Yang-chow ...........cccsceesseeeteeeeesee see eeenns Jan, 26. 
Janu Tao-jung, Governor, Chékiang .............c:sscceeeeeeeeres Jan. 17. 
Jui Lien, President, Board of War ....... ies levevedagecesveh tes Mar. 11. 
Do. _Director-Genera}, Imperial Printing Office ...... Mar. 11. 
Jui Lin, Censor, Shanghi Circuit ......... cece ee cee eee Mar. 18. 
Ju Shan, Judge, Szechuen ..........ccececcceseeceeeeeeen eee cents April 7. 
Kang I, Treasurer, Kuangtung ...............::ccceseeeeeeee eeeee Jan. 1. 
Kao Ch‘ang-ch‘i, Taotai, Shansi ............ 0. cceceece cence eee Aug. 3. 
Do. Judge, Shansi.n.......ccccccceeeecseeeeeeeeeee Dee. 29. 





K‘uai Té-piao, Treasurer, Hupeh .. . Feb, 19. 
Kuan Lin, Superintendent Imperial Manufactory, Soa: 











ChOW......... cee eee cence ens dadas ios) Veebesesadeced ses Seuseeeee April 14. 
Kuei Héng, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies ......... Feb, 23. 
Do. do, Board of Punishments ......... Mar. 11. 
Kuei Jun, Superintendent Live Stock and House duty ... May 13. 
Kuei To, Secretary, Sepervisorate of Instruction ............ Jan, 18, 
K‘uei Pin, Judge, Shansi .................. seeded vided eueeatenns Jan, 1. 
K‘uei Pin, Treasurer, Shansi ................cccc ese eee eee eee eee eee Dec, 29, 
Kung Chiin, Taotai, Chibli ........... ce ecee cence eres Aug. 3. 
Kung I-t‘u, Treasurer, Yiiunan ............... 0.00. ceceeeee sees July 28. 
K‘un Kang, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ......... July 15, 
K‘ung Hsien-ch‘uo, Police Censor ...............0. eee Mar. 15. 
Do. Supervising Censor Mar. 17. 
Kuo Ying, Judge, Chékiang ... 0... cece eee Dec. 29. 
Li Chia-lo, Taotai, Shantung ...... dates tadide daavin cal etade ded June 13. 
Li P‘ei-yu, Grain Taotai, Kuangtung Jan. 26. 
Li Ping-héng, Taotai, Lien-chow Fu.....................0080e eee July 7. 
Li Ping-héng, Judge, Chékiang........... Nov. 30. 
Do. do. Kuangsi ......... eee ee eee .. Dee. 29. 
Li Yung-ch‘ing, Treasurer, Kueichow...............cc cee Nov. 6. 
Lien Ming, Superintendent Imperial Manufactory, Hang- 
CWSOW: cvissssciecasescsce ccadavensoasesesodeatWecituseeseasineas April 14. 
Lin Shu, President, Board of Works ...... “idea sida Ue ceususen nse Mar. 11. 
Lin Yao-shu, Secretary, Supervisorate of Instruction ...... Jan. 8. 
Ling Kuei, Comptroller, Wu Ying Tien ..........cccceceeeeeees Dec. 18. 
Liu Chib-oh‘i, Taotai, Shensi...... 0. ccc ceecce cee ees eee ee ee eeee Feb. 19. 
Liu Ch‘i-kuang, Prefect, Téug-chou............... cee June 24. 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, Vice-President, Board of War ... w. Nov. 3. 
Liu Eu-chiin, Prefect, Kuangsi ............. Jan. 17. 
Liu Jui-féng, Treasurer, Kiangsi ........ we. Nov. 5. 
Liu Ping-chang, Governor, Ché@kiang 2.0.0.0... cece cess Jan. 28. 
Lu Fu-lin, Governor, Honan ........ 0c eeeeeesee ne ceeeee April 6. 
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Sept. 6. 


Dec. 18. 































Lung Hoi-oh‘ing, Taotai, Kansu ..............cce ees July 18. 
Ma Yang-k‘uei, Taotai, Szechuen..................0:: cee July 7. 
Ni Wén-wei, Governor, Kuangtung ................ eee Oct. 9. 
Oléhopu, President, Mongolian Superintendency ............ Mar. 11. 
Do. do. Board of Revenue July 25. 
Oléchingo, Salt Comptroller, Chihli ......... 0.0... veces April 9. 
Pai Huan, Director, Imperial Stud Court ..................00 April 27. 
P‘an Chitu-wén, to assist on Yellow River...............0..... Sept. 11. 
Pao Yiin, Instructor Bachelors of Han-lin ..................... Dec. 18. 
Pei Yin-sén, Judge, Fubkion ......... ee eeecee eee eee eens Mar, 28. 
P‘éng Yii-lin, President, Board of War .. ....... Mar. 3. 
Pien Pao-ti, Governor, Shonsi .............ccceceecceeceeceeeee ees Nov. 5- 
Shao Chi-ch‘éng, Literary Chancellor of Ssu-ch‘an ......... Feb. 3. 
Shén Jung-ching, Taotai, Anhwui............... cee . Mar, 25, 
Do. Judge, Kuangtung .........0...... Sivsessees July 28. 
Shéng Chib-hsing, Taotai, Hupeb............ ce ccceeeeeeeeeeee Feb. 24. 
Sheng-yii, Sub-Reader, Han-lin................:.cecceeeee .. Mar. 18. 
Shun-ling, Supervising Censor of Civil Office.................. Jan. 18. 
Sung-k‘un, Grain Commissioner, Kiangsi ............ ......6 Feb. 16 
Sang-ch‘un, Judge, Chibli 0... cceeeecee see ceeeeeeenes Jan. 1, 
Sung-lin, Prefect, Ch‘angté Fu, Chihli ................. April 10. 
Sung-shén, Junior Vice-President, Board of Rites ......... Mar. 1]. 
Do. Comptroller, Imperial Househould .............. Aug. 15. 
Sun Chi-yiin, Censor, Metropolitan Circuit.................... Mar. 31. 
Do. ’ do. Prefect, P‘ing-yang ..............::00 July 11. 
Sun Yi-ching, Vice-President, Board of Revenue ............ July 1. 
San Chia-nai, do. do. do. July 11. 
Sun Yii-wén, Vice-President, Board of Works July 11. 
Sung Shen, Vice-President, Board of Revenue ... Dec. 24. 
T‘an Chi-hsiin, Judge, Kanauh ................0...00ee April 7. 
T'ang Ch‘iung, Governor, Yiinnan .............0..ccceecee een eee July 25. 
T‘ang Haien-yung, Judge, Honan ............ccccce cee cee ces eeeeee July 28. 
T‘ao Mu, Taotai, Lauchou Fu, Kansuh ...... Pe Mar. 3. 
Ting Chén-to, Censor on the Chékiang Circuit April 19. 
Ting Satin, Taotai, Anhui ......... cc cece cccceeceeeeeceeeeeceeees Aug. 3. 
T‘olunpu, Superintendent Lives Stock, Peking, etc., ...... Jnly 28. 
Ten Yii-ying, Governor-General, Yiiunan and Kueichow May 30. 
Tséng Ho, Grain Taotai, Shansi................cccccceeseeceesee eee June 27, 
Teéng Kuo-ch‘iian, permitted to ride in palace... ........... Dec. 18. 
Teung-p‘ei, Prefect, Chékiang .......cccceeeeeee ceeeneteneeeeee Jan, 12. 
Wang Lin-hsiang, Prefect, Szechuen ...............cc.ceeeeeees Sept. 20. 
Wang Ming-liian, Deputy Supervisor Inustruction............ Jan, 25. 
Do, Literary Chancellor, Shantung........... June 3, 
Wang Sung-ling, Judge, Kianggi ................00cceeees w.. Nov. 5. 
Wang Pang-hsi, Sub-Expositor, Han-lin...........0..... .... April 6. 
Wei Kuang-t‘ao, Treasurer, Kansu ......... April 7. 


Wen Yii, Comptroller, Imperial Household Aug. 15. 
Wen Lin, Superintendent Imperial Manufactory, Nanking Feb. 1. 
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Wen P‘ei, Assistant Comptroller, Yeh Hoh oo... 00... April 7. 
Wu Ch‘un-ku, Censor, Board of Revenue ...... 00........0 Mar. 18. 
Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ang-a, President, Mongolian Superintendency July 25. 





Wu Ta-chéng, Director, Court of Sacrificial Worship Mar, 19 

Wu Tiing-Ién, Minister, Tsung-li Yamén ....... ............. Feb. 24. 
Do. Assistant Director, Court of Sacrificial 

Worship ..........c.ccc ccc cee cee eee eee cent snes Nov, 23. 

Wu Tzi-ying, Grain Taotai, Kueichow Dec. 27. 





Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Director-General, Grain Transport .... April 6. 


Yao Haieh-tean, Tavtai, Kansu .................0.cc ccc cce eee eee eee April 9. 
Yeh Po-ying, Financial Commissioner, Shénsi ............... April 5 
Yeh Yii-fang, Supervising Censor... 2.00... 0... eee Mar. 29. 
Yeh Yu-t‘ung, Taotai, Kansu oo... eee cece reece Mar. 8. 
Yen Mao, Sub-Director, Banqueting Court..................... April 1. 
Yén Hsii, President, Court of Censors.................0..0600005 July 25, 
Do. Superintendent, Customs and Octroi, Peking .... Dec. 17. 
Yin Chao-yung, Vice-President 0. 0.0.0... cece cence Nov. 19. 
Yoh Yin-fang, Police Censor of E. City ... Jan, 25. 
Yii Ch‘ang, Taotai, Ticntsin ................... .. April 9. 
Yii Ch‘ang, Censor, Kiangnan Circuit.. Mar. 26. 





Yi Hsiang, Senior Secretary, Saievianeabe of Taatrnctict Jan. 18. 

Yu Té, Junior Deputy Supervisor........... cece cece cce cece eee Jan, 22. 

Yii Yin-lin, ‘Taotai at Ichany........ iS eaeasedesadagaacrasstaatead Jan. 3. 
Miuitary AppoiInTMENTS 


Chalafénga, Deputy Lieut.-General, Manchu Plain Blue 





BAD OP cs ssscec ses ecscteens chs sdasestercenoen ge tieutteecstineds Mar, 18. 
Chang Shu-p‘ing, General, Shansi 0... Sept. 28 
Chang Sung-lin, Brigade-General, T‘éng-yueh .. May 30. 
Ch‘ang Shun, Governor, Urumtsi... 0.0... eee Dec. 17. 
Ch‘anghsinga, Manchu Brigade-General, Ninghsia, Kansuh April 1. 
Ch‘éng Wén-ping, General-in-chief, Hupei................00... Feb, 20. 
Ching Hsin, Deputy Lieut.-General, Manchu Bordered 

Blue Banner : ie... sccscectevssiecces acne naseeeesasecacses Mar. 17. 
Ch‘un Man, Commandant of forces, Solun ........... 0.0.0... Dee. 27. 
En Ch‘uan, Deputy Licut.-General, Plain Yellow Banner, 

Manche. ctecicctves ciusssncnniecsvesteeiccneuetensesecasenes Mar. 17. 


En Fu, Deputy Lieut.-General, Plain Blue Chinese Banner Jan. 31. 





Do. Military Lieut.-Governor, Jehole............ eee Mar. 11. 
Fén Ch‘é, Deputy Lieut.-General, Manchu Plain Red 
Bane ce icssvcseedscesestsstedvacnsensschecedcarbansseaaveenses Mar. 17. 
Fu K‘un, Deputy Lieut.-General, Bordered Blue Mongol 
Bane sivccecdvcveseseadsccuavecscuasteses svete Visewad ted vhates Feb. 3. 
Héng Ming, Military Assistant-Governor, Uliasut‘ai ...... April 6. 
Héng Yiian, Deputy Lieut.-Governor, San Sing a. July 7, 
Ho Chin-shén, General, Hupeh........ ealete itor’ eidecensuedes Sept. 28. 
Ho Hsaiu-lin, General, P‘u-erh Division, Yiinnan............ May 12. 
Ho Ming-kao, General, Shansi ....0.... 00... ceecee eee ee ces Sept. 28. 
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Heia Yu-heii, General, Szechuen ...... 0.0... cce cece eee e eee Oct. 4. 
Hsiao Ch‘i-fu, ‘General, Kuchow Division, Kueichow ...... May 12. 
Hai Chén, Governor, Yeh Hob ...........ccccccccceceeeeeeee cee ees Oct. 30 
Hei Ytian, Military Governor, Kirin .............00....c.0000 April 1. 
Hoang Kuei-lan, Commander-in-chief, Kuangsi ............ July 22. 
- Kuo Chin, Deputy Lieut.-General Plain Blue Chinese 
BAU OP 5. i555c5es cineca cecedasiassnietgurececbendentnetetveees Mar. 14. 
Kuei Hsiang, Imperial Agent, Urga.............ccccceeeeeeceeeee April 6. 
Kung T‘ang, Tartar General, Hai-an oo... eee Dee. 17. 
Lai Obén-pien, Brigade-General, Kiungcbow ............... - June 29. 
Ling Shéng-ts‘ao, in charge of troops at Tientsin............ June 16. 


Ming An, Captain-General, Plain White Banner Guards... Mar. 17. 








Paimatochi, Commandant, Ulterior Tibet ...................08 Mar. 2). 
Shan Ch‘ing, Tartar General, Kiang-ning ................. 0.5 April 1 
Sépuchéngo, Deputy Lieutenant-Geueral .................. 5. Mar, 31. 
Sung Shén, Deputy Lieutenant-General .................. vee Feb, 15. 
T‘an Shung-lien, General, Hsi-ning-chéu, Kansu............ May 12. 
Té Ming, Captain-General, Guard’s Division.................. Jan. 31. 
Té-k‘uei, Deputy Lieut.-General, Mongol Plain Yellow 
BAM OP 3 555cssiskesetaesecies san eeecgessoet egos ceaaesiasasaect Feb. 24. 
Teng Seti-lio, General, Su Sung Division, Kiangsu ......... Dec. 13. 
Ts‘ao Chih-chung, General, Fuhkion ..................c00cceeee Oct. 12. 
T‘uan To-pu, Captain-General, Plain Yellow Banner ...... Dec, 24. 
Wang Té-shéug, Brigadier, Kiangsi ............... cece Feb, 24. 
Wéno Haiu, Brigadier at Malanyii, Comptroller Adjomt of 
Imperial Household .....................6 eee Mar. 17, 
Do. Captain-General, Bordered Blue Banner Dec, 24. 
Wulaheich‘unga, Deputy Lieut.-General, Plain White 
Mongol Banner .............ccccecescceeeeteeceeeee eceae eee Mar, 11. 
Yeh Chih-chao, General, Chibli July 25. 
Yi Jung, Tartar General, Ninghsia (Kansuh) tetivcusSivcsataee April 1. 
Yin Lien, Deputy Lieut.-General, Manchu Plain Blue 
BOMMGES 665020 o50issccsiecdececas Seeseascbes eosseetcccganeses Mar. 18. 
Ying Liv, Deputy Lieut.-General, Plain Blue Banner 
(LON CHURN) irceeccccccccecenseccesccessereessseeeee caneee April 1. 
Ying Liv, Capt.-General, Plain White Banner Division of 
GONE oicssisccieccts settee eddercdeadiidbaiavensesseate’s Mar. 1. 


Do. Bordered White Banner Division of Guards .... Mar. 17. 
Di ceases. 
Ting Ta-te‘ai, Commander-in-chief, Shantung ............ .. dan, 9, 
Tu Ming-a, late Governor, Kirin—posthumous honours... Jan. 12. 
Chang Tsung-han, Iutendant, Kansub, do. do. ... Jan. 20. 
Soputorchapu, Deputy Lieut.-General Plain Blue Chinese 





Banner 
Wan Chi‘ing-li 
Chén Kuo -jui, formerly Brigade-General, Yangchow ...... May 12. 
Do. do. honours bestowed ............0000.00.. Aug. 4. 
Do. do. Announcement of heir ............... Oct. 14, 
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Chih Ho, Ex-President, Board of War...............00:..:6:088 July 3. 
Shao Héng-yii, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ..... July 8 . 
Fu Chén-pang, former Commander-in-chief, Hupeh......... Aug. 13. 
Yii Liang, Acting Governor, Kirin ..........0....ccecccseeeeeees Aug. 16. 
Yin Chao-yung, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies...... Oct. 21. 
Chi Ko, Governor, Joh Hoh... oo... cee cee eee see eee ene Oct. 30. 


Chang Yiin-ch‘ing, Vice-President, Board of Ceremonies, Nov. 2. 
En Fu, Lieut.-Governor, Jeh Hoh 
Liu Shéng-ts‘ao, Judge, Chékiang 
Heng Hriin, Tartar General, Hsi-an 
Tsai Ling, retired Grand Secretary 











OFFICIALS. 
Chang Kéng-yang, Secretary, ‘I'sung-li Yaméu, removed., July 18. 
Chang Kuan-chun, charges against ............... ceceeeee eee eee Feb, 24, Mar. 14, 15, 
April 5, 22. 

Chang Méng-yiian, Judge, Fuhkien, vacates his post ...... Mar. 25. 
Chang P‘ei-lun, his cousin need not withdrawn ............. April 2. 

Do. asks to decline acting appointment ...... Jan, 10. 
Chang Shu-shéng, three months’ leave ............cee ee eee ees Jan. IL. 

Do. returns to Chihli............. April 6. 

Do. ordered back to Canton July 13. 
Ch‘én Pao-ch‘ien, Ex-Judge, Chékiang, demands enquiry 

into his conduct.. ...........0.065 sess sSadseonseaseosesssebes Sept. 12, 22. 
Ch‘éng Tuan, proposal for increase of salary...............66. April 24. 
Chih Ho, charges againat ............cccccessessecneeeeeeeneeeeners Feb. 16, Mar. 6, 8. 
Ching Yu, Director-General, Yellow River, takes office. June 30. 
Chiin Ch‘i, charge against ................ceeeeeee Feb. 24, Mar. 14, 15, 28. 
Ch‘ung Hsiin, denunciation and dismissal Jan. 10, 25. 
Fang Ta-shih, asks to return home, penalty ................. Mar, 25, April 10. 
Fu Cheng-pang, Commander-in-chief, Hupeh, retires.,.... Feb. 20. 
Ho Ju-chang, Taotai, Chefoo, accusations reported......... Oct, 1. 
Hai Ch‘ang, Agent at Urga, retires .............ccccesseesseeeeee April 5. 
Hai Yiian, retires in mourning ................00008+ tiniecusteacs April 14. 
Haii Ying-k‘uei, returns to Peking ............-cscecseeneeeeees Mar, 24. 
. Hung Ju-kuei, returns from poatroads after payment of 
NOOR? vests Geuscdeesacses sus ececshibans. Ceehesdeiedssenesevaseaes Mar. 6, April 11. 

Hupeh, Governor-General and Governor, penalties ......... Jan, 18, 22. 








Jén Tao-jung, to Peking for orders ...... .... Jan, 26, 9, 26, Mar. 1. 
Do. FOSIQNS ...... cece cece eecesesee eens Mar. 30. 
Do. charges againat refuted...............cecceeseeeee June 3. 
Jui Lion, tlismiased 2.0.0... ccc cecececeeeee eee ceeeeeerseetoeaeenee Dec. 18. 
Kiangsi, suicide of Colonel... .......... iudtawestesats ... June 21, 
Kung, Prince, respects on recovery April 1. 
Do, extension Of Leave ..........cccccsee cee eeeeeneeees April 1. 
Do. EXpired Of..........cesseeescenseeceecersenereceeeeenes May 1. 


Li Hung-chang, application for leave to bury his mother. Jan, 29, Feb. 20, Mar. 
8, 26, April 15. 
Do. ordered back to Tientain ..................... July 13, 20, 26, 
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Li Hung-chang, resumption of office.................cceeceeeeees 

Do. « penalties inflicted .............cceecceeee eee eeeeee 
Li Chao-t‘ang, retires .............c ccc eeeeeecce ce eeeneeeee sestuseyes 
Li Ho-nien, dismissed .....................cccceeceeeeees 
Lin Shu, Acting President, Board of Revenue .. 
Liu Ch‘ang-yu, two months’ leaves ................- 
Lin Chao-yiian, changes his son’s name 

Do. dismissed 
Mei Ch‘i-chao, dismissed............. 
Ming An, leave and retirement .... 
Pao T‘ing, dismissed er 
P‘an Tsu-yin, retires in mourning...............c..ececeecee eee es 
P‘éug Yu-lin, asks that he may decline appointment ...... 








P‘ien Pao-ti, blot on memorial, punished for 
P‘an Ting-hsin, Acting Governor, Hupeh ............ . 0... 
Szechuen, Treasurer and Salt Comptroller, exertion in 
Collection of Revenue ............6. ceeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeee 
Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, inopportune proposals 
T6ng Taii-lin, retires 2.0... cece ecce eee cereeeceuseeeee sen eee 
Teéng Kuo-ch‘iian, arrival in Peking ... 






Tso Tsung-t‘ang, expiry of leave .............. 

T‘u Tsung-ying, sick leave and retirement... tee 

Wang Sau-i, retires ............ceecseeessesseseeseescesceeseeees eeee a 

Wang Té-pang, to Chékiang for orders ............seeceeeeeees 
. Wang Ta-ching, retires ................. seunenbedederseoesSeenensbes 

Yang Yu-k‘é, distinctions conferred .......... cee eeeeeeeeeeees 

Yéu Ching-ming, to act as President, Board of War ...... 

Yén Hei, to ride in Forbidden City 

Wu-la-hsi-ch ‘ang-a, do. do. 

O-lo-ho-pu, do. do. 

Kuan Shun, do, do. 

Tséng Kuo-ch-iian, do. do, 


Yu Po-ch‘uan, to purvey Yellow River 

Do. recalled .......sssecseseeeesseeseenee tees er 
Yii Liang, charge of mental incapacity refuted............... 
Yii Kuan, retires 





MALPRACTIICES. 
Kiangsu—Embezzlement by Magistrate ..............:.:cceee 
Chihli—Police master, dismissed for taking bribes 


Do. = Alluvial land, illegal possession taken by Duke... 
Do. Ex-Magistrate levies forced contributions ......... 
Do. _Sacrilege and fraud by military graduate ......... 
Do. Extortion by captain............cccceceeeeeeeeceeteeeee ees 
Do. Magistrate dismissed for careless report on earth- 
quake and cruelty.............ccceeeeeeer esses eee ees 
Peking—Officer obtains recommendation unfairly...... ..... 
Do. Euibezzlement by police magistrate... 
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Aug. 18. 

Sept. 6. 

Mar. 25. 

April 6. 

Sept. 3. 

Mar. 7. 

Mar. 14. 

Dec. 27. 

April 7. 

Jan. 5, Mar. 31, Ap. 18. 

Feb. 7, 29, Mar. 7. 

Mar. 3. f 

April 21, May 24, Aug. 
20. 

April 19. 

June 27, 


Jan, 2. 
Aug, 4. 
July 22, 
Dec. 14. 
Mar. 10. 
April 11, June 27, July 6. 
April. 
Feb. 19. 
Feb. 20. 
Sept. 5. 
Mar, 3. 
Nov. 13. 
Nov. 13. 
Nov. 13. 
Nov. 13. 
Dec. 18. 
Jan. 17. 
Sept. 11. 
Sept. 6. 
Oct. 9. 


Jan. 2. 

Jan. 3. . 
Jan. 19, April 15 
Jan, 19, 

Feb. 9. 

Mar. 20. 


April 9. 
Jan. 10, 25, 


Jan, 17, 25. 
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Peking—Censor accused of bullying and deceit...... 





Do. do, dismissed ........ 
Do. Opium smoking, officials ‘penalties for coutinusnoe 
Of Babit ........... ceceeesecenseeeeeeeeeeeceeteceeeens 
Do. Post of Censor, careless recommendations for ... 
Do. Six Censors compelled to retire............ccesesseeeee 
Do. Buildings in Imperial city, counterfeit work on... 
Do, Incompetent officers, penalties ...............seeeseees 
Do. Office of Imperial Household, charges against 
Seoretary.............cccccccssersscceevenscseererceeeee 
Do. Censor reprimanded for inappropriate proposals, 
Do. Extortion at City Gates ............cccceccee cocceees ene 
Do. Delay in forwardivg grain from T‘ungohow ...... 
Do. Opium dens in Forbidden City ...........ccccsereeee 
Do. Censor charged with taking bribes .................. 
Do. Secretaries of Boards must not bend the knee to 
© Gheir chiefs .............cccescssssssssseeseseercsseee ces 
Do. Intimidation and extortion by Censors, Decree 
BBAIDEE 2.2... eecesseeceeseecnssencerennensenetereeeres 
Do. Customs extortions ..............008 Sisonteveays ea svsaee 
Do. do. reforms proposed ......... 0 cssssceeseesseeeee 
Do. Censor punished for attempt to clear character 
of cashiered Officer ..........csseseseeseeeseseeeeee 
Do. T‘ung Chow, officer levies discount on soldiers’ 
POY ccictassscessssssesossessecsevseusesscdssesesdeeseuses 
Do. Relief Agency, riotous conduct of Imperial Clans- 
MOD Ab oo... eeeeseeceeecesceeceeeeseseseereeeeeseseesees 
Do. Fortune made by President, Board of Punish- 
mente, enquiry into ........... cc csseeseeseeeceeees 
Yilnnan—Bribery onse...........cccceccccssscesceesseeesceeeaeeesees 
Do. Arrival of banished officials at Heh-lung-chiang 
Formosa—Seditious outbreak, trial of captain ............... 
Kueichow—Removal and degradation of unworthy officials 
Do. Literary Chancellor, etc., = ou trial erebbe 


Shansi—Magistrate dismissed ................:00:ceeeee 
Discrepancy in accounts ducoveced 





Do. <astee 
Do. Officers denounced for not seizing yabbers isceaeecd 
Shensi—Governor dismissed .............ccccsccsscccecesseesceeees 
Fuhkien—Colonel dismissed for building tewple to living 
OMCOE vc isticeericecdscecdeseensuoansesssercedienssveas 
Hu-kuang—Denunciation of high authorities for mutiny 
at Wu-ch‘ang........ gaseedecevedosvogenewnsseacseedaed 
Hunan—Man killed by constables .............cccseseseeseneee 
Do. Famine relief funds, frauds in mauajeiient séeecs 
Do. Captain guilty of litigioueness and extortion ...... 
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Jan. 17.° 
Jan. 25. 


Jan. 29, Feb. 28. 
Jan. 31, 

Mar. 1. 

Mar. 8. 

April 21. 


May 1. 
May 7, 21. 
May 7, 19. 
June 21. 
Aug. 11. 
Aug. 22. 


Aug. 22, 


Aug. 26. 

Oct. 18, 30, Nov. 1, 12, 
14, 15, Deo. 1, 6, 18, 23. 

Dec. 25, 26. 


Oct. 21, Nov. 5, 19. 
Oct, 23. 
Oct. 25, Dec. 6. 


Dec. 18, 24, 25, 29. 

Jan. 7, Mar. 7, 18, April 
5, 7, July 3, 16, 17, 
18, 25, Aug. 6. 

Dec, 28. 

Jan. 7. 

Jan. 8. 

Sept. 26, Nov. 5, Dec. 7. 

Jan. 11. 

Nov. 28. 

Jan. 10. 

Oct. 19, Nov. 5, Dec. 7. 


Jan. 15. 


Feb, 4, April 3, 4. 
Mar. 20. 
Mar, 22. 
April 25. 


xvi 


Hunan—Defaulting officers deceased, property confiscated 
Hupeh—Magistrate deprived of button for failure to 


arrest burglars ..........ccscccccseeesssesseeseseeeees 
Kansu—Brigade-General antedates reports of arrival ...... 
Yiionan— Prefect tortures innocent persons .................. 


Honan—Case of Hu T‘i-an, penalties for unjust verdict... 
Kuangtung—Opium smuggling by soldiers and fight with 
Customs Cruiser ............ccsecesseseerereveces 

Do. Fortunes made by officials, enquiry to......... 
Kiangsi— Extortion by tax collectors 
Shantung—Suicide of Magistrate 
Tli—False report of work completed by Magistrate ......... 
Moukden—Contumacious witness deprived of rank........ 7 
Kirin—Penalties for receiving bribes 
Mausolea—Erection of barracks, embezzlement 
Illegal torture and tampering with mivutes, etc., Censor 
UPON .......cccssessscccevacscesseesnenessesseeeceseeeeeees 

Officer buys coucubine while on special mission ............ 
Delay in forwarding reports to the Throne.................06. 
**Government tariff” and levies on shopkeepers 
Palace Gates, irregularity of opening ...............ssc0+ teen 
Feigning illuess when summoned to Peking, Censor on ... 
Blot on Memorial, penalty for ............ccccssccssersesseecences 
Official buttons, cashiered officers not to wear 
Secretaries of Boards, not to bend the knee to chiefa 
Iutimidation and extortion by Congors ............scccccceeees 
Accidental homicide during rifle drill, commanding officer 
tried FOr ...... csc cesenesseeessscessssseseeseceseeeeeses 

Post dating of credentials 


Cee cercccceccccrcctencocees 


Pececccecccecescovcceserccscceses 





eo eeeevereccscccccvoscenees 


Oecvereveres 





Seerecccoees 





seeeee 





Pusuiic SERVICE. 


Crnsors’ SUGGESTIONS :— 


More Magistrates should be appointed..................66 seseee 
Change in mode of selection of do. 
Re-appointment of officials at expiration of mourning 
should be facilitated.............cscesseccseeeseeeees 
Chihli—Earthquake, administrative reform suggested by. 
Appointment of Magistrate, improvement of system 
Issue of rice to official classes, reform in system 
Purchase of exemption from regular promotion, abolition 
Of BYSEEM......... cece ceseceeceeceeeceteeeeeeeeseeees 
Reckless recommendation to territorial posts, heavy 
penalty for 
Laxity in attendance at Court and State worship............ 
Reorganisation of public service, Chang P‘ei-lun on 
Promotion and advancement of Manchu Censors, changes 
in system.............00008 : 
Eight Banners, abuses exposed 


OOPerre rier eet Creer errr reree rier irri errr) 
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April 28. 


Dec. 17. 
Jan. 18. 
Jan, 24, 
April 6, July 25. 


July 28. 

Dec. 18, 29. 

Sept. 26. 

Oct. 13. 

April 5. 

June 13, 

Oct. 17. 

Feb. 17, 26, Mar. 10, 17. 


Mar, 23, April 8. 
Feb. 7, 29, Mar. 7. 
Mar. 23. - 

Mar. 31. 

Mar. 31, April 21. 
April 10. 

April 19, 


Aug. 22. 
Aug. 26. 


Sept. 16. 
Sept. 16. 


Jan. 1, 18. 
Jan. 1, 18. 


Jan. 1, 18, Feb. 9. 
Jan. 15. 

Jan. 17, Feb. 9. 
Jan. 22, 


Jan, 31. 

Feb. 3, 28. 

Feb, 24, 

Feb. 24, Mar. 15. 


Mar. 11, 28, 
Mar. 14, 30. 


xv 


Application for services of disgraced officials to contain 

statement of previous shortcomings ............ 
Forms of Memorials, to be regulated .............. isecies 
Garbled quotations of Imperial Resoripts ................00008 
Manchu chit jén as pitiehshih in Boards .......... seeseacesecess 





DEcreEEs, 


High officers to recommend men of talent 
Do. to punish avarice and promote purity ... 
Recommendation of cashiered prefect, not allowed ......... 
Exaction of land-tax remitted for distress, prohibition ... 
Against careless recommendations .............ccsesccssseceeee 
Do, loitering when summoned to Peking................+8 
Yiiunan—Ts‘en Yii-ying, related by marriage to Intendant 
in jurisdiction, need not retire 
Proposed abolition of corvée ..........0..00 tee 
Unworthy officials .............ccesceeeseees Saaedeacdes 
Copper, change of route to Peking, and con- 
sequent appointment 
Kueichow—Degraded officers, proposal to reinstate........ . 
Do. Suicide of Magistrate..............csssssecceccecceeee 
Auhui—Retired Prefect dies of exertion in famine relief 
MEABUFER ..........000000 oaatieesssecceeceduscacdsesseces 
Shansi—Plethora of petty officials 
Chékiang—Judge goes mad...........ccccccssesseresaseseseeeeeeees 
Do. Officers placed at Governor’s jiveceal Sadigdsecaes 
Chibli—Pao-ti Hsien, grant for courier service 
Hupeh—Unworthy officials removed ................ccsseseeen 
Dismissed officers summoned to Court...............6. cesseseee 
Centenarian officer, honours to: 
‘© Dynastic Institutes,” preparations for revision 
Metropolitan officials, increase of salaries 


eee ccccscseccescseces 





Pe eccccescocccccce 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Droveut, Fioop, Distress, Erc. 


Chibli—Earthquake in....:... .....cccsssssesceesssceeceeeesseeseeees 
Shautung—Awount of relief given in 1882 
Foochow—Slight earthquake itv...........ccccccccescssseeeeeceeee . 
Formosa—Earthquakes in 
Canton—Rice imported for sale at sednoad rates 
Chékiang—Floods in and returns of expenditure 

Do. Damaged to sea wall and floods 
Shantung—Floods and relief granted 





rer er reer irr errerterrrrrirtr reer rerrerry 
tee cecceccee 
see cerceceee 
eee cer eve reesenees 


eee ee cenccerecvccreseseces 


Jeh Hoh—Floods in, relief granted 
Chihli—Floods in, relief granted .............csccccssseesenes osee 


Do. Lands of nobility, reduction of rents................. 
Hupeh—Floods in, relief granted ................00 adisbaees ies 
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Mar, 28, 

Mar. 28, April 15, 20, 29. 
April 21, 

April 30, May 15. 


Janu. 6 
Jan. 6. 
Janu. 6. 
Feb. 25. 
Feb, 25. 
Mar. 25. 


Jan. 7. 
Jan, 2. 
Feb, 24, 


Mar. 18, 
Jan. 24, 31, Mar. 2. 
April 14, 


Feb, 1. 
Feb. 17. 
Nov, 22. 
April 15. 
Aug. 8. 
Feb. 21. 
Feb. 23. 
April 26. 
Sept. 3, 16. 
Nov, 4. 


Jan. 1, 13. 

Mar, 2. 

April 23. 

April 23. 

May 6. 

June 9, 

Sept. 20, Nov. 4. 

July 15, 16, 26, Aug. 5 
Dec. 4. 

Aug. 12, 21. 

Mar. 3, Aug. 17, 28, 
Oct, 22, 

Nov. 14, 

Sept. 5. 


Mongolia—Effeots of famine in .............. Sceacesee Shaccoeaesecs Sept. 18. 

Foochow—Floods near........ sdedgeesvedcneesasetescnsse Sevaceaitases Dee. 5. 
Minrrary AFFAIRS, 

Tsitsihar—Drill of troops foregone because of cold and 

















SNOW oo seeeceres aaa rcacte seuss a¥eosisessante sreccresercee San. 13, 
Hupeh—Mutiny at Wu-ch‘ang ..............000006 scecssccecseneee San, 18, 
Hunan—Examination of military graduates, abuses......... Mar 13. 
Honan—Officer sent to buy horses at Lama Miao...... eeaaee April 3. 
T‘aiwan—Men disabled by climate, Hunan irregular re- 

Place:...0.cccessscssssscescces vdvesavessasce dsdeeoaesaceses Feb. 14. 
Yiinnan—Dismissal of officera ............sccseeceeeee sdbeesoadese Feb. 24. 
Kiangsu—Personal force of Tso Teung-t‘ang .............0000 April 7, 
Kiangsi—Redaction of army and navy .............06 aavaesss July 5, 
Kiangoan—Hunan offigers and men in search of employ- 

mont sent Dak ...........ceccccssssesceceeeceseerees April 2. 
Kueichow—Reduction of army ............sessecssseesseeee see May 25. 
Kuangtung—General Kao-chow devision removed ......... June 15. 
Canton—Home-made howitzers for foreign drilled troops. Nov. 15. 
Kirin—Disputed succession of title .............ccccssesseceeeees Mar. 3. 
Kansu—Military inspection postponed .............cccseeeeeee July 7. 
Tientsin—Taotai appointed Commander-in-chief ............ June 16, 
Newchwang—Construction of forts ..........cisssssesees July 31. 
Mausolea—Mutiny at ... ...........06 hee ecevieceasesce Mar. 17. 
Exemption from archery practice, changes suggested ...... Jan, 29, Feb. 1. 
Aunaal review in five provinces...............s008 Sebasecealsteses Mar. 23. 

Nov. 4. 
Nov. 21. 
Dec. 24. 
Sitan Tartars, Heh-lung Kiang, exemption from drill 
during winter months ...........csccseeeeee ccsseeee Dee, 28, 
PRISONS. 
Tsitsihar—Prisoner recaptured, penalties to gaolers......... Jan, 17. 
Hupeh—Prisoner escapes during fire at jail ................. Mar. 24, 
Canton—Ex-army officer released to wait on his mother... June 7. 
Féng-t‘ien—Extortion by jailers and others ................ June 23, 
Prisoners helping to prevent jail-breaking—Remission of 

sentences proposed .......ccsssssececssssescerseeees June 26. 
Officer sent into military servitude—Application for release 

on account of crippled condition ....... sstaeass Dec. 16. 

METEOROLOGY, 
Peking—Snow in ...... Sun tenese shacdeevesetedeoaseuwacee stdeeesonese . Jan. 31, Feb. 15, 
Do. Rain............. seveattusdscncoae ibe iecebiacsbuscuendaseees ee Mar, 26, July 4, 9, 22. 
Mongolia—Rain........... senbasbsusl ssuesssessese'es wo duly 17, 23, 26, 
Direction of wind on New Year's Day...........cccccessecsseee . Feb. 8. 


IV.,—INSTRUOTIONS, WORSHIP, AND USAGES. 
Instruction, CoLLEcEs, &o. 
Works on Classic by a Secretary and his wife, presented 
to the Emperor i....cicsccccscscsecssstseserceesseees SAD, 14, 
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. Proposal to improve the schools for Gioros in Peking ...... Feb. 26, Jan. 23. 
Reprints of works in Wu Ying Tien—Proposed............... May 1. 
Provincial Colleges—Comments by Cengor..............ssas00 May 20, June 2. 


Kirin—Free schools for children of Bannermen............... May 28, 
Imperial Academy and Chin T‘ai College—Endowment 














from Tso Tsung-t'ang ..............00 Sistesesssces June 16. 
_ Chékiang—Colleges founded by Heti family ................. Dee. 14. 
Do. do. do. Sh6n Heit .......c.sseee Dec, 14. 
Hupeh—College in Chiang-hsia Haion................c.css00e- Dec. 14. 
EXAMINATIONS. 
Licentiates above 80 and 90—Rewards to ..........c..ccs00c00 Jan. 14, 19, Mar. 13, 19. 
Do. do. Abuses in connection with. Mar. 13, 
Peking—Examination Hall, additional cells refused ...... Jan. 27, 
Pablic examination system—Abused pointed out ............ Jan, 28, Feb, 24. 
Metropolitan Examination—Notices connected with ...... Mar. 24, 27, 30, April 2, 
' 6, 12, 16, 19, 26, 30. 
Do. do. Abuses at ............. Sina edists Aug. 31, Sept. 7, 30. 
Worthies of Literature—Examination upon ... April 27, 
Kuangtung— Abuses in ooo... eecsccesseecsesessessesceeees May 14, 
Kiaogei—Explanation of discrepancy between original and 

copy of successful candidates papers............ June 22, 
Hunan—Provincial graduate loses degree for impurity of ‘ 

OVI QU oo saabvccsceciesasssezsdaaaccesecodecesdeetdevshers Sept. 11, 

Chinese Tutorships—Examinations for greater care re- 

QUEOE  oicseccecsascosseaccascceisvosacsiovatecstecteces « Oot, 4, 
Szechuen—Frauds in examinations ............--..ccescesseses Oct. 26. 
Canton—Foreign school, rewards and promotions saeesss Nov. 5. 

Do. College founded ..... Tere Nov. 21 
Military Examinations—Stricter rule advocated ............ Dec, 24, 
Worsuirs, Tempues, &c, 
Peking—Prayers for BN0W ..............ccseccssscesssecsscesson ses Jan, 1, 12, 22, Dec. 27. 
Do. Prayers for rain..................... we July 7, 
Do, Thankegiving for snow..............:ccssscssscesseseeeece Jan, 29, 
Do, Prayers for fine weather ..............c.c..ccccessscseces July 30, Aug. 26, 
Do, God of Horses, libation to .............. Scsausbecel eevee Dec. 1. 
Do. Repairs to Palace, auspicious date for commencing Oct. 4. 
Do. Temple of Agriculture, worship at .................. Mar, 29, 
Temples :— 
Li P‘ei-ching, Kueichow .............ccccecceseseee OT Jan. 2, June 13. 
Wu Yii-lan, Chihli ......... ebsvevearscccetes wee Mar, 5. 
Ch‘en Kuo-jai, Shantung .................. coe Aug. 15, 
Mo Tau-shéu, Szechuen ................csssseesssessesecceses Aug. 14. 
Tablets :— 
Shéng-ching—Various temples .............. sbsseeVecuse sees Feb. 6. 
Chibli—Ch ‘ang-p‘ing Chow a 
Kuangsi—Yit-lin Chow ...........cccscessssessscssenscececcee 





Kansu—Various temples... .. 
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Tablete—Joh Hoh—Dragon God ..........ccccecessesesseneeee . Dec. 1. 
Hica ..........cccce ceseeesene goss tivececks ise .. Deo. 2. 
Deities of Yellow River—Titles tor iseeververss . Jane 26. 
Do, do. Tnoénse for ............... we Nov. 4. 
Ma Shéng-mi, Tientsin—Canonisation protested against... Sept. 30. 
Canonisation of meritorious officiala—Applications uot to 
be whosale ............ccccsecesseessscesccosseseceeees Sept. 30, Oct. 16, 29. 
Worship at Imperial Ancestral Temple—Penalty for care- 
less behaviour............... Laseesiecececestedsunsacsde May 8, 22, Jane 28. 


ILLusTRIOUS AND ViRTUOS FEMALES. 
Honorary Portals and Patents :— 


Mother of Magistrate, Anbui.................ccecsseeee ... Jan. 10. 
Three ladies, widows over thirty years .................. Jan. 12. 
Conoubine who killed herself on death of master ...... Jan. 13. 
Lady who made broth of her liver.............secesseeere oe Mar. 24. 
Two widows over forty years........... a Mar, 29. 
Lady who killed herself on husband's ‘death April 14. 





Ladies who killed themselves on fall of Hangchow ... April 23. 
Servant girl murdered by repulsed seducer............... June 10. ° 
Lady with three generations of grand-children ......... July 22, Aug. 4. 


V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 
ARSENALS, &c. 








Foochow—Li Chao-t‘ang retires ..............ccceeeeeees secsseee Mar, 25, 
Do. Succeeded by Chang Méng-yiian .................. Mar, 25. 
Do. Extraordinary expenditure, estimates of ...... Aug. 17. 

Steam Vessels of War—Changes of titles of captain and 

OFF.COTS .o...... ee eeeeee 
Woosuny—Inapection of forts................c0008 
Tientsin Arsenal—How maintained 
DEPENDENCIES, 
Corea opened to foreign trade—Decrease of land frontier 
GU OS oe. secciccssaseies css seseds sudsnescccccesteeacectes Jan. 11, 

Do. New arrangements on frontier ..............c.cccceceneee Jan. 11, Sept. 27. 
Annam—Tribute by sea, refused to be allowed to send ... Mar. 11. 
Looohoo—Resouc of junks ............cccccesesssessesssesceseeeees April 2, June 21, Nov, 2, 

Do. Junk attacked by Chinese pirates .. Nov, 2. 

Tibet—Review of troops in...............ccececesesscceeeeeeconseee Jan, 29, 

Do. Title for Superior of Lamasery at Tashilumbo...... Feb. 14. 

Do. Disturbance between Lamas and Nepalese ......... June 22, 29. 

Do. Tribute mission from ...............0..cccceeesneeeeee «. July 21, 

Do. Hutukta allowed to visit Dalai aes) Nov. 15. 





VI —MONGOLIA, MANCHURIA AND PROVINCES. 


Moneoria. 
Ch‘aha‘rh—Forty-four postal stations, cost of ............... Jan. 14, 
Do. Officer condemned to postal servitude con- 
tributes Tle. 2,000 ................ ieadseaetentes Mar. 6. 
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Pa-li-k‘un—Captain drowned.............cccsscccssseccsssseeeee oe 
Do. Report on state of and removal of Bannermen 
Jeh Hoh—Coat of establishment ...............ccscececssseeeeee 
Do. Assistant Superintendent of silver mines sp- 
PONCE 2. fino. secesnvesoesecd desveeccsvaedsosaseassesaes 
Tli—Commandant’s accounts in confusion, he commits 
BUICIMS ...........sccscecssessssoeneesessecneeeens adaeaies 
Do. One Bannerman shoots another.................. 

Do. Building accounts falsified .................. csssscesseeceeees 
Do. Preparations for expedition to mark out frontier ...... 
Do. Restoration of Imperial Tablet at Ko-téng Shan ...... 
Do. Khirgis select Chinese rule in preference to Russian. 
Do. Officials out of employment sent back ...............e00e08 
Urga—Camels supplied by Mongol chiefs for transports of 
CLOOPS oo. .ccsecssesenceeeccsecrnseeeoeesecnseeene oseveee 
Do. Fuel and mutton for troops during winter............ 
Do. Insufficient of clerks and police ................cccenees 
K‘obdo—Lead mines near, prohibited working of............ 
Do. Grain in store condemned .............cscccseseccseeeee 
Hami—Advance of ten years’ salary to Mussulman Prince 
Do. Inspection of military stations................ccceceseee 
Guchéno—Reinforcements applied for .............csseceeserees 
Barkul—Tribute offering of gold dust by Mahommedan 
Chieftain ...........ccsssesccccccssscseeecessseeeees bens 
Uliasut‘ai—Inspection of postal stations................666 sees 

Do. Government horse-breeding establishment 
Do, Mongolia famine in.............sccssessrerseceees 


Do. Measures for relieving block on postal roads... 
Do, Mongolian officials applying for sick leave, 
rules for testing accuracy of symptoms 


+ Peported.........sccscccssessseeeeeseeees saasedesscasase 
Lamaist Priest—Passports for, rules for issue ............... 
Kashgaria—Establishment of civil administration ......... 
Do, Appointments to new posts ............00 seceeeee 
MANCHORIA. 
Kirin—Leave to Governor ........sc.csssssssceccccssceeserseneeeces 
Do. Disputed succession to title ... 
Do. Opening of coal mineB...............ccsccsessccesescessees 
Do. Ginseng sent to Palace 
Teitsihar—Drill of troops intermitted in winter ............ 
Do. Suppression of brigandage 
Do. Execution of brigands ..... .......c.cccecssssseeceeeer 
Shéng-obing—Opening of Corea, frontier force augmented 
Do. Coal mines, likin O1............cccccssssceeseoeseees 
Do. Criminals, Mongol Prince fails to surrender 
Heh-lung Chiang—Location of camp followers ............... 
Do, Winter bunt ...... dcieext dsvcdandusunscaucise 
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April 10. 


Mar. 17. - 

Mar. 23. 

April 5. 

June 24, July 2. 
Aug. 31. 

Sept. 13. 

Oot. 30. 


April 19. 
April 22, 
Dee. 3. 
Aug. 7. 
Aug. 7. 
July 17. 
Deo, 3. 
Aug. 12, 


Nov. 11. 
Dec. 1. 
Dee. 3. 
July 13, 31. 


July 31, Sept. 18, 


Aug. 31, 
Sept. 21. 
July 12, 
Noy. 9, 


Jan. 5, Mar. 6. 
Mar. 3. 
Mar. 30. 
Nov. 17. 
Jan. 13, 
Jan. 15. 
Jan. 17, 
Jan. 19, 
Mar. 1. 
Mar. 24, 
Sept. 11. 
Noy. 30. 
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PROVINCES. 
Kueichow —Local produote sent to Peking ................0066 Mar. 4. 
Do. Miao-tzi, education and civilisation of ......... May 31. 
Do. Waste lands, cultivation by soldiery ............ Nov. 27. 
Do. Charges against Governor................ssceceeeee Dee. 21. 27. 
Kiangsu—Survey of alluvial lands ........ sacusbereavessissseens Jan. 2. 
Do, Old soldiers sent home .................ceseceeceeseeses April 2. 
Do. Tour of inspection by Governor-General ......... May 8. 
Do.  LIuspection of sen walls ..............0.0000. seeesvesaees Aug. 2. 
Shansi— Waste lands, cultivation of...............ss0see0 heageds Jan. 4, 

Do. Plethora of petty officials................ Feb. 17. 
Shensi—Special mission of enquiry ................. saadeusveeees Aug. 26, Noy. 5. 
Shantung—Relief granted in 1882 ............cscecssseessecseses Mar. 2. 

Do, Prefect of Chi-nan Fu, honours to father of ... April 14. 
Chihli—Earthquake at Shéu Chow .............cssessseseeeeeees Janu, 13. 

Do. Pirates, suppression of ........... .. Mar. & 

Do. Li Hung-chang ordered back ..... July 13. 

Do. Pao-ting Fu, special selection of Prefect . Aug. 5 


Do. Lands of nobility, reduction of rent .................. Nov. 26. 





Peking—Opening of oity gates, restrictions on ............... Deo. 13. 
Hupeh—Mutiny at Wu-olifang ............ ce csessesseeceeceeeenees Jan, 18. 

Da, Crimes punishable by summary execution, ex- 
tension of category ....... nsauescsbadecaseseseveoets Juve 11. 

Do. Governor-General retires, changes in government June 27. 

Do. Wuech‘ang, Prefect removed....... wb isdcvscecdecsevens July 1. 

Do. Fishing rights in Han-yang, settlement of dispute Sept. 13. 

Do. Governor-General retires.,............0ccecessceseesesees Sept. 30. 
Huanan—Forced labour in coal mines .............cccccsssceeeee May 23, June 5. 
Yiionan—Treasury accounts, office for regulation of ...... Jan, 24, 

Do. Copper for Peking, changes of route ............0.. Jan, 26, 
Do, do. in transitu, arrangements..................... Mar. 18, 
Do. Foreign Machinery for copper mines, officers 
Bent to purchase...............cecsecssesececceeeerees Mar. 30. 
Do. Copper production, proposals for improvement. Mar. 31. 
Do. do. do. formation of publiccompany June 9, Oct, 19. 
Do. Contributors to public works, rewards given ... July 9. 
Szechuen—Arrival of Ts‘én Yii-ying ...........cccccccsesseeees Jan, 5. 
Do. Death of Literary Chancellor..............scccceeees Mar. 2. 
Do. Abolition of ‘‘ Messengers Offices ” Sept. 17. 
Kuangei—Fire in Treagurer’s office .............secccsesseeseeeee Mar. 18. 

Do. New Commander-in-chief.............cccccsoccesseeees July 22. 

Do. Riot in Lin-hui Hsien ...........c ee esecct eee ceeeee Aug. 10. 

Do. Operations on Tonquin frontier, rewarde ......... Oct. 28 
Kiangsi—Likix on grain, abolition of .................0000e00002 Mar. 26, April 11. 

Do. Female infanticide, measures of prevention ...... Oct, 4. 

Do. Philosopher Chou Tun-i, repairs to tomb of...... Oct. 16. 
Anhui—Dispute about waste lands and riots 
Chékiang— Population in 1882 ...............c00008. 

Do. Silk crop in 1883 .........ccecesseesee sesencereeeeesses 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 


1883. 


January 1st (K.S. vir, x1, 23).—(Abstract 
of Memorials). Chang Shu-shéng reports 
an earthquake at Shén-chou and other 
places, and the measures taken to give 
relief to the people. A Rescript expresses 
His Majesty's pity for the sufferers and 
orders effectual steps to be taken. 

(1) A series of prayers for snow is ordered 
to be held on January 4th at all the State 
temples, His Majesty, as usual, conducting 
the worship at the Ta Kao Tien. 

(2) Kang-i is appointed Treasurer of 
Kwangtung ; his post of Judge of Chihli is 
filled by Sung-ch‘un, who is succeeded as 
Judge of Shansi by K‘uei-pin. 

(3) A Decree, dismissing from the public 
service the Censor Li Yd-‘hua, who was 
yesterday ordered to resign his duties and 
await examination with regard to his com- 
plicity in the Yiinnau case. The Censorate 
now report that his general conduct is 
rumoured to be improper, The Censors are 
charged with the duty of denunciation, and 
the officers chosen for this post should 
govern their conduct with such circum- 
spection that no slur may be cast on their 
ottice. The Heads of the Censorate are 
commanded to honestly examine their 
subordinates from time to time, and truth- 
fully denounce any that are wanting in 
self-respect and are reputed unworthy. 

(4) A Decree, commanding the Board of 
Civil Ottice to consider the proposals of the 
Censors Ko Ching and Ying-chiin. The 
former desires that more appointments to 
district mavistracies may bo made by the 
Board, and that the rules for the choice of 
Independent Department Magistrates may 
be assiintated to those for the selection of 
Intendants and Prefects, Yiny-chiiu re- 
quests that the re-appointment of officials 
forced to retire in mourning may be faci- 
litated. 

(5) Memorial from Lin-shn and P‘an 
Tsu-yin, Commisaiouers for the investiga- 
tion of the Yiinnan case. Though T*sui 
Tsun-yi is reported to have died and P‘an 
Yin-chang has not yet been heard of, the 
memoriauists do not consider the absence 

of these important witnesses any reason 
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for relaxing their efforts. As the funds 
from Yiinnan were deposited in the T‘ien 
Shun Hsiang and the other banks, it is 
hardly possible that the persons who drew 
money from those banks should be utterly 
ignorant of the facts of the case. The 
banker Wang Ching-ch‘én states that, 
though his business is to recognize bills 
not faces, and though he has never inquired 
particularly the names and residences of 
these who came to his shop to cash bills, 
he does remember that, in August last, a 
Mr. Sun, of the Yiinnan department of 
the Board of Revenue, came to his bank 
to inquire whether an order of P‘an 
Yin-chang’s were valid. The memorialists 
desire that Sun Chia-mu, Second Class 
Assistant Secretary of the Board of Revenue, 
may resign his post and await examination 
as to his identity with this Mr. Sun, A 
Decree of December 26th, 1882, orders Sun 
Chia-mu to resign his post and await trial. 

(6) In a postscript memorial, Lin-shu 
and his colleague report that they have 
traced a bill of P‘an Yin-chang’s on the 
Tien Shun Hsiang bank toChou Jui-ch‘ing, 
who, in November 1887, gave it to the 
banker Yeu Chéng-ch‘ing to yet it cashed, 
taking notes of Yen Chéng-ch‘ing’s shop in 
exchange. As Chou Jui-ch‘ing’s servant 
has already deposed that his master and 
P‘an Yin-chang and Ts‘ui Tsun-yi visited 
one another, this is a proof that Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing received bribes. The memorialists 
request that he be temporarily deprived of 
his rank and brought to trial.—A Decree 
of 26th December, 1882, dismisses. Chou 
Jui-ch‘inyg from the public service. 

January 2nd (K.8. virt, x1, 24).—(1) A 
Decree, in reply to a memorial from Lin 
Chao-yuan, authorising the erection of a 
temple in Kwei-chow to Li P‘ei-ching, 
who, while Treasurer and afterwards 
Governor, suppressed the rebellion in that 
province. The Governor states that the 
people remember his learning, conduct, 
administration, and public service ; the 
request that a posthumous title may be 
bestowed on him, as a special act of grace, 
is granted, 
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- _- (2) Tsu Tsung-t‘ang and P‘éng Yii-lin, 
: Inspector ‘of tha’-Yangtze fleet, in a joint 
memorial, réquest that the biography of 
Wang Chi, Brigadier of Lang-shan, may be 
compiled by the State Historiographer’s 
Office, and that spring and autumn aacri- 
fices be offered at the temples erected to 
him by the officials. The deceased officer 
greatly distinguished himself during the 
Taeping Rebellion, obtaining the title of 
Bat‘uru and the rank of Brigadier. When 
order was restored, he exerted himself tu 
repress the lawless bands that infested the 
islands along the coast. His constitution 
was undermined by exposure during these 
expeditions, and, on his return home, he 
fell ill and died. In the training of his 
troops and the governance of his subor- 
dinates, he impressed on them the need of 
zeal and obedience. He loved the people, 
esteemed the learned, and hated a wicked 
man, as if he were an enemy. His friends 
and comrades, the army and the people, 
alike lamented his death and contributed 
to erect a temple to his memory. Such 
are the statements of the Brigadiers of 
Su-sung and Langshan, who have reques- 
ted the memorialists to bring the career of 
Wang Chi to His Majesty’s notice. The 
memorialists observe that he excelled both 
in personal bravery and in strategy: he 
served throughout the rebellion, and is no 
unworthy successor of the great men of 
yore who held it right to devote life itself 
to the service of their country.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

(3) Ting Pao-chén requests that the 
Board be instructed to include the names 
of the Treasurer, Lu Fu-lin, and of the 
Salt Comptroller, Sung-fan, at the end of 
the year in the list of ofticers commended 
for their services in collecting the annual 
subsidy to the Central Government. The 
subsidies due from Ssii-ch‘uan to Peking 
and to other provinces and the cost of the 
provincial army amount every year to 
Tis. 4,000,000 odd, the whole sum being 
supplied from the treasuries of the Finan- 
cial Commissioner and the Salt Comptroller, 
though the land-tax and salt-tax receipts 
only amount to one half of the sums 
required, and the balance has to be made 
up from the lekin on goods and salt. This 
year, further demands were made on the 
provincial treasury, and the exertions and 
economy of the above-mentioned oflicers 
alone enabled the memorialist to obtain 
the amount required.—Granted by Re- 
script. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t‘ang requests the dis- 
missal of T‘ang Fang-yii, an Assistant 
District Magistrate, who embezzled Tls. 
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1,800 from the public funds deposited in 
his charge by the Commander-in-Chief of 
Kiangsu. T‘ang Fang yii having disap- 
peared, the memorialist has communicat- 
ed with the authorities throughout Kiangau 
and at his native place in Hunan.—Grant- 
ed by Rescript. 

January 3rd (K.S. vim, x1, 25.)—(Court 
Circular) Yii Yin-lin FRR ) returns 
thanks for his appointment to be Intend- 
ant of the Ching-chou, Ichang, and Shih- 
nan Circuit in Hupei. 

(1) Chang Shu-shéng, in a postscript 
memorial, reports the result of an inves- 
tigation, held by the Provincial Commis- 
sioners, into the charge of extortion 
brought against the Police Master of Huai- 
lai Hsien. The facts are as follows :—In 
November, 1879, Wu Ch‘in, Mayistrate 
of Huai-lai, prohibited the use of under- 
sized cash, and entrusted the-execution of 
the order to the Police-master Chia Shih- 
k‘uei. On a market day, shortly after- 
wards, some undersized cash were given 
by three shops in cashing notes. ‘This 
caused a dispute, and the Police-master, 
hearing of it, sent the managers of the 


shops to the magistracy. Two shops es- - 


caped punishment by subscribing Tls. 500 


aud Tis. 300, respectively, to the public ‘ 


granary fund: the manager of the other, 
who was too poor to pay anything, was 
beaten. In January, 1880, the manager of 


the Pei Yung Chiu shop sent Chia Shih- | 


k‘uei a present of Tls. 50, which was 
accepted. There is thus no ground for the 
charge that Chia Shih-k‘uei made the sup- 
pression of undersized coin a pretext for 
general extortion. The memorialist and 
his subordinates could not understand why 
the manager should send a present to Chia 
Shih-k‘uei who had caused him to be fined, 
and could not believe it was willingly 
given. The manager, however, asserted 
that the money was sent to gain the Police- 
master’s goodwill, and in gratitude for his 
escape froin punishment. Besides, only one 
shop sent a present; the other shop fined 
never sent acash. The Police-master, for re- 
ceiving a present, after the event, and notas, 
a bribe in perversion of justice, is sentenced 
to 80 blows ; but, as he has been dismissed, 
the penalty will not be exacted. His 
general conduct was evidently improper ; 
it is, therefore, requested that he be 
never re-employed, and be placed under 
oflicial surveillanee in his native dictrict. 
The shops gave small cash by mistake and 
not fraudulently ; they incur no punish- 
ment. The Tls. 50 will be recovered from 
Chia Shih k‘uci’s family, and repaid, The 
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Magistrate has already been degraded ; his 
case need not be considered. It will 
henceforth be forbidden to entrust the pro- 
hibition of small cash to petty officials.— 
Rescript : Be it as is requested. Let the 
proper Board take note. 

January 4th (K.S. vir, x1, 26).—(1) 
Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, Governor 
of Shansi. The Memorialist’s request that 
K‘uei-pin, Intendant of Hsiian-hua Fu, 
might be appointed to superintend the 
cultivation of the Government waste-lands 
beyond the province, was assented to, and 
an office was established for the survey of 
the land, K‘uei-pin has submitted several 
reporta, of the gist of which the Memoria- 
list begs to inform His Majesty. Of the 
ten localities in the Féng-chén and Ning- 
yiian independent sub-prefectures which 
are to be brought under cultivation, two 
have been completely surveyed ; the rest 
have been taken up by the merchants. 
As to the money, that should be paid as 
security for the land being cultivated; 
if the price of the land has been 
paid the merchant, the merchant and the 
farmer shall each pay half, and the latter, 
on making a further payment of one mace 
(per acre ?), shall receive a lease in perpet- 
uity ; if no price has been paid, a fair price 
shall be demanded from the farmer ; no 
farmer who has not paid the surety-money 
on the land shall be allowed to occupy it. 
The annual rent is fixed according to the 
regulations heretofore drawn up by the 
Board. The land shall pay taxes after 
three years’ tillage. The expenses incur- 
red in the survey shall be paid out of the 
surety-money. 

The Memorialist observes that, though 
unlicensed cultivation of the pastures be- 
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longing to the Mongol Princes and Nobles - 


is not allowed, the Government waste- 
lands, which it is now proposed to turn 
into arable land, have, during a long 
period of peace, been divided into fields 
and irrigated, in like manner to land 
in the interior. But it was to be ap- 
prehended that, ere a survey had been 
made and the land had become liable to 
taxation, every sort of concealment and 
confusion would arise. Settlers, who did 
not hold an official lease, would look on 
their land as a chance possession ; they 
would think the success or failure of the 
harvest a question of fate, and would not 
exert themselves to till the soil. And the 
banner officials and the clerks would com- 
bine to oppress them, and would arbitrarily 
dispossess them of the land. Moreover, 
the land being illegally cultivated, the 
strong would seize the farms of the weak, 
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aud constant brawling and lawsuits would 
be the result. 

The Mongols, too, would suffer for the 
merchants having gained over the oflicials 
by bribery, and the ownership of the land 
being uncertain, poor land would be aban- 
doned, and a bad harvest would be followed 
by the flight of the farmer leaving his rent - 
unpaid, Thusa hundred li of fertile land 
would be left to the encroachments of 
neighbouring settlers. Unless local govern- 
ment were established, the new country 
would seon become the resort of bad 
characters, whose numbers and rapid move- 
ments would preclude the possibility of 
capture. Thus the ofticial survey is not 
only a means for collecting a certain 
amount of taxes, but a measure preventive 
of grave evil to the border country. 

The difticulties in the way of the seheme 
were far more numerous than in the case 
of lands in the interior. The possessions 
of the Mongols are held by ancient pre- 
scriptive right ; their extent has never been 
defined ; and to any step which did not suit 
them, they objected that their pasturayes 
were interfered with, The whole expense 
of the measure fell on the settler; one 
spot was often surveyed several times, and 
the expense caused by the ignorance of 
the surveyors wasimmense. The men who 
undertook the survey hoped to make it a 
source of gain, and the removal of abuses 
now effected caused much murmuring. It 
was likely enough, too, that pretexts should 
be sought for agitating the people, and 
that artful attempts should be made to 
illegally dispose of land for tillage. 

The Governor of Ch‘ahar has now sent 
Mongol officers to assist the deputies of 
K‘uei-pin, charging them to forbid all 
extortion and diligently guard against false 
reports ; proclamation has been-made that 
the bounds of the land will be determined 
fairly and exactly, and that all services 
imposed on the settlers are remitted. ‘This 
must cause general contidence.. When the 
survey has been made, and the surety- 
money paid, a lease in perpetuity will be 
given. The grievauce of the settlers is 
thus removed, The rent of the Mongols, 
too, had been assured by its being author- 
itatively fixed. Local government will be 
soon established, and the tithing-system 
introduced, 

The upright character, firm endurance, 
clever designs, and honest zeal of K‘uei- 
pin have greatly contributed to the success 
of the measure, by gaining the public trust 
and respect. 

The eight regulations proposed are simi- 
lar to those agreed to in the case of Chilli ; 
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they have been communicated to the Board 
to be put on record. 

Owing to the wide extent and desolate 
nature of the land beyond the passes, and 
the severity of the weather, the difliculties 
of travelling there are ten times as great as 
in China. As the soil varies greatly, every 
spot has had to be inspected by the officials 
in person. Their exertions thus merit 
some mark of approbation. The names of 
the provincial aud the Mongol otticers, the 
Memorialist hopes he will be allowed to 
submit to the Throne.—Granted by Re- 
script. 

January 5th (K.S. vit, x1, 27).—(1) 
Ts’én Yii-yinz, Acting Governor-General of 
the Yiin-kuei provinces, reports his arrival 
at the capital of Yiinnan on 2nd October 
1882. Liu Ch’ang-yu sent him the seal, 
the death warrant, papers, &c., on the 3rd 
October. On his way through Kueichow 
and Yiiunan he observed that the weather 
was seasonable, that the late crop was in 
the blade, and that the people were orderly. 

(2) Tso ‘Tsung-t‘ang and Wei J ung-kuang, 
in a Joint Memorial, report the result of 
the decennial survey of the alluvial lands 
in Kiangsu :—There are 355,142 mu (nearly 
60,000 acres) of newly formed land, which 
should pay taxes amounting to Tis. 10,788 ; 
7,286 mw of improved land, which should 
pay a higher rate of taxes; 24,775 mu of 
land have been washed away, on which 
taxes should be remitted Tis. 1,148. On 
25,890 mu the payment of taxes is deferred, 
as the status of the land is still unde- 
termined. The sale and lease of land 
brought in Tis. 103,811, and the arrears 
of taxation paid amount to Tis. 32,906. 
Tis. 17,416 have been spent in surveying, 
collection of taxes, Wc., &., leaving a 
balance of Tls. 129,363 in the Treasury. 

The Memorialists point out the excellent 
work done by the Treasurer at Soochow 
and his subordinates. Where taxation 
was proper, it has been exacted, thus pre- 
venting fraudulent concealment; when 
remission of taxation was necessary, it 
has been granted, thus freeing the people 
from annoyance ; an impartial survey has 
determined the extent of the land, and 
the settlement of all cases pending has 
diminished the number of ducuments. 
‘The increase in the price of land and the 
payment of extra taxes have been deter- 
mined in accordance with. the state of 
each place; not the least extortion has 
been permitted to officials or clerks ; 
careful reports have been made on the 
cases not settled in the two. previous sur- 
veys of 1858 and 1868. The Imperial 

beneficence has thus been bestowed on all 
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the dwellers in the alluvial lands. The 
Memorialists, therefore, request leave t. 
recommend such oflicers as specially dis- 
tinguished themselves to His Majesty: 


notice.—Rescript : Let the proper Rvuard 


consider and report to us. 

(3) Memorial from Ming-an, Governor 
of Kirin. The Memorialist has always 
suffered from a cough, which, during his 
service at Peking, attacked him every 
autumn and winter. While holding office in 
Moukden and Kirin, he has had to care- 
fully avoid exposure to cold. The pre- 
mature cold weather of last autumn injured 
his health so much that he obtained one 
month’s leave, at the conclusion of which 
he made an effort and resumed his duties. 
The wet summer, and his exertion in 
inspecting the troops and supervising thie 
military examinations, brought on his oid 
complaint in Angust last. His physician 
prescribes perfect rest, lest another attack 
should produce a chronic illness. The 
Memorialist is thus compelled to request 
another month’s leave. He will still be 
able to attend to his ordinary business at 
his own residence; he requests that the 
inspection of the forces may be entrusted 
to the Deputy Lieutenant-Governor, Yii- 
liang.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) T‘sen Yii-ying forwards the request 
of the Treasurér, and the Grain and Salt 
Commissioners, that the inspection of their 
respective treasuries, which is proper on 
the arrival of a new Viceroy, -may be 
deferred till the bureau appointed for 
that purpose has revised the system of 
accounts in force in Yiinnan. The Com- 
missioners state that, although military 
operations have ceased and quiet prevails 
throughout the province, the full amount 
of land tax, salt duty, ete., cannot be 
collected, nor is an annual return of ex- 
penditure submitted to the Throne, For 
this reason they are unable to forward the 
detailed accounts. ‘he receipt and the 
issue of funds from the Financial Com- 
missioner’s treasury are reckoned generally ; 
the items are not distinguished.—Reseript : 
Let the Board of Revenue take note, 

January 6th (K.S. vim, x1, 28).—(1) A 
Decree. ‘To obtain good oflicers is the 
first requisite of good government. At the 
present diflicult crisis in the affairs of the 
Empire, men of talent are urgently needed ; 
and it behoves Us to seek for them far and 
wide. The High Officers, of the central 
and of the provincial governments alike, 
are bound to devote themselves to the ser- 
vice of their Sovereign : if, in the course 
of their duties, they see or hear of ofticials 
whose vast capacity and far-seeing kuow- 
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ledge, as well as the excellence of their 
talents and conduct, are approved by long 
experience, let each of them bring forward 
those he knows, and draw up accurate and 
truthful testimonials of their worth. Let 
them make their recommendations with 
perfect fairness, neither yielding to the 
claims of private interest, nor, by the rash 
selection of men who have an undeserved re- 
putation, uselessly multiplying the number 
of recommendations, that Our earnest desire 
to monopolize true talent may be gratified. 
(2) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from the Censor Shao Chi-ch‘eng, The 
Censor’s proposal to reward the upright 
and punish the unworthy officials, to forbid 
illegal fines, and to diminish the corvée, 
shew that he is actuated by a desire to 
improve the administration and to ame- 
liorate the condition of the people. The 
Court looks on cleanhaudedness as the 
first requisite in an oflicer, for only by 
such purity of conduct can any of Our 
servants perform their duties with diligence 
and success. The Governors-General and 
Governors should be especially rigorous in 
the punishment of extortion and avarice, 
and should shew especial favour to the 
upright among their subordinates. Intrigue 
and toadyism are the worst vices of officials. 
The Censor denounces Pfan Chiin-ch‘iin, 
an ex-prefect of Kianysi, whom Jen Tao- 
jung has recommended for his exertivus in 
closing the breach in the dykes at P’ao 
Yiian. Let hisrecommendation be cancelled; 
and let Jén Tao-jung be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
Likin barriers were established as a last 
resource, and We have repeatedly forbid- 
den any annoyance to be caused by them. 
If, as the Censor asserts, the officials first 
condone smuggling for a bribe, and then 
exact a fine for evading the duty besides, 
the traders must suffer unendurable tyran- 
ny. Let such malpractices be strictly for- 
bidden and severely punished. The corvée 
must be exacted in strict accordance with 
the law that regulates this borrowing of 
the people’s strength. If the legal limit is 
exceeded, every sort ofabuse springs up, and 
the people’s means of subsistence is injured. 
Chihli and Shansi have of late years 
greatly reduced this burden: in the other 
provinces such steps must be taken as the 
circumstances of the case admit of. © Each 
Viceroy and Governor must earnestly obey 
and honestly execute the above instruc- 
tions. Let them not pay Our commands 
lip obedience and look on our admonitions 
asempty words. 
(3) A Decree, dismissing from the public 
service, at the instance of Shao Chi-ch‘éng, 
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Ch‘i-hsii, an expectant Taotai on the Honan 
establishment, and formerly a secretary of 
the Board of Revenue. 

(4) Wei Jung-kuang, Governor of 
Kiangsu, reports acase in which the 
criminal murdered his sister-in-law, be- 
cause she knew of his adultery with his 
cousin’s wife and threatened to have him 
punished, and burned her four children in 
her house lest they should inform against 
him. He was sentenced to death by the 
ling ch‘ih process, an award that was im- 
mediately carried out. The guilty woman, 
who was privy to the murders but did not 
take an active part in them, is banished 
3,000 l2, to be a slave in a frontier garrison. 
The body of the murdered woman was 
cast into a stream ; but when, no trace of 
her being found in the ashes of her house, 
a relative prayed for divine aid in the 
search, a peal of thunder was heard and 
the corpse rose to the surface, lifting the 
stone by which it had been sunk. 

January 7th (KS. vin, x1, 29.)—(Ab- 
stract of Memorials.) Ts‘én Yii-ying re- 
ports that his nephew married the niece of 
Liu Pfing-ch‘uan, an Intendant residing at 
his home in Yiinnan.—Rescript : He need 
not. withdraw. 

The same ofticer reports the day on which 
the official detached to conduct to the 
Board Ptan Ying-chang, prefect of Yung- 
chfangy, who has returned to Yiinnan, 
started for the City.—Rescript : Noted. 

(1) Liu-shw and P‘an Tsu-yin report the 
deposition of the Secretary, Sun Chia-mu 
(see Gazette of 6th December 1882), who 
was ordered to resiyn his post and await 
examination respecting the Yiinnan ac- 
counts case. He stated that in April 1852 
Lung Chi-tung, a secretary of the same 
department of the Board of Revenue, men- 
tioned that the Yiinnan accounts would 
soon arrive, and that he had been asked to 
manage the payment of the public fees 
which since the Kebellion had replaced the 
ration allowance of the department. Sun 
Chia-mu ordered the clerks to carefully 
audit the accounts, and told them that the 
public fees would be settled by aman from 
the provinces. He requested that Lung 
might be summoned to tell what he knew 
about the matter. The Memorialists, con- 
sidering that it was necessary to ascertain 
clearly who received this money, and how 
it was divided among the olticials of the 
department, wrote to the Board tosummon 
Lung Chi-tung, who, however, denied 
having engaged Sun Chia-mu to manage 
this case. They accordingly request that 
he be ordered to resign his post and be 
confronted with Sun Chia-mu, whose tem- 


[Jaw. 7—9. 








porary dismissal for convenience of trial 
ts also requested. (See Guzette of 26th 
December, 1882). 

(2) Ho Ching and Chang Chao-tung re- 
quest that Ch‘iieh Lien-ch‘éng, a Captain, 
may be dismissed and deprived of his 
feather and patent of rank. He is proved 
to have been the sworn brother of Chuang 
Yii, who got together a band of rebels and 
made a disturbance in the Chia-i district 
of Téaiwan Fu. Ch‘iieh Lien-ch‘éng, being 
suspected of complicity in the outbreak, 
and of knowing Chuang Yii’s whereabouts, 
was summoned before the Mavistrate; hut, 
relying on his rank, he refused to answer 
the questions put to him. He claims t» 
have received the brevet rank of First 
Captain in return for his subscription to 
the Fuhbkien fund, but no record of this 
reward exists.—Resrript : Be it as is re- 
quested. Let the Board concerned take 
note. 

(3) Ming-an reports the despatch of a 
further supply of ginséng for His Majesty. 
The Memorialist forwarded supplies of 
ginséng on 26th October and 21st Novem- 
ber, 1882, and the officers sent by him 
have now succeeded in obtaining 4 large, 
12 medium, and 12 small sprigs of ginséng, 
which have been packed in two boxes and 
entrusted to a Yiin Ch't Yi to convey to 
the City. The cost of procuring these 
sprigs was Tls. 1,189, which has been de- 
frayed out of the duty on cultivated gin- 
séng.—Rescript : Noted. 

(4) Ting Pao-chén, in a Postscript Mem- 
orial, reports the payment into the pro- 
vincial treasury of Tls. 2,479, being the 
amount of the ginséng purchase-money, 
due yearly from the K‘uei Customs of 
Ssit-ch‘uan, collected during the year 1878. 

January 8th (K.S. vin, x1, 30.)—(1) A 
Decree, in answer to a Memorial from Lin 
Chao-yuan, degrading or dismissing un- 
worthy officials in Kueichou. 

(2) Liu Yuo-shu (who was chwang yuan 
in 1871, is appointed Junior Secretary of 
the Supervisorate of Instruction. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Li Ho- 
nien, Governor of Honan, reporting that 
the Literary Chancellor of that province 
has submitted proofs that not one of his 
six secretaries is either a native of Honan, 
or of a district within 500 li of its borders, 
or a fellow-provincial of the Chancellor’s. 
—Rescript-Noted. 

(4) Ch‘ung-ch‘i, Military Governor of 
Moukden, and Pao-sén, Vice-Resident of 
the Board of Punishments, report the trial 
of two men charged with felling timber for 
firewood within the boundaries of the 
Imperial Mausolea. Both the criminals 
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are Bannermen, and this is their first theft 
of Imperial wood. The facts of the case 
are clearly proved : both men are dismissed 
from their banners ; the principal offender 


is sentenced to death, his accomplice to ‘ 


transportation for life to a near frontier 
province, 


(5) Chang Chih-tung, in a Postscript | 


Memorial, forwards the application of the 
Treasurer for the bestowal of an honorary 


portal on the mother of a titular Major, | 
belonging to the district of PSing-yao, who ° 


has subscribed Tls. 3.000 towards 
support of the students of the Provincial 
College. This lady has ever joyfully con- 
tributed to all schemes of charity, such as 
the distribution of wadded garments, or 
the repair of the public schools. —Granted 
by Rescript. 

(6) Chang Chih-tung requests that the 
superintendence of the Customs of the city 


the | 


of Kuei-hua may be ayain entrusted to ; 


A-ko-ta-ch‘un, Intendant of the Kuei-sui 
Circuit, who has, for more than six years, 


undertaken this duty in addition to his ; 


own, and performed it with diligence and 
correctness.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 9th (K.S. vi, xi, 1.)—A 
Decree, in answer to a Memorial from the 
Board of Ceremonies upon the ceremonial 
to be observed on the approaching New 
Year’s Day (8th Feb.) Upon this subject 
We have been honoured with the benignant 
mandate of the Empress Mother in the 
following terms :—On the first day of the 
9th year Kuang Hsii the enthronement in 
the ‘I'z‘t Ning Kung and the state banquet 
are to be dispensed with. The insignia 
are not to be arrayed. The musicians are 
to assemble but not to perform. The 
Emperor will perform the obeisances in 
the Yang Hsin Pavilion. The princes, 
nobles, and ministers above the second 
rank, will perform their obeisances out- 
side the gate of the Tz‘t Ning Kung. The 
officials below the third rank will do the 
same outside the great yateway ‘of the 
Palace (Wu Mén.) Obeisances on the part 
of the ladies of the Court, Princesses 
Imperial or Consort, and ladies of rank, 
are to be dispensed with. ‘The enthrone- 
meut of the Emperor to receive congratula- 
tions will be dispensed with. The stations 
at which the princes, nobles, and officials 
will perform their obeisances, are to be 
taken up in conformity with the proposals 
of the Board. For the rest, be it as is 
proposed. (This Decree has reference to 
the mourning still continued for the late 
Empress Dowager.) 

(2) Jén Tao-jung reports the closing of 
the breach in the Yellow River embank- 
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ments at T‘ao Yiian on 21st December. 
The Memorialist received the Imperial 
Decree in reply to his first Memorial on 
this subject on the 16th December. Find- 
ing that the rush of water through the 
breach had been somewhat abated by the 
dam formed, he urged his subordinates to 
push on the work ere the frost should 
come upon them; he also called on the 
people by proclamation to bring earth 
and other materials. Several thousands 
responded to his appeal, and the work was 
carried on day and night. In spite of a 
violent gale on the 10th and a snowstorm 
on the 11th, some progress was made. 
Observiny that the waters were returning 
to their old course, and that the new dykes 
on either side of the breach were firm and 
solid, the Governor, as the ‘‘ heavy snow” 
term was already past, gave orders to throw 
a dyke only a chang or more above the 
river level across the gap, as an effectual 
means of saving labour. On the 13th and 
14th, the river rose over two feet, and the 
face of thie dykes was washed away. On 
the 15th and 16th, a violent gale, accom- 
panied by heavy snow, rendered the work 
‘still more arduous ; but no delay took place. 
On the 17th, the two new dykes had al- 
most met, and, favoured by fine weather, 
the work was pushed on with redoubled 
vigour. About 2 a.m. on the 19th, a roar 
as of thunder was suddenly heard, and, in 
@ moment, a mountain of ice descended on 
the works, The waters rose 12 feet, and 
the ice-blocks scraped away the face of the 
dykes. By the superhuman exertions of 
the officers and men engaged in the work, 
every injury was immediately repaired ; 
and, on the 21st at noon, the breach was 
stopped. The subsidiary dykes were streng- 
thened, and piles were firmly rivetted on 
the face of the embankments. ‘The Gov- 
ernor remarks on the speed with which 
this enormous breach was closed, in spite of 
the inclemency of the season, and praises 
the officers engaged as not inferiorin bravery 
to those who distinguished themselves in 
battle. A long list of recommendations 
fullows. (See Decree of 27th Dec., 1882.) 

(3) In a Postscript Memorial, Jén Tao- 
jung reports the decease of Ting Ta-ts’ai, 
Commander-in-chief in Shantung. The 
late ofticer’s career was a distinguished 
one ; he attained his present rank by his 
services in the Rebellion. Chou Héng- 
el’i, while Governor of Shantuny, applied 
for his services, and he proved most suc- 
cessful in training the troops. He super- 
intended the repair of the dykes at several 
places in Chi-tung—a work of great danger. 
During the last summer, he assisted in 
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making the lock at Lé-k’ou; and, when 
the embankments burst at T’ao Yiian, he 
distributed relief to the afflicted districts. 
Subsequently, his force was engaged in 
the repair of the breach at T‘ao Yiian; and 
the General’s unremitting exertions and 
exposure to cold and wet brought on an 
illness, of which he died on 11th December. 
The Governor’s requést that posthumous 
honours, such as are accorded to Com- 
manders-in-Chief who die of illness caused 
by their exertions, may be bestowed on 
Ting Ta-ts‘ai, is granted by Rescript. 

January 10th (K.S. vi, vit, 2.)—(1) A 
Decree, cancelling the recommendation 
of Kao Féng-yii, ex-Assistant Pulice 
Magistrate of the Central Division of 
Peking, to a district magistracy. The 
Censor Féng Ch‘éng-hsiu accuses him of 
being malicious and cruel ; and states that, 
while acharge against him was still pending, 
and after he had been removed and de- 
graded, he contrived by unfair means to 
get the above recommendation in connec- 
tion with the capture of certain robbers. 

(2) A Decree, commanding the heads of 
the Censorate to investigate the charges 
of bad reputation and unfitness for his 
post, brought ‘against Tsai-ts‘ai, Police 
Censor of the Eastern Division, by the 
Censor Féng Ch‘éng-hsiu, 

(3) A Decree, in answer to a Memorial 
from Féng Ch‘éng-hsiu denouncing a High 
Officer of the Censorate as mean, base, 
and unworthy of his» post. The Censor 
states that the Senior Vice-President 
of the Censorate, Ch‘ung-hsiin, is incapa- 
ble of self-restraint, openly displays favori- 
tism in the transaction of police business, 
and, finally, is on intimate terms with 
tradesmen. Kuang-shou and Yen Ching- 
ming are appvinted to investigate these 
charges. 

(4) Chang P‘ei-lun requests that his ap- 
pointment as acting Senior Vice-President 
of the Censorate may be revoked, on the 
ground of his youth and inexperience. 
He has not been in the public service ten 
years, and has drawn a salary for only six 
years. His Majesty has honoured him 
with a post in the Supervisorate of Educa- 
tion and has made him an Imperial Tutor 
—duties which he fears he cannot perform 
aright. There are many advisers to be 
found among the Censors, who, in response 
to His Majesty’s wish, tender their views 
of the present crisis ; the Memorialist has 
merely followed their example, thus striv- 
ing to make some slight return for the 
Imperial bounty: but the position to 
which he is now to be raised is so lofty 
that his presumption in accepting it would 
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bring him to ruin. His present post gives 
him the riyht of speech; extra duties 
would lead him to neglect his own oftice. 
There is no precedent for the refusal of an 
acting appointment ; but the sudden pro- 
motion of an oflicial of the fifth rank to 
act as Head of the Censorate is also an 
unheard of occurrence.—A Decree of the 
21st December ordets Chang P‘ei-luu to 
obey the Lnperial command. 

(5) Memorial from Ch‘én Ch4-t‘ai, Su- 
pervising Censor of the Shansi Circuit, 
praying that Wang Chih-han’s appoint- 
ment as Acting Senior Vice-President of 
the Censorate may be rescinded. ‘The 
Censorate is charged with the care of the 
Law ; and the Vice-President must set an 
example to his subordinates. An improper 
appointment injures the right of speech, 
and is a want of respect on the part of 
the Court. Wang Chih-han is mean and 
sordid, broken down from the effects of 
opium-smoking. His Majesty revoked his 
appointment to a Board after an audience 
during which he perceived his incapacity. 
Though the duties of a Vice-President 
of the Censorate are not so arduous as 
those of a Vice-President of a Board, a 
higher reputation is required for the 
former, and with an unworthy incumbent 
the whole body of Censors is ashamed 
to serve. Wang Chih-han is even less 
fitted for the post than were Ho Shou-tz‘i 
and Ch‘ény 'Tsu-kao, whose dismissal puri- 
fied the Censorates and elicited general 
approval, The many years that he has 
disvraced the Grand Secretariat are a proof 
of the Imperial clemency ; but for the 
extra duties now given him he is utterly 
unable. —A Decree of December 20th orders 
Wang Chih-han to retire, retaining the 
button of his rank, 

(6) Yii-lu, Governor of Anhwui, asks for 
permission to be granted for the erection 
of an honorary portal to the mother of 
Chu Pao-yuan, an expectant Assistant 
Magistrate, who for eight-and-twenty years 
has been a widow, and has devoted herself 
to the care of her husband’s widowed 
mother and the instruction of her sun.— 
Granted by Reseript. 

(7) Chang Chih-tung requests that two 
district mavistrates and two sereeants of 
garrisons may be deprived of their buttons 
and given a limited period within which 
to capture the perpetrators of two daring 
robberies (one in broad daylight), within 
the district cities. —Granted by Rescript. 

Jaunary llth. —(K.S. vii, xi. 3.)—(1) 
A decree, in reply to a Memorial from 
Chang Chih-tung, dismissing from the 
public service the district mayistrates of 
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Yang-ch‘éng and Tso-yun, 
charged with levying an illegal tax on the 
cultivation of the poppy, and with muti- 
lating a proclamation postponing the col- 
lection of the lJand-tax on waste-lands; 
the latter is careless in the transaction of 
business, and excited public hatred by the 
unfairness with which, while Acting Ma- 
gistrate of Lin-fen, he conducted an inves- 


The former is ' 


tigation into the collection of the land- : 


tax. 

(2) Chang Shu-shéng represents that his 
health grows daily worse, and prays to be 
allowed to retire. The Memorialist hoped 
that, aided by the climate of Pao-ting Fu, 
which is dry and bracing, he might era- 
dually recover his health and might not 
be coinpelled to trouble His Majesty with 
repeated requests to be allowed to retire. 
But during the last two months his malady 
has increased ; his stomach is weakened, 
his appetite continues to decrease, he 


suffers from constant dysentery, and his | 


digestion is more than ever impeded. 
Though the weather is not yet very cold, 
he fears the wind as if it were a tiger ; he 
is racked with @ severe cough, and he is 
afflicted with rheumatism in his loins. His 
nights are rendered sleepless by fever and 
dizziness. In the daytime his mind is con- 
fused, so that he forgets, almost immedi- 
ately, the business communicated to him 
by his subordinates: if he endeavours 
to consider despatches, he becomes excited 
and is unable to come to any decision, 
His physicians unanimously — prescribe 
rest, lest hereafter recovery become im- 
possible, The Memorialist has ever hoped 
to devote his life to the service of 
the Sovereign, who has loaded him with 
benetits ; but, remembering that the 
jey or sorrow of so many thousands 
depends on his state of health, and that 
the eyes of all are turned on him, he 
dare not try to imitate Chi An or Fu 
Pi, who could govern their provinces 
from the retirement of a sick-room. It 
was only by exerting his whole powers to 
the utmost that the Memorialist could 
hope to show himself worthy, in the least 
devree, of the position bestowed on him ; 
now that his strength is daily failing, he 
has no means left of doing his duty to 
the State ; to continue in his present post 
would be to injure the country and make 
the Court repent of its choice of him as 
Governor-General. ‘I'he time requires men 
of talent, and, in spito of sickness, to cling 
to the government of the foremust province 
would be to keep back good officers and 
proveungrateful for His Majesty’sexceedinz 
bounty. Such thoughts as these drive al] 





Jay. 11—12.] 





_ comfort from his mind. His physicians 


say that several months’ rest is required ; 


; and, after much thought, the Memorialist 


can only pray that his post, as Governor 
General of the Liang Kuang, and his 
acting appointment, as Governor General 
of Chihli, may both be declared vacant. 
Should he be restored to life, he will 
eagerly devote himself to whatever duties 
maiay be required of him.—A Rescript 
yrants Chang Shu-shéng three months’ 
leave to recruit his health. 

(3) Memorial from Ch‘ung-ch‘i, Govern" 
or of Moukden. ‘The Superintendent of 


the Chung-chiang (Hin) Customs some& 


time ago reported that, in consequence of 
the opening of Corea to foreign trade, the 
duties levied fell short of the statutory 
amount, and suggested a duty on Corean 


drugs and dried ginseng ( ) to make 


up the deficiency. Soon after, a complaint 
from certain Corean traders was forwarded 
by the Governor of I-ming Fu in Corea to 
the Commandant of Féng-huang, to the 
effect that the Superintendent of Customs 
had issued a proclamation imposing duty 
on dried giuseng, drugs, biche-de-mer, 
paper, and furs, directing the merchants 
not to secretly bring mouey across the 
frontier, and ordering the shopkeepers to 
pay duty on the govds sold by them, The 
Commandant ordered the Superintendent 
to observe the old regulations, by which 
drugs and ginseng paid no duty, and his 
request for leave to levy extra duties was 
refused. A Corean merchant afterwards 
lodged a complaint at Moukden; and Li 
Hung-chang, acting Superintendent of 
Trade for the North Ports, also coimuni- 
cated the action of the Customs Superin- 
tendent to the Memorialists. ‘The levy of 
duties at Chung-chiany is fixed by regula- 
tion, aud an increase of the amount must 
not be lightly made. There is still less 
justification for ordering the traders to pay 
duty onspecie. Thesuperintendent, though 
actuated by a desire to vbtain the full 
amouut of duty, acted improperly, and it is 
requested that he be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
—Granted by Rescript. 


(4) Chung Ch‘, in a Postscript Memo- 
rial, requests instructions as to the ap- 
pointment of a new Superintendent of 
Chung-chiang Customs. Li Huny-chang 
has forwarded to the Memorialist a copy of 
the new regulations for the trade by land 
and sea with Corea. The fifth of these 
regulations states that a Customs: barrier 
is to be established on the Ya-lung River, 
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at the spot where the Chung-chiang Customs 
Superintendent uow collects duty from the 
merchants at the periodical markets, and 

that, after commissioners sent by Li Hung- 

chang and the King of Corea have surveyed 
the spot, they will, with the traders, request 
that a memorial be presented settling the 

tradethere. As the free intercourse between 

the people on each side of the frontier 
will necessitate police regulations, it seems 

to the Memorialist that the administration 
of this district will fall within the duties: 
of the local authorities. He, therefore, 

awaits the Imperial instructions before 
proceeding to choose a new Superintendent. 

—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 

deliberate and report. 

January 12th (K.S. vim, xu, 4.)— 
(Abstract of Memorials). ‘I'so Tsung-t’ang 
requests that the winter grain-tribute may 
as usual be commuted for a money pay- 
ment—Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue 
take note. 

(1) Prayers for snow will be held in all 
the State Temples on January 14th, His 
Majesty proceeding in ‘person to the Ta 
Kao Tien. 

(3) Taung-p’ei (HR fie) is appointed 
prefect of Chia-hsing Fu in Chékiang. 

(4) A Decree, ordering posthumous 
honours tu be paid to Fu-ming-a, late. 
Governor of Kirin, who fought in Honan, 
Kiangsu and Anhwui during the Rebellion, 
and worthily filled the posts of Captain 
General of a Banner and of Tartar General. 

(5) Memorial from 1T's’6n Yii-ying and 
Tu Jui-lien on the abolition of statute 
labour and of the contribution of horses 
for the public service in Yiinnan. The 
Treasurer and the Taotai of the Re- 
organization Board have brought the fol- 
lowing facts to the Memorialists’ notice. 
Before the introduction of statute-labour 
tax, the underlings and runners used to 
summon a certain number of men; this 
service was afterwards cominuted for a 
money-payment, known as * statute-labour 
money :” the sum required was still later 
collected along with the land-tax and called 
‘* yeneral corvée” money. ‘The underlings 
were by law required to devote this pay- 
ment to the hiriny of men to undertake 
the government service. In Yiiunan, on 
account of the twenty years of rebellion 
and the pestilence that: succeeded it, a 
large proportion of the land was left fallow, 
the cities were desvlate, the tattered gar- 
meuts of the people hardly sufticed to cover 
them, and they barely supported existence 
on millet. Pitiable indeed was the state 
of ruin to which the province was reduced. 
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The elders of the people unanimously as- 
cribe the misery of the people to the injury 
done them hy the exaction of horses and 
statute-labour by the local authorities. In 
ordinary times, men are pressed to carry the 
magistrate’s chair, to carry banners, gongs, 
his umbrella, large fans, to act as servants, 
gatekeepers, jailors, constables, to he 
sweepers, to pluck up grass, to tend cattle ; 
when the official leaves his post, or a new 
one arrives, still more men are wanted. 
Besides, horses are required for the ma- 
gistrate’s followers and messengers ; even 
the runners and cooks all ride. They go 
so far as to levy a money payment after 
impressing men and horses, and the men 
and horses used by a deputy are all paid 
for by the places en route. The officials 
extort as much as they please, and the 
unworthy gentry in charge of the labour 
offices are in league with the clerks and 
runners and secretly fill their own pockets. 
The gentry and literati on duty in the 
yaméns contribute nothing; everything 
contributed is wrung from the poverty- 
stricken people, who are ground down by 
repeated exactions beyond all endurance. 

Such is the unanimous evidence of the 
peo; le, and their unanimity proves the 
justice of their complaints, Tuo first levy 
a money payment and then press meu and 
horses is contrary to His Majesty’s desire 
to succour His people. There is no remedy 
but the total abolition of these levies, and 
for the Reorganization Office té devise 
other means of paying the necessary ex- 
penses. It is proposed that hereafter all 
government service be paid fur at the 
market-price, that local authorities be for- 
‘bidden to levy men or horses, that the 
statute-service offices be abolished. Thus 
the people’s resources will be fostered, and 
population and prosperily return, 

The Governor-General, when Governor 
of Yiinnan, was occupied with iilitary 
matters, and his retirement in mourning 
prevented his intended reform of the above 
abuses. Last year Tu Jui-lien proposed to 
first remove the yraver abuses only, but 
this did not give the desired reli-f. The 
Memorialists now find that they must 
request the total abolition of such service 
thronghont Yiinnan, —A Reseript approves 
the removal of inveterate abuses, but re- 
commends careful consideration of the 
proposed employment of other funds to 
pay the necessary expenses of government 
service, 

(6) Postscript Memorial from Chang Shu- 
shéng. Ju-shan, Salt Comptroller of Ch‘ang 
Lu, reports that of the Tls. 196,010 of 
interests on capital lent due to the various 
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over with millet-stalks and grass. 


Board in the City for the year 1881, 


Ts. 6,723 were remitted by the Board of * 


Revenue ; but the balance dne could not 
be paid in full at the end of that year owing 
to the late date at which the accounts 
for 1880 were made up. Soon after Ts, 
237.828 were collected by the Comptroller, 
two merchants failing to pay Ths. 51,859 of 
the amount due from them. At the end 
of Kuang Haiti VIL (January 18 2) this 
amount was sent to the Board, along with 
Tis. 8 253 due as ration-allowances, ete , to 
the Board of Revenue and the Shantuny 
dei artment, and T's. 30,607 due as pay of 
the clerks of the Imperial Household and 
of the lientenants of the Gendarmerie, as 
subsidy for the repair of public offices 
and as contribution for the purchase of 
zinséng.—Rescript: Noted: 

(7) Chang Shu-shéng,,in a Postscript 
Memorial, requests that honorary portals 
may he granted to three widowed ladies 
who have for over thirty years lived a life 
of chastity, waiting on their husbands’ 
parents or acting as teachers to their 
orphaned children.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 13th (K.S. vi, xu, 5).—(1) 
Memorial from Chang Shn-shéng. A slight 
shock of earthquake, which did no damage, 
was felt at Pav-ring Fu on the 2nd Decem- 
ber. About the same time, the depart- 
ment city of Shén-chou was grievously 
injured by a violent shock which overthrew 





part of the wall, and cast down or cracked | 


the walls of the public offices, college, and 
of the houses in four streets. A fresh 
earthquuke on the 6th December, did great 
damage in the surrounding village. In 
eighteen, more than half the houses were 
wrecked, and many of the remainder ren- 
dered uninhabitable, Eleven women and 
children were crushed to death. ‘The ma- 
gistrate sheltered the people in pits roofed 
Forty- 
five villaves in all were more or less dam- 
aged. Inu two villages of the Shu-lu district 
many houses were ruined, and several per- 
sous injured ; and the surrounding villages 
suffered in a less degree. Slight shocks 
occurred at Wu-ch‘iang, but no damage 
was done. The payment of the land-tax, 
rent, and government service, due from 
Shén-chou and Shu-lu, has been deferred. 
Tls. 1,000 have already been issued for 
relief purposes, and more funds are needed 
in Shén-chon. When he learns the parti- 
culars, the Viceroy will make a further 
report to His Majesty.—A Rescript enjoins 
diligence in distributing relief. 

(2) Wén-hsii, Governor of Tsitsihar, 
asks that the training of the troops at 
Hulunpérh and Put‘ého may be inter- 
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mitted for three months (K.S. VIIIxi— 
K.S. Xlii) op account of the heavy snow 
and intense cold at those places. This 
will effect a saving of Tis. 10,284, which 
will be carried over to next year’s accounts, 
The 1,000 men under training at. the above 
places will not be allowed to disperse, but 
will be ready to assemble should their 
services be required. 

(3) Yii-su reports that, on taking over 
charge as custodian of the Hastern Mausolea, 
he took stock in the most careful manner 
of everything appertaining to the different 
MMeworial buildings. He found all the gold 
and silver vessels, the furniture, conver- 
inys, etc., in full accordance with the lists 
handed over to him, as also the cattle and 
sheep confined in the enclosures for sacri- 
ficial offerings. The amounts of money in 
the treasury, and of grain in the store, 
were also perfectly correct. — Rescript : 
Noted. . 

(4) Yi Lu, in a Postscript Memorial, 
forwards an application for an honorary 
portal to the concubine of Wang Chih- 
p‘ing, Correspondence Secretary to the 
Preasurer of Anhwui. This young lady 
- was of a modest and retiring disposition, 
and her behaviour was in accordance with 
the rules of propriety. She waited on her 
husband during his last fatal illness with 
untiring affection, offered her life for his 
in prayer to the gods, and, after his funeral 
was over, took poison and followed him to 
the grave.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 14th.—(K.S. vin, xu, 6.—(1) 
A Decree, ordering the Prince of Hwui 
and his colleagues to deliberate and re- 
commend for reward the officials of the 
Wu Ying Tien Printing Office who have 
distinguished themselves in the printing 
of the Sacred Precepts of His Majesty the 
Emperor Mu Tsung I (T‘ung Chih.) 

(2) A Decree. We ordered by a former 
rescript that the Lilustrations of the Ch‘un 
Ch‘iu and the other works by the late 
Secretary Hao I-hsing, presented by Yu 
Po-ch‘uan, Governor of Shun-t‘ien Fu, 
should be retained for Our perusal. Pi 
‘Tao-yuan, Governor Adjoint, and his col- 
leagues have now presented other works 
by Hao I-hsing and by his wife, Wang 
Chao-yiian, which, the officers of the Im- 
perial Library report, show diligent coin- 
pilation and clever explanation of the 
principles of the ancients on the part 
of Hao I-hsing, aud deep -knowledge 
of the classics together with minute 
and accurate criticism on the part of his 
wife. Let Hao I-hsing’s Observations on 
the Book of Chanyes and the Book of 
History, and his Notes on Chéng Shih’s 
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edition of the Record of Rites, and Wang 


Chao-yuan’s Observations and Enquiries 
ou the Book of Poetry, aud her Further 
Commentary on the Biographical Diotion- 
ary of Famous Women, be retained for 
Our perusal. 

(3) Yii-k‘uan, Governor of Kuangtung, 
forwards the names of the candidates at 
last year’s provincial examination, who, 
although they failed to take degrees, are 
entitled on the ground of their being above 
the ages of 80 and 90, to receive honorary 
degrees as an act of Imperial grace. There 
are five licentiates above the ave of 90, 
and 26 above the age of 80, who have at- 
tended three provincial examinativus as 
req ired by the regulations. - 

(4) Ch‘ien-hsi, Military Lieutenant Go- 
veruor of Ch‘aharh, requests that the 
Superintendent of Customs at Kalyan may 
be ordered to issue Ts. 21;877 odd for the 
salaries of officials, price of sheep and 
horses, and cost of paper, etc., required by 
the forty-four post-stations on the Military 
Road.—Granted by Rescript. 


January 15th.—(K.S. vim, xm, 7 )—(1) 
A Decree, ordering Ching-hsin tu ascertain 
what immediate repairs are necessary at 
the Hall of Sacrifice of the Mausoleum of 
the Emperor Shun Chih. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from Ho Chingy, dismissing from the public 
service to await trial Lin Kuang-ming, 
Colonel of the Min-an territorial regiinent, 
This officer is said to rely on au unworthy 
subordinate, Huang ‘ing-ch’nan, to be 
guilty of of intrigue and misconduct, and 
to accept illegal fees. He is further 
accused of builuiug a temple to an official 
atill liviny. 

(3) Memorial from Ho Erh-Ch’ang, Cen- 
sor of the Fukien Circuit, requesting that 
relief may be afforded to the sufferers from 
the earthquake at Shén-chou. The Memo- 
rialist recapitulates the particulars of the 
calamity and then states that he has a 
further request to make. A scholarof the 
Han Dynasty, who explained the operation 
of the Five Hiements, ascribed all calamities 
to the actions of men. Though the Memo- 
rialist dares not meddle with astrological 
questions, ‘Tung Chung-shu’s assertion 
seems reasonable and probable. Ever since 
the Rebellion frequent calamities have 
visited the Empire ; and, since in spite of 
frequent exhortation few of His Majesty’s 
servants honestly endeavour to do their 
duty, the people have not been restored to 
their pristine condition. Of late years the 
administration has become relaxed in all 
the provinces alike, but especially in Chihli. 





May we not seek for the cause of this 
disaster in the remisiness of the executive? 

Chang Shu-shéng has long held a pre- 
vincial yovernment and is reputed to 
control his subordinates with vigour and 
strictness ; but the administration of Chihli 
does not improve. The Memorialist must 
request that the Viceroy of Chihli be 
ordered to vigorously investigate the char- 
acter of his subordinates, and reward or 
punish them according to their deserts. He 
would also ask that the High Authorities 
of every province be exhorted to take 
warning and shew all diligence in reforming 
inveterate customs, that the government 
may be improved, the people revive, aud 
no cause be given for celestial jadyments, 
(See Decree of 29th December, 1882). 

_ _Memorial from the Military Governor 
of ‘I'sitsihar, reporting two skirmishes with 
mounted brigands near the city of Hulan. 
On the first occasion twenty brigands out 
of a band of thirty were slain, the 
ringleader captured and executed. In the 
8th moon, 60 or 70 brigands joined battle 
with the imperial forces, Though put to 
flight with the loss of several men, they 
attacked the government troops next 
morning. They were ultimately routed 
and over a score of them killed in the 
pursuit. Many horses and arms were cap- 
tured on both occasions. Two soldiers 
were killed and seven wounded. Order has 
now been restored. The Governor observes 
that, from the position of [lulan, surrounded 
by hills and in asparsely populated country, 
brigandaye cannot be utterly suppressed. 
‘he vigorous pursuit and prompt extermi- 
nation of these bands will, however, dis- 
courage lawlessness and nip disurder in 


the bud Gi i). The Governor will 


coutinue to prosecute strict search after 
all marauders, and will inflict speedy pun- 
ishment on any he may discover.—Rescript : 
Noted. 


(5) Memorial from Yen Ching-ming, 
President of the Board of Revenue. The 
Yiinnan audit case has caused general 
consternation ; aud the Memorialist, con- 
scious of his own want of ability, fears lest 
he prove unequal to the investigation of 
the complicated business of his Board. It 
is ouly six months since he returned to the 
Capital after au absence of tive and twenty 
years. As he was thus unacquainted with 
previous events, he sought te ascertain 
‘public opinion on the case. He has now 
learned that the character of the Board of 
Revenue has degenerated and that the bonds 
of ofticial discipline are relaxed. Among 
the foremost in a long course of unwor- 
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thiness, Sun Chiasmu, the Assistant Secre- 
tary, is notorious for stupidity and iu- 
abilii'y. Of those of his fellows that are 
dead, or dismissed, or whose misconduct 
has not excited special comment, the 


Memorialist will not speak ; but the public 


voice accuses Yao Chin-yuan, Treasurer of 
Kuangtung, Tung Chiin-han, Taotai at 
Ichany, and Yang Hung-tien, expectant 
Taotai on the Hupei establishment, who 
some ten years ago were Secretaries of the 
Board of Revenue, of accepting bribes, 
seeking their private interest, making their 
public position a means of gain aud en- 
grossing influence, as welt as of deceit, 
fraud, avarice, and disgraceful conduct. 
The facts alleged prove them, indeed, pre- 
eminent among unprincipled clerks and 
unscrupulous traders. The Memorialist 
has few old acquaintances at Court, 
but everyone he meets makes the same 
assertions against these men. Officials of 
every rank, his colleagues, the gentry, 
all accuse them ; even the mercantile class 
joins in the attack. The Memorialist can 
obtain no definite proof ; but such general 
reprobation and accusatiou he never heard 
of before; their ill-repute is even worse 
than Sun Chia-mu’s. Granted that some 
are actuated by jealousy or hatred. this 
will not account for so unanimous a pur- 
suit. Nor has the public clamour abated 
after ten years, surely because defence of 
these men is impossible. Now bribery is 
carried on in secret, and past misdeeds of 
this kind are almost beyond investigation. 
Nor does the Memorialist know what 
manner of officials these men now are; 
but, in the case of such inveterate extortion 
and unworthiness one can hardly ‘let 
bygones be bygones.’ 

The Memorialist would further request 
that these men be not allowed to take up 


eo ee eel 


their abode in the Capital, lest they com- , 
bine with others in engrossing public busi- : 


ness and debase the character of public 
officials. Denunciation is not the Memo- 
rialist’s office, but he unworthily regulates 
the finances and did he not. denounce these 
men, the Board could not be controlled 
and misconduct rectified. He must here- 


after continue to denounce any of his secre- 


taries that are notoriously of bad reputa- 
tion.—(A Decree of 29th December, 1882 


dismisses Yao Chin-yuan, Tung Chiin-han, * 


aud Yang Hung-tien and forbids them to , 


reside in Peking.) 

January 16th (K.S. vit, xu, 8.)—(!) 
Posc:ipt Memorial from Ch‘én Shih-chieh, 
Governor of Chékiang, forwarding the re- 
port of the Provincial Judye in reply to 


the complaint of the Board of Punishments | 
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‘that the legal period, within which cases 
of murder and robbery should be settled, 
is constantly exceeded by the provincial 
governments, ‘I'he Judge states that, after 
the capture and examination of such crim- 
inals, it is his duty to urge the local 
authorities to close the case, and that 
there is no unauthorised delay in doing so. 
The period of trial is sometimes extended, 
as the law permits, on account of the 
evidence not being complete, and new 
trial are sometimes held in doubtful cases. 
The proposal of the Board to have a 
monthly list drawn up is well calculated to 
excite diligence and to avoid the accumu- 
lation of cases. The Judge has called for 
au abstract of the circumstances of each 
case still pending, which he will examine 
and report to the Board. He has alsv 
ordered his subordinates to hold trial of 
these cases within the period allowed by 
jaw. He fears that hereafter some delay 
will be inevitable, as errors or omissions in 
the list must be investigated. A list will be 
drawn up and forwarded of all cases from 
June 1881 to September 1882, which have 
not yet been closed. ‘There are a few 
cases in which the criminal was arrested 
prior to June 1881; the trial of these 
cases has been ordered, and the Judye 
requests that their entry in the above list 
may be dispensed with. He will make 


further report of any errors or omissions | 


in the list, and will make a monthly re- 


port of all cases later than September | 


1882, as svvn as a full report of each case 
has been submitted by his suburdinates, 
—Rescript: Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take note. 

The rest of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
by a paneyyrie by Liu Chao-yuan on Li 
P‘ei-ching, formerly Governor of Kueichow, 
for whom a special temple is requested, 
and granted by Decree of January 2nd. 

January 17th (K.S. vin, xu, 9.)}—(Court 
Circular), ‘he Prince of Tun returns 
thanks for the gift of a sable robe. 

(1) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from the Censor, Wau Pei-yin, who de- 
nounces the Censor 'I'sai-ts ai for presum- 


to forward accounts of his expenditure. 
The Censorate is to investigate the charge, . 
recover the sums unlawfully expended, and 
denounce him for punishment, 


(2) Liu En-chiin (Bi) RAYS) is appointed 
Prefect of Ssti-én Fu in Kuangsi. 

(3) A Decree assenting to the request of 
the Censor, Li Chav-hai, that Chao Yiu- 
ch‘uan, acting Treasurer of Fukien, who 
died for his country, may be worshipped 


in the Temple of Patriotism 63/44 im) at 
Peking. ; 

(4) A Decree commanding the Buard of 
Civil Office to consider the proposals of the 
Sub-Director of the Court of Revision, Liu 
Hsii, and of the Censor, Chou Shéug-stu, 
‘The tormer requests that one of out of every 
five vacancies tor the post of District Mayis- 
trate, may be filled up by the Buard from 
among the officers waiting at the Capital 
for election, without distinction of odd or 
even months ; the latter proposes that half 
the ‘* selection ” vacancies be filled by 
nominees of the Civil Ottice. 

(5) A Decree deputing Yu Po-ch‘uan to 
proceed to Shantung and survey the con- 
dition of the Yellow River with a view to 
the deepening of its bed as a precaution 
against disaster ‘Two expectant Prefects 
are placed under his orders. 

(6) Sun Yii-wén is to act as Vice-Pre- 
sident in charge of the Peking Granaries. 
Hsii Yung-i will act as Junior Vice-Pre- 
sidvut of the Board uf Wurks, superintend- 


- ing the Coinage Department. 





ing on his position to assume airs of 


importance. His reputation is bad; he 
Jeagued himself with the expectant secre- 
tary Yang Hai-tsu for purposes of bullying 
aud deceit. 
control a police magistrate. 
the Censorate are to investigate these 
charges, along with those heretufure made 
against Tsai-ts‘ai. The Police Magistrate 
of the Evstern City, Chung ‘Tzi-ming, is 
charged with misappropriating the funds 
wf the Volunteer Office, and delaying to 
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"and be transported for three years. 
Yang Hsi-tsu also tried to ; 
The Heads of 


(7) Chou Cnia-mei, is appointed Acting 
Junior Vice-President ot the Buard of 
Revenue, charged with the superintendence 
of the Cuinage Department. 


(8) Ch‘én Shih-chieh, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, and Jéu ‘Tao-jung, Governor of 
Shantung, are ordered to exchange posts. 


(9) The Governor of Tsitsihar reports 
the summary execution of Li Wan-chin, an 
escaped convict, who had been one of a 
band of mounted brigands. ‘The soldiers 
on vuty, when he made his escape, have 
been proved guitless of receiving bribes : 
their punishment is, therefure, two degrees 
lighter thau that of the prisoner. They 
should be dismissed, receive 100 blows, 
As 
they are all Bannermen, they will instead, 
be exposed in the cangue forty days, 
flugged, and set at liberty. Fo-lung-a, 
their olticer, is handed over to the Board 
fur the determination of a penalty. 

(10) Wén-hsii, Governor of ‘T'sitsihar, 
reports the summary execution of 44 
mounted brigands, who wore captured by 
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the field force near Hulan and Payensusu, 
Rescript : Noted. 

January 18th (K.S. vir, xu, 10.— 
(Court Circular), The Prince of Su returns 
thanks for the bestowal of a buttuu on his 
eon. 

(1) A Decree. P‘éng Yii-lin has for- 
warded to Us the report that he was 
ordered to make on the mutiny of the 
soldiery at Wu-chi‘fany. ‘The facis are as 
follows :—In September last Yany Té-k ‘uei, 
a Sergeant of the Right Battalion of the 
Governor’s division, was disputing about 
the touch of some silver which he wished 
tu change at a shop belonging to Ciény 
Chéun-tsav, Taorai of the Muitary Secre- 
tariat, when Tsai Ping-jusg, Mayistrate 
of Chiang-hsia, chanced to pass, and, 
Jearning the cause of the disturbance, had 
the Sergeant chastised, ‘I'lis) arb:trary 
preceeding caused great dissatisfaction in 
the battalion : aud, as the magistrate was 
passing the military examination ground, 
he was abused by the candidates who were 
there to compete. The magistrate, having 
ordered his ruiners to arrest the ringleaders, 
was struck and hurt by a shower »-f stones. 
He at once reported to the Governor- 
General that the battalion was in a state 
of mutiny, but no report was made by the 
Colonel of the battalion. The Governor- 
General put Yang ‘I'6-k‘uei in prison, and 
eashiered the Livutenant-Colonel. He also 
compelled the soldiers tu give up four 
of their number, which yave rise to a 
rumour that they were to be put to death 
at once. The soldiers, excited by this 
story, went in a body tuo the oftices of the 
Colonel and of the Commandant of the 
city to demand their release. The officers 
and geutry exerted themselves to pacify 
them, and, after a proclamation had been 
issued, and the mayistrate removed from 
his post, the soldiers willingly returned 
to their ordinary duties, The magis- 
trate, whose conduct in chastising a mili- 
tary officer and making au untrue report 
was the cause of the outbreak, and 
the Colonel, whose laxity of discipline 
aud failure to explain the wrongs of his 
men, nearly gave rise to # serious mutiny, 
are dismissed. The troops must be kept in 
order, and another lawless rising of this 
sort will be severely punished. The Tao- 
tai, who forgot his duty so far as te open 
several shops. is handed over to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. ‘Lhere 
is no fault to be found with the Lieutenant 
Colonel. The Governor-General and the 
Governor cannot be held blameless; they 
are also handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. 
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| of misconduct brought: ayainst him 


(2) A Decree, handing over to the Board 


for Punishmeut Ch‘ung chil, Manchu Bri- , 


gade-General of Liang-chou, who is found 


to have antedated his report of his arrival ; 


at his post. No proof of the other charges 


by 
Ch‘ing-chih, Commaudant of Chuang-lang, 
is fouud by Ttan Chung-lin. Ch‘ing-chih, 


having been deuvunced by Ch‘ung-chih, is | 


ordered tu the Board for audience. : 

(3) The following prowotions on the 
Supervisurate of Instruction are gazetted: - 
Yui hsiang to be Senior Secretary : Chtang- 
us‘ui to be Junior Secretary ; Huomu-huan 
to be Senior Assistaut Secretary ; Kuei-to 
to be Junior Assistant Secretary ; Fei Yen- 


hst and Hu Ch‘iav-nien to be Senior asd | 


Junior 
Shun-ling is promoted to be Supervising 
Censor ot the Board of Civil Office. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from the Censor 
Ko Ching. The Regulations lay down 
that, except the vacancies which are re- 
ported to the Throne and those that are 
titled by trausfer, all vacancies as ‘l'avtai, 
prefect, department or district magistrate, 
shall be filled by nominees selected by the 
Civil Ottice. ‘his system is pertectly just ; 
but when, on account of the Rebellion, 
the service was fluoded with otticera who 
were recommended or had gained their 
rank by purchase, the Provincial Authori- 
ties tilled up all vacancies from the expect- 
auts iu the province, and otticiala awaiting 
selection at the Board were deprived of all 
hope of an appointment. It has since 
been agreed that one out of every five 
vacancies as Taotai, prefect, sub or assist- 
aut prefect, or department magistrate, shall 
be reported tu the Board ; but novuing has 
been decided on as regards independent- 
department magistracies. As to district 
mayistracies, vacancies caused by retirement 
in mourning are filled up by the Board ; 
but to must of those caused by dismissal, 
ill-health, death, compulsory retirement, 
to attend on aged parents or to repair 
the family burial ground, degradation, 
exchanye to educational post, recall on 
completion of term of service, removal 
from post, all which teu species of vacancy 
should be filled by vominees of the B vard, 
aAppoiutmernts are tiade by the Proviucial 
Govermuent. Further, on account of the 
difficulty of obtaiming office after retire- 
ment in mourning, & practice has sprung 
up of making au application (antedated)} 
for leave tu attend om aged parents as 
soon as the news of death comes, aud 
afterwards announcing the decease of a 
parent. In this way one may regain one’s 
previous post, ‘Thus the one species of 
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appointment specially belonging to the 
Board has been usurped by the provincial 
authorities, The Memorialist is of opinion 
that at least three or four classes of appoint- 
ment out of the ten which should belong 
to the Board, might be allotted it. ‘Thus, 
perhaps, the expectants who have entered 
the service by the ‘proper path’ may not 
be reduced to sigh over their helplessness. 
The Censor further requests that the inde- 
pendent department mayistracies may be 
placed on the same footing as prefectures, 
etc., for few as they are (eight), the metro- 
politan officials du not obtain one vacancy 
1 several years. 


(5) The Censor Ying Chiu points out 
the hardship of the present regulations 
regarding the reappointment of officials 
after their term of mourning is over, viz: 
that they must await selection at the Board. 
‘Lhe increase in the number of categories 
—recommendation, subscription, etc. —has 
made their chance of a new post almost 
imperceptible; in fact, so many are the 
names now on the list that they caunot all 
be appointed in less than acentury. He 
requests that, according to the rule in the 
Capital, such officials may on the comple- 
tion of their mourning, be sunt to their 
original province to await appointment. 

January 19th (K.S. vist, xu, 11).--(1) 
A Decrees, Chang Shu-shéng reports that 
certain lawless people, Wang Fu-hsiang 
and others, liad the hardihood to draw up 
a rent-roll of certain alluvial land in An- 
chou, the cultivation of which had been 
repeatedly forbidden on account of its 
position, and proceeding to the residence 
the Duke of P‘u-t‘ai to offer to become his 
tenants. A Secretary of the Board of 
Rites acted as middle-man. P‘u-t‘ai gave 
secret orders tu the magistrate, issued a 
public notice, and sent an officer of his 
bodyguard to survey the land and invite 
settlers Let the Imperial Clan Court and 
the Board of Punishments investigate this 
affair and report their award to Us. 

(2) A Decree, dismissing from the public 
service tu await trial the magistrate of 
Ting-hsing Hsien, who, under the pretext 
of repairing bridges and ferryboats, ex- 
torted contributions. His measures are 
generally ill-advised, and he is very un- 
popular and has been complained of. 

(3) Ch‘én Shih-chieh reports that at the 
late examinations in Chékiang there were 
eleven candidates above the age of 80, who 
had thrice competed unsuccessfully for the 
degree of graduate. The usual honorary 
degrees are asked for. - Rescript: Let the 
Board of Rites consider and report. 
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(4) Chung-ch‘i proposes that, in view of 
the opening of Corea to trade, a battalion 
of infantry be enrolled and stationed at the 
city of Chin-lien to preserve order. The 
three battalions of cavalry and infautry 
stationed on the frontier are quite insufti- 
cient for this purpose. The scarcity of 
funds at the present time renders it impos- 
sible to increase the .uard at every point 5 
but at Chung Chiang, st° least, immediate 
steps must be taken. The new battalion 
will be paid according to the regulation of 
the Chihli field force. —R-script : Noted, 

(5) Ts‘én Yii-ying reports that P‘an 
Yiuny-chang was to start for Peking under 
the charge of an expectant Assistant Pre- 
fect, on 16th November. His delay in 
reaching Yiinnan was due to illness, — 
Rescript : Noted. , 

(6) Chin Shun, Military-Governor of Ili, 
reports that the mother of Chfang Kéng, 
Commandant at Payentai, having died, he 
has given that officer one hundred days’ 
leave to perform the funeral rites. He 
has appointed 'T'é-k‘o-chin-po, Lieutenaut- 
Colonel of the Guards’ Division, to act for 


(Ch‘ang Kéug ducing his absence.—A Re- 


script permits Ch‘ang Kéng to return to 
Peking, as he belongs to the Plain Yellow 
Banner. 


January 20th (K.S. vio, xi, 12).—(L) 
Liu Chin-t‘sng requests that postuumeus 
honours may be bestowed on Chany Tsuny- 
han, acting Latendant of the Hai-ning 
Crrenit of Kiwusuh, that he may be included 
in the specitl temple to Lin ‘Tien, Trea- 
surer of Kunsuh, at Lanchou Fu, and 
that his bi -yravhy may be compiled by the 
State Historiographer’s Oitice. Chang 
Tsunz-hanu assisted Hu Liu-yi, Yaug Yiieh- 
pin, and Tso Tsung-t'ang during the 
Rebellion ; and afterwards was at the 
head of the Reorganization Board for 
Kharashar aud Yingishar. The Governor 
speaks of himin the most enloyistic terms, 
He died on November 1st 1882 at the 
age of 50, worn vut by his exertions in 
the public service. He left no private 
wealth, having during his lifetime been iu 
great poverty, owing tu his cleanhanded- 
ness.—A Rescript grants the request of 
the Imperial Commissioner. 


(2) The Governor-General of Ssii-ch‘nan 
reports having sentenced to death by the 
process known as ling ch‘ih two natives of 
Kuang-yuan Hsien, who, with the aid of 
two others not in custody, drowned their 
unéle in a pvol behind his house. They 
had long had a grudge against him about 
the division of the family land, but their 
immediate object was robbery, and their 
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heads ‘will, therefore, be exposed as a 
warning, : 

January 21st.—(K.S. vit, xu, 13.)—(1) 
The Governor of Kiangsu forwards an 
application from an expectant Assistant 
Magistrate that the Board of Rites may be 
ordered to put on record the purchase of 
1300 mu of land and a house, in obedience 
to the commands of his father, the rent of 
which is to be devoted to the poor members 
of his clan forever:—Rescript : Noted. 

January 22nd (K.S. vu, xu, 14.)—(1) 
A farther series of prayers for snow is to 
be held at the various State temples on 
the 25th inst., His Majesty taking part. 

(2) A Decree. ‘T'so Tsung-t‘ang, who 
was ordered to make enquiry, reports that 
he can find no definite proof of the charges 
of ‘ingatiable avarice’ and of ‘ employing 
ereatures of his own’ brought by the 
Censor Tény Chi‘éng-hsiu against Li Han- 
chang, formerly Governor-General of the 
Hukuang Provinces; but that the Go- 
vernor-General was slow to detect the 
indifferent character of the Iutendaut Yang 
Tsung-lien, whose misconduct, while in 
charge of the new Customs barrier near 
Hankow, excited general discontent. ‘I'so 
Tsung-t‘ang, therefore, requests that Li 
Han-chang may be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a most 
severe penalty. The Intendant should be 
sent to expiate his guilt by service on the 
military post-road ; but he pleads that he 
has to minister to an aged parent. The 
Board is commanded to consider the 
penalty incurred by Li Han-chang. As 
he has been already dismissed, no further 
action need be taken against the Intendant. 

(3) A Decree ordering Chén Shib-chieh 
to relieve Jén Tao-jung as Governor of 
Shantuny with all speed, and Jéu Tao- 
jung to proceed to Chékiang on Ch‘én 
Shih-chieh’s arrival. Neither of them need 
come to Peking for audience. 

(4) A Decree ordering the Board of 
Revenue to consider and report un the 
proposals of the Censor Hsiang-yu to secure 
the distribution of the tribute-rice to all 
the granaries, with a view to the removal 
of the abuses now prevalent in connection 
with the issue of rice to the official classes 

(5) A Decree enjoining on the High 
Officials the necessity of the rapid trial of 
all cases, threatening with condign punish- 
ment all who continue to follow the es- 
tablished practice of procrastination and 
neglect, and ordering the investigation of 
all cases pending in the Boards and offices 
of Peking with a view to their despatch. 

(6) Eu-t‘any is appointed Senior, and 
Yii-té is appoiuted Junior, Deputy Super- 
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visor of Instruction. Chi-shun is appointed 
Intendant of Hsiian-hua Fu is Cl‘aharh. 


(4t.) 


January 23rd (K.S. vi, xu, 15.—(1) A 
Decree ordering a further grant of 300 
piculs of grain to be issued to the night 
refuge outside the western gate of the city. 


(2) A Decree ordering the Court of the 
Imperial Clan to consider the proposal of 
Ying-hsii, Director of the Court of Revi- 
sion, that regulations should be drawn up 
for the improvement of the schools for 
the education of collateral relatives of the 
Imperial house (Gioros). 

(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Porcelain Manufactory at Kiukiang re- 
ports, through the Governor of Kiangsi, 
that he has completed this year’s usual 
order, and « special order for porcelain for 
His Majesty. There are now ready for 
transmission by steamerto Peking 80 articles 
of square, aud 1,204 of round pattern, 
1100 vases, plates, cups and saucers, and 96 
sacrificial vessels of various kinds. The 
colour is in every case the best that can be 
produced, A list and description of the 
various articles will be forwarded with 
them to the capital. Of the annual:allow- 
ance to the manufactory of Tls. 10,000, 
Tls. 9,972 odd have been spent ; the balance 
will be remitted in due course to the office 
of the Imperial Household. 


January 24th (K.S. vin, x1, 16.)— 
(Abstract of Memorials). ‘T's‘én Yii-ying 
reports the establishment of an office for 
the regulation of the treasury accounts in 
Yiinnan.—Rescript : Noted. 


(1) Liu Chao-yuan requests that several 
officials of Kueichou who for various faults 
were dismissed or deyraded, may be rein- 
stated on account of their exertions in re- 
pelling and suppressing the rebel band of 
Mao Chao-hsiang in its attempt to seize 
the prefectural City of Chao-t‘ung. | 

(2) The Governor of Kueichou requests 
the dismissal of the acting Assistant Pre- 
fect of Tu-chiany, on account of his im- 
proper action in the case of the murder of 
a man at Ch‘iao-pao chai. The Assistant 
Prefect arrested three innocent persons on 
mere suspicion and forced them by torture 
to confess the crime ; afterwards, fearing 
complications, he released them, There 
was, Moreover, some extortion and bribery 
in connection with this case. Granted by 
Rescript. 

(3) Kuang-ying submits the accounts of 
the Hangchow Manufactory for the year 
ending 16th May, 1882. The list of arti- 
cles and their cost is as follows :— 
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Ordered by the Board of Words : 

372 suits of red silk for chaie- ) 
bearers ......cccceeeeeeee eeecce 
372 suits of red gauze for 
chair-bearors ........escecseees 
‘75 pieces of green pongee 
> chair-bearers ...........0sc000 

5,000 suits of red silk for 

35,700 


| Tis. 
+ 4,926 odd. 


Chair-bearers ........cssesccceeees 
500 pieces of green pongee 
chair-bearers ..............0066 J 
[The above articles were re- 
quired for the funeral of the 
Empress Dowager. ] ; 
Tudent for Kuang Hsii VIII : 
30 pieces of muslin ............... 883 
5,000 pieces of taffeta for use at 
BRCTILICO .....ccccecescescersenseces 22,533 
Ordered by the Board of 


- Revenue: 


2,000 chin of floss silk............15,622 
Ordered by the Imperial 


. Household : 


" 900 pieces of silk and satin, 


194 pieces of plain and snow- 
white satin and pongee ...... 2,452 


being theindent transferred 
from Ssii-ch‘nan for Kuang f 25,034 
FAS VL. oc cece cccctasescoseess 

200 napkins for imperial use... 4,814 





Tis. 111,967 ’ 





Theaboveamount was 
provided ‘as follows :— 
From the land-tax for 
K.S. VIL..........., Tls. 8,100 
' From the likin re- 
COUPES .eccecsesseeseeees Ll, 103,875 
Tls, 111,975. 


There is a balance, including last year’s 
surplus, of Tis, 1,814 in the Memorialist’s 
hands.—Rescript : Let the Yaméu concern- 
ed take note. 

January 25th (K.S. vim, xu, 17).—(1) 
A Decree, based on the report of Kuang- 





4 ; : Poe ets 
’ shou and Yen Ching-ming, dismissing from 


the public service Ch‘ung-hsiin for conduct 


‘ unbecoming his position as Vice-President 


> 


e 


of the Censorate. It is proved that Ch‘ung- 
hsiin, ever since his appointment, has been 
in the habit of summoning the police ofti- 
cials to his private abode to receive his 
instructions as to cases brought before 
them, so that his interference is common 
talk. It is also true that he wrote the 


4 . . . 
' signboards of the Yung Shun Ch‘ien foreign 


i 


4 
0 


goods shop outside the Chéng’ Yang Gate 
(Ch‘ien Mén) of the Tartar City, and that 
he went in person to offer his congratula- 
tions when the shop was opened. 
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| (2) A Decree. ‘I'sai T's‘ai, Police Censor 
of the Eastern Division, Supervising Cen- 
sor of the Yiinnan Circuit, is on intimate . 
terms with his inferior the Secretary of | 
the Censorate Yang Hsi-tsu ; he also sends 
his servants with messages about public 
business. After being repeatedly denoun- 
ced, he has the hardihood to demand to 
be confronted with his accuser. For such 
improper conduct aud stupidity, Tsai Ts‘ai 
is dismissed from the public service. Yang 
Hsi-tsu is convicted of intimacy with Tsai 
Ts‘ai and of stirring up trouble in his 
dealings with the police magistrates. He 
is cashiered and ordered to return to his 
native place, where he will be kept under 
strict surveillance. The Assistant Police 
Magistrate Yang Shu-fan, who discussed 
public business with Yang Hsi-tsu in the 
open street, is to vacate his post and await 
re-employment. ‘The Police Mayistrate 
Chung Tzi-ming, who was charged with 
the issue of pay to the volunteer brigade, 
employed the money gained in changing 
silver to supply uniforms to the men. 
Though not guilty of peculation, he did 
not, as was his duty, report the facta to his 
superiors, and only after he was denounced 
made yvood the deticit. He is handed over 
to the Board for the determination of tho 
legal penalty. 

(4) Chang Pfei-lun is appointed Senior, 
and Wang Ming-liian Junior, Doputy 
Supervisor of Instruction. 

(5) Yeh Yin-fang is appointed Police 
Censor of the Eastern Divison of Peking. 

(6) Lin Shu reports an appeal case, in 
which the petitioner, an unpaid banner- 
man belonging to Shéngching, accuses a 
Captain of the Plain Yellow Banner of 
compelling certain robbers to implicate 
petitioner's father as their accomplice, and 
of torturing petitioner’s father to death 
because he would not confess his guilt. The 
Captain falsely reported that death was 
caused by illness, and, though an inquest 
was held, the case was hushed tp. 
After repeated vain applications to the 
authorities of his native province, the 
petitioner has brought his plaint to the 
Capital.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(7) Ting Pao-chén reports having sen- 
tenced a seller of tobacco to death for the 
murder of a schoolmaster, who was_ his 
debtor, and his wife. The schevlmaster 
provoked his creditor by railing at his 
parents, and also attacked him with a 
hatchet: his wife was sirausled lest she 
should reveal the crime, which was proved 
by the discovery of one vf the murderer's 
old shoes in the rovm. 


January 26th.—(K.S. vi, xu, 18.)— 
(Abstract of Memorials) Ts’én Yii-ying 
requests that copper from Yiinrian’may be 
sent to the Capital by the old river route, 
by way of Lu-chou in Ssiti-ch’uan. 

(1) Li P’ei-yu is transferred to Kuang- 
tung as Grain Intendant; and I-lin is 
appointed Prefect of Yang-chou Fu. 

2) A Decree, conferring rewards on the 
physicians and others, to whose careful 
prescriptions the restoration of Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager’s health is to be 
ascribed. Though announced greatly re- 
cavered in the 6th moon of last year, Her 
Majesty had not regained Her usual vigour. 
Her complete recovery, after more than a 
year’s convalescence, is a subject for heart- 
felt congratulation to Us and to the officials 
and people of the whole Empire. Dread- 
ing that Her Majesty’s unremitting super- 
vision of the government may prove too 
burdensome, We have besought Her to 
husband Her strength, and to devote more 
attention to the more perfect preservation 
of Her health, that so the anxiety of the 
whole Empire may be allayed. 

(3) A Decree. The Board of Civil Office 
propose that Jén Tao-jung be degraded two 
steps and removed to another post: Let 
him be deprived of his office and retained 
at his post. 

January 27th (K.S. vu, x11, 19).—(Court 
Circular), The Prince of Kung returns 
thanks to Her Majesty for the gift of an 
‘autograph inscription. 

(1) Liang Yao-shu is appointed Senior, 
and Fei Yen-hsi is appointed Jurior, 
poreeny of the Supervisorate of Instruc- 

jon. 

(2) A Decree, negativing thé joint re- 
quest of the Boards of Rites etc: that 
additional cells may be erected in .the 
Shun-t‘ieon Fu Examination Hall. The 
Mensor Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu lately recom- 
mended care in the selection of candidates 
for the hsiang shih. The number of certi- 
ficates issued to licentiates and chien shéng 
is fixed by law; and it is only owing to 
the excessive number granted of late years 
in. Shun-t‘ien Fu that the cells are too 
few. Hereafter let the Imperial Academy 
and the Literary Chancellor of Shun-t‘ien 
Fu strictly examine the papers sent in 
to them and select or reject the candidates 
accordingly without the least leniency. 

(3) The Prince of Hwui and his collea- 
gues report that the Chinese text of the 
one volume of 160 chapters of the Precepts 
of His Sacred Majesty the Emperor T‘ung 
Chih has been carefully collated, and that 
orders have been given for binding it; 
that the Manchu edition is also ready. 
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(Jin. 26—29. 


The Memorialists observe that the late 
Emperor for thirteen years, with anxious 
care, devoted his whole soul to quiet me- 
ditation on the decrees of Heaven; His 
lifelong utterances, full of luminous per- 
spicacity, bestowed a pattern law on all ages 
to come. His boundless virtue shall last 
as long as Heaven and Earth endure, and 
His words of wisdom shall enlighten like 
the sun and stara. His Majesty has now 
succeeded to the imperial sway, another 
Sage has indued the virtues of His pre- 
decessor and is determined to inherit His 
fame. His constant thought has been te 
follow the Precious Guidance of His late 
Majesty, to illustrate the path of duty by 
ceiling His glory. That the work of 
giving to the Sacred Precepts a lasting 
form should be happily completed as the; 
year draws to its close is a cause for deep; 
joy and thankgiving to officials and people; 
alike. The Memorialists are charged with 
the work of revision and the supervision: 
of the engraving, and their good fortune} 
in being attached to a Court that is pos-; 
sessed of ordinances and laws stimulates: 
them to fresh diligence in the performance: 
of their duty. They now submit the Man.-; 
chu and Chinese texts for His Majesty's 
perusal. When the remaining volumes aro} 
completed, they will communicate with thej 
Mao Ch‘in Tien, (the Imperial Library). 

January 28th-29th (K.S. vin, xm, 20-21). 
—(Court Circular.) The Princes of Tun, 
Kung, and Ch‘un returned thanks for the 
bestowal of silks and satins. The LIron-: 
capped Princes (of Li, etc.) paid their; 
respects to Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager (on the occasion of her complete 
recovery). 

(1) A Decree ordering thanksgiving ser- 
vices for the recent fall of snow to be held 
in all the State Temples on February lst. 
His Majesty will, as usual, take part. 

(2) A Decree ordering the reform of 





- certain abuses that have arisen in connec- 


tion with the Public Examinations. Some! 
of the proposals of the Censor Téng Ch‘éng-! 
hsiu are worth adopting. He states that 
personation and cheating are rife at the: 
preliminary examinations ; that too many | 
certificates are issued ; that the examiners 
are sometimes guilty of extortion ; and that 
the candidates, at the provincial and the! 
metropolitan examinations alike, both when 
they enter the hall and when the essays are 
handed in, crowd together, exchange essays, 
and give one another information. Such 
abuses are, in the future, to be stern- 
ly suppressed. The Associate Provincial, 
Examiners are to be men of probity and 
learning. The Literary Chancellors are to 
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be atricter in admitting candidates to com- 


. pete. 


The High Officials of the Revision 


- Committee, at the test examinations that 


succeed the examinations for the degrees of 


- provincial and metropolitan graduate, 


 gmitted to them. 


amust honestly examine the essays sub- 
The Board of Rites is to 
report on the proposal to increase the 
mumber of transcribers and comparers of 
the essays, and to propose what rewards 
may be given them. In each competition 


- the essential point is to obtain impartial 
- consideration of the essays, not to alter the 
_ established system ; and it is for the High 
' Officials concerned to fairly and diligently 
. select the best candidates and suppress 


: home and bury his mother. 
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abuses. The Censor’s proposal to appoint 
clerks to transcribe the essays at the Palace 
Examination and at the Examination for 
the selection of Provincial Examiners, 
need not be considered. 

(3) A Decree depatching Poyennamohu 
and Yen Ching-ming to the Eastern 
Mausolea to investigate a certain matter. 

(4) A Decree ordering the Board of War 
to consider and report on the proposal of 
the Censor Liu En-p‘u that the custom of 
requesting exemption from the mounted 
archery-drill may be restrained by reyula- 
tion, and that groundless applications may 
be punished, 

(5) A Decree, in reply to the request of 
Li Huang-chang to be permitted to return 
The request 
is a most earnest one and deserves to be 
granted. But Li Hung-chang’s assistance 
is just now indispensable in the arrange- 
ment of important matters connected with 
the Northern Ports. A further Decree 
will be promulgated in March next. 

(6) A Decree. The Censor, Liu En-p‘u, 
requests that all high officials, civil or 
military, Manchu or Chinese, and all 
members of the Hanlin College, the Super- 
visorate of Instruction, and the Censorate, 
who are addicted to opium-smoking, may 
be compelled within three months to give 
up the habit. Henceforward, let all such 
officers earnestly purify themselves of this 
vice ; those guilty of outward assent and 
secret disobedience to this warning will be 
moat severely punished. 

(7) Jén Tao-jung is ordered to Peking 
to await further employment. He will 
hand over office to Ch‘én Shih-chieh on 
his arrival in Shantung. 

(8) Liu Ping-chang is appointed Governor 
of Chékiang. 

(9) Séléngo reports having completed 
the inspection of the native and Chinese 
troops in Ulterior Tibet. He firat pro- 
ceeded to, Tashilumbo; he afterwards 
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visited the military stations at the frontier 
passes of Ting-jih, Niehlamu, and Kiang- 
tai. The troops formed well, and shewed 
considerable proficiency in volley-firing 
and exercise with musket, shield, sword, 
and lance. Their mounted archery 
and target practice were on the whole, 
good. The Memorialist rewarded the 
proficient and rebuked the backward ; he 
also urged on the officers the importance of 
keeping their meninutraining. He return- 
ed to Anterior Tibet on 23rd ‘November 
1882.—Rescript : Noted. 

January 30th (K.S. vm, xu, 22-23),— 
(Court Circular.) The Governor of Shun- 
t‘ien Fu reports a fall of snow, to the 
depth of over three inches, in the Metro- 
politan District. 

D A Decree enjoining on the Heads 
of Boards and Offices the necessity of more 
careful selection of officers to be .recom- 
mended for the post of Censor. The scan- 
dalous conduct of some members of the 
Censorate has sullied the reputation of the 
whole body. If uuworthy officers are 
recommended, their superiors will incur 
the penalty due for careless recommen- 
dation. 

(2) A Decree calling for a report from 
the Board of Revenue on the proposal of 
the Censor K‘ung Haien-ch‘uo that officials 
be no longer allowed to purchase quick 
promotion or appointment to a particular 
province. 

(3) En-fu is appointed Deputy Lieuten- 
ant-General of the Plain Blue Chinese 


Banner and Té-ming FESR) succeeds 
Soputérhchapu as Captain General of the 
Guards’ Division. 

(4) A Deoree expressing the Imperial 
regret for the death of Soputérhchapu. 
All penalties recorded against his name 
are cancelled, Tls. 500 are bestowed for the 
expenses of his funeral, and his son and 
grandson are to be presented at Court as 
soon as they come of age. 

(5) A Decree, in reply to the Memorial 
of K ung Haien-ch‘uo, who requests that Liu 
Chao-yuan’s recommendation of certain 
cashiered officials may be cancelled on the 
ground that they were punished for definite 
faults. The Board of Civil Oftice is 
ordered to investigate their cases and 
report. (See Gazette of January 24th.) 

(6) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Svochow forwards the 
accounts for 1880 of the indent trausferred 
from Ssi-ch‘uan tothe three manufactories, 
The Memorialist’s manufactory was called 
upon to supply 1,210 pieces of embroidered 
satin, smovth silk, damask, and pongee. 


The cost of materials, manufacture, and 
packing, amounted to Ts. 27,102. In- 
cluding the balance in hand (Tis. 113), the 
amount issued by the Treasurer was Tls. 
29,113. There is thus a surplus of Tis. 
2,010 odd, which will be included in the 
estimates for 1881. 

(7) The same oflicer reports that, of the 
Tis. 30,000 issued in 1880 by the Treasurer 
for the manufacture of articles for His 
Majesty’s use, only ‘ls. 20,477 have been 
expended. The surplus has been retained 
to meet the expenses of a still unfinished 
order for silk cases, jade seals, &c. 

February Ist and 2nd (IKK.S. vim, xm, 24 
and 25.)—A. Decree directing the Board to 
consider what posthumous honours should 
be granted to Ma Shéng-wn, formerly Pre- 
fect of Pao-ting Fu. Yii-lu appointed this 
officer, who had retired in mourning, to 
administer the relief measures in Anhwui ; 
and his unremitting exertions caused his 
death at his post. 

(2) Wén-lin’s' appointment, as Superin- 
tendent of the Imperial Manufactory at 
Nanking, is renewed for another year. 


(3) Ho Ching sugyests that those military 
officers, who, on the ground of wounds 
received in battle, obtain exemption from 
mounted archery-drill, may be ordered to 
practise musketry and artillery firing. The 
Moemorialist observes that, at the present 
day, the rifle and cannon are the most im- 
portant arms ; and, while, in archery, both 
hands must be capable of vigorous exertion, 
in discharging a rifle, the left hand sup- 
ports the barrel of the weapon, which is 
pressed close to the body, and the right 
hand is used merely to pull the trigger, 8o 
that, provided the left hand is unwounded, 
musketry may be practised. As to artillery 
the gun has to be smartly loaded and deli- 
berately fired with correct aim; thus atill 
less vigour of arm is required.—Granted 
by Rescript. ; 

(4) The Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang provinces reports the despatch of 
Tis. 20,0uu to Peking, This is the fourth 
and last instalment of the T'ls. 50,000 due 
to the Amperial Household fur the year 
1882 from the salt lehin. 

February 3-4 (KS. vit xt 26-27)— 
(Court of Circtilar.) The Civil Ollice pre- 
sented to iiis Majesty the Red Book for 
spring. 

(1) Shao Chi-ch uy is appuinted Literary 
Chancellor of Sstt chuan. 


(2) Chéns Hsien-faus ap 3 SA) is 
appoipted Prefect uf Usitau-hua Fu in 
Chilli, ° 
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over to the Board fur the determination of 
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(3-4) Hsi Chih retires in ill-health ; and; 
Fa K‘un (Wake succeeds him as Deputy 
Lieutenant-General of the Mongol Bordered i 
Blue Banner. ; ' 

(5) A Decree, directing the Civil Office: 
to report on the request of the Censor; 
Huang Yiian-shan that stringent penal-! 
ties may be laid down for reckless recom-; 
mendation to the post of head prefect or; 
head magistrate of a province. | 

(6) The Censor Chang Kuan-chun, in a’ 
Postscript Memorial to an account of the! 
mutiny at Wu-ch‘ang, requests that P‘éne: 
Yii-lin may be ordered to report on the; 
conduct of the High Authorities during} 
the outbreak. The Censor hears that, 
when the mayistrate’s unfair protection o!! 
the bauker in whose shop the dispute; 
arose had caused tumult among the soldiers! 
and murmurs among the people, the 
Governor-General, who is old and timid,, 
appealed in vain to his bodyguard, while 
the Governor, after burning incense and: 
praying to Buddha, closed the gates, to the: 
great alarm of the inhabitants. Such con-: 
fusion and terror on the part of officers 
entrusted with the supreme administration ; 
cannot escape censure. They have also 
tried to evade punishment by delaying 
their report of the occurrence for more 
than twenty days ; a most unconstitutional 
attempt to hush up a public affair. 

February 5th-6th (K.S. vin, xu, 28-29), 
(1) A Decree conferring tablets with in-: 
scriptions on various temples in Féng-' 
‘huang Ting and An-tung Hsien in Shéng- } 
ching. Ch‘ung-ch‘i represents that thet 
Spirits have ever vouchsafed signal aid in! 
auswer to prayers of the oflicials and 
people, His proposal to bestow further 
titles and honours on the Spirit of the 
Palladium Temple at Féng-huang, and on 
the Dragon-King and the River aud Sea: 
Spirits at An-tung is referred to the Board! 
of Rites for consideration. | 

The rest of this day’s Gazette is occupied ! 
by a long list of honours to ofticers engaged , 
in the printing Ge., of the Sacred Precepts . 
of Tung-chih, and by the report of P*éuy: 
Ya-lin on the Wu-ch‘ang mutiny, which 
has been summarised in Decree of January : 
18th 1883. : 

February 7th-10th (K.S. vii, vu, 30 and 
IX, 1, 1-3).—(1) A Decree, Pao-t‘iny con-' 
fesses that, ou his way back fron Fukier: 
where he went as Chief Examiner, he: 
bought a concubine: Let him be handed 
the severe penalty that he requests. { 

Court Circular (8th February — New: 


1 Year's Day) — ‘Lhe Imperial : Board of , 


Fes. 10—14.] 





Astronomy reports that the wind rose in 
the N.E., presaging longevity and plen- 
teous harvests. 

(2) The Princes of Tun and Kung and 
Ching-shou return thanks for the gift of 
purses. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from the Censor 
Chou Shéng-shu advocating alternate ap- 
pointments by the Civil Office and the 
Provincial Authorities to district mayis- 
tracies, without regard to the cause of the 
vacancy. The Censor ascribes the block 
among the officials awaiting appointment 
to magistracies at the Civil Oilice entirely 
to the deceitful custom of obtaining leave 
to wait on aged parents instead of retiring 
im mourning, —Keferred to the Board. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Liu Hsii, 
Sub-Directur of the Court of Revision, 
proposing that district magistrates who 
have retired in mourning may have the 
same facilities for obtaining re-appointment 
given them as are ubtained by Sub-Prefects 

‘and assistant Sub-Prefeets, and, as in the 
case of ofticials recommended for meritorious 
service, may be eligible for election at 
evéry mouth’s drawing.—Referred to the 
Board. 

(5) Chang Shu-sheng requests that a 
military graduate may be deprived of his 
degree and brought to trial. He and his 
father cut down twelve cedars about the 
graves of two high officials of the Yuan 
dynasty, and defaced their tombs. The 
case was compromised on the understanding 
that he would replace the trees, repair the 
tombs, and offer sacrifice to the spirits of 
the departed ; but he handed over the roots 
of the trees and planks made of the wood, 
and persistently refused to appear before 
the mayistrate, Eo is of a violent disposi- 
tion, aud is a terror to his village. He 
ia also accused of forging a bill of sale of 
the trees. —Granted by Rescript. 

February 11th and 12th.—(K.S. rx, 1, 
4 and5.) (1) Memorial from the Super- 
vising Censor of the Board of War, Chou 
Ho, protesting against the custom of 
protracting the transaction of public busi- 
ness. The Censor observes that the 
supreme control of the Central Govern- 
ment is maintained by the system of fixing 
precise periods within which affairs must 
be reported from the provinces ; but in the 
pressing emergency of the Rebellion, the 
powers of the Viceroys and Governors had 
to be temporarily enlarged. Now that 
peace is restored, unless the old system be 
enforced, endless malpractices will arise. 
Consider, for instance, the delays in cri- 
minal cases. First of all, the witnesses 
cannot be brought together ; then, the 
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criminal’s statements are contradictory ; 
finally, the lower officials ure late in sub- 
mitting their reports. Thus, with every 
official, from Viceroy down to Magistrate, 
protracting the case, the prisoners are 
kept in suspense for years, and honest 
people suffer endless worry. Of course, 
doubtful or difficult cases must not be 
rashly decided; but even the simplest, 
ordinary charges drag on for years.’ To 
say nothing of those who are wronged 
without redress, the culprits, who are en- 
titled to some remission of their sentence, 
die in prison without enjoying the gracious 
bounty of the Emperor. ‘These men, in 
fact, die by procrastination, not by law. 
The payment of the taxes, again, is settled 
by regulation ; but, in spite of innumerable 
bureaux, of re-organization etc., the year’s 
accounts are not audited within the year, 
Not only re-organization expenses and the 
like, but even payments for the relief of 
distress, abatement of taxes etc., are all 
delayed beyond the time for effectual 
action. The higher officers embezzle the 
money obtained by false reports, the clerks 
manipulate the accounts ; if they are ata 
loss, they make arrangements; if that 
resource fail, they give bribes. Now if 
each atfair was speedily settled, unworthy 
otticials and crafty clerks would have no 
time to concoct their nefarious schemes. 
The metropolitan offices are as dilatory as 
the provincial ones. If two oflices are 
concerned, excuses will be found, such as 
‘searching the records” or °* verification 
of the case,” for indefinitely ’ postponing 
the settlement of the affair, for the benefit 
of the dishonest underlings. The Censor, 
therefure, requests that the legal limit for 
closing each transaction may be strenu- 
ously enforced. : 

(2) The Viceroy of the Shen-kan pro- 
vinces reports that, as a Captain of the 
Patik’un regiment was riding across a 
bridge, his horse took fright and fell into 
the river. Horse and rider were both 
drowned.—Noted. 

February 13th and 14th.—(K.S8. 1x, 1, 


6-7.)—Ho Ching proposes to permit a Bri- 


gadier of the I'‘i-wan irregular force to 
enlist 1,009 recruits at his home in Hunan 
to replace the men who have succumbed 
to the climate. The Viceroy remarks that 
there are now twelve battalions of irregulars 
on garrison duty, amounting, with those on 
board cruisers, to a force over 7,200 men. 
—Reseript: Let the Board of War take 
note. 

(2) Séléngé, Imperial Resident in Tibet, 
requests that the title of the Chief Abbut 
may be conferred on Loputsangtunchu, 


who has been appointed Superior of Lama- 
series at Tashilumbo on the recommenda- 
tion of the Memorialist. (See Gazette of 
20th November, 1882.) The Resident 
tested the abilities of this officer during 
his tour through Ulterior Tibet, and found 
him honest, earnest, and versed in theo- 
logy. There is much business connected 
with Ulterior Tibet from the vast extent 
of the country, and the multitude of priests, 
so that an officer must be chosen to super- 
intend affairs there.—Referred to the 
Mongolian Superintendency. 

February 15th-16th (K.S. rm, 1, 8-9).— 
The Shun-t‘ien Fu Authorities report a 
fall of over eight inches of snow. 


(1) Sung Shén CED) is appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Chinese 
Plain White Banner, ; 


(2) Sung K’un (ie EE) is appointed 
Grain Commissioner of Kiangsi. 

(3) A Decree appointing Kuang-shou 
and Chih-wan to investigate the charges of 
debility, mediocrity, indolence, and un- 
worthy conduct brought by Yen Mao, 
Sub-Director of the State Ceremonial Court, 
against Chih Ho, President of the Board 
of War. 

(4) A Decree commanding the Imperial 
College of Inscriptious to prepare two 
tablets to be conferred on the Temples of 
the God of Rain at Ta-tang Shan and 
Lung-ling K‘ou in Ch‘ang-piug Chou. Pi 
Tao-yuan reports that in times of drought, 
prayer and sacrifice at these temples have 
ever obtained a speedy and favourable. re- 
sponse. 

February 17th-18th (K.S, rx, 1, 10-11). 
—(1) A Decree. Poyennomohu and Yen 
Ching-ming have submitted their report 
on the Tung Ling barracks case. It 
appears from the statements of the Captain 
Sui Téng-ti and others and of the con- 
tractor that only Tis. 99,756 of the Tis. 
238,758 issued by the Board were actually 
paid, that Ching-jui, formerly Brigade 
General at the Tuny Ling, yave the officers 
permission‘to borrow the amount of their 
allowances from the contractor, and that 
Ching-jui told the contractor to make some 
artangement about a deficit of Tls. 28,619 
in the amount of the first instalment dua 
tohim. Ching-jui is called on to reply | 
categorically to these assertions, 

(Ching-jui is at present Commandant 7 
the Right Wing of the Vanguard.] 

(2) Chang Chih-tung requests that, for 


the next three years, no more expectant | 


sub-prefects, petty officials, or salt officials 
may be alloted to Shansi. Even in former 
times, when the expectants of the above 
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classes were not 200 in number, the 
poverty and remote position of the pro- 
vince precluded them from finding suffi- 
cient employment. Though the curtail- 
ment of the relief measures and the 
rigorous economy necessary in the 
poverty-stricken province have greatly 
reduced the number of official posts, 
there has been a sudden increase in the 
ranks of expectant ‘ petty officials,’ etc., 
during the past few years, owing to the 
closing of other provinces, till there are 
now 42 expectant sub or assistant prefects 
for 8 posts, 412 expectants for 166 vacancies 
as petty officials, and 87 for the 9 offices 
in the salt administration. The tao-t‘ais, 
prefects, and mayistrates, in compassion 
for their destitute condition, try to find 
them employment, and they thus cause a 
waste of government fands and disturb the 
country, for it is not likely that a man 
suddenly raised from grinding poverty to 
official employment should care for official 
discipline.—Referred to the Civil Office. 

February 19th and 20th (K.S. 1x, 1, 12 
and13.)—({Court Circular). Liu Ping-chang, 
Governor of Chékiang, had audience to 
receive instructions from His Majesty. 

(1) A Decree of the Empress Dowager. 
Let the name of the fifth son of the Prince 


of Ch‘un be Tsai-féng (BR 78). 

(2) Wang Té-pang, formerly Treasurer 
of Fukien, is ordered to Chékiang for 
employment by Liu Ping-chang. [Note. 
Wang Té-pang was ordered to Kansu tu be 
under the orders of Tso Tsung-t‘ang on 
29th April, 1880]. 

(3) Liu Chih-ch i (35 RAP isappointea 
Tao-t‘ai of the T‘ung Shang Circuit in 
Shénai. 

(4) A Decree, Let Pao-t‘ing in accord- 
ance with the report of the Board of Civil 
Office, be deprived of his office. 

(56) Wang ‘I'a-ching is permitted to retire 
in ill-health. Ku‘ai Té-piao succeeds him 
as Financial Commissioner of Hupei, and is 
succeeded, as Judge, by Huang P‘éng-nien 


(5a 3 44) 


(6) Fu Chén-pang, Genbral-in-Chief, Hu- 
pel, retires in ill-health. He is succeeded 


by Oh‘éng Wén-ping (#@ RX Fh). 

(7) Chang Chao-tung reports that, public 
business being more settled and the exam- 
ination over, he purposes starting for a 
tour through Formosa on December 29th, 
1882, in obedience to the instructions of 
His Majesty as to the importance of that 
island.—Noted. 

February 21st-22nd (K.S. rx, 1, 14-15), 
—(1) A Decree dismissing from the public 
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service one district magistrate and several 
officers of lower rank, whom P‘éng Tsu- 


“Thsien has denounced as unfit for their 


osts. : 

(2) The Superintendent of Jehole reports 
that the public money expended by him 
last year amounted in all to Tis. 8,099 ; 
including pensions to widows of Banner- 
men, cost of correspondence, repairs to 
Palace walls, pay of overseers, and minor 
items. The above expenses are provided 
for by the interest of Tis. 80,000 granted 
by the Emperor Chia Ch‘ing in 1794, and 
there remains at present a balance of Tis. 
4,196, which will be duly carried forward 
and shewn in next year’s accounts. 

February 23rd and 24th (K.S. rx, 1, 16 
and 17.)—(1) A Decree, in answer to a 
Memorial from the Censor Liu En-p‘u, 
commanding the Board of Ceremonies to 
enjoin on the various public offices 
obedience to the old regulations regarding 
daily attendance at Court, and worship at 
the state temples. The Censor asserts that 
many officers appointed to assist in State 
sacrifices fail to attend. ii 

(2) A Decree summoning to the Capital 


for audience Hu Jui-lan (Ara ee) a 


cashiered Vice-President of the Board of . 


War, Lin Shou-t‘u (pk Sep) who was 
dismissed from the post of Treasurer of 
Shansi, and Fu Ch‘ing-i, ex-Financial Com- 
missioner of Anhui. 

(3) A Decree calling for a report from 
Kuang-shou and the Heads of the Censorate 
on the charges brought by the Censor Liu 
En-p‘u_ against Chang Kuan-chun and 
Chiin-ch 4, 


(4) Shéng Chih-hsjng (B&F Ay) is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the An, Hsiang, Yuan, 
Ching Circuit of Aupei. 

(5) Kuei-hény is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(6) Té-k‘uei is appointed Deputy Lieut.- 
General of the Mongol Plain Yellow 
Banner. 


(7) Wang Té-shéng (=F 74) B85) is ap- 
pointed Brigadier of the Nan-chang Regi- 
ment in Kiangsi. 

(8) Wu T‘ing-fén ( ), Vice- 
Director of the Imperial Clan Court, and 
a Secretary of the Tsung-li_Yamén, is 
ordered to serve as a Minister of that 
Yamén on probation. 

(9) A Decree calling for a report from 
the Civil Office on the proposals of Chang 
P‘ei-lun with regard to cessation of appoint- 
ment to provinces, careful scrutiny of 
recommendations, the abolition or amalga- 
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mation of the categories of officials eligible 
for appointments, and the reform of the 
regulations regarding acting posts. 

(10), (11), (12) Decrees, in answer to 
reports from the Governors-General of 
Yiin-kuei and Ssii-ch‘uan, dismissing or 
degrading unworthy civil and military 
officials. & ty 

(3) Memorial from Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu on 
abuses in connection with the public 
examinations. These are ranged under 
seven heads as follows :— 

(a) The appointment of Provincial 
Examiners is unfair. The competitors for 
appointment send verses’ to the High 
Officials, aud form verse-making societies, 
asking High Officers who are likely to be 
on the Revising Committee to criticise 
their productions. Thus the Commission- 
ers know their style and handwriting. The 
Memorialist proposes to have the essays 
copied and the name of the writer sealed 
over, as is done in the Palace Examination. 

(b) The Associate Examiners in the 
Provinces are mostly expectants, who, 
being hard put to it to live, sell their 
right of recommending essays to the 
Assistant Examiner. By acting in con- 
junction with the officers of the Sealing 
Office, they can tell the writer of an essay. 
Fukien, Kuangtung, Chekiang, and An- 
hwui are notorious for this malpractice, 
The Memorialist suggests more care in the 
choice of Associate Examiners, and that 
they be kept in the Examination Hall after 
being chosen. 

(¢) More care should be taken in the. 
preliminary test-examination of competi- 
tors. (See Gazette of 28th January). 

(da) The metropolitan officials give certi- 
ficates to candidates who present them- 
selves for the first time, without due 
inquiry. The Censor proposes that such 
candidates’ age, appearance, family, ete., 
shall all be investigated, and that the 
officer giving the bond shall appear on the 
day appointed at the Imperial Academy 
and recognise those to whom he gave 
surety bonds. The heads of the Academy, 
also, should be more chary of authorising 
candidates to compete. Any deceit or 
offence on the part of a candidate should 
involve the offices of the Academy, and 
his sureties, in punishment. 

(e.) The copyists are ignorant clerks, 
and they often let graduates take their 
places, these latter having arranged to 
correct the essays of their friends. The 
Censor urges that the copyists should be 
good penmen, and that their number and 
that of the comparers of essays should be 
increased ; also that the officers of the 





Outer Precincts should be rewarded or 
punished as are those of the Inner Pre- 
cincts. 

(f.) The candidates openly break the 
rules, taking in cartloads of books, crowd- 
ing to and fro when they enter the Hall, 
conversing with one another on the day 
for handing in the essays. Further, 
at the Shun-t’ien Fu Examination last 
autumn, metropolitan officials and even 
Haulin officials and metropolitan graduates 
boldly and openly entered the Hall to be 
examined instead of their friends. The 
Censor can only request that the Super- 
visors be ordered to be on their guard 
against such abuses, and punish all found 
guilty of them. me 

(g) The further examination. should be 
atrict. At present it is a mere farce, 
and, as a consequence, personation is rife, 
especially among the licentiates by pur- 
chase ‘in the central provinces. Sometimes 
one man will enter his name as belonging 
to two different places, or, armed with 
several certificates, be examined under 
several names. In one case, the compe- 
titor was on an excursion to Shanghai 
when his name appeared .on the list, a 
circumstance which evoked much murmur- 
ing. The Censor would haye the Decree 
ordering a further examination of all pro- 
vincial graduates carried out strictly, and 
the papers at the text examination kept, 
and afterwards compared with those at 
the further examination. He complains 
of the laxity of high ofticials, metropolitan 
and provincial, which, by ruining , the 
examination system, injures the adminia- 
tration, 

February 25th-26th (K.S. 1x, 1, 18-19.) 
—(1) A Decree commanding the Board of 
Revenue, whenever there is remission of 
the land-tax granted on account of distress, 
to set forth in a public notice the Decree 
of 1865, that all the suffering people may 
learn the law. The Censor Liang Chiin 
complains that sums paid before the re- 
mission is made known now go into the 
pockets of the local officials, instead of 
being set off against the amount due the 
following year. The Decree further de- 
nounces severe punishment on those who 
recommend unworthy oflicers, and bids the 
high officials of the Central and of the Pro- 
vincial Government tremblingly obey and 
not despise this warning. — ; ; 

(2) A Decree. Ou receipt of Ching Sui’s 
reply to the charges brought against him, 
Poyennomohu and Yen Ching-ming were 
ordered to investigate the affair. They 
report that his statements are utterly at 
variance With those of the Superintendent, 


Google 


[Fes. 24—26, 


overseer, and contractor ; and that I-mien 
asserts that the contractor never received 
a Tis. 1,000 bill, which he gave to Ching 
Jui to pay for the suspending of a tablet 
in January, 1882. The matter must be 
sifted to the bottom. Let Ching Jui, 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Plain 
Yellow Banner, resign his post and proceed 
at once to the Tung Ling to await examina- 
tion. 

(3) Yen Mao, Sub-Director of the Court 
of State Ceremonial, requests that the Im- 
perial Commission appvinted to consider 
the reform of the Government Schovls for 
Bannermen may be ordered to include in 
their deliberations the restoration of the 
school for Givros situated at the south of 
the Imperial Pleasure Grounds. = This 
school, founded in 1686, was provided with 
a staff of nine Manchu and twelve Chinese 
teachers, and 360 youths were tv be chosen 
froin the Imperial Household to attend it. 
The original constitution of the school was 
not very minute, and depended for efliciency 
on the honesty and sincerity of those con- 
nected with it. When the introduction of 
the purchase system reduced tlie attendance 
at all government schools, the Gioro schoul 
suffered the most severely. Further the 
personation at the examinations, both of 
the scholars and of candidates fur appoint- 
ments as teachers, caused most of -the 
pupils to abandon the School. The moat 
necessary articles were withheld and most 
of the revenue embezzled ; the buildings 
were allowed to fall into ruins. The con- 
dition of this school is worse than that of 
the other government schools. The old 
constitution is evidently deticient, and the 
secretaries of the Imperial Honsehold are 
not equal to reforming it. The Sub- 
Director, therefore, makes the above re- 
quest.—Granted by Edict earlier issued. 

(4) In a Postseript Memorial, Yen Mao 
suggests that the reserve funds of the 
provinces be used for the repair of the 
government schools, aud points out Yen 
Ching-ming and Chang Chih-wan as honest 
ofticials likely to kuow the amount of theso 
funds, which are kept to meet extraordinary 
expenditure and are not reported to the 
Board.—See Gazette of 24th January. 

(5) In a further Postscript, You Mao 
proposes that, the school for Gioros sup- 
plying instruction to the youth of the 
Imperial HLousehold, the funds for repair- 
ing the buildings and re-establishing the 
schovl should be contributed by those 
ollicers of the HLousehold who are wealthy 
and those who havo held the post of 
Custums Superintendent, and that the 
current expenses should be subseribed cack 


. the Censorate. 
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year by the various Customs Superintend- 
ents.—Referred to the Imperial Commis- 
sion. 


(6) The Prince of Kung and his colleagues 
report that Yen-chih (HE lb, an expectant 


Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, should 
succeed Chi-shun (lately appointed a Tao- 
tai), asa Manchu Secretary to the Grand 
Council.—Rescript : Noted. 

February 27-28th (K.S. rx, 1, 20 21.)—(1) 
Memorial from Liu En-p‘u, Censor of the 
Honan Circuit. ‘Ihe Memorialist premises 
that the calamities that are caused by the 
poisonous effects of opium are endless, and 
that opium is a great source of the people’s 
abandoning their livelihood, neglecting 
agriculture, ruining their houses, and sell- 
ing their property. Any scheme of reform 
rust begin with the official body ; and to 
improve the lower officials, it is esseutial 
to begin with the high officers. The un- 
animity of public opinion proves the pre- 
valence of opium-smoking among the high 
officers ; but immediate denunciation and 
ce ndign punishment would, in the Censor’s 
opinion, though right and proper, be tvo 
lhasty a measure and opposed somewhat to 
the merciful spirit of the Court. The 
period of cure varies, but there is no 
reason for asserting the vice incurable. 
The Censor, therefore, requests that a 
limit of three months be allowed for 
honest reformation. Those who continue 


, in their evil courses or are guilty of out- 


ward acquiescence and secret disohedience, 
will become legally liable to denunciation, 
He also prays that this vice be held a bar 
to employment on Imperial Commissions. 
(For Decree see Gazette of 29th January.) 

Inu a Postscript Memorial, Liu En-p‘u 
urges the application of the same rule to 
officials of the Hanlin, the Su,-ervisorate 
vf Iustruction, the Oltics of Scrutiny, and 
He further requests that 
concealment of the vicious courses of their 
subordinates may render the Heads of these 
Ottices liable to punishment ; and that no 
opium-smoking official be placed in the 
first rank at the Metropolitan Scrutiny. 

(2) The Supervising Censor Huang Yuan- 
shan requests that officers chosen fur the 
posts of head prefect or head magistrate of 
a province on the recommendation of the 
Governor, and not from among those who 
entered the service by the ‘ proper path,” 
inay, if they prove unworthy, incur extra 
penalties.— Referred to the Board. 

(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
at Nanking reports the 
despatch of 400 pieces, plain and flowered 
silk aud satin, aud 400 pieces plain spun 
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silk for Palace use. This is a portion 
of an order transferred from Ssii-ch‘uan 
to the Three Manufactories. 


March Ist (K.S. 1x, 1, 22.)—(1) A Decree 
in reply to a Memorial from the Censorate 
to the following effect :—Ko Ching, Super- 
vising Censor of the Board of Civil Office, 
is old and set on gain, his pure principles 
have changed : Chou Shéng-shu, Super- 
vising Censor of the Board of Revenue, is 
sunk in the vice (of opium-smoking), which 
excites much criticism : Ying-chiin, Censor 
of the Chékianyg Circuit, is on intimate 
terms with the clerks of the Treasury and 
notably disyraces his office: Liu Chih- 
p‘ing, Censor of the Fukien Circuit, is of 
feeble constitution and his malady is in- 
curable : I-li-pu, Censor of Fukien Circuit, . 
when a Police Censor, accepted illeyal fees, 
and his reputation of late years is bad : Hati 
K‘o-kang, Censor of the Kuangtung Cir- 
cuit, is most intimate with bad characters, 
The above six ollicers are all compelled to 
retire. 

(2) Ying-lin will act as Captain-General 
of the Plain White Banner division of the 
Guards. 

(3) Hsien-ling (AY #4) is appointed a 
Deputy Assistant Chamberlain, 

(4) Memorial from Pao-yiin, Supervisor 
General of the Civil Office, and his subor- 
dinates. The Grand Council transmitted 
to the Board a Memorial from the Censor 
of the Hukuang Circuit, Shao Chi-chéng, 
to the following effect:—The ruin of the 
administration of late years is due to the 
corruption of the lower officials, and their 
corruption ig due to the protection of the 
High Provincial Officers. Jén ‘I'ao-jung’s 
request that the cashiered Kianysi ex- 
pectant prefect P‘an Chiiu-ch‘iin be re- 
instated, is astounding to see or to hear of, 
Png Yii-lin found him guilty of gambling, 
and he was dismissed. He is neither a 
Shantung official nor experienced in river 
works. That Jén Tao-jung should promote 
an unworthy disgraced officer of another 
province to a place in his list of recom- 
mendations is a clear proof of corruption 
and unfair influence. If this custom 
once prevail, degenerate officials will only 
have to flatter and fawn on one or two 
High Officers to obtain a sure talisman 
which will get them recommendation in 
another province, if denounced in their 
own. The Censor requested that P‘an 
Chiin-ch‘iin’s recommendation might be 
caucelled, Jén Tao-jung punished, and the 
Provincial Authorities warned against 
reckless recommendation.—An Imperial 
Decree handed Jéu Tao-jung over to the 


26 


[Mar. 1—3. 





Board for adjudication. They find him 
legally liable to be degraded two steps and 
removed to another post. This is a per- 


sonal (Z,) penalty and cannot be com- 


muted. (See Gazette of 29th January.) 

(5) Ch‘ung Ch‘i, Military Governor of 
Moukden, reports that, in view of the 
numerous bad characters to be found at 
the coal-pits in Shéng-ching, he has de- 
tached a military force to patrol the neigh- 
bourhood of Liao-yang and has sent an 
officer to collect a lekin of one or two cash 
per 20 chin of coal according to the market 
price. This collection affords a means of 
watching the criminal class, and does not 
seriously affect the people’s subsistence, 
The Governor proposes to establish similar 
offices at all the coal-fields. When the 
sum collected has reached an appreciable 
amount, it will be shewn in the accounts 
of pay to the field force. According to 
regulation, 20 per cent. will be deducted 
for expenses.—Let the proper Board take 
note. 

March 2ud.—(K.S. 1x, 1, 23.) — (Abstract 
of Memorials). Ting Pao-chén requests 
that no more expectants may be sent to 
Ssit-ch‘uan for another year. 

(1) Postscript Memorial from the Super- 
vising Censor, K’ung Hsien-ch’uo, request- 
ing that the recommendation of certain 
cashiered officers by Lin Chao-yuan may 
eancelled and the Governor himself punish- 
ed. The Censor had heard that Lin 
Chao-yuan is immoderately proud and 
overbearing and openly accepts bribes, and 
that his application to retain officials found 
below the mark by the Viceroy had caused 
much discontent : but iu the absence of clear 
proof, he forbore to denounce him. His 
present application, however, evinces glar- 
Ing audacity and a confused sense of right 
and wrong. How comes it that those 
whom all others describe as unworthy 
officials, are reckoned excellent ofticers by 
the Governor? If such a practice once 
begins, all greedy, corrupt, wnworthy 
fellows will henceforth look on Kueichou 
as a refuge and hiding-place. Severe 
punishinent must be inflicted, if the law is 
to be upheld and the public service to 
continue reepected. (See Gazette of 20th 
February.) 

(2) K‘ung Hsien-ch‘uo, in another Post- 
script, denounces the malpractices of (1) 


irregular promotion GABE aud (2) the 
selection of the province (49 g ) in which 


an official wishes to serve. The Secretaries 
of the Board of Revenue negatived his 
former proposals negarding the first of 
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these abuses, because their private interests 
would have suffered. But it is scarcely 
possible to enumerate all the abuses en- 
tailed by permitting a man to select the 
province that suits his private ends. More- 
ever it is quite improper to try to foist 
this temporary expedient into the law of 
the Empire. The purchase of irregular 
promotion was, perhaps, originally allow- 
able on the ground that the sale of office 
should be stimulated. But now that the 
urchase system is abolished, the poussibi- 
ity of a petty official becoming a regular 
officer on payment of a hundred taels or 
more, and of a magistrate purchasing the 
rank of prefect or taotai for a few hundred 
taels, gives rise to inordinate ambition and 
intriguing. Tho two abuses are intimate y 
connected, for, in the worst cases, a petty 
official first buys promotion and then the 
right of selecting a province. Further the 
Censor urges that, in cases of ‘ respectful 
withdrawal,’-the Board should decide the 
province of the displaced officer by lot, 
instead of permitting him to make the 
selection himself. (See Gazette of 31st 
January.) 

(3) Ting Pao-chén reports the death of 
Chu Yu-jan, Literary Chancellor of Ssii- 
ch‘uan, on 19th January, 1882. The 
Viceroy, as usual, eulogizes the vigour 
and diligence of the deceased officer. 

(4) Jén Tao-jung reports that the total 
number of persons relieved in the inun- 
dated districts of Shantung up to the end 
of K.S. vim, was over 460,000, Including 
wages paid for labour on relief works and 
the aid afforded to the fluoded districts of 
Anhwui, Tis. 179,000 odd were expended, 
and 21,000 piculs of rice and over 18,000 ; 
cotton garments were issued. The Governor 
and his subordinates subscribed Tls. 48, 900 ; 
and the gentry and merchants contributed 
Tis. 45,000. ‘There isa balance in hand of 
Tls. 62,000, which it is proposed to apply 
to the further assistance of the people in 
spring. A list of the chief subscribers is 
appended.—Referred to the Board of Re- 
venue. 

March 8rd.—(K.S., 1x, 1, 24.}-(1) A 
Decree bestowing the title of Director of a 
Court of the third rank on P‘an Tséng- 
shou, formerly Reader of the Grand Secre- 
tariat. This officer, whose death is report- 
ed, is the father of P‘an Tsu-ying, Minister 
of the Grand Council and President of the 
Board of Punishment. The Treasury of 
the Privy Purse is ordered to issue Tls. 
2,000 for the funeral expenses. 

(2) The following appointments and 


. transfers (consequent on the retirement of 


P‘an ‘I'su-yin in mourning), are gazetted : 


Mar. 3—6.] 
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. Chang Chih-wan succeeds to the post of 
. President of the Board of Punishments ; 
. P‘éng Yii-lin becomes President of the 
. Board of War; Yen Ching-ming will 
- undertake his duty till his arrival in 
| Peking, in addition to his own ; and, as 
, Yen Ching-ming is at present absent on an 
, Official mis-ion, Chang Chih-wan will mean- 
_ while hold the acting appointment. 
: (3) A Decree ordering Chang Shu-shéng 
_ to retain 30,000 piculs of the grain tribute 
, for distribution among the districts of 
. Chihli that have suffered from earthquake 
, or inundation. Relief works are also to 
- be begun; and the waste allowance and 
. the sums due to Chihli for the hire of 
; vessels to convey the rice to T‘ungchow 
, are to be devoted to the support of the 
, suffering people. Tho grain tax and land- 
. tax have been already remitted ; but, no 
. wheat having yet been sown, further 
; Maeasures are necessary. Honest effort to 
. give the distressed people real aid is 
| urged on those concerned. 

. _ (4) Heit Tung succeeds P‘an Tsu-yin as 
; Director General of the State Historio- 
" grapher’s Office. , 


, (5) T’ao Mu (Fa BD is appointed Tao- 
* tai at Lanchou Fu in Kansuh, 

(6) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
* reports a case of disputed succession to a 

title. Both claimants are found to be but 

« distant relatives, so that the title should be 
t allowed to lapse. The one claimant, who 
# succeeded by falsely declaring himself the 
i son of the deceased noble, is banished for 
‘ life to the near frontier. The other com- 
; petitor, who represented himself as a near 
i relative, is sentenced to eighty blows. 
' Other persons who shared in the fraud are 
" also punished.—Referred to the Board of 
* Punishments, 
* March 4th (K §S, rx, 1, 25.)—Lin Chao- 
| yuan reports the despatch of sandalwood, 
 einnabar, hartall, tea of various qualities 
‘ to Peking. These articles form the tribute 
of local products due to His Majesty from 
“ Kueichow. A list is appended. 

March 5th.—(K.S. 1x, 1, 26 )—(1} Chi- 


; liang G4 R) is appointed Prefect of 
; Ning-hsia Fu in Kansuh. 
» (2) Chang Chih-wan is appointed Im- 
* perial Commissioner for the trial of the 
; Yiinnan accounts case, along with Lin-shu, 
») (This appointment is made in consequence 
: Pfan Tsu-yin’s retirement in mourning.) 
; (3) Li Hung-chang forwards a petition 
from certain of the gentry of Tientsin, 
; praying that a special temple may be 
¢ erected in that city to the late River Tao- 
: t'ai, Wu Yii-lan. The petitioners repre- 
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sent that the deceased. officer devoted him- 
self unsparinyly to the advancement of the 
people’s prosperity, and, more especially, 
to the improvement of the river-works. 
His death was caused by the reopening 
of old wounds received in battle, and, 
even on his death-bed, kis whole mind 
was set on the public service. The 
Memorialist describes Wu Yii-lan as 
honest, frugal, true, and earnest in the 
perfurmancy of his duties. His unwearying 
efforts on behalf of the people and his love 
for them do indeed entitle him to their 
everlasting gratitude. The Memorialist 
would suggest that he share the special 
temple erected at ‘Tientsin to Tséug Kuo- 
fan, and that the officials should sacrifice 
to him every spring and autumn.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

March 6th (K.S. rx, 1, 27.) -(1) Memo- 

rial from Yen-mao, Sub-Directur of the 
Court of State Ceremonial. The conduct 
of the lower officials is intimately connected 
with the eharacter of the hixh officers, 
metropolitan and provincial. If the high 
officers set tlie example, their subordinates 
will be pure ; but, if they are indolent and 
base, all the lesser officials will feel no 
shame in imitating them, and the en- 
sourssement of talent will become impos- 
sible, . 
His Majesty, in a late Decree, most 
earnestly and particularly warned His 
servants against following inveterate prac- 
tices, aud urged on them the reform of 
the official body. The Moemorialist is of 
opinion that, in the bestowal of rewards on 
the good and the infliction. of punishment 
on the bad, the great prerogative of the 
Court, it is essential to begin with the 
High Officers. 

The President of the Board of War, 
Ohih-ho, is a man of mediocre ability, of 
a weak constitution, and constantly ailing. - 
Moreover, he has been repeatedly denounced 
and remains in office only on sufferance. 
How earnestly then should be. strive to 
cleanse himself of his former failings and 
to set a good example to his inferiors ? 
But he never attends at his Ottice more 
than once or twice a month, and some 
times for «a whole month he does not 
visit it. His chair is carried up to. the 
door of his office, instead of, as the regula- 
tions require, being set down under the 
eaves of the public hall. He addresses his 
subordinates in the Imperial Household in 
a jocular way, likeacommon fellow. When 
a secretary comes to report public business 
to him in his waiting-room in the Palace, 
he listens to him lying down, and befure 
the business is done, is sunk in deep slum- 


ber! The above facts have been heard or 
seen by all his subordinates. Further, 
one Chéng Liu, the adopted son of a 
servant of the Assistant Secretary, Wén-yii, 
is well known to have the management of 
all the bribery and patronaye of the House- 
hold, Chih-ho, when Superintendent of 
Customs, made him inspector of goods at 
the Hata Mén, and gave him the duties of 
a deputy, to the great scandal of the other 
deputies, Though Chéug Liu keeps a 
woodyard, Chih-ho got him the contract 
to replace the copper chains and the caskets 
stolen from the Palace. It was Chih-ho 
alone who made this tradesman an oficial 
servant, a deputy, and a contractor. His 
relations with traders are thus far more 
intimate than those of Ch‘ung-hsiin, the 
cashiered Vice-President of the Censorate* 
Again, the gate of the Court of the Im- 
perial Household was, at the end of the 
eleventh moon, thronged like a market 
with people carrying bribes and gifts, so 
the passers-by sneered as they glanced at 
it. The Memorialist requests that Chih-ho 
may be dismissed, or else that upright 
Ministers may be appointed to impartially 
investigate his conduct. (See Gazette of 
February 16th). 

(2) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
represents that his health is not improved. 
His nights are rendered sleepless by 
coughing, and his brain remains dulled 
till after mid-day. He would ask to 
be relieved of his duties, were it not 
that Ch‘ung-ch‘i has informed him that he 
ha8 been denounced, and he must await 
the investigation of the charge. He there- 
fore, prays for an extension of leave.—A 
Rescript grants him two months further 
congé. 

(3) The Military Lieutenant Governor of 
Ch‘ahar reports that Hung Ju-k‘uei, ex- 
Salt Comptroller of the Liang Huai (who 
was banished for his share in the San Pai 
Lou murder case) has subscribed Tls. 2,000 
towards the allowance of the soldiers at the 
post-stations and the hire of beasts of 
burden. It is requested that His Majesty 
will deign to accept the cuntribution and 
reward the donor. Two precedents are 
cited for a similar course.—A Rescript 
authorizes Hung Ju-k‘uei’s release.—[ Note. 
Hung Ju-k‘uei was sentenced to service 
on the post roads by a Decree of 16th April, 
1882, and ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang reported, on 
24th August, that he had been sent to 
Peking to be despatched to his destination.] 

March 7th (K.S. 1x, 1, 28.)—(1) Chou 
Té-jun is appointed Sub-Chancellor of the 
Grand Secretariat, with the title of Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites. 
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(2) Huai-t‘a-pu is appointed Junior 
Vice-President of the Censorate. 

(3) The Board of Civil Office report that 
Pao-t‘ing’s case comes under the law 
against disobedience to the Ordinances oi 
the State. The heaviest penalty that can 


be inflicted is the personal (Fe) punish- 
ment ordained by this law, via , dismissal 
from the public service. They recom- 
mend, therefore, that Pao-t‘ing be dismis- 
sed. (See Gazette of 19th February.) 

(4) ‘The Governor of Anhwui reports the 
result of the investigation that he was 
ordered to make as to the truth of the 
report that '[s‘ui Tsun-yi, Grain Comp- 
troller, Yiinnan, died an his way home last 
October. The facts ascertained are as fol- 
lows :—On 20th November, 1882, a vessel 
carrying the family and the coffin’ of an 
official entered the port of Wuhu. The 
magistrates, having ascertained that Ts‘ui 
Tsun-yi was the deceased officer, re- 
ported the circumstance to the Go- 
vernor. On questioning Ts‘ui Tsun-yi’s 
relatives, it was found that the month’s 
delay in reporting the decease was ex- 
plained by the fact that his son was of 
teuder years and his servants were igno- 
rant of public affairs. As soon as his brother 
arrived, the report was presented. Ts‘ui 
Tsun-yi’s child being seriously ill, his 
brother could not wait for the Tan-t‘u 
Magistrate’s reply. The coffin was depo- 
sited in a temple outside the city of Wuhu 
till it could be conveyed to T‘ai-p‘ing in 
spring. The relatives and neighbours of 
the deceased gave bonds guaranteeing the 
truth of their assertions, which the Governor 
now forwards to the Board. 

(5) The Governor of Hunan applies for | 
leave for Liu Ch‘ang-yu, Viceroy of the 
Yiin-kuei provinces. The Viceroy has 
written to him explaining that, though | 
otherwise recovered, he is still unable to 
walk without assistance. He also caugh: 
a chill at Ch‘en Chou in Hunan. Hy 
does not dare to delay his journey north- 
wards, but fears he may be late in reaching 
Peking. Lest he should be accused oi, 
loitering and making excuses for shirking | 
his duty, he asks the Governor to represent : 
the above facts to His Majesty.—A Rescrip: , 
grants Liu Ch‘ang-yu two months’ leave. 

March 8th (K.S. 1x, 1, 29).—(1) No. 


lung-a (Ae) is appointed Police; 
Censor of the Eastern Division of Peking. | 

(2) A Decree. Let Chou Ho act as! 
Chinese Inspecting Censor of the Hukuang 
Circuit. Se el 

(3) A Decree ordering Chih-ho, Presi. | 
dent of the Board of War, to vacate hi: 


Sa tyra acti tae at tac 
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. post on the ground of his age and many 


infirmities. Kuang-shou and Chang Chih- 


- Wan report that soine of the charges against 


‘ adopted son uf the servant Chang Fu. 


him have some foundation in fact. Since 
last August, he has had repeatedly to 
apply fur sick-leave, and has accordingly 
been unable to attend regularly al the 
Board, and his malady has prevented him 
from descending from his chair at the place 
prescribed by rule. Chéng Té-k‘uan, alias 
Chéng-lin, did attend to a woodyard opened 
by his maternal uncle, Chang Jui-hsing. 
There is no proof, however, that he is the 
He 


> was appointed deputy at the Hata Mén 


Sapte FEE 9 BM, i 


Collectorate by Chih-ho. Chéug Té-k‘uan 
is dismissed from the public service in 
which he, a tradesman, improperly bought 
hhimself an ottice. 


(4) Yeh Yii-t‘ung (BE ita) ig ap- 


pointed Taotai of the An Su Circuit in 
Kansu. 

(5) A Decree ordering the Heads of the 
Board of Works and the Ministers of the 
Iinperial Household to investigate the truth 
of the rumour, reported by the Cen:sor 
‘I'sény-ho, that, in the caskets replaced on 
the buildings within the Forbidden City, 
instead of gold and silver, have been 
substituted copper and tin, and that the 
characters on the tablets, which ought to 
be of copper-gilt, are made of wuod covered 
with gold-leaf. 

(6) A Decree ordering the Supervising 
Censor Chang Kuan-chun to resign his 
duties and await trial. 

(7) A Decree grauting Li Hung-chang 
two months’ leave to return home and 
attend to the burial of his mother. He 
will resume his acting post as soon as his 
leave expires. Chang Shu-shéng will act 
as Superintendent of Trade for the Nor- 
thern Ports, 

(8) Li Hung-chang and Chang Shu-shéug, 
in a Joint Memorial, request rewards for 
the officers to whose exertions was chiefly 
due the capture of more than 40 members 
of a noted gang of pirates, who infested 
the coast near Tientsin. In the autumn 
of 1882, Li Hung-chang sent a force to 
cooperate with the local troops; and, 
in May 1883, several of their number 
having been captured, the ring-leaders 
fled to Kiangsu, Shantung, and Féng- 
t‘ien, whither forces were detached in 
pursuit. Attacked by sea and land, many 
of the pirates were captured. ‘The foreign 
police belonging to the Settlement at 
Shanghai gave eager aid and some were 
wounded by the pirates. The pursuit being 
yery hot in the three provinces aboye 
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named, some of the ringleaders even dared 
to go to Peking, where their presence was 
ascertained and they were captured at the 
end of 1882, The Taotai at Tientsin re- 
ports that they confessed to many acts of 
piracy, robbery, murder, and abduction of 
women. The ringleaders have all been 
summarily executed, and the suppression 
of the band is almost complete. ‘The 
owners of tlre stolen goods have been called 
on to appear and claim them. The muskets 
and other weapons have been deposited in 
the Armoury. A foreign policeman whe 
was wounded will be rewarded. The list 
of officers who distinguished themselves 
follows. 

March 9th.—(K.S., rx, 1, 1.) No docw- 
ments of importance. 

March 10th.—(K.S., 1x, 1, 2.)—(Abs 
stract of Memorials.) ‘Iso Tsung-t‘ang 
reports his recovery and resumption of his 
duties.—Rescript : Noted. ; 

(1) Poyennomohu and Yen Ching-ming 
forward their report on the Tung Ling 
barracks case. The officers and soldiers 
unanimously assert that Ching-jui directed 
the contractor to advance their allowances ;- 
and that, when the Lieutenant Haii Jui- 
hsing failed to pay over Tls. 28,619 of the 
first instalment due, Ching-jni took no 
steps to enforce payment, but, on the plea 
that Hsii Yung-hsing had already been 
banished, directed the contractor to arrange 
the matter. The Memorialists find that 
the mutiny of the soldiers was due to the 
work being scamped, which again was 
caused by the insufficiency of the funds 
issued ; and this was the fault of Ching- 
jui, who let the late Lieutenant embezzle 
enormous sums, and ordered the ofticers 
to get their allowances advanced by the 
contractor, They request that Ching-jui 
be called on to reply to these charges, and 
await His Majesty’s sentence on him for 
his unconstitutional acts. The inquiry 
into the outbreak of the soldiery is being 
conducted, strictly and impartially, day 
and night. (See Gazette of 17th February.) 

March 11th.—K.S. 1x, 1, 3.)—(Abstract 
of Memorials.) Li Hung-chang forwards 
the request of Fang Ta-shih, ex-Treasurer 
of Shansi, for leave to return home to. 
repair his family burial place, and attend 
to his health.—Rescript: Be it as is 
requested ; Let the Board take note. 

(1) The following appointments and 
transfers are gazetted :—Jui-lien, to be 
President of the Board of War; Lin-shu 
to succeed him as President of the Board 
of Works; O-lé-ho-pu, to succeed him as 
President of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency; En-fu, Deputy Lieut.-General, 
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Plain Blue Chinese Banner, to succeed 
him as Military Lieutenant Governor of 
Jehole; Wue-ta-hsi-ch’tirg-a to be De- 
puty Lieut.-General of the Plain White 
Mongol Banner ; Fu-k’um to succeed Eu- 
fu as Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, in charge of the Coinage 
Department ; Kuei-heng te succeed him 
as Junior Vice President of the Board of 
Punishments ; Sung-shéu, Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat, to succeed him 
as Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites. 

(2) Jui Lien is appointed Director- 
General of the Imperial Printing Ottice 


(TAR BS). 

va Chiung Kuang is eontinued in his 
post of Superintendent of the Oanton 
Customs. 

(4) A Decree referring to the Board of 
Civil Office the proposal of the Censorate 
to reform the regulations for the recom- 
mendation and advancement of Manchu 
Censors. 

(5) Pan Wei reports having received the 
insignia of office from Li Wén-min on the 
9th January ; and Li Wén-min reports 
starting for Peking on 16th January, 1633. 

(6) Ni Wén-wet reports that, on 7th 
December, 1882, he received a communica- 
tion, from the King of Aunam requesting 
leave to forward his tribute mission by sea 
to Canton, and thence by steamer to 
Tientsin. The King pleaded the length 
and difficulties of the land journey, and 
instanced Sulu, Liu-ch‘iu, and Siam as 
tributary states allowed to send tribute by 
sea. The Governor consulted the Viceroy, 
who agreed with him that the old rules 
should not be lightly altered. Moreover, 
in 1870, the request of the King of Siam 
to be allowed to send tribute by sea was 
refused. He has, accordingly, replied to 
the King of Annam directing him to obey 
the existing regulations. Oopies of the 
King’s letter and his reply have been 
forwarded to the Grand Council.—Re- 
script: Noted. 

March 12th (K.S. 1x, 1, 4.)—(Abstract 
of Memorials.) T‘an Chung-lin announces 
the retirement in mourning for his step- 
mother of Is‘ao Ping-ché, Taotai of Lan- 
chou Fu. 

(1) Memorial from Chang Chih-tung. 
Twenty years ago robbery was rare in 
Shansi on account of the timidity and 
weakness of the people. The province was 
densely populated, and the strict customs 
of the villages did not permit any vagabonds 
or bad characters to settle in them. After 
the disbanding of the irregular troops, 
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which formed the ¥ellow River Guard in 
the reign ‘I‘ung Chih, roving ‘‘ braves” 
were to be found in Shansi. The seven 
independent sub-prefectures beyond the 
passes, from their extent and the absence 
of cultivation, have always afforded refuge 
to fugitive criminals. The operations for 
the reconquest of the New Dominion made 
Kuei-hua and Sui-yuan central depots and 
military posts. ‘The bad characters flocked 
thither, audthere were mounted brigands in 
Shansi. ‘The famine of 1877-8 reduced the 
population, rendered the country desolate, 
and relaxed the customs of the villages. 
Gradually the concealment of robbers be- 
came common, and the people began to 
join with criminals from’ other provinces 
in schemes of robbery. Of late years their 
audacity has increased. In 1879, there 
were, in the whole province, 49 robbery 
cases ; in 1880, the number was 29; in 
3881, it rose to 57 ; and, up to the end o! 
1882, there were 29 cases, some of startliny 
boldness and violence. It is proved by the 
confessions of the criminals and the in- 
quiries of the government agents that most 
of the robbers belong to the borders of 
Shantuny, Honan, and Chihli, and m:ke 
their way into Shansi im the diszuise of 
kucksters. The military forces of Shansi 
are weak and the people timid ; and the 
bad characters from the above provinces 
invite their comrades to follow them. Fhe 
Memeorialist has repeatedly given orders 
for the strict patrol of the North and 
South roads; but the soldiers are sufti- 
cient only to guard the cities and import- 
ant points. The Governor has, therefore, 
introduced the tithing-system, and pro- 
poses to ask for rewards for the headmen 


- who shall distinguish themselves in the 


maintenance of urder. 

Former Governors, on account of the 
prevalence of brigandage, have requested 
the continuance of the summary execution 
regulations. The Board of Punishments 
now proposes that, except in the case of 
local brigands, mounted robbers, robber 
bands, and roving braves, or in cases 
resembling actual sedition, the old regulta- 
tions shall be reverted tv within @ year’s 
time, The Memorialist points out that 
the bad characters he has described above 
and the receivers of stolen goods do not 
come within these exceptions, though they 
do more damage and are harder to capture 
than the local brigands, etc. He propeses, 
therefore, that robberies by armed men, or 
by more than three persons, the third 
robbery by a band, robbery by a band in 
which the owner of the goods is wounded, 
resistance to and wounding of captors, 


if 


ceo fo TS 


. frem the capital. 
, identical in spirit with the recommendation 
, of the Board, aud will strengthen the hands 
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large robberies within a city, act- 
ing as spy for robbers, or receiving 
stolen goods, on two separate occasions 
shall render the perpetrators liable to 


. summary execution after the case has been 
. investigated by the proper intendant or 


prefect, or by an official of that rank sent 
These proposais are 


of the local authorities, without neglecting 


’ the importance of life, or incurring the 


risk of reckless slaughter.—lKeferred to 


; the Board. 


March 13th (K.S. 1x, 11, 5).—(1) During 
the past month several Governors have, 
from time to time, submitted for rewards 


. the names of licentiates above the age of 
, 80 and 90, who, at the provincial examina- 


. tions last year, failed for the third time 


* ti. 


to obtain adegree. The list is as follows :— 
Above 80, Above 90, 
Shantung ..........seeceees 8 5 
Shansi ...... 
Shénsi ... 
Hunan ... 
Fukien ........ 
Kiangsi ...... ce0esZD vesere 6 
Kueichou .....scccccssseeee O ecoeee 1 


Their cases have all been referred to the 





' Board of Ceremonies. 


(2) Postscript Memorial from Pien Pao- 
The law ordains that licentiates by 


| purchase above the age of 80, who obtained 


* their degree thirty years previously and 
_ have attended a provincial examination, 


' shall be eligible for such rewards as are 


bestowed on aged licentiates. 
“ many licentiates of the age of 50 or 60 give 
. in the certificates belonging to relatives of 


aes * 


In Hunan 


80 or 90 in the hope of suatching a share 


' of His Majesty’s bounty. Moreover, the 


» cousins may all use it. 


certificates of military licentiates by pur- 
chase do not specify that the degree is a 


* military one. Accordingly licentiates, civil 


and military, compete without danger of 
detection. And, if there is a licentiate’s 
degree ina family, brothers, sons, nephews, 
The Governor at 


“the late military examination removed 


: Many candidates whose appearance did 
* not agree with the description in their 


certificates ; but definite rules are neces- 


‘ sary, if the practice is to be suppressed. 


/ He, therefore, proposes that, in obedience 


‘ to a Decreé of Chia Ch‘ing, aged licentiates 
‘ by purchase and military licentiates by 


purchase be guaranteed by the local officer 
of education after examination of a surety- 


“ bond signed by five or six salaried licentiates. 


' —Rescript : Let the proper Board consider 


* and report. 
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(3) Li Ho-men reports that, in obedience 
to a secret Decree, he has sent the magis- 
trate of Chén-p‘ing Hsien to the Board of 
Punishments. The evidence elicited by 
the Board does not agree with the report 
made by the magistrate. [Note.—The case 
referred to is that of Hu T‘i-an. See 
Gazettes of 3rd Sept., 1881, 9th March, 
25th October, 29th December, 1882. ] 


March 14th (K.S. rx, u, 6.)—(1) A 
Decree commanding the Lieutenant Gen- 
erals of the Hight Banners to lay down 
strict regulations for the reform of the 
abuses asserted by Yiny-hsi, Director of 
the Court of Revision, to exist in connec- 
tion with the Banner Forces, 


(2) Kuo Chiin (at) is appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Plain 
Blue Chinese Banner. 

(3) Memorial from Liu En-p‘u, Inspect- 
ing Censor of the Honan Circuit. Some 
years ago the Memorialist heard of Chang 
Kuan-chuu’s pretentious conduct and in- 
tended to denounce him; but his retire- 
ment in mourning prevented him from 
carrying out his purpose. Ou returning 
to his duties last year, he heard that the 
granary thief, Chang Liu, had engaged Chang 
Kuan-chun to try to save him from punish- 
ment. Ohang Kuan-chun knowing that 
by his advocacy of a criminal he would 
incur rebuke, sought out a dull, blundering 
fool, Sung Pu, to memorialise instead of 
him. He hoped to gain the Imperial assent 
by this trickery, and also to have a share 
in the plunder ; but Sung Pu was punished, 
and Chang Liu did not hand over the money. 
Sung-pu kept pressing Chang Kuan-chun 
for the promised fee, till fearing public 
talk he managed to give him Tls. 600, and 
the affair ended. 

Chiin-eh ‘i, the Comptroller of the House- 
hold, is not upright in his conduct, and 
sullies his name and position as a scholar. 
But, on account of the low, foul, and 
secret nature of his misdeeds, the Memo- 
rialist did not venture to openly denounce 
them. How dare Chang Kuan-chun, a 
man denounced by public opinion, rebuke 
his faults? Nevertheless he tried to force 
Chiin chi to lend him Tls. 10,000, and, 
fearing lest, if he offended a Censor, he 
should be denounced, Chiin-ch’i sent him 
Ts. 1,000 as a sop for his rapacity. 

Chang Kuan-chun’s other misdeeds are 
notorious, and only the fear of making an 
unsupported charge involving a high officer, 
kept the Memorialist silent till now, when 
supported by public opinion, he faces the 
enmity of the accused and lays the facts of 
the case before His Majesty. He requests 


32 


{Marcu 14—17. 





that Chang Kuan-chun may be sent to his 
native place. The punishment of Chiin 
Ch‘i, he leaves to His Majesty. 

(4) Lin Chao-yuan requests leave tochange 


the name of his son from P‘ei Ci) to 


Shih-tao (tit FA), as he finds that Ye was 


the name of a distant ancestor of his family. 
—Rescript: Let the Board of Civil Office 


take note. 

March 15th (K.S. 1x, u, 7).—(1) A 
Decree. Kuang-shou and his colleagues 
report that Chang Kuan-chun did try to 
borrow Ts. 2,000 from Chiin-ch‘i, unsne- 
cessfully, as the correspondence submitted 
proves. But there is a slightly threatening 
tone in Chang Kuan-chun’s letters, which 
substantiates the charge of intending to 
force Chiin-ch‘i to lend him the money. 
Chiin-ch‘i has built many houses, and is 
recklessly extravagant. Let Chang Kuan- 
chun be dismissed ; Chiin Cn ‘i to vacate the 
post of Comptroller of the Household, and 
be handed over to the Board for the de- 
termination of a penalty. 

(2) K‘ung Hasien-ch‘uo, is appointed 
Police Censor of the Western City. 

(3) Memorial from Chang P‘ei-lun. The 
most excellent measure of late years was 
the abolition of the purchase system. But, 
though four years have elapsed since its 
abolition, the public service has not been 
purified, the administration has not been 
reformed. What is the cause of this 
failure? It is because the allotment of 
officials to provinces remains unchanged, 
the system of recommendation, the regula- 
tions for choosing ofticials and for filling 
acting appointments remain unchanged. 
Yet the thorough investigation of malprac- 
tices, the rejection of unimportant matters 
must begin with the reduction or abolition 
of superfluous official posts. It is a prin- 
ciple of government established by history 
that when officials are few, the people are 
peaceful, but when they are numerous 
government is difficult. Since the pur- 
chase system was largely introduced, the 
poeple of every condition have been dis- 
contented and restless, abuses have been 
rife, classes have been confused, public 
and private life have been disturbed, and, 
though a whole nation has become honor- 
able (i.e. officials), good government has 
not been attained. Now, if there are 
only three or four avaricious or cruel 
officers in a province, a good Governor 
will simply denounce them, and order 
will be restored. When hundreds of dull, 
inefficient, and poverty-stricken officers 
collect in a province, they cannot be em- 
ployed, for they are without talent, uor 


Google 





dismissed, for they have committed no: 
offeuce ; to support them is to waste the. 
salaries provided by government, to leave. 
them alone is to incur their slander and 
hatred. Such a state of matters is sure to‘ 
injure the government. The Memorialis: 
desires to remove these abuses, and ven-: 
tures to submit his views under four heads: - 
(1) The cessation of the despatch of ofticer: 
of the purchase or meritorious classes tc 
be expectants in a province. (2) The 
careful acrutiny and limitation of recom- 
mendations. (3) The abolition or amal-' 
gamation of the numerous classes of ex- 
pectants. (4) The reform of the regula- 
tion by which an acting appointment is’ 
held for one year, and no more than one. 

[The Memorialist disctisses these points 
at some length, but the technicalities 
necessarily employed render his argumeuts ; 
unintelligible without numerous notes.} — } 

The Memorialist concludes by declaring ! 
the excellent purposes by which he is; 
actuated, and denouncing all objectors j 
beforehand as low fellows or crafty clerks. | 
— Referred to the Boards concerned by: 
Decree earlior issued. 

March 16th.—(K.S. rx, m, 8.) (1) A; 
Decree ordering the Imperial College of | 
Inscriptions to prepare a tablet to be re- 
verently suspended in the Palladium Tem- 
ple of I-chéng Hsien in Kiangsu. Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang and Wei Jung-kuang have 
reported the divine aid vouchsafed in 
auswer to prayer when last summer and 
autumn the rise of the River and continu- 
ous rains imperilled the country. Their 
request that a title should be bestowed on 
the Guardian Spirit is referred to the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

March 17th.—_(K.S. 1x, uf, 9.}-—-(Court 
Circular) Prince Po and Yen Ching-ming 
paid their respects to His Majesty on their 
return from the Eastern Mausolea. 

(1) A Decree in reply to the report of 
the Imperiak Commissioners regarding the 
mutiny at the ‘Lung Ling. The soldiers, 
Wang Tien-chang and others, first made 
an anonymous complaint that the work at 
the barracks had been scamped. After- 
wards over 200 soldiers and recruits pre- 
sented a joint petition. The Brigadier, 
Kuei-ang, wrote to the Viceroy of Chihli 
requesting him to sent troops to punish 
them. The soldiers, hearing this, had the 
hardihood to assemble in large numbers, 
surround a public office, and seize arms. 
They also wounded certain officers, and 
carried off money and other articles. A 
strict trial has now been held, and the four 
ringleaders summarily executed. Their 
followers have also been sentenced to 
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various penalties. Kuei-ang by his ill- 
advised request for troops terrified the 
_ soldiers into open mutiny. He is handed 
over to the Buard for the determination 
_ Of a most severe penalty. Several officers, 
_ who proved unworthy of their posts, are 
. banished to the post roads, dismissed, or 
degraded. ‘The Beitze Yii-su and the 
- Duke Jung-yii were responsible for the 
, care of the Tung Ling; yet they did not 
1immediately report the outbreak. The 
’ Court of the Imperial Clan is ordered to 
. determine their punishment. Ching-jui 
‘ originally proposed the building of the 
_ barracks and was charged with the con- 
. duct of the repairs. He did not hon- 
_estly perform his duty, allowed his 
subordinates to borrow: their allowances 
from the contractor, and to misapply the 
_ funds. When ordered to explain his cou- 
- duct, he tried to craftily conceal his faults, 
; and wrongfully and wickedly to deceive. 
’ He is cashiered, and called on to pay half 
, the sums due from the deceased Hsiti 
. Yung-hsing. If he has not paid into the 
. treasury of the Board the amount owed by 
him, within the legal period, he is to be 
. prosecuted as the law requires. But if he 
| fail to pay the full amount, he is to be 
’ most heavily punished. The officers who 
- borrowed of the contractor, are punished, 
‘and the loans will have to be refunded by 
, each of them. Yang Hsi-chén is dismissed. 
- The contractor is deprived of his rank as 
’ Secretary to a Provincial Treasurer and 
_an official of the 5th rank, and required, 
-on pain of most severe punishment, to 
; make good his contract. Ching-jui_ is 
given a month in which to pay the Tis. 
1,000 due for the cost of suspending a 
tablet. The Brigadier at Ma-lan-yii is 
_ ordered to earnestly reform the character 
_ and organization of the soldiery there. 
(2) Wén Haiu KF, is appointed 
' Brigadier at Malanyii, Kuei-ang being 
recalled to Peking. - 
* (3) Fu Sén-pu will act in place of Wén 
’ Hsiu as Junior Police Provost. 
» (4) K‘ung Hsien-ch‘uo is appointed 
' Keeper of the Seal of the Supervisurate of 
: Civil Office. 


' (5) Ming-an (A ¥y, is appointed 
, Captain-General of the Plain White Banner 
| Division of the Guards, and Ying-lin is 
, appointed Captain-General of the Burdered 
. White Bauner Guards. 
s (6) Eu Ch‘uan is appointed Deputy 
Lieut-General uf the Manchu Plain Yellow 
‘ Banner. Ching Hsin succeeds him as 
- Deputy Lieut-General of the Manchu 
| Burdered Blue Banner, and is succeeded 


t 
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by Fén Ch‘é as Deputy Lieut-General of 
the Manchu Plain Red Banner. 

(7) Chin Shun reports that it has now 
been proved that the suicide of Sak‘oh- 
sint‘u, Commandant of two bodies of horse 
at ‘I'otok‘o, was due only to the fact that 
his public accounts were in disorder, and 
that he feared the investigation that had 
been ordered. His property has been con- 
fiscated and will besold.—Rescript : Noted. 

March 18th.—(K.S. rx, uy, 10)—(1) A 
Decree, in answer to a Memorial from Lin- 
shu and Chang Chih-wan on the Yiinnan 
accounts case, dismissing for trial Fu-chih, 
Secretary of Board of Revenue, and Lung 
Chi-tuny, Assistant Secretary. P‘an Ying- 
chang must be sent on to Peking with all 
speed, 

(2) Chalafénga and Ying-lien are ap- 
poiuted Deputy Lieut.-Generals of the 
Manchu and Cliinese forces of the Plain 
Blue Banner, - 

(3) Shih-to, Prince of Li, will superin- 
tend the affairs of the Light-Division of the 
Banner Forces. 

(4) The following appointments are ga- 
zetted :—Hsii Hui-féng to be Tutor of the 
Imperial Accadamy ; Sheng-yii to be Sub- 
Reader of the Hanlin ; Ch‘ang-ta‘ui to be 


Sub-Expositor. Wu Ch‘un-ku (ERSHEER) 


is appointed Supervising Censorof the Board 
of Revenue ; and Jui-lin, and Chuang Yi- 


chén HEF AD are appointed Inapect- 


ing Censors of the Shansi and Kiangnan 
Circuits respectively. 

(5) A Decree appointing the Treasurers 
of Ssii-ch’uan and Hupei to superintend 
the forwarding of the Yiinnan copper to 
Peking. The return to the old route 
necessitates these appointments. If the 
present Treasurers are promoted or trans- 
ferred, their successors will also succeed 
to this duty. 

(6) The Government of Kuangsi reports 
that, on 4th January, a house adjoining 
the Revenue Department of the Treasurer’s 
Office in the Provincial Capital caught fire, 
and that, before the flames, which were 
fanned by a strong wind, could be ex- 
tinguished, four divisions of the building . 
were burnt. ‘The official-documents in the 
department, and the report of the land-tax 
collection, which had been placed there to 
be bound, were all destroyed. The cause 
of the fire is being investigated ; the build- 
ing will. be restored with all speed, and 
the documents replaced. The Treasurer 
requests punishment for his negligence. 
The land-tax report must be deferred for 
half a year beyond the six months already 
granted. 
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March 19th (K.S. rx, 11, 11).—(1) A-k‘o- 
tan is appointed Sub-Chancellor of the 
Grand Secretariat with the titular rank of 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 

(2) Wu Ta-ch‘éng is appointed Director 
of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

(3) The Governor of Ssii-ch‘uan reports 
that at the 1882 provincial examination 
there were 19 licentiates above the age of 
80 who for the third time failed to gain 
the degree of provincial graduate. He re- 
quests that the rewards authorised by law 
may be granted them.—Referred to the 
Board. 

March 20th (K.S. 1x, 11, 12.)—(1) The 
Governor of Hunan reports the result of 
an inquiry into a case of suicide. The 
facts are as follows :—Wu Fa-ch‘éng, a 
native of Ch‘éng-pu Hsien, being accused 
by his uncle, Wu Hua-lan, of crime and 
violence, the magistrate issued a warrant 
to the constables, Hsiao Kao, Yang Yung, 
and Yang Kuang. They accordingly pro- 
ceeded to his house and fixed a day for his 
appearance, extorting 3,600 cash as fees, 
Wu Hua-lan afterwards laid a farther ac- 
cusation against Wu Fa-ch ‘éng of setting fire 
to his house, whereby his grand-daughter 
was burnt to death. Wu Fa-ch‘éug sent 
his son with a counter-charge of malicious 
accusation to the magistracy. The same 
three constables were again sent to sum- 
mon Wu Fa-chéng who asked for delay. 
Hsiao Kao declared this could be granted 
only on payment of 40 tiao. Yang Yung 
Kuang joined in threatening Wu Fa-ch ‘éng. 
The next day after telling his wife that 
death was preferable to being dragged 
before the court and punished, Wu Fa- 
ch‘éng took poison and died in the house 
of his brother, Wu Fa-kuang, to whom he 
told the facts of the case. An action was 
brought by the wife and son of the deceas- 
ed, but the constables by alleging that, Wu 
Fa-ch‘éng having committed suicide from 
fear of punishment, no one was guilty of 
his death, and that an investigation would 
cause much trouble to his relatives, in- 
duced them to petition recalling their 
accusations. The magistrate, finding that 
the charge of arson was unfounded, ordered 
Wu Hua-lan and Wu Fa-kuang to pay 16 
tiao for the funeral expenses and closed the 
case. The deputy sent to investigate several 
charges made against the mayistrate ascer- 
tained the truth in this case also and the 
parties were sent to the Commissioner for 
trial, The Governor has now held a per- 
sonal investigation and elicited the above 
facts. Hsiao Kao is sentenced to death by 
strangling, his accomplices to 100 blows 
and banishment 3,000 l’, and Wu Hua-lan, 
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for his improper conduct in bringiny ani 
unfounded charge, to 80 blows, which, as 
he over 70 years of age, will be commuted 
fora fine. The mavistrate is handed over 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

(2) Chang Shu-shéng requests that Mu 
Hung-liang, a captain of the Commander- 
in-chief’s command at Chany-p'ing Chou, 
may be dismissed. He is accused of allow- 
ing his soldiers to wreck a pawnshop which 
had refused hima loan. Though no clear 
proof has yet been adduced, the fact that 
the shop was injured, goods destroyed, and 
a shopman wounded by his soldiers shews 
that the charge of extortion and inciting 
to crime has some foundation.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

March 21st (K.S. 1x, mu, 13.)—(L) A 
Decree appointing Paimatochi Comman- 
daut in Ulterior Tibet. 


(2) Li Ho-uien details the investigation 
conducted by Mei Ch‘i-chao and himself 
into the identity of the convict Hu T‘i-an. 
The story of his being Wang Wéun-shu 
arose only after he had protested his in- 
nocence on the execution ground. The 
Board Punishments having now reported 
that the police runners state that the real 
Hu T‘i-an was allowed to escape by Liu 
Hsiieh-t‘ai, aud that he is now serviny 
under a different name in Hsin-yeh Hsien, 
the Memorialist has sent two officers thither 
with all speed. As he has not seen the 
Board’s Memorial, he requests that fur- 
ther particulars as to the escape of Hu 
T‘i-an and his personal appearance etc. 
may be sent him at once. He asserts that 
the prisoner himself declared that he was 
Hu Tii-an and that the sentence was in 
accordance with lis confession and the 
other evidence. 


(3) Mei Ch‘i-chao reports that the em- 
bankments along the Yellow River have 
been preserved intact up to the beginning 
of spring. During the eleventh moon the 
dykes were several times iu danger; but 
the exertions of the river guard, and the 
plentiful supply of instruments for break- 
ing the ice-blocks and keeping them off 
the embankments, prevented any catas- 
trophe. The Memorialist will take every 
precaution against the violence of the 
‘‘peach-term” freshets.—Rescript: Noted. 

March 22nd.—(K.S. 1x, m1, 14.)—(1) A 
Deeree permitting Hui-nien, Salt Comp- 
troller, Chékiang, to vacate his post on the 
ground of illness. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Pien Pao- 
ti, Governor of Hunan. 


| 
| 
| 
: 
i 
| 


T‘ang Lien, an ; 
expectant taotai of the third rank, and, ; 
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his son T‘ang Chén-ch‘uan, also an expect- 
ant taotai, were entrusted by the former 
Governor of Shansi, Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan, 
with the management of the Shansi Fa- 
mine Relief Fund in Hunan. The accounts 
have not yet been closed. F‘ang Chén- 
ch‘uan asserted that Li Chi-lin, a taotai 
in charge of a branch oftice, still owed 
Ts, 2,917. But Li Chi-lin claimed to have 
paid in the full amount of the subscriptions 
received by him. As the case turns on 
the question whether the silver should be 
reckoned at the government or at the 
market rate of exchange, the Memorialist 
has written to Shansi to learn the practice 
there. Tang Chén-ch‘uan, however, and 
his father are accused of fraud in not 
reporting subscriptions made and rewards 
asked for. T‘ang Chén-ch‘uan, when suim- 
moned, alleged that the register and papers 
could not be produced, as they were in his 
father’s house in Hupei. The Governor 
asks for the dismissal of both father and 
son from the service that their case may 
be investigated. —Granted by Rescript. 


(3) Yii-lu reports the following subscrip- 
tions for the relief of distress in Auhwui: 
—Li Aunyg-chang, Li Han-chang have con- 
tributed Tis. 5,000 each; Chang Shu-shéng, 
T‘u Tsung-ying, and Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan have 
each given Tis. 2,000; Yii-k‘uan and Ni 
Wen-wei have forwarded 'I'ls. 1,000 each. 
—A Rescript orders the Board to consider 
what marks of approbation are due to these 
otticers, 


March 23rd (K.S. 1x, m, 15)—(L) A 
Decree commanding the High Authorities 
of the Provinces to make search for and 
straightway denounce any of their subordi- 
pates that make excessive use of illegal 
tortures. The Censor, Ho Kuei-fang, as- 
" serts that in every province are otlicers 
who employ every kind of cruelty to wring 
+ confessions from criminals ; and that the 
' private secretaries tamper with the docu- 
ments in murder and robbery cases before 
they are forwarded to the Board. Seeing 
that the Board, in considering the sentences 
in such cases, are dependent on the reports 
submitted, such practices must be prohi- 
hited. The Censor further alleges that 
the private secretaries of the higher pro- 
vincial authorities fill up all secretary- 
ships in the province with their pro‘égés. 
This is contrary to the law, and most 
be sternly forbidden. 

(2) A Decree appointing the Governors 
respectively, of the five provinces of Chihli, 
Shausi, Sheusi, Ssti-ch‘uan, and Kansu, to 
hold the great military inspection which 
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has tu be made perivdically. 
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(3) Ch‘éng-yiin CR AL) is appointed: 
Salt Comptroller in Chékiang. 

(4) Memorial from Tséng Ho, Inspecting 
Censor of the Honan Circuit. The period 
within which each Board should submit its 
report to the Throne on provincial ques- 
tions referred to it is fixed by a law of 1767 
at 40 or 50 days after the copy made by the 
Office of Scrutiny reaches the Board. At 
the present day, this limit is utterly dis- 
regarded, especially in cases of joint de- 
liberation by several Boards. The revisal 
of the River expenditure, for instance, has 
been pending two or three years, though 
only one intendency, one item of revenue, 
is concerned. How long the discussion of a 
general question involving the whole em- 
pire, the whole revenue would require, 
the Censor caunot imagine. The worst 
delays have been made by the Board of 
Civil Office, which seizes every opportunity 
of prolonging correspondence and post- 
poning settlement. As to matters referred 
to a single Board every excuse for delay is 
taken advantage of, and the heads of the 
departments are powerless to check the 
extortion and deceit that are practised. 
The provincial officials declare that every 
clerk in a Board wants a heavy bribe; and 
refusal entails delay or even an unfavour- 
able report of the case. The regulations 
for the presenting of reports are most 
minutely laid down in the rules of the 
Office of Scrutiny, where each point—re- 
ference, correction, copying, etc.,—has a 
fixed period allotted it; but, as the num- 
ber of references, etc., is not fixed, the 
clerks have been guilty of the above 
abuses. The Censor requests that the 
ancient limit be enforced, only one re- 
ference to each office, and that the date 
for reporting to the Throne be inserted 
in a despatch to another office, that any 
delay may be denounced. He also requests 
that the regulations of the Office of 
Scrutiny as to closing cases may be com- 
municated to the other Boards for obser- 
Any neglect of these rules should 
lead to denunciation by the Supervising 
Censors. — Approved by Decree earlier 
issued. 

(5) In a Postscript Memorial, Tséng Ho 
requests that the Heads of the Board of 
Punishments be ordered to keep a general 
register, in which shall be entered all 
drafts sent to the Copyists’ Department. 
After each case in its order has been 
reported on to the Throne and a Rescript 
received and communicated to the pro- 
vincial authorities, it shall be the duty of 
each department to anno uuce its conclusion, 
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to examine the acknowledgment of the 
despatch sent, and close the record. Thus 
detection of fraud and delay will be rendered 
easy. At present the Copyists’ Depart- 
ment is quite uncontrolled, and prisoners 
die in prison before their sentence is 
decided on. 

(6) In another Postscript Tséng Ho 
denounces the league between the clerks 
of the Otfice of Transmission and those of 
the Grand Secretariat and the Board of 
Civil Office to delay the forwarding of 
reports from the provinces to the Throne, 
in order to serve their own ends by con- 
fusing the date at which an appointment 
is declared vacant and an officer chosen 
from a particular class to fill it. He pro- 
poses to fix a limit within which the 
Grand Secretariat must have such docu- 
ments translated into Manchu, copied, and 
submitted to His Majesty. The Commis- 
sioner of the Office of Transmission also 
should have reports forwarded at once to 
the Grand Secretariat. 

(7) Chin-shun reports a case of homicide, 
in which one bannerman shot another in 
consequence of a quarrel about money. 
The criminal expresses his contrition for 
an act of momentary fury.—A Rescript re- 
fers the case to the Board of Punishments. 

March 24th (K.S. 1x, u, 16.)—(Court 
Circular). Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Chief Examiner, 
Chékiang, paid his respects on his return 
to Peking. In reply to a Memorial from 
the Board of Rites, 3lst March is fixed as 
the date for the test examination of pro- 
vinsial graduates intending to compete at 
the Metropolitan Examination. 

(1) A Decree, in answer to a Memorial 
from Ch‘ung-chi, who complains that the 
witnesses in the case of the charge of 
murder against the noble Tuntukuei have, 
in spite of repeated urginy, not been sent 
to Moukdon by the bannermen of the 
Prince Tarh Khan. The Mongolian Super- 
intendency is ordered to ascertain the rank 
and names of the officers responsible and 
to decide on the penalty incurred by them. 
The accused and the witnesses are to be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
at Moukden for trial. The Mongolian 
Superintendency will also fix a period 
within -which the parties in the cases of 
Chany Hung-t‘ai, etc., shall be forwarded 
by the Captains General of Leagues, the 
Chieftains, or Banners of Princes, many 
of whom, it is alleged, refuse to obey the 
order to deliver up criminals to the au- 
thorities. 

(2) Yii-lu requests permission to submit 
the names of contributors to the relief of 
distress in Auhwui fur special marks of 
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approbation. The total amount received 
from other provinces is Tls, 216,500, 8,000 
piculs of rice, and 31,900 wadded garments. 
Besides the contributions of Li Hung-chang 
and other high officials, subscriptions have 
been eagerly and joyfully tendered by 
officials and gentry. ‘Ihe exertions of Chou 
Chin-chang and his colleagues from Chihli, 
and of the gentry and officials of Anhwui, 
in the distribution of relief also deserve 
special recoynition.—A Rescription orders 
the Board to consider the rewards due to 
subscribers, and authorises the recommen- 
dation of those that shall specially exert 
themselves in the distribution of relief. 

(3) The Governor of Hupei requests that 
the gaol warden and acting magistrate oi 
I-tu Hsien may be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
Owing to the negligence of these officers 
and their subordinates, a convict sentenced 
to death escaped while the prisoners in the 
district gaol were being removed to the 
Palladium Temple for safe custody during 
a fire at the prison.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) P‘éng Tsu-hsien requests that hon- 
ours may be bestowed on a widow famous 
for her filial piety and who cut out a part of 
her liver to make broth for her sick mother. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

March 25th.—(K.S. 1x, 1, 17.)-Ab- 
stract of Memorials). The Prince of Kung 
and his colleagues report the promotion of 
Hsieh Yiian-ch‘i, an expectant Assistant 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat, to be a 
Secretary of the Grand Council.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(1) A Decree handing over to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty Fang 
Ta-shih, Treasurer of Shansi, who, beiny 
summoned to Peking to await employment, 
presumed, on reaching Tientsin, to apply 
for leave to return home on the plea oi 
illness. Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu has denounced 
him. Hereafter any officer summoned tw 
Peking who shall, under any pretext, loiter 
on his way thither, and any Viceroy «1 
Governor who shall forward such a request 
as the above, shall be severely punished. 


(2) Shén Jung-ching (ThEREO) is ap- 


pointed a Taotai in Anhwai. 

(3) A Decree, commanding Li Chao-tfane 
to vacate his offices, and appointing Chany 
Méng-yiian Superintendent of the Foo- 
chow Arsenal with the title of Director of 
a Court of the 3rd rank. He vacates his 
post as Judge of Fukien. 

March 26th (KS. 1x, m, 18.)—(Court 
Circular). The Governor of Shun-t’ien re- 
ports a rainfall in the Metropolitan District 
of over two inches (of saturation). 
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(1) Hu Ch‘iao-nien is appointed Senior, 
and Chang Ying-lin, Junior, Assistant Secre- 


: tary of the Supervisorate of Instruction. 


- Yii Chang (EB) is appointed an In- 


* specting Censor on the Kiangnan Circuit, 
- and En Lung Ca i), an Inspecting 


Censor on the Fuhkien Circuit. 
(2) A Decree in answer to the request of 


¢ P‘an Wei that the lekin on grains may be 


Pe Re ae: 


abolished in Kiangsi. Grain is a necessary 
of daily consumption by the people. Kiang- 
si has not yet recovered from the effects 


! of the Rebellion, and the means of the 
' villagers have been straitened by last year’s 


: floods, 


The proposal of the Governor is 


most proper. Let him publish notice of 


» the abolition of grain lekin throughout the 


vee we; 


province and order the Customs authorities 
to make zealous search, so as to prevent 


» the clerks from continuing to levy the tax, 
| or by deceitful practices giving rise to 


~ abuses. 


Further, let the collection of lekin 
ou merchandise be carefully managed, and 
embezzlement and peculation be vigorously 
repressed. 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang. In 


: reply to his request to be allowed to return 


home and bury his mother, the Memoria- 
list was vouchsafed a Decree (of January 
29) in which he reverently recognized the 
completeness of His Majesty’s instruction 


, and admonition and the perfection of his 


, praise and pity, in that, amid His anxious 
. care for the weighty questions of the de- 
, fence of the capital, He could yet find 


room to compassionate the private feelings 


. of His servant. The Memorialist, conscious 


of his own unworthiness of the affection- 


, ate Bounty with which he has so often 
, been blessed, humbly received His will 


. with a tearful gratitude too great for 


werds, and has since the beginning of 
spring quietly awaited His Majesty’s com- 
mandment. He should not dare to im- 
portune His Majesty with the repetition 
of his grief and anxiety ; but time glides 


. by, the ice has melted, and the day for 


J 


; Opening the temporary mound 


is, he 
reckons, little more than a month distant. 


‘ The way from Tientsin to Avhwui is long; 


j 


and, even with the aid of a steamship, 
more than ten days are needed to reach 
his home. Moreover, if all that is required 
for the funeral be not fully prepared be- 


' forehand and carefully taken account of, 
: the worship will be imperfect and the rites 


hurriedly performed—a source of lifelong 
regret to the Memorialist. The Record of 


- Rites says :—‘‘ A dutiful son takes anxious 
. thought when about to worship; not one 


point may he leave unprovided for.” 
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Since in sacrifice deliberate provision is so 
needful, how, then, could the thought of 
undue haste or negligence in laying a par- 
ent’s body in the tomb be borne? Thus 
for more than a month his eager gaze has 
in thought been fixed on the yew-trees, his 
spirit has flown to his home, and from 
morn till eve he has with outstretched neck 
looked for the coming of His Majesty’s 
gracious mandate. Official despatches, too, 
have been numerous, so that, harassed by 
public and private anxiety, his mind is 
confused as by a sense of loss. Now that, 
by the majesty and fortune of His Sacred 
Lord, the coasts are at peace and inter- 
national affairs are not very pressing, he 
ventures to repeat his former request and 
to pray for a few months’ leave. He re- 
quests that Chang Shu-shéng, whose leave 
will shortly expire, may be ordered to 
proceed to Tientsin at once and again act 
as Superintendent of Trade as well as 
Viceroy of Chihli. (A Decree of 8th March 
grants Li Hung-chang two months’ leave.) 
March 27th (K.S. 1x, u, 19.)—(Court 
Circular.) An Imperial Rescript, in reply 
toa Memorial from the Board of Rites, 
fixes the 4th April for the next examina- 
tion in translation (of provincial graduates 
belonging to the Eight Banners who desire 
to compete at the Metropolitan Examina- 
tion.) ; 


(1) Ching-shan ($F 9) and Ch‘én Pao- 
ch‘én are appointed Sub-Chancellors of the 
Grand Secretariat with the brevet rank of 
Vice-President of Board of Rites. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Yi-lu, 
supporting the request of the Provincial 
Commissioners for the dismissal and trial 
of Yii Kuan-ch ‘iin, a secretary of the Grand 
Secretariat residing in his native village in 
Hsiian-chi‘éng Hsien. The officer charged 
with the management of the cultivation 
of waste lands in Anhwui had settled 
the question of ownership of such lands in 
the south and east villages of the above 
district, when in August last the native 
inhabitants of the latter village spread a 
report that a scholar named Hsii Kao was 
scheming to get the reclamation rules sub- 
verted and no rent demanded from the 
immigrant occupiers. This led to a riot in 
the district city, during which Hsii Kao’s 
house was wrecked, anonymous petitions 
presented to the authorities by a crowd 


bearing badges with the characters VAS 


(‘‘ wronged people ”), an anonymous libel, 
styled the Notice of Grievances, posted up, 
and .abusive songs directed against Hsii 
Kao composed. The rioters were dispersed 
and the arrest of the petitioners ordered. 


ox 
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Hsiit Kao’s son having laid a complaint 
ayainst Yii Kuan-ch ‘iin as the instigator of 
the attack on his house, the mavistrate 
personally inspected the damaye done and 
took the evidence of the neighbours. Soon 
after the rioters who had fled were captured, 
and the case was tried by the Pretect of 
An-ch‘ing Fu at the capital, whither the 
parties had been summoned by an ofticer 
sent to make an investiyation, The evid- 
ence indicated that Yii Kuan-ch‘iin had 
tried to get the cultivation rules altered, 
and, though not present at the riot, had 
promoted the presentation of the petitions. 
As he refuses to admit his guilt, his dis- 
missal is requested that he may be brought 
to trial. | 

The Governor comments on the diffi- 
culties in the way of setting the ownership 
of lands abandoned during the Rebellion. 
The immigrants from other provinces are 
ten times as numerous as the remnant of 
the original inhabitants, and cannot be 
dispossessed for their benefit. Besides the 
native inhabitants are too poor to pay rent, 
and the revenue would suffer were their 
claims allowed. Under these circumstances 
a system by which in case of disputed 
ownership the immigrant occupiers paid a 
fixed sum to the descendants of the original 
owners, or to the Government, if there was 
no proof of ownership, was authorised. 
Near relatives of original owners, and 
clans that still had use for common 
laud were allowed to claim proprietorship, 
though they had no detinite proofs, The 
Uncertainty caused by unfounded claims 
having kept the immigrants from avail- 
ing themselves of this system to its full 
extent, a revision of the scheme was 
ordered. Thecharyes of favouritism on the 
part of the authorities and interference by 
Hsu Kao are utterly unfounded. The 
violent proceedings of the people of the 
east village show an evident intention of 
coercing the authorities. As Yii Kuan- 
ch‘iin is indicated as the author of the 
disturbance, he must be brought to trial 
and his conduct investigated. —Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 28th.—(IX.S. 1x, 1, 20.)—(1) A 
Decree appointing P‘ei Yin-sén ZR IE ah 
Judge of Fukien, 

(2) A Decree dismissing from the public 
service Kuei-ang, ex-Brigadier at Malanyii, 
the Boards to which his case was referred 
having recommended his dismissal. 

(3) A Decree, in answer to a Memorial 
from the Board of War recommending the 
disinissal of Chun Chfi, Deputy Lieutenant- 
General of the Bordered Red Banner 
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(Chinese) and formerly Comptroller of tl. 
Household. His sentence is altered + 
devradation three steps and removal i 
another post. 

(4) A Decree. Wén-shuo, Reader «: 
the Grand Secretariat, has memorialise. 
Us requesting that greater weight may b: 
attached to Our words so as to magnil. 
the Constitution. His Memorial contain: 
suvvestions not unworthy of adoption 
When the services of a disgraced ofticia. 
are applied for, or when for his exertion: 
in the public service he is reeommended, 
the cause of his disgrace should be se: 
forth so as to facilitate reference. Henc-- 
forward, whenever such cases occur, tlie 
authorities, metropolitan or provincial, 
must detail in their application the ¢a;-| 
in which the fault was committed ; they! 
must not merely state that ‘this officia., 
was degraded or dismissed for a certai:. 
cause.’ 

(5) A Decree, in reply to a Memoria 
from Wén-shuo requesting the regulatic:. 
of the forms of Memorials. There is n 
fixed pattern to be observed in reports t: 
the Throne ; but when names of places ar- 
introduced, they should not be recklessi: 
abbreviated, and the titles of the reigns . 
sovereigns of this dynasty should sti. 
more be carefully written in full, Weo- 
shuo states that in memorials presented «i 
late years there are many improper abbre- 
viatious. All officers are admonished 1 
show more respect in future. Weén-shu.- 
other proposals are referred to the Censor: 
ate. 

(6) Memorial from the Censorate, pr.- 
posing certain reforms in the selection an. 
promotion of Manchu Censors, The choic 
of officers to be ‘‘ the eyes and ears” v. 
the Emperor is an important question 
Since the founding of the Constitutin. 
there have been many loyal and outspoke 
men. But the Heads of Boards, ete., wh 
should recommend Manchus for this pos: 
are unwilling to send subordinates of in 
telligence and wisdom on whom they rely 
to be, as they consider, shelved in ti: 
Censorate. And a censor remains a cens:: 
after twenty years’ service and after pas: 
ing several Scrutinies, while his juniors 1: 
his old oftice get provincial appointments 
He remains all his life in’ dignitic. 
poverty, langhed at as a mere stop-vap, ¢. 
bemoaning his unsalaried state. Thus th 
Censors, deeming their position of Litt: 
importance and their office of small con- 
sideration, begin by neglecting their dutie- 
and soon break through all the regulations 
One or two, indeed, get themselves in: 
notice by frivolous Memorials ; they miau- 
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age to make up a Memorial, but they are 
usually unacquainted with the important 
questions of government. ‘Those that have 
any self-respect keep silence and cousider 
their duty performed if they walk circum- 
spectly. But it was not for this that the 
Censorate was established. ‘Che Memoria- 
‘lists, after careful consideration, propose 
to have at least 60 or 70 p.c. of the Manchu 
Censors Metropolitan graduates, and the 
rest Government scholars or bitheshi of 
‘special attainments aud learning. Lt is 
the large proportion of metropolitan yra- 
duates among their number that has made 
the Chinese Censors so superior to their 
Manehu colleagues, who are too often idle 
Government scholars or clerks that have 
never worked in an offices. They also 
request that nominees of the Buards, etc., 
may be examined by Imperial Commis- 
-sioners, before their names are recorded 
for appointment to the Censorate. 

The Chinese Censors are elizible for 
provincial prefectures or intendancies ; the 
Manchus are not. The present block in 
promotion renders it impossible to give 
Manchu Censors this advantage ; but it is 
proposed to give them the right to appoint- 

ment to secretaryships in the Supervisorate 

of lnstruction, This appointment has been 
usurped by secretaries of the Boards, though 
the regulations make censors eligible. They 
should also have a prior claim tv Taotai- 
ships at Jehole, Hsuan-hua Fu, and the 
Kuei-sui Circuit of Shansi. 

‘he Memorialists remark that the Im- 
perial clansmen, Manchus, and Mongols, 
being by nature sincere, become especially 
honest by training, and have adorned his- 
tory with men famous for learniny and for 
inilitary skill, But of late years their 
hereditary character has gradually de- 
generated, and it is not the Censorate only 
that deems that men of talent are urgently 
needed in the City and the provinces. 
They are quite aware that there are men 
of boundless genius outside the lists of 
vraduates, and that it is not certain that 
all loyal, outspoken officers strive for emolu- 
ment and fame; but the laws are founded 
originally for men of medium abilities, and 
the most flagrant of the abuses that have 
grown up should be removed. If indeed 
the Five Duties are distinguished by rais- 
ing the system of selection, if loyal re- 
monstrance is encouraged by the bestowal 
of increased bounty and the Court again, 
relying on the principle of ‘‘ hearing men’s 
words and looking at their conduct,” and 
employing its power to advance the pure 
and repress the base, control and encourage 
irs officers, the neglected ordinance of the 
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Six Scrutinies* may be restored and the 
morals of the Eight Banners improved. 
(See Decree in Gazette of March 11th. 


March 29th (K.S. 1x, um, 21.)—(Court 
Circular.) To-day the Court assumes the 
ermine cloak with white cuffs. 


(1) Yeh Yin-fang is appointed Supervising 
Censor of the Board of Rites ; En-lin (Ra 
oy an Inspecting Censor on the Kiang- 


nan Cironit 5 Hsiao Chin-fan Gy SE), 
an Inspecting Censor on the Shantung 
Circuit ; and Huang Chao-ch ‘éng IK 
#) an Inspecting Censor on the Fukien 
Circuit. ; 

(2) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
reminds His Majesty that there should be 
worship at the ‘lemple of Agriculture on 
April 13th.—Rescript : Let ‘I'sai-hatin re-_ 
verently act in Our stead. } 

(3) Ch‘én Shih-chieh reports handing 
over charge to Té-hsing oun February 16th, 
and starting for Shantung on February 19th. 


(4) Ch‘én Shih-chieh reports that the 
population of Chékiang at the close of 
K.S. vir (1882) amounted to 11,588,692. 
The returns from which this calculation is 
inade are founded on the titling lists made 
up at the end of autumn, and personally 
verified by the Prefects.—Rescript : Noted. 
[Note. ‘The population in 1881 was re- 
ported to be 11,571,937, and, iu 1880, 
11,557,767. 

(5) Yii Lu requests the bestowal of a 
button of 3rd rank on a titular sub-Prefect 
of Shé Hsien, named Wang ‘I'‘ing-tso, who 
has subscribed Tis. 5,000 towards the re- 
lief of the flooded districts of Anhwui.— 
Referred to the Board of Civil Office for 
consideration and report. 


as + or the Six Scrutinies, 


The ee A BAG says the duties of the 


Inspecting Censors are :— 

(1) To enquire into the the character of officials, 

(2) To enquire as to the dispersion of the people; the 
concealment of one’s native place, and the loss of bills ; 
the unfairneas of the levy of imposts and goverument 
service. 

(3) To investigate want of diligence in agriculture and 
the cultivation of the mulberry, deficiency or waste in 
granaries and treasuries. 

(4) To detect crafty criminals who pursue no regular 
occupation or evgage in underhand employments to the 
injury of the public. 

(5) To fiud out virtuous, filial, fraternal persons or 
men of rare talent aud extiaordiuary foresight, who, 
though fitted for employment, conceal their abilities 
and hive a secluded life. 

(6) To find out crafty officials and local tyrants who 
unite to indulge in violence, and the poor weak and 
vppressed why canuot obtain justice, 
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(6) Ch‘én Shih-chieh prays that honours 


may be bestowed on two ladies who have 
been widows for forty-one and thirty-seven 
years respectively.—Granted by Rescript. 

March 30th (K.S 1x, u, 22 )—(Abstract 
of Memorials.) Jénu Tao-jung reports having 
resigned his post and asks for leave to 
escort his ailing parent home.—A Rescript 
grants him three months’ leave. 

(1) A Decree admitting the sixty-five 
provincial graduates who at the test 
examination were placed in the first rank, 
the 324 provincial graduates who gained a 
place in the second rank, and the 662 who 
were placed in the third rank, to compete 
at the ensuing Metropolitan examinations. 
Of the candidates who were relegated to 
the fourth rank, four are not allowed to com- 
pete at one, one is not allowed to compete 
at two, and three are not allowed to com- 
pete at three metropolitan examinations. 
Chang Chih-wan and his colleagues are 
called on to explain why to two papers 
placed in the fourth rank no note was 
affixed. 

(2) Ying-hsiin, Director of the Court of 
Revision, lays before His Majesty four 
proposals for the reform of four chief 
abuses in the Banner Organization. He 
premises that the eight Banners were 
established more than two centuries ago, 
and. though at first the system was honest- 
ly followed and abuses kept down, at the 
present day the system has decayed, the 
arrangements are in confusion, and in- 
numerable abuses prevail. He submits 
what he has himself seen and heard under 
four heads : 

1—The entrance of Chinese into the 
banners must be stopped. The registers 
of bannermen drawn up at the end of each 
year are meant to check false entries and 
the undue consumption of rations. At 
the present time half the bannermen are 
Chinese, ignorant of their supposed par- 
entage and of Manchu. This has been 
brought about by the Chinese underlings, 
who make up the register, intreducing 
their sons as the sons or grandsons of 
widows. Afterwards they purchase office 
and enter the examinations, just as if they 
were bannermen. There are some cases of 
Chinese clerks whose sons are soldiers of 
the banners. Unless investigation is made, 
endless abuses will arise. ‘he Memorialist 
proposes to charge the heads of clans with 
the duty of making a monthly report that 
no improper entries into their clan have 
occurred. If the report prove untrue, 
they should be punished, and the persons 
wrongfully entering the banner committed 
to the Board. 
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2—The men in charge of the pay offices 
make large deductions from the amoun: 
issued. They escape detection by keepin: | 
a portion of full weight to give to the Hig!:; 
Officers, if they chance to arrive to inspec: 
the issue of pay. It is proposed that th: 
High Officers should test a portion here 
and there, and that the Captain and Lieu- 
tenants should be made responsible for ali 
unfairness in the issue of pay to their men. 

8—By the old rules sergeants of ban- 
ners must be able to read, and first-clas: 
private must be skilled archers; and aii: 
candidates must be over 16 years of age.| 
At present substitutes are constantly hired. 
and the fraud is connived at by the banner /| 
officers. The Director proposes to exes 
a surety bond from the battalion officers, 
and to question the candidates. Frau, 
will bring punishment on both candidate:, 
and officers. 

4—The grain issued to bannermen is s¢} 
largely adulterated with aand as to be unfi: 
for food ; and the officers, granary lark | 
and rice merchants are all in league tc: 
compel the bannermen to sell rice due t:: 
them before it is issued. It is suggeste<; 
that the battalion officers be ordered ti; 
procure clean rice and issue it to every: 
soldier, and not privately dispose of it. | 
Adulteration will under the underlings a} 
the granaries and the officers who go to the 
granaries liable to denunciation and pun. 
ishment. (See Gazette of March 14th.) 

(3) Ming-an and Yii-liang report the 
opening of two new coal mines in Kirin. | 
There are now 14 such mines worked in! 
the province. The collection of lekin will 
be managed in accordance with the regula. | 
tions suggested some time ago. The work: : 
ing of the new mines has been undertaken | 
by two long-established merchants of sub- ' 
stantial means.—Rescript : Noted. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Tu Jui- 
lien, forwarding a report from T‘ang Chiun:! 
to the following effect :—Copper abound: 
in the mountains of Yiinnan,. and wheu | 
mines are first opened the work is easy: 
enough ; but.when they penetrate far and | 
numbers of shafts are sunk, water collect: 
and vast walls of copper are formed which | 
it is impossible to work, so that, unless 
western (Pq) appliances are used, a rich 
mine becomes a worthless cave. The Trea- 
surer proposes to appropriate Tls. 40,00 
from the Treasury and to send two officers 
to Shanghai and Hongkong. There is als» 
an expectant prefect of substantial means 
and trustworthy, who is able to under- 
stand machinery. He might be deputed 
tv select and hire skilled engineers, and t. 
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‘aid the other officers in the purchase of 
‘machinery for draining and boring. He 
‘will be entrusted with the expenditure of 
‘the money and will be responsible for the 
fitness of the machinery purchased, which 
‘will be distributed among the mining locali- 
ties. Though the immediate expense will be 
-considerable, the Treasurer hopes that the 
output of the mines will be increased at 
-least tenfold. The cost of this improve- 
ment should shewn in the accounts of 
‘prime cost and carriage of copper (for 
-Peking). The Governor supports the ap- 
plication of the Treasurer, who, he thinks, 
is actuated by a desire to improve the 
-copper production. He has communicated 
‘with the Board, and the Superintendents 
-of Trade.—Rescript : Perused. 

' March 3lst.—(K.S. 1x, 11, 23.)—.1) A 
‘Decree in reply to a memorial from the 
Censor, Chiin-yi, who accuses Ch’ik’osén- 
pu, a secretary of the Treasury of the 
Imperial Household, of having obtained 
-his transfer to his present post by intrigue, 
‘and of engrossing public business and 
‘deputing officers on his own responsibility. 
‘The Comptroller of the Household is 
‘ordered to investigate these charges and 
‘report the truth to the Throne. 

| (2) A Decree permitting Ming-an, Gov- 
-vernor of Kirin, to retire on the ground of 
ill-health, 

. (8) Sép‘uchéngé is appointed Deputy 
Lieutenant-General of the Bordered Red 
Banner (han chiin). 

| (4) A Decree, in reply to the complaint 
of the Censor Lu Ch‘i-kuang that the civil 
and military offices in the provinces are in 
the habit of paying only ‘“ government 
‘price ” for articles purchased for daily use, 
that the price is still further reduced by 
the peculation of the clerks and runners 
entrused with the purchase, and that the 
occurrence of the examinations is made a 
pretext for levying supplies from the shop- 
keepers on the plea of “ public service.” 
‘The goods purchased for the public offices 
should be paid for at the market price, and 
a fair price should be given for articles 
required for the public service. Let the 
High Authorities of each province remove 
this evil custom. Any officer persisting in 
such misdeeds as the above will be punished, 
that Our Compassion for the traders and 
people may be displayed. 

(5) Sun Chi-yiin is appointed Censor of 
the Metropolitan Circuit. 

(6) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
‘from the Censor Chiin-yi, who asserts that 
the Wu Gate of the Palace is opened at 
irregular hours, especially when the Plain 
Yellow Banner is on duty. There isa fixed 
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time. for opening and closing the Gates of 
the Palace, and intentional delay must not 
be permitted. Let the Captains-General of 
the Vanguard and the Guards’ Divisions 
explain the law on the subject, and let 
them from time to time inspect the men 
on duty and severely punish any case of 
negligence, sloth, drinking, or gambling 
that they may discover. 

(7) Memorial from the Viceroy of the 
Yiin-knei Provinces and the Governor of 
Yiinnan forwarding a report from T‘ang 
Chiung, the Treasurer, on the improve- 
ment of the copper production. Tang 
Chiung premises that before the: Rebellion 
the total amount of copper sent by Yunnan 
to the city, purchased by other provinces, 
and coined in Yunnan itself was not less 
than several million pounds. When the 
Rebellion was over, the trade was so utterly 
ruined that the attempt to restore it pro- 
posed in 1875 was equivalent to founding 
anew industry. Though since that time 
cost and carriage have been increased, the 
duty remitted, the expenses restored, the 
miners aided and supported, it is still 
found almost impossible to forward 500,000 
chin in a year. This is not because the 
mines are old and the veins worked out, 
but because of four hindrances to success, 
which the Treasurer discusses in order. 
These are :— 

1—It is not easy to get miners. In 
the old days a large mine employed over 
100,000 men and a small one not less 
than 30,000. Not only the poor of Yunnan, 
but also the navvies of Hupei, S:ii-ch‘uan, 
and the Liang-kuang came thither to earn 
aliving. As the local proverb runs, ‘It 
is gain that brings the miners, and the 
miners that produce the copper.” After 
the Rebellion and the pestilence that fol- 
lowed it, the population was reduced 90% 
and trade was impossible. Much of the 
land, too, had become jungle The general 
difficulty of obtaining subsistence prevented 
immigration from other provinces. Thus, 
however good the mines, they could not 
be worked owing to the paucity of miners. 

2—The smelters are too heavily mulcted. 
Every cwt. of copper used to pay 10 chin 
in duty and 4 chin 2 liung odd as waste. 
All copper was purchased by Government. 
As time went on, xbuses arose. The cop- 
per was not pure enough and delay in 
taking delivery of it was the consequence. 
The purchasing official used unfair balances, 
or insisted on the copper being re-smelted. 
Every sort of extortion was practised, so 
that the smelter sometimes got only T'ls. 4 
or d percwt, and was forced to continue 
his trade ata loss. As tho price por cwt. 


42 


(Mar. 31—Aprix 1. 





was over Tls. 20 in the surrounding pro- | be benefitted, but the waste lands will ): 


vinces, twice as much as in Yiinnan, the 
dishonest in their desire for gain smuggled 
copper, and the smelting business because 
every day more unprofitable. 

3—The people have not enough capital 
Formerly the vast expense and the un- 
certainty of opening a mine were under- 
taken with the aid of advances by rich 
merchants from other provinces, or, since 
trade was brisk and the people prosperous, 
inines were opened in partnership or by 
companies. But after the Rebellion there 
was not enough to live on, much less to 
supply means for opening mines, and the 
smelters were driven to exhausting old 
mines in the hope of immediate sustenance. 
The shortsighted policy of the officials led 
them merely to hopelessly strive to obtain 
the old quantity of copper annually, with- 
out undertaking any scheme of permanent 
utility. ‘ 

4—The management of the local officials 
is full of faults. By the old rules deputies 
were stationed at the mines, the local 
officers being supposed to be too busy to 
attend to the copper production. Thus 
the officials sent their relatives, secretaries, 
or clerks, officials and traders were at vari- 
ance, and abuses arose. The restoration 
of the officirl management in Tung-ch‘uan 
Fu and Yung-pei T‘ing has led to such in- 
creased loss that not only the people avoid 
that country and are unwilling to come in 
contact with the officials, but the officials 
of other mining localities try to escape the 
trouble of management by declaring that 
the mines are worked out, the supply ex- 
hausted. If immediate changes and im- 
provements be not made, reform will 
become impossible. The Treasurer, by 
requiring from gentry and traders, conver- 
sant with the business whom he met, a 
statement of their views, and by sending 
officers to question the aged miners and 
thus find out the origin of the distress and 
seek for means to remedy it, has ascertained 
that the general opinion is that without 
miners cupper cannot be produced, and 
without profitable employment miners will 
not work, As Ssii-ch‘uan is just now com- 
plaining of over-population, he proposes 
to first open mines near the Ssii-ch‘uanese 
border, But mining must be made por- 
fitable, else men will not work at it. 
It will therefore be proper to revert to the 
old route for conveying copper to Peking, 
for thus trade communication will be im- 
proved, new marts daily opened, means of 
subsistence increased, the poor far and 
near will flock to Yiinnan in daily increas- 
ing numbers, and not only will the copper 
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gradually reclaimed. ‘These are certai:| 
consequences founded on fact and princip| 
If abuses are checked by the abolition « 
fees, if the miners are aided by the ai 
vauce of capital, if the recovery of tl: 
industry is effected by extending the peri: 
for repaying loans, if provision for lastin- 
production is made by opening new mine, 
and co-operation is attained by the jou: 
management of peuple and oflicials, so as 1 
exertion by following public opinion, i 
one year improvement must be visible an 
in three notable success will be gained : 
The Treasurer does not venture to ol-: 
stinately press the immediate adoption «| 
his sugyvestions. : 

The Memorialists comment on the man 
unsuccessful endvavours made during tli:: 
last decade to restore the copper produc | 
tion. ‘They ascribe their failure to ti! 
difficulty of obtaining men capable of ma-; 
ture deliberation, and skilled in devising .| 
system. ‘They have now examined 'T‘an.! 
Chiung’s proposals, which they conside:: 
give fair promise of success. They appen': 
the five regulations submitted by him, au: 
request that the Board be ordered to de-| 
liberate on them and put them on record | 
As to the other requirements of the copper: 
production, they beg to be allowed to order 
the Treasurer to enquire into the circum: 
stances and to consider themata future date 

April 1st (K.S. 1x, u, 24).—(Court Cir. 
cular.) The Prince of Kung paid his re- 
spects on his recovery. Ch‘ien-hsi, Mili- 
stary Lieutenant Governor of Cisfaharh, 
paid his respects on his arrival in Peking 

(1) A Decree. We were much relieved 
in mind by seeing the Prince of Kung, re- 
covered from his illness, at the audienc: 
this day. But, as his health is not per 
fectly restored, we again grant him one 
month’s leave to recruit his health with a 

uiet mind, 

(2) Wén-hsiu is retained in the city t 
fill the post of Junior Police Provost: 
Ying-lien will act for him as Brigadier a 
Malanyii. Pending Ying-lien’s arrival. 
P‘u-féng. will perform the duties of Bri 
gadier. ; 

(3) Yén-mao is appointed Sub-Director 
of the Banqueting Court. Chaug Jén-chui 


(RAR), and Li Sui (ERR), are 


appointed Censors on the Hukuaug and 
Shénsi Circuits respectively. 

(4) Ying-lin is appointed Deputy Lieute- 
nant-General of the Plain Blue Banner 
(han chiin) 

(5) Ch‘ang hsing-a is transferred to the 
post of Manchu Brigade General at Ning: 
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hsia, and Wén-hsiu is appointed Deputy 
Lieutenant General of the Plain Yellow 
Banner (han chiin.) 

(6) Hsi-yiian is transferred to Kirin as 
Military Governor; Shan-ch‘ing becomes 
Tartar General, Kiangning ; and_Yi-jung 
is appointed Tartar General, Ning-hsia 
(Kansuh). 

(7) Ni Wén-wei submits a liat of officers 
who have specially distinguished them- 
selves during the last three years’ opera- 
tions against the Annam rebels on the 
borders of Kuangsi. The Memorialist has 
already announced in a special Memorial 
the capture of Lu Chih-p‘ing, and has from 
time to time made reports of the progress of 
the operations on the Annam border. Ch ‘ing- 
yu last year obtained authority to postpone 
the recommendation of deserving men and 
officers till the present occasion. There 
have been four expeditions against the 
Annam rebels extending over a period of 
more than ten years. ‘The local bandits, 
such as Wu Ya-chung, Huang Ch‘ung- 
ying and the rebel commander Li Yang- 
ta‘ai, though formidable, were repressed 
in a few years ; only Lu Chih-p‘ing’s band, 
the earliest formed, escaped extermination 
the longest. His cruel and ‘crafty spirit 
was well fitted to stir up disaffection, and 
his false and cunning wiles were well suit- 
ed to win men’s hearts. His band was 
‘now disbanded and again assembled, at 
one moment at peace at another in revolt ; 
he wasindeed the most crafty and per- 
nicioys of rebels. Repeated Rescripts 
having commanded the capture of Lu 
Chih-p‘ing, the General Huang Kuei-lan 
urged his forces to rapid action, and after 
raising the siege of Pao-lé, and winning an 
action at Lung-tai, reduced several strong- 
holds, captured Lu Chih-p‘ing’s wife and 
children, dispersed his gang, and reduced 
him to extremity. In answer to Oh‘ing- 
yu’s report of these actions, rewards were 
promised, and the soldiers were so moved 
by the Imperial Message that they swore 
to give their lives to capture the rebel leader 
and sweep away his fastnesses. Success 
has now been accomplished in spite of the 
heavy rains, floods, intense heat, and ma- 
larious vapours of summer and autumn, 
‘and in spite of the difficulties of transport 
‘in the depths of the forests. In the An- 
namese provinces of Heiian kuang (Thuyen 
‘kwang), T‘ai-yuan (Thai Nguyen), Liang 
‘shan (Lang-son), Pei-ning (Bak-nivh), and 
Kao-p‘ing (Kao-bang), no hill has been left 
unsearched, no fastness unexplored. Now 
that, luckily, Lu Chih-p‘ing has been cap- 
tured and executed, the remnants of the 
tebel bands are filled with terror and 
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anxiously desire to submit. The labours 
of the troops that have year after year 
eagerly exposed their life to danger, and 
the difficulty and suffering they have en- 
countered are far beyoud aught that the 
oldest campaigners ever heard of or saw, 
and their extraordinary achievements can- 
not be compared with the suppression of 
sedition in the Inner Land. 

The Memorialist has carefully revised 
and reduced the lists sent in by the mili- | 
tary commanders and civil authorities, 
and would remind His Majesty that the 
comparatively large number of names is 
really due to the fact that three years’ 
campaigns are included in this one list. 
The frontier is still disturbed and rewards 
are required to stimulate the exertions of 
the forces.—Referred to the Board. 

April 2nd (K.S. 1x, 11, 25).—(1) A Decree. 
Chang P‘ei-lun, acting Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Censorate, reports that his 
cousin, Chang Jén-chiin, has been promo- 
ted to a Censorship and asks for a Rescript 
deciding whether he should respectfully 
withdraw or not.—Chang Jéun-chiiun need 
not withdraw. 

(2) A Decree admitting to the Metropoli- 
tan Examination the 390 graduates who 
were placed in the first, second, and third 
classes at the supplementary test examina- 
tion. 

(3) A Decree commanding the Imperial 
College of Iuscriptions to prepare a tablet 
to be reverently suspended by Pien Pao-ti 


in the chief hall of the Nan Yi Miao (ff 
) in Hunan. The Governor reports 


that the temple, which was burned in the 
reign Tfung Chih, has now been restored 
by the contribution of the gentry and 
people. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t‘ang requests authority to 
include in his account of miscellaneous 
expenses the sum of Tis. 12,159, issued by 
the Supply Office to 2,966 retired officers 
and men of the Hunan irregulars for their 
expenses on the journey home. These 
men, having served under the Viceroy 
during the Rebellion, flock to Kiangnan 
to seek re-enlistment. But the revenue 
of Kiangnan, rich as that province is, is 
entirely absorbed by the multitudinous 
charges which have to be paid from it, and 
it would be impossible to give these men a 
new home there, Yet, seeing that they 
are the survivors of a hundred fizhts, the 
Memorialist could not bear to let them 
wander away to strange places. He has, 
therefore, had them sent by steamer to 
Hankow, whence they can easily reach 
their homes. He adds that similar cases 
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occurred when he was Governor-General 
of the Shén-kan Provinces. He trusts 
that His Majesty will sanction the above 
expenditure, since these men formerly 
risked their lives in the service of the 
State, and since, while poverty forced them 
to offer their services, they have no means 
of returning to their native province.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

April 3rd (K.S. 1x, 11, 26 )—(1) Post- 
script Memorial from Ch‘én Ch‘i-tai. Tu 
Tsung-ying, Governor-General of the Hu- 
kwang Provinces, comes of a poor and 
simple family. Having obtained a provin- 
cial degree, he bought the rank of sub- 
Prefect rose to be Prefect and Taotai, and 
wns recommended for a provincial yovernor- 
ship. He has enjoyed extraordinary favour 
and has been peculiarly trusted by. His 
Majesty. [low deeply grateful should he 
he and how eager to repay His Majesty’s 
bounty ; how earnestly should he strive to 
act purely and uprightly ! But during his 
whole career his sele ambition has been to 
lay up money and to serve his own in- 
terests. The trade carried on and the 
property possessed by him in Yanychou, 
Shanghai, and at his home in Auhwui 
are enormous. It is said that he has 
deposited in the Financial Commissioner’s 
treasury at Nankin T'ls. 160,000, which 
Liang Chao-huang manages for him. If 
he really keeps himself honest and pure, 
how did he come to collect a private hoard ? 
If it was not wrung from the people, it has 
been filched from the cotfers of the State. 


When he was transferred to Hunan as | 


Governor, he proved utterly wanting in 
conduct and courage. The parts of the 
prefectures of Ch‘ang-té and Yueh-chou 
which border on the (Tung-ting) Lake 
were still disturbed by robbers, and false 
alarms were constantly raised. At the 
slightest rumour he was perturbed and 
changed ‘colour. He did not encourage 
his subordinates to zealously perfect the 
tithing system and to take measures for 
the capture of robbers: but he devoted 
his energies to repairing the walls of his 
ofticial residence and moving up irregular 
troops to protect him, till he became the 
Jaughing-stock of the gentry and people. 
He was wont to tyrannise over his troops. 
On February 19th [1882], the Governor’s 
contingent, assembling in great numbers, 
wrecked the oftice of a Colonel of the Cen- 
tral Army, and nearly gave rise to a serious 
mutiny. When order was restored, he did 
not dare to arrest and punish a single man, 
but hushed up the affair. During his 
tenure of office as Governor-General, he 
has accepted illegal fees on Ssit-ch‘uan salt 
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to an amount which would reach mor: 
than Tls. 100,000 a year. The militar;| 
detachments and lelin offices follow hi} 
example, and the capture smugylers ‘| 
almost entirely neglected. In regard t: 
the Hsin-t'i Customs he pursues the sam: 
course as Li Han-chang, and utterly dis. 
regards the revenue of the Empire. Th: 
rising of the soldiery [at Wuch‘ang] las: 
autumn was more serious than the Hunar 
outbreak. The Governor-General was flur- 
ried and utterly at a loss what to do. He} 
took no stern measures. He was the first t:! 
secretly send his family to the other sid! 
of the river, thus causing the people to fle:; 
panicstruck and to abandon their homes. | 
His report of the rising was full of false; 
statements and exaggeration; the truth: 
was entirely concealed from His Majesty. 
How can one so deceitful, false, covetons. 
and worthless, who is ungrateful for Hii 
Majesty’s bounty and neglects the interes | 
of the state, be charged with the directiu: | 
of subordinates and the improvement «| 
the country? If he be suffered to lon.! 








i disgrace the office of Governor, the conar-; 
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quences of his neglect cannot be foreseer. | 
It is the Memorialist’s duty to request tha} 
an investigation be held into his condue:; 
and that he be straightway dismissed. ‘I'h:} 
Memorialist’s office is to denounce and hr 
dares not keep silence. 


(2) The Censorate report an appeal case. 
in which an ofticer deputed by the Judg:} 
of Shénsi (in 1879) is accused of extorti: 
by illegal forms of torture a confession ey 
murder from three innocent men.—Refer- 

ed in the usual way. 


(3) The Governor-General and the Go-| 
\ernor of Fukien report the rescue of 3; 
party of shipwrecked Liu-ch‘iuans, wh’! 
were cast ashore on the coast of Taiwa: 
and forwarded by steamer to Foochor 
They will be provided with daily rationi 
of food while in Foochow, and will b: 
given a month’s provisions and the usui 
presents when they leave. — Rescripi 
Noted. 


(4) Li Ho-nien reports having sent a 
ofticer to buy 250 troop horses at tl: 
pastures about Lama Miao near Kalgan 
He has written to the Board to inform th- 
Superintendent of Customs at Kalgan au: 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Ch‘aharh tha 
no duties are to be exacted.—Rescript 
Noted. 

April 4th (K.S. rx, m, 27.)—(1) Mem-. 
rial from P‘éng Yii-lin. After his retur:. 
from investigating the Wuch‘ang mutiny 
the Memorialist received a further D.. 





' cree commanding him to report on tle: 
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- charges brought against T‘u Tsung-ying, 


_ (see yesterday’s Gazette.) The despatch of 
‘the Grand Council reached him somewhat 


- residence, 


late, as he was constantly changing his 
Though his health has been 


. much impaired and grows worse as spring 
, advances he dared not seek repose, but on 


11th February started on another tour of 
enquiry, the results of which he now begs 
to submit to Their Majesties. 

The Memorialist proceeds to refute the 
charges of Ch‘én Ch‘i-tai point by point. 


- In the first place T’u Tsaung-ying did not 


: purchase the rank of Sub-prefect. 


His 
excellent qualities had been known to 
T'séng Kuo-fan when he was in Peking. 


: He was entrusted with the management of 

the Commissariat Office in the Liang Kiang, 
. and, after the fall of Nanking, he was 
. placed in the charge of the Tithing Office 


there. He was afterwards made Prefect 
of Nanking on the recommendation of Li 
Hung-chang, and the diligence with which 


Lot J 


. he performed his duties is matter of com- 


, mon report, 


The Censor seems to have 
examined the record of his official career 


. somewhat superficially. 


The charge of being set on gain and 
possessing many shops and much property 
probably arose from his frugal mode of 
life, even in excellent posts. The only 
property he purchased was for his children 
and nephews and did uot amount to 1,000 


‘ mu Perhaps the report was founded on his 
' having taken the lead in subscribing funds 


to rebuild the College and Examination 
Hall of Liu-an Chou. 

The assertion that Liang Chao-huang 
manages 'I'ls, 160,000 for him. is absurd, 


! peeing that ‘I'‘n ‘T'sung-ying has been long 


: absent from Nanking and the Treasurer 


never served under him. He did, how- 


» ever, while Taotai at Shanghai, entrust 
- Hung Ju-k‘uei, who was then head of the 


Printing Office at Nanking, with Tls, 10,000 


- to pay for the printing of several works 


. funeral expenses of his old tutor. 


re 


tions. 


for him, and also requested him to pay the 
When 
le moved as Governor to Honan T‘u 
Tsung-ying subscribed Tis. 10,000 to the 
Relief Fund, Tls. 2,000 of which were the 
balance of the sum entrusted to Hung Ju- 
k‘uei. As he was only a short time Gov- 
ernor of Hunan, he had not time to seri- 
ously take up the tithing and police ques- 
The mutiny referred to by the 
Censor was merely a drunken brawl on the 
part of few soldiers angry at the strict 
discipline which their Colonel would not 
relax even at the New Year. Four of the 


. men were given up for punishment ; but, 
_ at the request of the gentry, were leniently 
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dealt with. 


The case was, very properl 
decided in the province. ia 

The charge of accepting heavy fees from 
Ssti-ch‘uan salt is unsupported by any 
proof, T‘u T'sung-ying, while he could 
not but take the [fees] proper to his office, 
is not the man to follow his predecessors 
in accepting illegal dues. The accusation 
of cowardice at Wu-ch‘ang is also entirely 
unsupported. . 

The Memorialist has watched T‘u Tsung- 
ying’s public conduct ever since he was 
appointed a magistrate at the Great Selec- 
tion. He has found him diligent in busi- 
ness, pure and frugal in his personal 
conduct, of an upright and open dis- 
position, straightforward in his dealings 
with others, and moderate in the acquisi- 
tion of wealth. He is not, however, able 
to assist the people with kindness or to 
order his own actions with strictness. He 
is, too, somewhat severe in restraining 
others. He loves the people and reverences 
the virtuous; but in his dislikes he isa 
little excessive. He employs men accord- 
ing their abilities ; but he cannot perfectly 
understand their characters. In civil gov- 
ernment he excels; in military affairs he 
fails. But, though he cannot be compared 
with Tséng Kuo-fan or Hu Lin-yi, whose 
extraordinary abilities for peace and for 
war enabled them to allay rebellion and 
re-establish the Empire, yet, among the 
officers of the present day, he is indeed an 
honest, upright, tried, diligent, and trust- 
worthy oflicial. His character and abilities 
have been long known to their Majesties ; 
the Memorialist would not dare to screen 
him at all.—Rescript : Noted. 


April 5th (K.S, 1x, 11, 28.)—(1) A Decree 


appointing Chih-hsing E219-"3) Prefect of 
Hu-chou Fu in Chékiang. 

(2) A Decree permitting Hsi-ch‘ang, 
Imperial Ayent at Urga, to-retire in ill- 
health. 


(3) A Decree. Wén-shuo, Reader of 
the Grand Secretariat, reports that the ex- 
Censor Chang Kuan-chun, with whom he 
is not acquainted, has asked for an inter- 
view with him, stating that he had import- 
ant matters to communicate. Wén-shuo, 
thinking that his idea was to tempt him, 
requests an investigation. Let Chang 
Kuan-chun be forthwith ordered to return 
home. He may not live in the Capital. 

(4) A Decree permitting Wang Ssii-yi to 
retire in ill-health. He is succeeded as 
Financial Commissioner of Shénsi by Yeh 


Po-ying ; and Chang Hsii (ie HW) is ap- 
pointed Judge of Shénsi. 
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(6) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regret at hearing of the death of Wan 
Ch‘ing-li, ex-President of the Civil Office. 
The posthumous honours proper for a 
President are to be bestowed on him, and 
all penalties incurred by him while in office 
are cancelled. : 

(6) Héng-ming {s appointed Director of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

(7) Lin-shu and Chang Chih-wan submit 
a further report on the Yiinnan case. The 
cashiered 2ud class Assistaut Secretary, Sun 
Chia-mu, states that Lung Chi-tung, a 
Second Class Assistant Secretary of his 
department, arranged this affair, and 
handed the extra public fees to Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing ; that he told Fu-chih, a Second 
Class Secretary in charge of the department 
seal what had been done and gave him a 
share of the money ; and that he applied 
one portion to increasing the ration allow- 
ance fund of the department, out of 
which he had repeatedly lent money to 
the Assistant Secretaries, Ts‘ui Chéug- 
huan and Chou Sung, without telling 
them that it was drawn from the extra 
fees paid for passing the accounts. Fu- 
chih stubbornly denies these assertions ; 
and Ts‘ui Ch‘éng-huan and Chou Sung 
profess ignorance of the source from which 
the money lent them was obtained. ‘The 
Memorialists request that Fu-chih and 
Lung Chi-tung may be cashiered. (Grant- 
ed by Decree earlier issued). 

(8) In a Postscript Memorial Lin-shu 
and Chang Chih-wan request that P‘an 
Ying-chang may be speedily forwarded to 
Peking. He left Yiinnan on 16th Novem- 
ber, and on January 8th had ouly reached 
Kuei-chu Hsien, i.e. he had gone a distance 
of 1,500 li in 50 days. (See Gazette of 
March 18). ; ee 

(9) Chin-shun applies for the dismissal 
of Wang Hsieh, a Sub-District Deputy 
Magistrate, who was sent to superintend 
the building operations at the city of 
Chan-té, 40 li from Sui-ting, but returned 
and falsely reported the work finished.— 
Granted by Rescript. ' . 

(10) Te-hsing, in a Postscript Memorial, 
reports the despatch to Peking of the 
second instalment (Tls. 20,000) of the sub- 
sidy due from the Chékiang Customs (Mar- 
itime) for K.S. vitt, and the Tls. 2,500 due 
to the Imperial Household for the purchase 
of ginaéng. The total subsidy for K.S. 
yur was Tis. 40,000, which sum has now 
been forwarded.—Rescript : Let the pro- 

er Offices take note. : 

April 6th (K.S. 1x, 11, 29)—(1) Kuei- 
hsiang is appointed Imperial Agent at 
Urga. Héng-ming is given the brevet rank 
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of Manchu Brigade General, and is ap- 
pointed Military Assistant Governor it 
Ulasut‘ai. He will proceed with all speed 
to his post. 

(2) Ch‘ing-yii is appointed Director Gen- 
eral of the Yellow River; and Yang Chi ‘ang. 
chiin succeeds to the post of Director Gen- 
eral of the Grain Transport. 

(3) Lu Fu-lin is appointed Governor of 
Honan. ; 

(4) A Decree admittihg 11 provincial 
graduates (Mancha translation), who hare 
been successful at the Test Examination iu 
translation, to the Metropolitan Examina- 
tion. 

(5) Li Tuan-fén is appointed Sub-Reader, 
and Wang Pang-hsi Sub-Expositor of the 
Hanlin Collage. 

(6) A Decree, in answer to the report of 
the Board of Punishments on the case oi 
Hu T‘i-an, the Honan convict who pro 
tested his innocence on the execution 
ground. The facts are proved to be a: 
follows :—The convict Wang Shu-wén wa 
induced by Hu Kuang-té to accompany 
him and was compelled to act as his ser- 
vant. When Hu Kuang-té went to rod 
Chang K‘én-t‘ang’s house, he ordered hin 
to take care of his clothes at a lonely spot, 
aud he did not tell him of the robbery. 
The robber Hu Ti-an is a different person. 
When he was let-away by the constables, 
they made Wang Shu-wén personate him. 
Wang Shn-wén is not the same man ai 
Hu T4-an. The Board states that the pro- 
vincial officers concerned erred in their 
conduct of the original trial, and that the 
officers who retried the case screened them. 

As the truth has been clearly proved, 
there is no need to send a High Commis. 
sioner, as the Board suggests, The two! 
criminals who kept watch and received the | 
booty are to be summarily executed. Wan:! 
Shu-wén was Hu Kuang-té’s servant ani, 
took care of his clothes while the robbers 
was being perpetrated ; as he was not an 
accessory before the fact and did not re. 
receive a share of the booty, he is sentenced , 
as the Board suggests, to 100 blows and 
three years’ transportation. No remissiou: 
or reduction of the sentence will be allowed. 
The Magistrate of Chén-p‘ing Hsien at the 
firat trial forced the accused to confess by 
the use of torture and carelessly decided the 
case. After Wang Shu-wén had protestec} 
hisinnocence, hesubmitted agarbled report. 
in the hope of hoodwinking his superiors. 
His conduct was indeed stupid and wrong. 
Wang Chao-lan, prefect of K‘ai-féng Fu, 
and the expectant prefect Ma Yung-hsiu, ; 
at the second trial, made no effort to 
elucidate the truth of Wang Shu-wén’s . 
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appeal ; they fabricated false statements on 
‘every point, and in every way disguised 
. the error of their fellows.. These three 
officers are all dismissed and sent to atone 
for their misdeeds by labour on the post- 
-road. The magistrate’s statement that he 
:is the only child of an ayed parent shall 
not be enquired into. Several oflicials 
“ who suborned witnesses and otherwise dis- 
played cunning in meeting the wishes of 
‘their superiors, are handed over tu the 
, Board for punishment. Li Ho-nien, Go- 
rvernor of Honan, and Mei Ch‘i-chao, 
3 Director-General of the Yellow River, 
though ordered by Rescript to try an im- 
‘portant case, could not right the wrong 
- done, but made a misleading report to the 
Throne in order to screen their subordi- 
‘nates. And, when the case was removed 
:to Peking, Li Ho-nien again strenuously 
‘urged that there was not the least ground 
:for the appeal. His obstinacy in truth 
evinced ingratitude for the post entrusted 
.to him. Li Ho-nien and Mei Ch‘i-chao 
care forthwith dismissed from the public 
service, Lin-ch‘un, formerly acting judge, 
‘who supported the finding of the lower 
. court because the criminal had not yet 
; denied the truth of his confession, and the 
“former Governor, T‘u Tsung-ying, whose 
Memorial on the case shewed gross careless- 
ness, together with the heads of depart- 
- nents and seoretaries of the Board of 
- Punishments, whose report on the case 
followed the statements of the provincial 
_ authorities, are all handed over to the 
; Board for punishment and examination 
respectively. Ina separate Postscript it is 
+ reported that robbery is most prevalent in 
-Ch‘én-p‘ing Hsien, and the Board requests 
: that measures may be taken to suppress 
it, Ch‘nu-p‘ing Hsien was the haunt of 
‘the Nien-fei. That robbery has become 
. an established custom is due to the runners 
‘being the confederates of the criminal 
Classes and sharing their booty. The 
Governor of Honan is ordered to send 
. officers to honestly take steps to effect the 
. Capture of all the criminals in this case 
«Who are still at large. If the runners have 
iany dealings with the robbers, they must 
; be seized and most severely punished, that 
. order may be restored. 
._ (7) Memorial from Chang Shu-shéng. 
: Li Hung-chang lately sent the Memorialist 
. & copy of his application for leave, and he 
-8aw in the Gazette of 8th March that he 
: was directed to act as Superintendent of 
Trade. He represents that, in spite of the 
. comparative leisure he has enjoyed during 
: Winter and the efforts of his physicians, his 
shealth has not been restored. His lungs 
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are affected, his stomach is weak, his diges- 
tion is impaired ; his cough continues as 
severe as formerly. Though the season is 
spring, the cold winds are slow to cease ; 
and, though he can by an effort leave his 
room, he is still as worn out and weak as 
ever. He purposed praying for permission 
to retire on the expiry of his leave. His 
Majesty’s command lays on his worn-out 
servant a far heavier burden than he bore 
before. But, as Li Hung-chang is sure to 
return in three or four months, the Memo- 
rialist will endeavour to proceed to ‘lien- 
tain. When Li Hung-chang returns, he 
will again beseech His Majesty, in con- 
sideration of the long illness and utter 
prostration which render him unable to 
fill a provincial post, to permit him to 
return home. On his arrival at Tientsin 
he will according to rule entrust all 
ordinary business to the Treasurer ; only 
important matters of public interest will 
be forwarded to him. : 

April 7th (K.S. 1x, m1, 1.)—(1) A Decree 
appvinting Yen Ching-ming a Commissioner 
for the investigation of the Yunnan accounts 
case. 

(2) Shih-hsii is retained in Peking, and 
Wén-p‘ei (XK ) is appointed Assistant 
Comptroller at Jehole. 

(3) Wei Kuang-tao is appointed Finan- 
cial Commissioner, Kansu ; Chang K‘ai- 
sung is promoted to be Financial Commis- 


sioner, Ssii-ch‘uan ; T‘an Chi-hsiin (eee 
YA) is appointed Judge of Kansu, and 


Ju shan, Judge of Ssii-ch‘uan, 

(4) A Deeree ordering Mei Ch‘i-chao and 
Li Ho-nien to await the arrival of Ch‘ing-yit 
and Lu Fu-lin before resigning their posts, 

(5) ‘so Tsung-t‘ang reports that hia 
personal furces now amount to 4,100 irre- 
gulars, who are divided into six battalions, 
and paid in the same way as the Hupei 
force. These men are the most energetic 
of those of his old soldiers who have 
applied to be enrolled again under his 
command. A list of them will be sent to 
the Board, and their pay will be shewn in 
the accounts under the heading of defence 
of Kiangsu.—Rescript : Noted. 

April 8th (K.S. rx, m1, 2).—(Court 
Circular). The authorities at the Hata 


Gate forwarded a present of gurnard (iq 


yi 2 fA) to his Majesty, ; 

(1) Liu Jui-ch‘i is appointed Supervising 
Censor of the Board of Revenue. 

(2) Memorial from Ho Kuei-fang, In- 
specting Censor on the Shantung Circuit. 
In local cases of murder or robbery tho 


[Aprit 8—9. 





capture of the guilty depends entirely on 
the honesty of the officials; the truth can 
be discovered and a trustworthy decision 
given only after careful investigation and 
repeated examination. The Memorialist 
hears that, of late years, the cruel officers 
of the provinces apply unlawful torture as 
soon as the accused comes before the court. 
They employ every sort of cruelty, such as 
plunging in ‘boiling water, burning with 
hot irons, cutting in twain the shins, 
burning the crown of the head, suspend- 
ing by the heels, crushing beneath 
weights, driving nails [into the joints], or 
atriking [the bones] with hammers. The 
accused are driven !y these unnatural tor- 
ments to make false confession, or to im- 
plicate innocent persons, who are also sub- 
jected to torture, without any examina- 
tion into the truth of the charge being 
held. Many of them die under torture 
without confessing to any crime, on which 
a false account of an inquest is fabricated 
and they are reported to have died in 
prison. In some cases even, clerks are 
secretly seut to the prison who take 
advantage of the dying man’s unconscious 
state to press his thumb on depositions 
prepared by them ; and they then sub- 
mit these depositions as statements made 
by the prisoner before his death. ‘The 
high authorities concerned neglect their 
duty and do not make any further 
enquiries. If a prisoner will not con- 
fess after one or two protracted exam- 
inations, the gatemen, fearing lest their 
master exceed the legal period and incur 
blame, combine with the runners to urge 
the accused to confess and thus escape tor- 
ture. The ignorant people, knowing no 
better, are made to consent to sign the 
confession in the hope of avoiding imme- 
diate cruelty, and with the intention of 
protesting their innocence at the provincial 
capital. But, after a confession has been 
wrung from them, they are told thot, if 
they deny their guilt at the capital they 
will be sent back for a fresh trial and will 
be tortured more than before. Such threats 
and warnings deprive them of all courage ; 
and, when they come before the high 
authorities, they are so awestruck at the 
majesty of the Court, and so terrified at 
the ferocity of the attendants, who will-not 
permit them to tell their wrongs, that they 
merely repeat their former confession. IE 
any do deny the charge they are certain to 
be sent for trial before an expectant official 
belonging to the Criminal Court. As this 
officer, who is waiting at the capital to be 
appointed a magistrate, and is usually poor, 
is wont to rely ou the magistrates in vtlice 
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and to borrow or beg of them at odd times, 
and as he is instructed by them when a 
case is sent to him, he does all he cau t» 
secure his patrons and by torture and bully- 
ing strives to keep the accused from deny- 
ing his guilt that he may please them. Ii 
an additional Taotai or Prefect is sent t» 
assist in the trial, he is bound by the 
custom of the official body to find son: 
way to screen his subordinates and has 10 
time to consider or pity the fate of tl: 
the people. If the high authorities ar 
ordered by His Majesty to investigate s 
case, their reply is founded on the report 
of their deputies who tried the case, ‘Th 
statement that they ‘‘ personally examined 
the parties” means nothing more thai 
that, as the law requires, the parties wer 
brought before them, their deposition 
were read, and they were speedily take 
back to prison. There is never any minut 
questioning or careful trial. The San Pa 
Lou case is a notable example how ti: 
people, unable to endure such unlawfii 
torments and terrible cruelty, never con: 
plain. The harmony of Heaven a: 
Earth is thus greatly impaired, so that i 
is natural that flood, famine, and pestilenc 
should again and again appear, — Th: 
Memorialist prays for a Rescript orderiv:| 
the Provincial Authorities to search ct| 
those of their subordinates who pack 
illegal tortures and denounce them will 
out mercy, and in person carefully | 

investigate, with the aid of the Judge, 3|_ 
cases sent up to the capital, and to awar- 

sentence only if the truth of the char: 

and the propriety of the proposed punis!|. 
ment are proved beyond all doubt, tli 

thus, perchance, the earnest desire of t!: 

Court to shew compassion to the prisone!: 

and to define and regulate the use ‘| 
torture may not be disregarded.—(5: 

Gazette of 23rd March.) 

(3) Jén ‘Tao-jung requests that marks: 
approbation may be bestowed on two ot: 
cials and on two ladies, the mothers « 
ofticials, who have each of them subscribe 
Tls. 1,000 for relief purposed in Shantun; 
—Granted by Rescript. 


April 9th (K.S. rx, mi, 3.)-—(1) ¥: 


Hsieh-tsan Wk i EB) is appointed Ta 
tai of the Kung Ch‘in Chieh Circuit : 
Kansu. 

(2) Oléchingd succeeds to the post « 
Salt Comptroller of the Ch‘ang lu ares 


and Yii-ch‘ang FGFs) is appointed Ta- 
tai at Tientsin. 

(3) Chang Shu-shéng requests the imm: 
diate dismissal of the acting magistrate «| 
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An-p‘ing Hsien. This officer at first reported 
that only 20 buildings were injured by the 
earthquakes in January last, and took no 
steps to learn the damage done by the 
second shock, till the officer deputed by 
the Viceroy had already begun his survey. 
.[é has also been proved by officers sent to 
make secret inquiry that there were a con- 
siderable number of houses so much injured 
that the walls cracked and bulged out, though 
they did not actually fall; that, instead of 
over Ts. 100 as he reported, the magistrate 
subscribed for the relief of the sufferers 
only some 30 tiao; that, when the officer 
sent by the Viceroy ascertained the dam- 
age done by the second shock of earth- 
quake, the Magistrate vented his wrath on 
the headboroughs of several villages, whom 
he accused of carelessness in reporting the 
jisaster ; that he had 370 blows inflicted 
on one man and 50 on each of three others, 
shat he pressed for payment of the spring 
taxes on February 28th. For such neg- 
ligence, cruelty, and want of pity for the 
people and or regard for the laws, the 
Viceroy requests the Magistrate’s dismissal. 
Fifty piculs of rice, which he alleges he 
listributed to the most severely atlicted 
places, will, if the amount be found cor- 
rect, be refunded to him.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang. On 
a former occasion the Memorialist reported 
the additional issue of licenses for 150,000 
yin of Huai-an salt. His original idea was 
so restore the old allotment which had 
not been followed for some ten years. 
But, finding the new traders joyful and 
.jager to contribute vast sums, he requested 
leave to exceed the statutory allotment 
and at the same time entered into corres- 
pondence with Ssii-ch‘uan and Hupei for 
the purpose of having all the Hupei areas 
‘borrowed by Ssti-ch‘uan restored to Huai- 
an. He desired to have the additional 
issue of 150,000 yin got into consumption 
in the five prefectures of Ching-chou, I- 
shang, etc., and hoped for the co-operation 
.of the Hukuang and Ssii-ch‘uan aulhorities 
in this step which would greatly increase 
she Huai-an salt duty receipts and would 
render the salt-workers prosperous. ‘Ting 
Pao-chén, however, would only withdraw 
L00 or 200 yin a month, and T‘u Tsung- 
ying, being set on protecting the Ssi- 
sh‘uan trade, contended that the funds for 
gaying the provincial forces and the 
subsidy to Peking must not be reduced, 
forgetting that an established system 
nust not be abandoned. The result was 
shat none of the marts were restored, the 
aew salt could not be got into consumption, 
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the traders were afraid to go on with their 
ventures, and His Majesty was annoyed. 
The fault did not lie in the suddenness of 
the increase of yin, but in the difficulty 
of recovering the marts. This is self- 
evident. 

The Board wrote that as the areas 
could not be all restored, the sudden 
addition of 300 licences they feared 
would not be completely disposed of, 
and suggested gradual measures. Sixty 
licences should be issued in return for 
the Tls. 600,000 already paid by the 
new traders; and if they would not take 
them up the old traders should be called 
on to undertake the sale, and the money 
should be returned to the new traders. 
It was thus that the Memorialist’s action 
was hampered, as the Board is well aware, 
The thirty-four new traders having now 
requested the withdrawal of the warrants 
issued to them on the ground that they 
cannot afford to pay Tls. 10,000 per warrant 
of 500 yin,—this being the rate now that 
the 150,000 yin have been reduced to 
30,000—the officials of the Conveyance 
Office have been instructed to ascertain at 
a personal interview the willingness of 
other traders of substantial means to take 
over the contract and pay the Tls. 60,000 
which should be refunded to the new 
traders. Thirty thousand yin will then be 
issued for sale in any and every area, 
20,000 yin of which will be credited to the 
Board of Revenue and 10,000 to Hunan. 
These yin will be supplied from the un- 
consumed surplus allotments of former 
years in succession, Thus the sale of the 
old yin will not be hindered, and the 
amount under the new warrants will be 
got into consumption in rotation, the 
traders will be pleased, and public opinion 
will be satisfied. This measure is also in 
accordance with the suggestion of the 
Board, and the withdrawal of the licences 
granted tothe new traders renders discus- 
sion of the criticisms on that step unneces- 
sary. But when the new traders made their 
subscriptions, the Memorialist set about 
the distribution of the new yin at the same 
time as he reported the occurrence, for he 
apprehended that, as soon as the marts 
were restored, a supply of salt would be- 
required. When the despatch from the 
Board reached him, 39,500 yin had already 
been sold or had nearly reached the River 
marts. After this one venture, the con- 
veyance will be handed over to the proper 
traders.—Rescript : Let the Board of Re- 
venue take note. ; : 

April 10th (K.S. tx, mm, 4. )—Court 
Circular). To-day the Court assumes the 
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felt cap, the velvet collar, aud the wadded 
robe and coat. 

(1) Sung-lin (& op) is appointed pre- 
fect of Ch‘éng-té Fu (Jehole). 

(2) Hu Lung-hsiin is appointed Assistant 
Censor of the Metropolitan Circuit. 

(3) Jén Tao-jung, in a Postscript Memo- 
rial, reports that, Tso Tsung-t‘ang having 
informed him that the Liang Huai salt 
traders had subscribed Tls. 10,500 for the 
relief of distress in Shantung and that he 
himself had drawn Tis. 10,500 from the 
licence fees, and having suggested that, if 
the need of the people were urgent, money 
should be borrowed on the security of these 
sums to be repaid on the arrival of the 
officer sent with the muney and 15,000 
suits of wadded garments, Tis. 10,000 have 
been borrowed for the relief of Hui-min 
Hsien. The remaining Tis. 11,000 will be 
deposited in the treasury and devoted to 
relief measures. Five thousand wadded 
garments will be issued to the people of Li- 
ch‘éng Hsien ; and the rest will be kept fur 
distribution next winter, 

(4) Oléhépu, Military Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Jehole, reports the appointment 
of an Agsistant Superintendent of the silver 


mines at T‘u-ts‘ao-tzit ( + roy -F-).—Re- 


script : Noted. 

-(5) Memorial from Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, 
Supervising Censor of the Board of Works. 
The Memorialist was overcome with as- 
tonishment at reading in the Gazette of 
20th March a Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang forwarding an application from Fang 
Ta-shih, ex-Financial Comissioner of Shan- 
si, for leave to return to his home without 
coming to Peking, on the plea of illness. 
The Viceroy also lauded the honesty, deli- 
gence, intelligence, and experience of the 
ex-Treasurer, and stated that he had always 
borne a hiyh official reputation. The Me- 
morialist proceeds to denounce Fang ‘la- 
shih, and by implication Li Hung-chang, 
on the ground that Fang Ta-shih was 
ordered to Peking by Rescript, is not an 
official belonging to Chihli, neglected to 
pee for leave when passing Pao-ting 

u but went out of his way to Tientsin, 
can go several thousand li to his home in 
Hunan but cannot bear a few days’ journey 
to Peking, avoids his Majesty’s presence 
but hastens to the gates of a Minister. His 
ingratitude for the Bounty so marvellously 
displayed in his speedy promotion and in 
his being merely summoned to Peking 
when denounced, is beyond the Censor’s 
comprehension. Is the devotion a Minister 
should show to His Sovereign shown by 
Li Hung-chang’s eager pleading for and 
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patronage of Fang Ta-shih before tl: 
Court has decided his guilt or inu:! 
cence? The provincial officials are ai! 
proud and arrogant as ever, in spit-; 
of the restraining influence of the Exn:-} 
peror’s awful majesty. They plead illnes! 
if a summons to Court displeases then 

But none ever shewed such audacious i:} 
gratitude as Fang Ta-shih did in turnin.! 
aside when but a short distance from ti: 
Metropolis. If he do not suffer condiz:; 
punishment, a whole class of crafty syc.-! 
phants will imitate his example, and oun:: 
word from a Provincial officer will rende:: 
His Majesty's mandate null and void. §Th:! 
Memorialist fears that this will lead tc; 
ministers’ ignoring their sovereign an:: 
father, to factious officials’ ignoring tl::i 
existence of the Court. What will the: 
become of the Empire? Fang Ta-shih: 
wilful disobedience to an Imperial Rescrip: 
aud his disloyalty render the slight service: 
set forth by the Viceroy of no accouut 

indeed, that one so false should have an ui. 
deserved reputation proves him acrafty oft: 
cial, The Memorialist, therefore, reques:: 
that Fang ‘l'a-shih be punished, and thi: 
hereafter all High Officers forwarding ap- 
plications for sick-leave from officials calle:| 
to Peking be made responsible for th: 
truth of the statements reported by them.— 
(See Gazette of 25th March). 

April 11th (K.S. rx, m1, 5.)—(1) 1s 
Tsung-ying represents that since the be 
ginning of spring he has suffered mor 
than usual from his old complaints, asthm 
and disease of the liver. He has hithert, 
succeeded in performing his duties in spit: 
of attacks; but of late after even shor: 
interviews with his subordinates or a fer 
minute’s perusal of public documents, hs 
suffers from vertigo aud nervousness which 
almost render him unconscious, As his 
physiciaus advise rest aud care, he must asi 
for forty days’ leave that he may with a. 
speed attend to his malady. All publi: 
business requiring his attention he wi: 
atruggle to transact.—Granted by Resorip! 

(2) Ch‘ien-hsi reports that the Board vi 
War has communicated to him a despatc: 
from the Board of Revenue stating ths: 
the fees due from the disgraced officis: 
Hung Ju-k‘uei for 37 months on the pos: 
roads, Tls. 1,591, have now been paid int: 
the Treasury of the latter Board. a: 
Hung Ju-k‘uei has been permitted to re 
turn to China, it is the duty of the Memo: 
ialist to report this payment to tl: 
Throne. . 

(3) The Ministers of the Grand Counc: 
report the appointment of the expectan 
Sub-Reader of the Grand Secretariat, 
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‘Haieh Yiian-lin, to be a secretary (BR 


in succession to Chuang Yii-chén, lately 
Frometed to a censorship. — Rescript : 
oted. 


(4) Memorial from P’an Wei, Governor 
of Kiangsi, proposing the abolition of lekin 
on rice and grain in that province. The 
Memorialist premises that the revenue of 
the Empire and the existence of the people 
imply nothing more than the maintenance 
of the people aud the management of the 
public wealth. To the people ‘food is 
providence’ ; and vice and grain are neces- 
saries of daily life. Public wealth is 
drawn from taxation ; and in the levy of 
imposts some articles should be exempt 
‘from payment. His Majesty is ever 
prompt to relieve thesufferers from calamity 
in any part of His dominions, and it is 
owing to His gracious succour that all 
attain peace and contentment. The 
Memorialist, having seen with his own 
eyes the distress of the people of his pro- 
vince, begs to lay before ‘Their Majesties 
‘his poor but earnest proposals by which 
he hopes to extend the blessings of good 
government, Ki i has not yet re- 
covered from the effects of war; and the 
floods of last year, which moved Her 
Majesty to bestow relief from the funds 
that Her frugality had given Her for the 
exercise of Her charity, were a special 
disaster added to the long standing want 
of the people, whose misery cannot be 
immediately relieved. The Memorialist 
‘made enquiries on his way to his post and 
found that all complained of the lekin. 
He observed, too, how the Customs barriers 
hampered the trade of the poor people. The 
lekin was, he finds, established to defray 
the expenses of war, reorgauisation, and 
subsidies in aid of other provinces, and 
‘the grain lekin is sanctioned by law aud 
long usage. It is, however, objectionable, 
seeing that the same rate is levied now 
that the price has sunk to 2,000 cash a 
picul as when it was several taels, in the 
reigns Hsien Féng and T‘ung Chih ; that 
the tax is paid by the farmers, who also 
pay the land-tax ; that, being levied on a 
ecessary, it oppresses the poor and miser- 
able; and that it has curtailed the trade 
of Kiangsi, a great rice-exporting country. 
The Memorialist is well aware of the iu- 
sufficiency of the public revenue at this 
time aud of the embarrassment likely to 
be caused by the sudden reduction of the 
subsidies by several lakhs of taels; but he 
suggests that the deficit might be made good 
by the payment in full of the regular imposts 
aud the levy of heavy duties on opium and 
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silk and satin—the one an endless source 
of loss, and the other a luxury of the rich. 
He will submit a further report on this 
means of supplying the deficiency in lekin, 
when he has carefully investigated and 
reformed the lekin administration. (See 
Gazette of the March 26th). 

April 12th (K.S. 1x, 11, 6.)—(Court Cir- 
cular.) The wearing of the summer hat 
will commence on the 26th inst. 

(1) Hsii-t‘ung is appointed Chief Exa- 
miner, and Jui-lien, Chang Chih-wan and 
Kuei-héng Assistant Examiners at the 
Metropolitan Examination, which begins 
to-morrow. 

(2-5) Decrees making minor appoint- 
ments in connection with the Examination. 

(6) Hung Chiin (chuang-yiian in 1868) ia 
appointed Chief Supervisor of Instruction. 

The rest of thia day’s Gazette is occupied 
with the report of Puyenuomohu and Yen 
Ching-ming on the*mutiny at the Eastern 
Mausolea, which has already been sum- 
marised in Decree of March 17th. 

April 13th (K.S. 1x, 1, 7.)—No docu- 
ments of importance. 

April 14th (K.S. rx, ur, 8.) —(Court 
Circular) Yao-t‘ien reports the retirement 
in mourning of Hsi-yiian, (who was lately 
appointed Military Governor of Kirin). 

(1-7 Decrees making acting appointments 
to the posts of High Olficials at present 
engaged in the Examination Hall. 

(8) A Decree appointing Hsiieh Yiin- 
shéng to assist in the trial of the Yiiunan 


case. 
(9) Kuang-lin ( B&% fg§) and Lien-ming 


Gt ) are appointed Superintendents 
of the Imperial Mauufactories of Suchou 
and Hangchou respectively. 

(10) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kueichou. A Decree of 18th year of the 
reign Tao Kuang ordered the High Pro- 
vincial Authorities to make a special report 
of all cases of suicide by magistrates and 
higher officials. The Governor now learns 
that, on 5th November, 1882, Ch‘én Ping- 
k‘uei, magistrate of Tung-jén Hsien, who 
had come to the capital for medical treat- 
ment, committed suicide while delirious 
by awallowing opium. The deceased officer 
was 33 years of age, and had been at his 
post only six months. He gained a degree 
of the class at the Palace Examination in 
1877 and was for three years a Bachelor of 
the Hanlin College. His wife, after per- 
forming the last offices to her dead hus- 
band, also took opium and died. Honours 
ate asked for, and granted to her by 
Rescript. 


(11) Jén Tao-jung requests the bestowal 
of an Honorary Portal on the parents of 
the prefect of Chi-nan Fu. This officer, 
who was charged with the management 
of the contributions for the relief of the 
inundated districts of Shantung, himself 
paid the wei-ywans connected with the 
office and also contributed 1,000 wadded 
garments, His mother sold her ornaments 
and subscribed the proceeds, Tls. 1,000. 
His late father, an assistant magistrate, 
devoted the sums that he saved from his 
salary and allowances to the relief of the 
poor and needy. When the place where 
he was living in his old age was harried by 
the rebels, he devised means of relief which 
saved countless lives. He also began the 
repair of the granaries and purchased grain 
to be stored inthem. His fellow-villayers 
atill remember his good deeds and his son 
requests the Governor to authorise his 
being worshipped as one of the worthies of 
his native place. The prefect has, in ac- 
cordance with his father’s dying instruc- 
tions, subscribed Tls. 1,000.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

April 15th (K.S. 1x, ur, 12.)—(1) A 
Decree, in answer to the report of the 
Imperial Clan Court and the Board of 
Punishments on the illegal cultivation of 
government alluvial lands at An Chou in 
Chihli, (see Gazette of 19th January.) 
Wang Fu-hsiang had the hardihood to 
draw up a false rent-roll of alluvial land on 
which cultivation is forbidden, and, in 
concert with Chang Chin-mou, conspired 
with the Lieutenant of the Guards’ Divi- 
sion, Sa-pin, to deceitfully offer the pro- 
prietorship of the Jand to the Duke P‘u- 
t‘ai. He hoped to be made steward of the 
land. For such audacity and wrongdoing 
he is sentenced, as is proposed, to be 
banished forlife to adistant frontier. Chang 
Chin-mou, his accomplice, who persuaded 
Sa-pin to join the plot, is sentenced to 100 
blows and three years’ banishment. Méng 
Ch‘uan-chin, Senior Secretary of the Board 
of Rites, who, well aware that cultivation 
was prohibited, told Sa-pin that the scheme 
might succeed, and drew up the despatch 
to the magistrate, the proclamation, and 
the public notice, and forged another's 
name to them, is dismissed and sent to the 
postroad. Sa-pin, who failed to learn the 
truth before surveying the land offered to 
his master and posting the proclamation, 
is to receive 90 blows and be banished for 
24 years. Neither he nor Wang Fu-hsiang 
will be allowed to remain and attend on 
their aged parents. P‘u-t‘ai, Imperial Duke 
of the first degree, made no enquiry as to 
the legality of the offer of land made to 
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him, but rashly listened to Méng Ch‘uan- 
chin, signed the despatch, etc., and sent 1 
servant to survey the land. He is deprived 
of his title of Duke, and allowed t: 
commute the one year’s detention he i: 
legally liable to. For the rest be it as i: 
proposed. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to the report oi 
the Censorate on Wén-shuo’s proposal t: 
regulate the forma of addressing tl: 
Throne. The Censorate find that th 
Memorial is. throughout arrogant and hy: 
percritical and should not be acted on. 
The Court is always lenient towards officer: 
who transgress the forms proper in me: 
morials. Yet care is necessary, and ail 
officers are exhorted to shew caution i 
deciding the subject of their memorial: 
and respect in the expression of their 
views. Wén-shuo’s Memorial need not b: 
considered. 

(3) A Decree ordering Chin Féng-chi. 
an Officer of the Guards of the 3rd grade. 
to resign his post and appear for trial 
This officer, being summoned for examin: 
tion respecting a charge of destroying : 
charge of destroying a wall and beatin: 
the workmen brought against him by Yi: 
chii, Second Class Assistant, Secretary 
of the Board of Revenue, behaved rudely 
to the Secretary before whom he wa 
summoned and left before the conclusic: 
of the investigation. 

(4) A Decree commanding the Cens: 
Chiin-yi to indicate the grounds for tl: 
charge of corrupt conduct and _ intrigu: 
brought by him against Ch‘ik‘osénpu. 
Secretary in the Bullion Vault of th: 
Household. The Comptroller has reporte:; 
that Ch‘ik‘osénpu’s transfer to the Bullicu! 
Vault from the Satin Store was quite i:.| 
order, and that he had nothing to do wit, 
Wén-lin’s employment as keeper of th:| 
Vault, his promotion to the rank of seco:| 
class Secretary, or. his employment i: 
various other ways. 

(5-6) Decrees ordering the sub-prefe: 
of Nan-ch‘ang Fu and the expectant Ge 
eral, Yang Ch‘i-chén, to be sent by P‘i. 
Wei and Chang Shu-shéng to Chinkian; 
there to be at the disposition of Liu Pin; 
chang. 

(7) Memorial from Li Hung-chang. TI: 
Memorialist was moved to tears of grat: 
tude by the Decree of March 8th, grantin: 
him two months’ leave. Since he wa: 
summoned northwards last autumn an 
sacrificed the rules of propriety to thi 
public weal, his heart has been disquiete 
within him as if oppressed with heavy 
guilt. He has for the few months he hs: 
been at Tiontsin made such dispositions « 
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were required from time to time, but has 
not been able to enter on any wide mea- 
sures. Of late he has beset His Majesty’s 
ear with urgent pleadings, the thought of 
his mother’s body still unburied rendering 
him unconscious of the burdensome itera- 
tion of his cry. It is but natural for a 
man in pain to call on his father, in dis- 
tress and longing to cry to Heaven. Rely- 
ing on the loving affection of a Sovereign 
Father, he simply prayed that his yearning 
might be speedily satisfied and had no care 
for the limits of respectful speech. The 
leave now graciously granted him will not 
only enable His Majesty’s servant to fulfil 
to the uttermost his desire to shew careful 
attention in the performance of the funeral 
rites of hia parent, but will relieve in some 
degree the secret sorrow of an orphan for 
this breach of the rules of propriety. His 
gratitude for His Majesty’s pity and aid 
will last for ever and ever. : 

_ Ohang Shu-shéng reached Tientsin on 
19th March, and the Memorialist, after 
giving over charge to him, proposes to 
start on 29th March for his home. He 
will go up the River by steamer. — Re- 
script : Noted. 

April 16th (K.S. rx. m1. 10)—The follow- 
‘ing are the subjects for essay and verse 
somposition at the first course of the 
sxamination for the degree of metropolitan 
zraduate :— 

1.—* He who knew its meaning would 
jnd it as easy to govern the empire as to 
ook on this.” (Lun Yé Bk. III C. ii. 
‘Legge’s Classics Vol. I p. 22.) 

2.—‘‘ Accomplished, distinctive, concen- 
wrative, and searching, fitted to exercise 
liscrimination.” (Chung Yung C. XXXT 
31. Legge’s Classics Vol. I p. 292.) 

- 3.—'*The subject [of the Ch’un Ch’iu] 
‘was the affairs of Huan of Ch’i and Wén of 
Shin, and its style was the historical.” 
Mencius Bk. IV, Part II, C. 21 § 3. 
Legge’s Classic Vol. II, p. 203.) 

' 4,—Subject for verse composition, ‘‘[A 
iky that’s free of clouds, a moon that clear 
llumines night], followed by dawn with 
»pening flowers and cheerful song of birds.” 

Verses to be sixteen lines in length, eight 
of which are to rhyme with the character 


OW én : each line to consist of five 


sharacters. 

April 17th (K.S. 1x, m, m.)—(1) A 
Decree. Ch‘én Haito-fén, Sub-Expositor 
xf the Hanlin, reports that the printing 
locks of the Imperial Printing Office are 
ncomplete, and requests that orders may 
»e given to have the deficiency supplied. 
set the Princes and Ministers concerned 
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ascertain what blocks are missing, and first 
complete the blocks for the Classics ; and 
gradually engrave the text of the other 
work so that they may be fit for Our 
perusal. 

(2) A Decree directing Ch‘éng-fu to take 
temporary charge of the office of Governor 
of Honan, Ch‘ing-yii to proceed with all 
speed to his new post, and T‘ang Chiin- 
p‘ei to act as Director-General of the Grain 
Transport. 

(3) A Decree. The Censor Chiin-yi, 
who was ordered to indicate the grounds 
for his charge of corruption against 
Ch‘ik‘osénpu, Secretary of the Bullion 
Nault, asserts that the Secretary held a 
lucrative office and an important commis- 
sion at the same time, and that he would 
not have ventured to bring groundess 
charges against him, had not his conduct 
been the subject of general comment. The 
Comptroller has already reported that 
Ch‘ik‘osénpu has been guilty of no impro- 
per conduct. The charges need not, 
therefore, be considered. Let the Comp- 
troller from time to time make impartial 
enquiry as to Oh‘ik‘osénpu’s fitness for his 
post. Though Censors are permitted to 
inform Us of what they learn by report, 
they are bound to make careful examina- 
tion and to announce only what is well- 
founded. If they try to win a name for 
boldness of speech by recklessely making 
utterly baseless denunciations, their con- 
duct will hardly escape Our notice. 

(4) Ch‘én Ch‘i-t‘ai is appointed Censor 
on the Honan Circuit. 

April 18th (K.S. 1x, m, 12.)—(1) 


Haiang-lin Ged: is appointed Chancel- 
lor of the Grand Secretariat with the 
brevet rank of Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites. 

(2) A Decree, in answer to a Memorial 
from the Board of Civil Office, recommend- 
ing that T‘u Tsung-ying be degraded two 
steps and be removed to another post. By 
special favour this penalty is changed to 
loss of office with retention in his. present 
post. The Heads of Departments and se- 
cretaries of the Board of Punishments are 
allowed to forfeit steps of commutative 
rank in place of the deprivation of salary 
to which they are liable. 

(3) Memorial from Ming-an, Military 
Governor of Kirin. The Memorialist from 
his youth up has been subject to attacks of 
asthma every autumn. In 1881 he had to 
ask for sick-leave for this reason, and last 
November he twice explained to His Ma- 
jesty the severity of his malady, and was 
granted two months’ congé. He hoped to 
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be able to resume his duties this spring ; 
but not only does his old complaint con- 
tinue uncured, but he suffers also from 
giddiness and sleeplessness. He is loth to 
lightly abandon his endeavour to repay by 
lifelong devotion the extraordinary favour 
of His Majesty ; but, in spite of the efforts 
of several physicians, the approach of spring 
has only aggravated hissickuess; his stomach 
and liver are affected ; he sutfers pain in 
his side and loins, so that sleep and 
appetite both fail him; day by day he 
grows more emaciated, enervated, andailing. 
At the end of last year he could converse 
with his subordinates for an hour and read 
public documents for some time seated in 
an erect posture ; now the least thought 
brings on palpitation of the heart and gid- 
diness; a few minutes’ conversation renders 
him breathless and confused. 

The Memorialist is naturally delicate, and 
over-application in his youth impaired his 
constitution. The climate of Kirin is cold, 
and his illness is deepseated. If he take 
strengthening medicines, he suffers from 
asthma; if he take cooling drugs, he is 
attacked by dysentery. He is only fifty-six 
years of age, and, in spite of long illness, 
his strength has not yet failed. He ascribes 
the severity of his illness to the want of good 
medical attendance in a remote and retired 
spot. Hoe fears that, if this opportunity 
of repairing his health be missed, he will 
never be able to fulfil the Court’s behests 
or his own eager desire to do his duty to 
his country. The change from military to 
civil administration now taking place in 
Kirin requires close attention and careful 
management, of which he feels himself just 
now incapable. He must, therefore, re- 
quest leave to retire and attend to his 
health. If he regain his strength he will 
request further employment. He hopes to 
be able to await the arrival of his successor, 
whom he prays His Majesty to speedily 
appoint.—See Gazette of 31st March for 
Decree permitting Ming-an to retire. 

April 19th (K.S. 1x, 11, 13.)—The follow- 
ing are the subjects for the essays at the 
second course of the examinations for the 
degree of metropolitan graduate :— 

a.—‘* Wherefore do men plan, wherefore 
are they anxious? The whole world come 
to the same goal by diverse roads, reach 
the same end by many methods.” (Yi 
Ching.) 

b.—“‘ The nine branches of the Ho were 
conducted by their proper channels.” 
(Shu Ching, Tribute of Yi, Legge’s Classics 
Vol. III Part I p. 99.) 

c.—‘*By daily progress and monthly 
advance, I will learn and hold fast the 
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gleams (of knowledge) till I arrive « 
bright intelligence” (Shih Ching, Legge’ 
Classics Vol. 1V Part II p. 50). 

d.—‘*In the second year of Duke Cha 
the Marquis of Chin sent Han Chi Lu ox 
a complimentary mission” (Ch‘un Ch‘iu, 
Legge’s Classics Vol. V Part II p. 582). 

e.—‘‘ Panicled millet is styled hsiang | 


BBR ®) ; spiked millet is called Asiang ¢! 


(¥apee).” (Li Chi). 
7s cist 4 igs 

(1) Ch‘én Hsi-ling is appointed Sud- 
Director of the Court of State Ceremonial: 
Ting Chén-to, Censor on the Chékiau: 
Circuit; and Fu-hua (a Taotai at 
Jehole. 

(2) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian and Yii-k‘uar 
report that an expectant Major, nance! 
Yang Ming-shéng, committed suicide i: 
his quarters at Mao-ming Hsien on 2n' 
September, 1882. The deceased had re- 
ceived the decoration of a peacock: 
feather for his services in Kansu, Ssi: 
ch‘uan, and Kueichou, and was a: 
tached to the left battalion of the Ka: 
chou regiment. On the 31st August h: 
was suddenly seized with madness, bu: 
recovered after a short time. Careful iu- 
vestigation proves that there is no othe: 
cause but another fit of lunacy to b: 
assigned for his committing suicide.— 
Rescript: Noted. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Pien Pav- 
ti. The Office of Transmission returne: 
him his Memorial congratulating He: 
Majesty the Empress on the New Year 
because the envelope was soiled. He foun. 
that there was a spot on the envelop: 
caused by perspiration on the hand of th: 
clerk who enclosed the document. He »! 
filled with dismay at his failure to detect 1'| 
before and requests that he may be hande. 
over to the Board for the determination | 
the penalty he has incurred.—Rescript 
Let him be handed over to the Board f:: 
the determination of the legal penalty. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from  Hsi 
ch‘ang, Imperial Agent at Urga. For tl: 
last ten years or more the four tribes .. 
the Khalkas have made a custom of repor:: 
ing that they were suffering from scarcity 
whether the harvest was plenteous or no: 
Such deliberate wickedness brought c: 
them the misfortune they merited. La: 
year on their portion of the Desert of Gvi 
not a blade of grass was to be found a: 
the trade route was blocked with sno« 
The traders could not hire camels even 3 
40 or 50 taels a head. In view of tl. 
heavy expense of keeping the Kirin for:. 
at Urga, the Memorialist directed a depu:. 
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of the Military Secretariat to consult with 
the chieftains how camels to transport the 
baggage could be obtained. Ch‘élintorchi, 
Tsétsén Khan, the new Head of the 
League, took the lead and offered to sup- 
ply camels free of charge. Other chieftains 
followed his example, and already over 
1,500 camels have been collected, for 
which the Memorialist has paid a nominal 
price of Tis. 4 per head. He asks for 
marks of approbation for the Mongol 
chieftains and nobles, who have thus saved 
the treasury large sums. — Granted by 
Rescript. 

April 20th (K.S. rx, m1, 14.)—(1) Ch‘ien 
Kuei-sén is appointed Assistant Supervisor 
of Instruction. 

(2) Memorial from Wen-shuo, proposing 
reform in the form of memorials. Accord- 
ing to the Imperial Regulations for state- 
ments to the Throne there are, besides 
routine reports, memorials, minutes, and 
memoranda handed to His Majesty. Of 
these only memorials and postscripts are 
employed for representations as to ques- 
tions of government. Though not iden- 
tical in form, routine reports and me- 
morials both aim at bringing matters 
to His Majesty’s notice or sugyest- 
ing reforms. The essential point in 
such papers is that they be correct, re- 
spectful, sincere, and trathful, and they 
must be written equally, properly, and 
intelligibly. The language should be suit- 
ed to the circumstances of the case. The 
value of the arguments will depend on the 
writer, and no definite form can be as- 
signed them beforehand. But carelessness 
and negligence that transgress the Con- 
stitution cannot be allowed. ‘The Memo- 
rialist objects to the custom of neylecting 
the substance for the sake of the form, 
and of searching out archaic and recon- 
dite phrases, that has lately grown tco 
prevalent. Although verbal errors are 
not to be rigidly scrutinised, yet the 
correct principle of the Ch’un Ch’iu, 
that honouring the King is the foremost 
essential, should be the rule in memorials 
as in history. The faults the Memorialist 
would bring to His Majesty’s notice are as 
follows :— 

a.—The contraction of the names of 
places and the use of terms other than 
those laid down in the Institutes, for the 
sake of brevity. Long custom has almost 
justified this practice as regards China ; 
but to contract the oflicial designations for 
places beyond the northern and western 
frontier is to render them unintelligible. 
Still worse is the mutilation of names of 
places and officers in Manchuria. 
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b.—The contraction of the titles of the 
reigns of former sovereigns. 

c.—The disrespect shown by Wu Ta- 
ch’éng, and even Ming-an, in complaining 
of the remote and isolated position of 
Ninguta, a place near Hot‘uala, the cradle 
of this Dynasty. 

d.—The drafts of documents on public 
business are prepared by secretaries and 
clerks, and the above faults may be a- 
scribed merely to hasty revision ; but the 
Censors have no such excuse. ‘There are 
rules even for straightforward representa- 
tions. Although the members of the Cen- 
sorate are the ears and eyes of the Sover- 
eign aud are by law permitted to report 
what they hear, they should say only what 
may be said and what ought to.be said. 
Thus they may suggest reform and restora- 
tion of regulations or measures that have 
fallen into desuetude ; they may even make 
objections and remonstrances. But they 
must never attempt to interfere with the 
Constitution or the Prerogative, as by in- 
dic.ting special ministers as suitable men 
to conduct an enquiry, or by bringing 
groundless charges against an individual 
in his private capacity. 

e.—Moreover Liu En-p‘u submitted his 
proposals for enforcing the rules for atten- 
dance at Court and at State Worship as 
postscripts to his denunciation of Chiin- 
ch‘i. Such impropriety is utterly at va- 
riance with the need of order and regard 
for congruity inculcated in the Imperial 
Precepts, and with the Decree of the Em- 
peror Chia Ch‘ing against uselessly multi- 
plying postscripts. In the case of joint 
representations the breach of the rules is 
still more flagrant. 

f.—In returning thanks for the Em- 
peror’s Favour, truth and sincerity are to 
be valued. The Manchu officials should 
express their gratitude in Manchu, as 
should the Mongols and Chinese Banner- 
men. The lack of copyists in the provinces 
forced the officials to alter the rule. But 
now-a-days this temporary expedient is 
become a custom,:and the use of parallel 
sentences has lately come into vogue. 
Though these compositions are -elegant, 
refined, and ornate, they offend against 
the old usage of sincerity. Moreover what 
is the worth of the quotations and stereo- 
typed phraseology which they learn from 
their clerks ? 

g-—Feigned modesty and false humility 
and the refusal of what should be accepted 
are not esteemed by the Manchus. Pao- 

' t‘ing, an Imperial clansman, dared to de- 
cline a post for which he was properly 
; eligible; he was guilty even of grosser 
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impropriety in saying that ‘‘he had ten- 
dered advice and remonstrance and had 
expostulated with his Sovereign.” His 
conduct savours of craft and ambition, and 
is altogether contrary to ancient Manchu 
custom. Why could he not set an example 
to posterity of the ‘‘ devotion to the public 
service and truth and respectful service,” 
that he talked of? The Memorialist’s aim 
being to renovate the old customs, as he 
could not ‘put aside’ Pao-t‘ing’s ‘ good 
words because of the character of the 
speaker,’ so neither dares he forgive his 
errors. - 

The above-mentioned faults are the most 
serious of the innumerable errors to be 
found in memorials of late years. If they 
are allowed to increase as years go on, 
they will injuriously affect in no small 
degree the administration and instructions 
of His Majesty and the morals of the 
people.—(See Decrees of March 28th and 
April 15th.) 

April 21st (K.S. rx, m, 15.)—(1) A 
Decree, in reply to a Memorial from Pao- 
yiin on the abilities of the Colonels of the 
Manchu Bordered Blue Banner. Haiang- 
t‘ai, Colonel and Adjutant, has of late 
shewn signs of failing powers and is re- 
ported to arbitrarily take up and abandon 
matters of business. He is for the present 
deprived of his post as adjutant, and the 
authorities of his Banner will enquire into 
his conduct as Oolonel from time to time 
and rigorously denounce him if he be 
found guilty of deceit. An acting Captain 
is deprived of his appointment for want of 
straightforward conduct of his business ; 
and an hereditary Captain, who is neg- 
ligent, is handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to P’éng Yi-lin’s 
request that his appointment as President 
of the Board of War may be rescinded on 
account of his ill-health, ordering him to 
come to Peking for audience as soon as 
his health improves. He need not vacate 
his post. 

(3) Wén-shuo requests that the custom 
of quoting only a portion of the Imperial 
Rescript handing an affair over to a Board 
or a High Officer in the report made to the 
Throne may be prohibited. The use of 
et cetera for the sake of brevity, which has 
arisen of late years, displays a want of care 
and a haste aud negligence that are most 
improper. In cases where it is incon- 
venient to publish the whole of a memo- 
rial, the Grand Council should eliminate 
such sections as they deem fit ; but in the 
final report the whole text of the original 
statement should be quoted, that due 
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weight may be given to the words of th: 
Sovereign and that diligence may be di: 
played.—(See Decree of March 28th.) 

(4) The Censor Chiin-yi complains thx 
the Wu Gate of the Palace is not regular! 
opened at a fixed time, especially when th: 
Plain Yellow Banner is on duty. Fre 
quently at sunrise the guards are still fa: 
asleep, and the officials and runners wh: 
have business inside have to stand or squa 
about and wait. Any complaint of their 
delay is met with ridicule and banter by 
the soldiers, who delay still more in order 
to prove their power. The Memorialis 
ascribes the delay to two causes: want « 
strictness on the part of the warder, aud 
the constant gambling and drinking of th 
guard, which render early rising impossible. 
He begs that enquiry may be made into 
this unconstitutional state of matters, (Se 
Decree of 31st March.) 

April 22nd (K.S. 1x, m1, 16.)}—(1) The 
Governor of Kianysu reports the despatch 
by sea of the first instalment of the fleet ci 
junks laden with the grain tribute for 
1882. The fleet, which consists of a hu: 
dred sail, and carries a total 221,601 piculs, 
exclusive of waste allowance, rations, etc., 
left Woosung on 13th March, and assem- 
bled at Ch‘ung Ming, where they will wait 
for a favorable wind to commenee the voy: 
age northwards.—Rescript ; Noted. 

(2) Memorial from Wén-shuo reporting 
that, on April 2nd, the ex-Censor Chan; 
Kuan-chun came to call on him, and, when 
his servaut stated that he was not at home, 
said he would call again, as he had import. 
ant business with him and must see him. 
The Memorialist has never had any inter- 
course with Chang Kuan-chun and wasata 
loss to explain his purpose in calling. After 
much consideration, he surmises that 
Chang Kuan-chun may have mistaken his 
censure of Lin En-p‘u’s improper denu- 
ciation of Chiin-ch‘i’s private life for inter- 
ested pleading for that dull, worthless in- 
dividual, and so hoped to serve his private 
ends. The Memorialist indignantly dis. 
claims any secret motive in the represen: 
tations he had made during his thirty 
years’ career. His representations may 
have erred from inexperieuce or want of 
ability ; but he is certain that he never 
made the public service a cloak for his 
private interests. Not ouly would he 
never stain his character as a Manchu by 
deceitful arts, but he cvuld never delibe- 
rately prove ungrateful for His Majesty's 
protection by seeking reputation or popu- 
larity by unworthy means, Words cannot 
express his grateful sense of the favour 
which he has so lung enjoyed. But, alas! 
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.nen’s minds have of late become mean and 
“suspicious, so that his conduct in the case 
of Ku Ming-ch‘é6n last autumn was ascribed 
i0 interested motives. In that affair he 
.scted boldly in obedience to the dictates of 
sonscience, remembering that even scholars 
nust not be unduly screened and that it is 
»0ssible to be too critical even of the rich, 
snowing, too, that in questions concerning 
she Laws and Constitution his own private 
seputation became of secondary importance. 
3ince he was conscious of no fault, he did 
aot grieve over the uumerited slander that 
ae might incur. Now Chang Kuan-chun 
aas the audacity to tempt and insult him. 
he ex-Censor has proved himself utterly 
stupid and shameless, and deserves no 
‘mercy. The Memorialist requests that an 
investigation he held by the Censurate 
into Chang Kuan-chun’s relations with 
‘him and his “important matter of busi- 
ness.” —(See Decree of Sth April.) 

(3) Hsi-ch‘ang reports the measures taken 
by him to secure full p»yment to the 
Mongols of the price of the firewood pur- 
chased for the Kirin force at Urga, and 
the steps taken to purchase sheep at a 
reasonable rate for the use of the troops. 
The Mongols used to charze three or four 
times the regular price, 7 or 8 mace, but 
3,000 have been obtained through the 
Tséts6én and ‘T‘ushet‘u Khans at Tis. 1.3 
per sheep.—Rescript: Noted. 

April 23rd (K.S. 1x, 111, 17).—(1) Post- 
script Memorial from Cl‘éu Shib-chieh, 
Yu Ho-ch‘uan returned to the provincial 
capital on 17th March after surveying the 
upper course of the Yellow River down to 
Li-ch‘éng. ‘The lower course is still more 
silted up than the upper, so that, when a 
freshet occurs, the dykes are either burst 
ov submerged in many places. The Memo- 


rialist, having settled in some degree the — 


business handed over to him by Jén Tao- 
jung, proposes to start with Yii Po-ch‘uan 
on 21st March to devise means af repairing 
the breaches in the embankments before 
the ‘‘ peach term,” and will examine the 
course of the River on his way.—Rescript : 
Noted. . 
(2) Postscript Memorial from Ho-ching. 
On 9th December 1882 about 10 p.m., a 
slight shock of earthquake was felt at 
Foochow ; no damage was done to life or 
property. From the 9th and 14th Decem- 
ber several shocks, more or less severe, 
were experienced in Furmosa. In T‘ai-pei 
Fu and its districts, Tamsui, Hsin-chu, 
‘and I-lan no houses were overthrown, and 
the prefectual city of Taiwan and the 
district of Héng-ch‘un also escaped injury. 


But the walls of the public buildings and | 
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barracks at An-p‘ing were either cast 
down or cracked. In the two districts of 
Féng-shan and Chiao-i a score of houses 
were wrecked and two or three persons 
were killed or injured. The public ottices 
and gaol of the former place were also 
ruined. The.earth opened in the waste 
land of the East Village of Féug-shan ; 
and in Chang-hua Hsien five persons 
were crushed in the ruins of their houses, 
the West Gate bastion of the district 
city was ruined and over 10 chang of the 
wall at the South Gate were injured. The 
provincial commissioners having forwarded 
the report of the local authorities, the 
Memorialist, considering that, though 
earthquakes are common in Formosa, the 
circumstances of this case are somewhat 
grave, has ordered investigation to be made 
and relief given. Chang Chao-tung, who is 
making a tour through the island, reports 
that the people are peaceful.—A Rescript 
approves of aid being given. 

(3) Ina Postscript Memorial, P‘éng Tsu- 
hsien supports the application of the magis- 
trate of T'ien-mén Hsien and others that 
honours may be awarded to two ladies 
named Chu, who, being left widows at an 
early age, displayed in au eminent degree 
wifely constancy, and, on the fall of Hang- 
chou, committed suicide to escape fal- 
ling into the hands of the rebels. —Granted 
by Rescript. 

April 24th (K.S. 1x, m1, 18th).—(1) 
Report from Pi T’ao-yuan and Chou Chia- 
mei on Ch‘éng Tuan’s charge against the 
magistrate of Ch‘ang-p‘ing Chou of inciting 
persons to bring unfounded charges of ex- 
tortion and tyranny against him (See 
Gazettes of 29th August and 5th Septem- 
ber, 1882). He also included an occasion 
of releasing the men who were responsible 
for the loss of doorposts from the Hall of 
Sacrifice at one of the Ming Tombs and 
the disappearance of several trees. A 
thorough investigation has now been held 
and the following facts ascertained. The 
persons accused of stealing the doorposts 
etc., were released because no evidence 
against them could be produced and one 
of them could prove an alibi. It is un- 
animously asserted by the guardians that 
Ch‘éng Tuan levied illegal rent, but, 
as the enquiries instituted seem to show 
that both Ch‘éng Tuan and the holders 


of land under leases from him are to 
blame, and as thorough investigation 
would cause much trouble, Ch‘éng 


Tuan escapes the penalty he deserves. 
The appointment and dismissal of guar- 
dians lad come into the power of the - 
Yén En before Ch‘sng Tuan succeeded tu 


that title. The change from the regula- 
tion of Kienlung entrusting the appoint- 
ment to the local authorities came about 
gradually. Moreover several officers who, 
when inagistrate of Ch‘ang-p‘ing, followed 
the new custom, deserve reprobation as 
much as Ch‘eng Tuan. This should be 
considered by the Board which has been 
ordered to determine the penalty he has 
incurred. The charge against the magis- 
trate of maintenance of a criminal charge 
is unfounded.—Referred to the Board. 


(2) Iu a Postscript, Pi Tao-yuan and his - 


colleague represent that Ch‘eng T‘uan’s 
improper conduct was the result of his 
poverty and suggest that his salary be paid 
in full, or else that he be given an allow- 
ance of Tls. 800 a year drawn from the 
rents of bauner property, that he may 
keep up the sacrifices at the Tombs. 

April 25th (K.S. 1x, 1, 19.)—(1) Post- 
script Memorial from Pien Pao-ti. The 
former Governor, Li Ming-ch‘ih, applied 
for some mark of approbation for Yang 
I-chén, a retired Second Assistant Secretary 
of the Board of War, who contributed 
property worth 13,700 ch‘wan for educa- 
tional purposes and for the establishment 
of a public ferry in Wu-ling Hsien, his 
mative district. The Board objected that 
the value of the gift was not stated in taels, 
and that the application did not specify 
whether Yang I-chén or his son, who 
assisted in his good works, was to be 
rewarded. The Memorialist has now to 
inform His Majesty that the property in 
‘question was, at the time the gift was 
made, worth over Tis. 8,200, and that 
honours are requested for Yang I-chén 
alone.—Rescript : Let the Board take note. 

(2) In another Postscript, Pien Pao-ti 
asks for the dismissal of a discharged ex- 
ile Captain of Irregulars, who made 

imself a public nuisance by his bullying 
and fondness for litigation, and who refused 
to plead when summoned on a charge of 
forcibly removing public grain and felling 
public timber ; and of a licentiate who, 
while in prison on a charge of being in 
Jeague with a band of wreckers on the 
Tung-ting Lake, stirred up others to go to 
law.—Granted by Rescript. 

April 26th (K.S. rx, m1, 20.)—(Court 
Circular) The 1st May is the date fixed for 
the Further Fxamination of the Imperial 
Clansmen, who have passed the Metropo- 
litan Examination. 

(Note. Imperial Clansmen obtain the 
degree of provincial or metropolitan gradu- 
ate at a separate examination held on the 
day after the regular examination is con- 
cluded. The competitors do not require 
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to be licentiates. The subjects are oi- 
essay on a sentence from the Four Bo; 
and one piece of poetry. This year -": 
competed on 23rd April for two degrees | 
which were gained by the son of Sunyg-se:.| 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites « 
Moukden, and by the brother of Mien! 
formerly Vice-President of the Board «; 
Revenue at Moukden.] 


(1) Huang Chao-lin (fa AR FB) is ar: 
pointed Prefect of Ta-t'uny Fu, Shansi. | 
(2) A Decree bestowing a button of t’: 
first rank on Wan-fu, who, after a disti. 
guished career, retired in the reign Hsi-:'! 
féng with the full pay of his rank as Bri_adi:.! 
of Su-chou in Kansu. Poyennomohu re: 
ports that Wan-fu is now one hundred ye: 
of age and still in vigorous health. T:. 
Board of Rites will consider and rep.:. 

on the honours due to him. 

(3) Chang Shu-shéng reports the tr: 
and summary execution of a man gui: 
of murdering four persons. The circu; 
stances of the care are as follows :—\\ 
Kao shit was the second wife of Wu Chi: 
li, who died without issue in 1876. H: 
cousin, Wu Hsiang, hoped to succeed : 
his property ; but Wu Kao shih bore a pus: 
humous son to Wu Chin-li. She got W! 
Hsiang a wife and the three lived togethe: 
till Wu Kao shih formed an illicit ov 
nexion with Wu Ching-yii, her cousi. |! 
husband, who assisted her to manage i: 
affairs. .On the night of 11th Octob:: 
1882, Wu Hsiang and his two brother: 
learning that Wu Ching-yii was in Wu ki 
shih’s house, made their way into the cour: 
yard. Wu Ching-yii, supposing they we: 
robbers, rushed out with drawn swor: 
and was met with threats and blows. Aft: 
a short struggle he succeeded in mortai: 
wounding all three assailants. Wu Haiany 
wife, finding that he did not return, i 
duced another cousin of Wu Chin-li’s«. 
go in search of the brothers; but he t 
was slain by Wu Ching-yii. Wau Kao si 
was too much terrified to cry out, as was: 
labourer, who saw the affray through : 
crack in the door of the courtyard. ‘Th: 
relatives of the deceased reported tl. 
murders, an inquest was held, and the fac’ 
have been clearly proved at the trial he. 
in the provincial capital. Wu Ching-: 
has been executed by the ling ch‘th proces: 
and his property given to the families 
the murdered men. His wife is banish: 
for life toa penal settlement on the nei 
frontier. His daughter, who was betroth: 
to Wu Kao shih’s son before their pare: 
formed an unlawful connexion,  escap:! 
punishment. Wu Kao shih is sentenc:- 
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to one month in the cangue and 100 blows, 
but is allowed to ransom herself. The 
‘labourer, who witnessed the crime, is not 
punished for his silence on account of the 
sudden and terrible nature of the occur- 
rence.—Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments, 

April 27th (K.S. 1x, m1, 21.)—(1) A 
Deeree ordering the 132 successful candi- 
dates at the Examination of Werthies of 
Literature, who were presented to His 
Majesty yesterday, to be employed as dis- 
trict magistrates, petty officials, or officers 
of education. 
' «2) A Decree. On receipt of Yu Po- 
ch‘uan’s report of his survey of the Yellow 
River and of the joint report of Yu Po- 
ch‘ua and Ch‘én Shih-chieh on the condi- 
tion of the lower course of the Yellow 
River, We ordered these officers to recon- 
sider the whole question and jointly report 
‘to Us the result of their deliberations. 
‘They now report that they propose te 
forthwith build supporting lines of dykes 
and to open up the T‘u-kai and Ma-chia 
rivers so as to divide the River into sepa- 
rate channels; and that the proposal to 
deepen the MHsiao-ch‘ing river to eut 
through the dykes at a distance from the 
River is impracticable. Let the Board of 
‘Revenue and Works speedily deliberate 
and report. The three Memorials, two 
Postscripts and one map are to be issued to 
the Boards. 

(3) Pai Huan (EFA 
Director of the Court ot the Imperial Stud. 
_ (4) Mu T‘u-shan reports the despatch of 
of Tls. 5,000: to Peking. This is the first 
‘half of the contribution due from the Fu- 
kien Maritime Customs the-expenses of the 
Imperial Household.—Rescript: Noted. 

. April 28th (K.S. 1x, m1, 22.)—(1) Ch‘ung 
-Li is appointed Director of the Banqueting 
Court. 

: (2) A Decree, in reply to a- memorial 
from Pien Pao-ti, directing the Governors 
of Hupei, Kiangsi, and Kuangsi to have 
the property of several deceased officials 
confiscated. These officers at the time of 
‘their decease owed large sums to Govern- 
ment on account of the taxes, which, in 
spite of requisition, their families have not 
paid. 

(3) and (4) Liu Pin-chang reports his 
arrival at the capital of Uhékiang on March 


20th, and Té-hsing reports handing over 


charge to him on 24th March. 

_ (5) Té-hsing, in a Postscript Memorial, 
feports the despatch to Peking of Tis. 
15,000, on account of subsidy and expenses 
.of the Household. The salt revenue of 
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), is appointed 


Chékiang has this year to contribute Ts. 
220.000 as subsidy and Tls. 50,000 to the 
Imperial Household.—Rescript: Let the 
offices concerned take note. ~ 

(6) Memorial from the High Authorities 
of Fukien praying for a further reduction 
of the lekin on salt in that province. 

The Memorialists observe that the col- 
lection of salt tax, waste-allowance, and 
lekin, begun when the system of licences to 
convey salt was introduced in Fukien 
provided an easy method of increasing the 
receipts. The change in the circumstances 
of the case has, however, rendered it 
impossible to religiously observe the estab- 
lished system. In the first place, the con- 
sumption of Fukien salt has decreased. 
In 1866 the salt administration of the sur- 
rounding provinces had not been restored, 
and such was the demand for salt in Fukien, 
that over Tis. 405,300 were collected in the 
first year of the new system. Now peace 
has long been re-established, the salt areas 
are strictly defined, and the demand for 
Fukien salt is small. Secondly, it is more 
difficult than formerly to repress smuggling. 
The facility with which salt can be obtained 
on the sea-board encourages smugglers. 
Formerly, the large body of irregulars kept 
up for the defence of the province against 
the rebels was employed also to prevent 
smuggling. Now the troops are few, the 
smugglers proportionately emboldened, ang 
the Fukien salt traders too poor to keep 
up a thorough preventive service. Thirdly, 
in former days the salt was consumed as 
soon as it reached the marts ; now a fresh. 
allotment is put on the market before 
the former stock is exhausted ; and, be- 
sides, the merchants are pressed to buy 
extra licences, the value of which is de- 
voted to the payment of miscellaneous 
expenses. The result is. that there are 
60,000 licences bought on which salt has 
not yet been demanded, the traders are 
ruined, and the balance of allotments: 
carried over from year to year. This is 
due to the system of collecting half the 
lekin on the sale of the warrant, half on 
the sale of the salt. Now, the tax being 
levied on salt consumed, if the sale is 
smail, the receipts must suffer. The con- 
sequence is that, though since 1868 
the tax and lek» on the warrants have 
been duly collected, the arrears grow more 
and more enormous. ‘The system of reckon- 
ing only the ready money in hand in re- 
porting the sale to the Throne makes it 
appear that the full allotment has not been 
got into consumption. But, if the unused 
warrants and the stock of salt in store be 
reckoned, there is no deficit. ‘Lhe Memor- 
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ialists would therefore urge that some 
steps be taken to facilitate the consumption 
of the salt and improve the trade. If the 
change in the circumstances of the case 
be not taken into account, utter stagnation 
of trade must soon result. When the war- 
rant system was introduced, it was proposed 
to levy half a tael of lekin for every tael 
of tax, so as to supply military expenses. 
The twenty-three stations in Shao-wu and 
other districts were yearly assessed at 
Tis. 14,749 lekin, a sum which was after- 
wards reduced one-fifth. In 1872 the High 
Authorities applied for a farther reduction 
of three-tenths, but the proposal was 
negatived by the Buard. Ten years have 
passed since then, during which the govern- 
ment traders have had to pay an annual 
sum, for tax, waste, lekin and extra allot- 
ment, of more than Tis. 400,000. During 
this period floods have been of frequent 
occurrence, and unexpected disasters have 
led to applications four postponement of 
the collection of the salt tax and lekin, for 
extra issue of warrants in place of those 
lost, or for delay in reporting to the Throne 
the sale of the annual allotment. All these 
attempts to revive the oppressed trade 
have been fruitless. Officials and traders 
are embarrassed almost beyond the pos- 
sibility of recovery. ‘The merchants have 
frequently applied for the total abolition 
of the salt lekin, setting forth their diffi- 
culties in earnest and truthful language. 
Although, in view of the effect on the 
subsidy to the.Capital, it is impossible to 
grant their request, the Salt Comptroller 
advises a farther reduction of one-fifth in 
the lekin levied in the twenty-three stations 
of the Western Circuit. The Memorialists 
approve this proposal, which they hope will 
enable the salt trade of Fukien to revive. 
—Referred to the Board of Revenue. 

Apri], 29th.—(K.S. 1x, I, 23.)—(1) 
Report of the Censorate on Wen-shuo’s 
Memorial (of 20th April) proposing the 
regulation of the form of Memorials. 
Though none of Wen-shuo’s proposals, 
except the two approved of in His Majesty’s 
Decree of 28th March, seem to’ the Memo- 
rialists to involve any essential point in 
the manner of addressing the Throne, His 
Majesty’s orders render it incumbent on 
them to examine the Chancellor’s Memo- 
rial point by point. 

(a) They find no danger to the Preroga- 
tive in the practice of suggesting special 
officers by name to investigate cases. His 
Majesty is hardly likely to be swayed by 
the representations of minor officials. 

(b) Wén-shuo’s objection to the presenta- 
tion of postscript memorials by several 
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officers conjointly is just enough ; bu. 
as he does not specify any case, investivs 
tion is impossible. 

(c) The increased use of postscripts, or: 
ginally caused by the pressure of busine: 
in time of war, seems to the Censors: 
unobjectionable, if used to elucidate dit: 
ult points in a complicated report. Th: 
Decree of Chia Ch‘ing, quoted by Wer. 
shuo, does not apply especially to Censor: 
Liu En-p‘u’s denunciation of Chun-cl 
led to his being found guilty : Wén-shw: 
criticisms savour of an underhand attacl. 
Moreover the Chancellor found fault wi 
the Censors who denounced Chung-li ju: 
as he now does with Liu En-p‘u. Iynora: 
people will be apt to ascribe his advocacy 
of these men to the fact of their bei; 
Comtrollers of the Household. 

-(d) In his condemnation of the use « 
Chinese and of balanced sentences by Mai. 
chn officers, Wén-shuo seems to lose sigi 
of the fact that Manchu and Chinese «: 
of equal importance in the eyes of th: 
dynasty, and that among the writings :: 
former Emperors and of the famous oftice: 
who aided in founding the Empire a 
many examples of balanced sentences. 

(e) The Memorialists find that Pao-t‘in:: 
refusal of the post of Vice-President : 
quite justifiable and in accordance wi: 
precedent. If Wén-shuo considers au. 
conduct good only in Chinese officials, |: 
is purely hypercritical, The Chancell.: 
omits to mention when it was that Pa: 
t‘ing declined office. ‘He has already bee 
punished, and yet Wén-shuo finds fai 
with the true modesty shewn by him. H: 
mean spirit prevents his arguing just; 
In short, except the contraction of name: 
etc., noticed in His Majesty’s Decree, Wu 
shuo’s proposals are unworthy of consider: 
tion. 

The Memorialists have a further r 
quest to make. Their Majesties, in the: 
anxiety to perfect their administration, all” 
great latitude in the representations of t:: 
Censors, and graciously pass over aslix: 
faults in the language used. How then c: 
their servants be allowed to shew less cc. 
sideration ? Wén-shuo makes a practice: 
recklessly rebuking members of the Ce: 
sorate: he seems to have adopted the tc: 
of admonition and reproof so common ©: 
those Precepts of Former Emperors whi. 
he studies so earnestly. His case is an 
logous to that of Wu Hsiung-kuang, Vir: 
roy of the Hukuang Provinces, who, in t!: 
reign Chia Ch‘ing, was rebuked for th: 
severity of his orders to his subordinate 
due to his long experience in composi: 
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Decrees, as a secretary of the Giand Coun- B| 


cil. The Chancellor’s conduct seems, also, 
to resemble the practice of attacking per- 
sonal foes under pretence of reforming 
abuses forbidden by His Majesty last year. 
Wén-shuo accuses others of carelessness, 
and himself elevates the characters ‘Manchu’ 
but not Tu Ch‘ing, and writes ‘* Former 
Kings” instead of ‘Former Emperors ” 
His late Majesty K‘ang Hsi described the 
life of soldiers on the frontier as wretched 
aud the weather as bitterly cold. But 
Wé6én-shuo seems determined to force the 
Frontier Authorities to report suspicious 
events and to neglect to report the hard- 
ships of their troops. Wér-shuo must 
know as well as anyone how cold the fron- 
tier is. Jf Wén-shyo’s desire is to serve 
his country, he should suggest measures of 
of government of lasting benefit, or strive 
to remove abuses by truthful earnest re- 
presentations. If he devotes himself to 
criticising others and searching after their 
faults, the Memorialists fear that such 
meanness will impair his character. He 
not only attacks Censors with a virulence 
forbidden by His Majesty, but shows him- 
self unable to properly appreciate the Or- 
‘dinance he cites. . 

Though Wéu-shuo’s rambling statements 
and long quotations are quite without pre- 
-cedent, the Memorialists, mindful of His 
‘Majesty desire to seek for suggestions from 
all quarters, dare not join issue with him. 
They are, however, in duty-bound not to 
conceal the useless nature of his opinionated 
and carping criticisms—(See Decree of 15th 
April. 

April 30th (K.S. rx, m1, 24.)—(1) A 
Decree referring to the Board of Civil 
Office the proposals of Yén-mao, Sub- 
Director of the Banqueting Court, that 
‘provincial graduates belong to the Hight 
Banners should be emplvoyed as bitkeshi in 
the Six Boards, and that such clerks should 
still be eligible for appointments at the 
‘Triennial Selection. 

(2) The 316 degrees to be bestowed at 
the present Metroplitan Examination are 
distributed as follows :— 


Chékiang ............ 24 















Mongols......... Kiangsi . 21 
Chinese Ba Hupei.. old 
Chihli............ Hunan ,...... 14 
Féng-t‘ien Sstch‘uen .... ..14 
Shantung Fukien ....... ..20 
Shansi... eee OTMOBA oo... sees ee 2 
Honan ......... Kuangtung ........ 16 
Shéusi ... ..... Kuanggi...............13 
Kansub ...... .. os Yiinpan 

Kiangsu ............6. Kueichou 





Aubwui oc... ccd7 


May 1st.—(Court Circular). The Prince 
of Kung reported himself at the expiration 
of his leave of absence. 

(1) A Decree directing Pao Yiin and the 
committee of high officers ordered to con- 
sider the reorganisation of Manchu Gov- 
ernment Schools to embrace within their 
enquiry the Schools provided for the edu- 
cation of the children of Imperial clans- 
men. This order is issued at the instance 
of the Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture. 

(2) Postscript \!emorial from Ch‘en Haio- 
fén, Expositor of the Han-lin Yuan, sug- 
gesting that the Prince and high officers in 
charge of the Wu Ying Tien, or Throne 
Hall, in which are stored the blucks from 
which Imperial editions of books are 
printed, may be ordered to hold a survey 
of the blocks that were rescued from the 
fire which took place in this Hall some 
years ago. He suggests that after this 
survey has been held the more important 
works should be handed over to the His- 
toriographer’s ottice for classification aud 
arrangement. As soon as the records of 
the sacred teachings of His late Majesty 
Tuny Chih shall be completed, the Memo- 
rialist ventures to suggest that copies 
should be struck off of the works so selected, 
for His Majesty’s study and perusal, as an 
aid to the sacred education.—For Decree 
see earlier issue. 

(3) Memorial from the Censor Chin Yi 
in reply to a Decree calling upon him to 
substantiate certain aecusations he made 
against Ch‘i-k‘o-sén-pu, an under-secretary 
in the Treasury of the Wai Wu Fu. 
These accusations were to the effect that 
he owed his rapid success to the exercise 
of private influence. The Memorialist now 
states that he bases his charges upon the 
fact that the secretary in question was 
holdiug four appeintments at one and the 
same time. A plurality of offices was dis- 
tinctly forbidden by Imperial Decree in 
the year 1878, and the universal dissatis- 
faction expressed by the secretary’s collea- 
gues and contemporaries at the invasion 
of their rights, which they attributed to 
the exercise of private influence, was, the 
Memorialist considers, sufticient ground for 
the charges he has brought forward. 

(4) Memorial from Mei Ch‘i-chao, Gov- 
ernor-General of River Works, in answer 
to a decree calling for a reply to a demand 
from Chang Heng-chia, Expectant Magia- 
trate, now under examination in cunnec- 
tion with the investigation of the notorious 
miscarriage of justice in the case of Hu 
T‘i-an, that the Memorialist should be 
called upon to state who drew up the re- 


port of the trial. The Memorialist now 
states that Chang Héug-chia was acting as 
his Secretary, in the same manner as 
Secretaries attached to Imperial High 
Commissioners, that the draft of the 
memorial reporting the trial was drawn up 
by Chang Héng-chia, but after it had been 
despatched he asked to have his name 
erased from the draft. Memrorialist was 
prepared to accede to his request, but 
on finding that he had signed two reports 
that lad been sent in on this case, he would 
not take upon himself to grant the request. 
Chang Héng-chia then asserted that these 
reports had been drawn up by the Prefeet 
of K‘ai-féug Fu without consulting him. 
This was denied by the Prefect, when 
Chang admitted that he had signed the 
report without properly understanding the 
circumstances of the case. The Memroria- 
list would suggest that the documents in 
question, which are now in the hands of 
the Board of Punishments, be referred to 
for corroboration of his statement. 

May 2nd.—(1) Memorial from the Board 
of Punishments and the head of the other 
yaméus directed to hold an enquiry into 
the circumstances under which the youth 
Wang Wén-shu was wrongly convicted of 
bring the principal actor in a case of 
burglary in the Chén-p’ing District in 
Honan, and was on the point of being 
executed as a substitute for one Hu 
‘T’i-an, whose alias he was falsely declared 
to be. - After quoting the Decrees that 
have already appeared upon this sub- 
ject, and referring to the different applica- 
tions that have been made for the preduc- 
tion of certain important witnesses at vari- 
ous stages of the enquiry, the Memorialists 
proceed to consider point by point che 
actual facts of the case as elicited by them 
at the examination of prisoners and wit- 
nesses that have been held by them first 
and last. Now the whole value of the 
plaint of Wang Shu-wén that he was the 
victim of an injustice, hinged svlely on 
two points ; viz: whether there was or was 
not another individual called Hu T‘i-an, 
and whether or no Wany Shu-wén was or 
was not an accomplice in the act of rob- 
bery committed. Two individuals, namely 
Ch‘eng Ku-tui and Wang Lao-yao, upon 
rigorous examination confessed that they 
committed the robbery upon the house of 
Chang Kén-tang at the instance of Hu 
Kuang-té, they acting as out-lookers, while 
the robbery was being committed; and 
that they had a share of the plunder after- 
wards, Cheng Ku-tui was engaged for the 
job by certain friends, to wit, Lin San, Li 


Ta, and Hé Huo-shao-lien ; Wang Lav-yao_ j 


Google 











[May 1—2. 
was engaged by Chéng Ku-tui. = Wanz 
Shu-wén’s story is as follows. He de- 


clares that he ran away from home on 
the 8th of December 1879; that he wa 
enticed by Hu Kuang-té into bearin: 
him company, and that he was compe! 
led to act as his servant, his chief duty 
being to carry his master’s pipe. On the 
10th of December, two days after he rau 
away from home, he went with Hu Kuane- 
té to a lonely place in the country whic’: 
was unknown to him; then a number oc: 
persons took off their coats, and he wa: 
told by Hu Kuang-té to keep a look-out 
upon the clothes in company with two indi- 
viduals whose names he did not know ; he 
was never told that a robbery was on fuot. 
These statements were conoborated by 
Ch‘éng Ku-tui and Wang Lao-yao, who, 
as above stated, confessed to participation 
in the robbery, at which they declared tha 
Wang Shu-wén was not present. The 
tipao was next interrogated, and he stated 
that Wang Shu-wén did run away in 
December 1879, while examination of 3 
number of runners, soldiers, clerks and the 
owner of tlre stolen goods, elicited a detailed 
description of the manner in which Wang 
Shu-wéuw was told to make the deposi- 
tions that caused his conviction ; how he 
falsely confessed to a share in the crime. 
and how he was tortured at the magistracy 
into a confession ; and how when brought 
before the high provincial Courts, measures 
were taken to make his evidence agree with 
his previous statements. The examination 
of these persons one by one showed incon- 
testably that Hu T‘i-an was an entirely 
different person, and not Wang Shu-wéu 
at all. There is no doubt, therefore, 
that Wang Shu-wén should never have 
been sentenced to death. Upon arriving 
at this discovery they here announce that 
the Memorialists proceeded to hold a second 
trial in company with the Ceusorate and 
Court of Revision, when the following 
facts were ascertained, and corroborated 
by the testimony of all the defendants, and 
witnesses, When Hu Kuang-té and_ his 
gang assembled at the Wang Ho Miao, 
the head man of the village, having gu: 
information of their movements and fearing 
trouble might come therefrom, sent a 
messenger to the magistrate to inform him 
of the gathering. The magistrate, Ma Chu 
by name, then sent two of his servants 
with runners and soldiers to the temple to 
seize the offenders. It was already mid- 
night when they reached the spot, and 
the gang had gone off upon the robbery 
they had planned. The magistrate’s men 
waited abuut till dawn, when a heavy mist 


May 2.] 


came down, through which they saw three 
men running hurriedly towards them, with 
bundles upon their backs. Of these, one 
was Hu Kuang-te, the other was Fan 
Chu-wa, and a third was a lad who followed 
them with a sack upon his back, in which 
was a water pipe and a few hundred 
cash ; this lad was Wang Shu-wén. ‘lhey 
were seized, and the two men, making a 
resistance, were hurt in the struggle. On 
opening the bundle they carried, it was 
found to contain for the most part women’s 
clothes, and in the strngyle amongst the 
soldiers for these clothes, Wang Shu-wén’s 
sack was lost. Only a few old clothes and 
some of the cash were finally found, and sent 
with the prisoners to the Magistrate’s ya- 
mén. The prisoners were place in charge of 
a head runner called Liu Hasio-t‘ai until 
the magistrate could have them tp for 
examination. These were the actual inci- 
dents of the arrest of Wang Shu-wén. To 
come to the arrest of Hu T'‘i-an, whose 
alias Wang Shu-wén was falsely said to be. 
On the day that Wang Shu-wén was taken, 
Liu Ch‘iian-t‘ai, brother of the above- 
mentioned Liu Hsio-t‘ai, also made an 
arrest of three criminals at a place called 
Yang Chuang. One of these was called 
Fan ‘T’é-ch’iang ; and another, Lii Hsiao- 
hei, who is the actual Hu T’ii-an. Hu ‘t’i- 
an having a large quantity of stolen goods 
about him which Liu Ch’iian-t‘ai had a 
desire to possess himself of, he wanted to 
let Hu Ti-an yo. On their way to the 
Mayistrate’s yamen, their passed the house 
of a dyer called Hon, who knew Hu ‘T’i- 
an, he being a dyer himself, and this Hou 
suggested to Liu Ch’iian-t‘ai that he 
should release Hu T’i-an on his, How's, 
‘Tecognisances, There were a uumber of 
people present at the time that this sug- 
gestion was made, Liu Ch‘uan-t‘ai, fearing 
the consequences of publicity, sent a mes- 
‘gage to his brother Liu Hsio-t‘ai throuvh 
& younger brother, Liu Hei-shih, to devise 
some other plan by which Hu ‘Ii-an could 
be released. Liu Hsio-t‘ai, seeing that 
Wang Shu-wén was a boy, and could 
be imposed upon, told him to say his 
hame was Hu Ti-an when he was called 
-before the magistrate, and he would 
‘then get off without any trouble. Wang 
Shu-wén agreed todo what he was told. 
‘This conversation was heard by two of 
Lin Hsio-t*ai’s mates, who told Liu Ch‘iian- 
tai of the trick that had been devised, 
Whereupon Liu Ch‘iian-t‘ai took Hu T4%- 
an to a lonely spot and let him go. After- 
wards, when Wang Lao-yao and Ch‘eng 
Ku-tui_ were arrested, the brothers Liu 
‘Charged them also when they appeared 
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before the high provincial court to de- 





clared that Wang Shu-wén was Hu T‘i-an, 
advice which was re-iterated by the two 
mates above mentioned. 

Now Ma Chu, the District Magistrate, 
had only been a few months in oftice, and 
was greatly irritated at the cases of brigand- 
age that were continually occurring in his 
jurisdiction. When Wang Shu-wén was 
brought before him, he said his name 
was Hu. He was then beaten, and declared 
his name was Wang, which so enraged the 
magistrate, who was ignorant of the fact 
that the lad had been prompted by Liu 
Haio-t‘ai, that he ordered him to be burnt 
along the spine with a lighted incense 
stick. Wang Shu-wén, unable to endure 
the pain, once more said his name was 
Hu, and was never brought up before the 
magistrate’s again, being sentenced then 
and there to summary decapitation as the 
chief actor in the robbery. The magis- 
trate did not take careful notes of the 
plunder recovered, so that all the articles 
of any worth were changed by the under- 
lings for valueless things; he therefore 
arranged with the secretary to falsify the 
evidence, and enter a number of articles 
in the list of plunder that were never 
found un the prisoners, altering besides 
the number of the gang from several 
score to only ten, in the hope of avoid- 
ing the penalty to which he would be 
liable for allowing so extensive an organisa- 
tion to exist. Meanwhile, four of the 
prisoners died in jail before they could be 
sent on to the provincial capital, while a 
fifth, Hu Lao-yao, who was subsequently 
arrested, also died in the prison of the 
Mayistracy. Of these men, only one had 
an inquest held upon him, so that there 
is nothing to show whether they were not 
murdered by Liu Hasio-t‘ai to suppress 
any damaging evidence they might bring 
forward. The magistrate was not only 
guilty of carelessness in failing to discover 
that Wang Shu-wén was a substitute for 
Hu T‘i-an, but the evidence of the other 
prisoner was taken down in a very scanty 
and slipshod way, and not even legalised by 
the process of attaching the thumb-marks of 
theindividual to their respective depositions. 
The Memorialists then proceed to trace 
the history of this complicated case from 
the time that Wang Shu-wén proclaimed 
his innocence ; and in their report reveal 
a tissue of falsehood and forgeries on the 
part of the lower ofticials concerned, while 
the high provincial authorities in the vari- 
ous re-hearings that took place, failed to 
elicit the actual truth of the matter. It 
was only after several special agents had 


been deputed to make personal enquiries 
that the fraudulent behaviour of Liu 
Ch‘tian-t‘ai and his brother, with the 
falsification of documentary evidence by 
Shih Yii-po, the Magistrate’s Secretary, 
the Mayistrate himself, and others, were 
brought to light, their machinations re- 
sulting im the substitution of a mere lad 
Wang Shu-wén for the arch offender Hu 
T‘i-an, who had escaped scot free, while 
the brothers Liu, after managing to 
evade conviction after several relearings, 
have avoided the punishment of their 
crime by death. In bringing this long 
report to a close, the Memorialists suggest 
that as it has been conclusively proved that 
proved that Ch‘éng Ku-tui and Wang Lao- 
yao were actual participators in the crime 
of robbery which gave rise to this case, it 
is not expedient that they should remain 
unpunished. Hu T‘-an remaius at large, 
it is true, but it would be wufair to keep 
the large number of witnesses under re- 
straint until the case can be closed by 
his capture ; the more that there is no 
doubt now as the real truth of the 
whole matter. They therefore proceed, 
in accordance with His Majesty’s instruc- 
tions, to detail the penalties which as 
dictated by law, should be passed upon 
the several offenders. Ch‘éng Ku-tui and 
Wang Yao-lao should be summarily de- 
capitated as accessories in the robbery upon 
the premises of Chang K‘én-t‘ang. There 
being no specific clause in the statutes 
that exactly meets the case of Wang Shu- 
wén, he having acted only as a servant of 
Hu Kuang-té when he was enyayed upon 
a robbery, it is proposed to apply the law 
affecting piracy, which is analogous. This 
law states that persons acting as the ser- 
vants of pirates, who shall not have assisted 
in actual acts of piracy, shall be sentenced 
toa hundred blows and banishment for 
three years. It is suggested that this is 
the sentence that shall be passed upon 
Wang Shu-wén. As the offence was com- 
mitted before the last “ Edict of Grace,” 
Wang Shu-wén is not entitled to the bene- 
fit of that Edict, but in consideration of his 
-tender years, aud the torture he has under- 
gone, together with the imprisonment he 
has suffered nearly ending in a cruel death. 
he should be treated with leniency, aud 
his sentence remitted. The underlings 
who connived at the attempts of Liu Hsiao- 
t‘ai to cause Wang Shu-wéu to personate Hn 
Ti-an, and were guilty of falsehood and 
deceit, should receive a hundred blows and 
be banished for three years. As, how- 
ever, their assertion that they did not par- 
ticipate in the plunder stolen by Hu T‘i- 
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an is a mere ex parte statement, ther 
should be detained in prison until the: 
can be confronted with Hu Ti-an shou. 
his capture be hereafter affected. Ml 
Chu, the District Magistrate, failed :: 
the first instance to take sufficient painst. 
discover whether or no Wang Shu-wén w« 
identical with Hu T‘i-an ; he forced a c.- 
fession of guilt from him by an illey:| 
method of torture; he changed the li 
of plunder with the assistance of 1! 
secretary ; and closed the case witho) 
going to the trouble of checking them «| 
Later, when Wang Shu-wén proclaime.| 
his innocence, and he found out that Li: 
Haio-t‘ai had let the real Hu T‘i-an go, I: 
was persuaded by his secretary to falsi';; 
the name to Hu Ti-an, and to declare thi::' 
this man died in jail. The prefect of K'a:i 
féng Fu Wang Chao-lan, and Ma Yun;- 
hsin, expectant prefect, who were chary:: 
with the rehearing of this case, wer 
guilty of carelessness and falsehood in 
endeavouring to make out the identity :: 
Wang Shu-wén and Hu T‘i-an, As ti:! 
ordinary penalty for carelessness wou.) 
hardly meet the case of these three vi 
ficers, it is suggested that one degree |:| 
added to this penalty, and that in additi: | 
to dismissal from the public service, th:); 
be sent into servitude on the militar| 
post roads. Two minor officials are ne1:} 
sentenced to committal to the prop) 
Board for the determination of a penalt:. 
and the guilt of certain others remaini:: 
unproved, it is suggested that sentev.:) 
upon them shall be delayed until ti: 
Governor of Honan can enquire into ti: 
matter. The Memorialists leave to Hi 
Majesty the determination of the penal); 
to which Mei Ch‘i-chao, Director-Geners:' 
of River Works, has rendered himse:: 
liable. T‘u Tsung-ying, former Governu: 
of Honan, and Lin-yii, the Acting Jeudye.| 
should be committed to the Board for th:; 
determination of a penalty. 

May 3rd.—{1) A joint Memorial fro: 
the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang, au: 
Chang Shu-shéng, Acting Governor-Generi.| 
of Chilli during the temporary absence :: 
the former, submitting to His Majesty : 
second series of applications for permissi.. 
to erect Memorial Temples to Wu Yii-la 
late territorial Taotai at Tientsin, and r: 
questing that his meritorious services 
recorded by the State Historiographer: 
office. The applicationsin question com: 
one from the Commanders-in-chief of Chi- 
kiang, Hunan, Chihli, with other milita:; 
officers ; another from the gentry and not: 
bles of Yang-chow; a third from Huai-li. 
Heien and the officials and gentry of neiz+ 
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bouring Districts. The Memorialists, in sub- 
mitting applications for His Majesty’s ap- 
proval, bey tostate that Wu Yit-lan, whodied 
while at his post in May 1882, was a native 
of Ho-fei Hsien in Anhui, where for gene- 
rations past his family had been lettered 
men. Wu Yii-lan had been accustomed to 
study from his youth, and was brought up 
with an appreciation of what was right, 
When the rebels invaded Anhui in the 
reign of Hsien Féng, Wu Yii-lan and his 
brother by the use of their pen were en- 
abled to organise a trainband which did 
good service. In the year 1862 he followed 
the Memorialist Li Hung-chang to Shang- 
hai, and was greatly instrumental in the 
capture of Sung-kiang, Ché-lin, Féng-hsien, 
and other towns. He was actively engaged 
in different provinces throughout the whole 
of the rebellion, performing brilliant feats 
of valour in the face of many imminent 
dangers, and serious contingencies. His 
deeds of valour and useful service have 
earned him the gratitude of the people on 
whose behalf they were performed, and 
they wish to place on record a permanent 
mark of their appreciation of his merits. 
At the close of the rebellion he was com- 
mended to His Majesty, who bestowed 
upon him the brevet rank of Financial 
Commissioner, and ordered his name to 
be registered for employment by the 
oftice of the Grand Council. On the 
transfer of the Memorialist Li Hung-chang 
.to 'Tientsin, he placed him in charge of the 
arsenal at that port, and in 1879 he was 
selected by His Majesty fur the post in 
charge of which he died. The Memorial, 
which gives a lony and detailed account of 
his various military success, coucludes with 
a warm eulogy of the deceased otticer’s 
moral character, aud a request that post- 
humous honours may be ¢ nferred upon 
him, and that a Memorial Temple may be 
erected to him in the city of Yangchow. 
Granted by Rescript. : 

(2) ‘Tu ‘Tsung-yiny reports the despatch 
.of the first instalment of the subsidy 
of Taels 50,000 which he has this year 
been called upon to pay from the Hupei 
salt lekin receipts to the oflice of the Im- 
perial Household. 

(3) The despatch of the first instalment 
of the tribute rice from Chékiang, part of 
which has yune forward by steamers, and 
part by junk, is announced by the Gov- 
-ernor of that Province. 

May 4th.—(1) A further Memorial from 
the Board of Punishments upon the sub- 
ject of the miscarriage of justice in the 
case of Wang Shu-wén, the lad who was 
:Weongly condemned tv death for the com 
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mission of a robbery in Honan. As earlier 
reported, the Memorialists, in view of 
the heavy expense that had been entailed 
in the production of witnesses necessary 
to the thorough investigation of this case, 
and the fact that the separate identity of 
Wang Shu-wéu and Hu T‘i-an had been 
incontestably established, decided not to 
summon the prefect Wang Shao-lan as a 
witness, but to proceed to conclude the 
case on the evidence already to hand. As 
they were in the act of drawing up their 
report, a petition to the Censorates from 
Wang Shao-lan, the prefect in question, 
was communicated to the Memorialists by 
that Court. In this petition several charges 
are made against the magistrate with the 
manifest intention of throwing the blame 
upon him, while it contains misstatements 
of facts, and advances theories completely 
illogical. The Memorialists, in consider- 
iug the prefect’s petition point by point, 
contend that it was his business to 
find out the real truth of the matter when 
he had the case before him for rehearing. 
They prove that in certain particulars he 
has been guilty of misrepresentation of 
facts, alteration of evidence, and a failure 
to elicit the actual details which have been 
discovered at the final trial. The prefect 
further denied that he had used torture 
in the examination of Wang Shu-wén. The 
Memorialists contend that to prevent a 
person under examination from making 
certain statements ; to insist upon his con- 
fessing to his identity with some one else ; 
and to keep him kneeling day after day 
until late in the evening upon the instru- 
ment of torture known as the hao han 
chuang (probably a beam placed inside the 
joints of the knees) is quite sufficient to 
terrify him into any admission without 
the application of keener modes of tor- 
ture. To sum up their comments upon 
this petition; the prefect in question was 
the officer who was responsible for the | 
sentence passed upon Wang Shu-lan, and 
he well knows that he cannot escape 
the punishment to which his conduct 
has rendered him liable. He has tried 
by a tissue of embellished statements 
and forced arguments to shift the respon- 
sibility of his action on someone else, while 
his contentions are altogether devoid of 
reason. It would be inexpedient to allow 
his tricky devices to cause the further deten- 
tion of all the witnesses in the case. The 
example set by the prefect in behaving in 
this deceitful and unsubmissive mauner, 
refusing, as he has done, to admit that he 
has been in the wrong, is most dangerous 
to others. With these remarks they beg 


to leave the two alternatives for His Ma- 
jesty’s decision ; either that the prefect 
shall be at once dealt with, or that all of 
the witnesses shall be detained until a 
special high officer can be despatched to 
bring him up to Peking for examination. 
—For Decree see earlier issue. 

(2) The Governor General of the Two 
Kuang provinces and the Governor of 
Kuang-tung report the despatch of the 
first instalment of the subsidies from the 
salt tax for the Board of Revenue and the 
Imperial Household respectively for the 
present year. The total subsidies from 
land tax and salt gabelle fixed for the pre- 
sent year by the Board of Revenue, and 
sanctioned by His Majesty, were Tls. 
700,000, and of this amount the Kuang- 
tung salt gabelle was charged with 
Tls. 200,000; a further charge of Tls. 
50,000 being made for a contribution to 
the office of the Imperial Household. 

May 5th.—The only document of im- 
portance in this day’s Gazette is a Memorial 
from the Board of Civil Office detailing the 
penalties that should be inflicted upon the 
various officers consigned to them by His 
Majesty for implication in one way or 
another, in the case of Wang Shu-wén, 
wrongly condemned to death. The Memo- 
rial, which has been already noticed in a 
decree, occupies ncarly the whole of the 
Gazette. Half of it consists of quotations 
of different decrees that have been issued 
upon the subject, and the remainder of 
citations from the law, with their mode of 
application to the parties involved. 

May 6th.—(1) Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang reporting that he has been informed 
by the Kiangnan Grain Taotai that 120,715 
piculs of tribute rice have been sent for- 
ward in two instalments by the Grand Canal 
route. As earlier reported, the Memo- 
rialist, on being informed that the Board had 
decided that the winter levy of tribute grain 
from Yangchow, Hsii-chow, Kiang-ning, 
Huai-an and T‘ung-chow should be sent for- 
ward by Grand Canal, despatched officers 
to establish agencies for the getting in of 
this levy at Kao Yu. Fan Shui, and Pao 
Ying. The flotilla of junks carrying their 
grain has been divided into two squadrons 
of five detachments each, the first of which 
set sail on the 18th of the secoud moon, and 
the second two days later. In making this 
announcement on behalf of the Grain Tao- 
tai, the Memorialist adds that, considering 
the ditticulties that had to be contended 
with, the despatch of this tribute grain 
may be considered prompt. Although the 
grain fleet returned from the north last 
year at a comparatively early date, the 
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difficulties of the route, and the uncertaint: 
attending the crossing of the Yellow River. 
cause the voyage to be dreaded by bc: 
owners, and it was no easy task on tl: 
present occasion to induce them to ¢:. 
Indeed, it was only after wet yuan hai 
been sent to use every persuasion, and tli: 
rates of hire were raised, while additions 
new boats were engaged to assist in trans 
port, that the full complement could 
got together. The Grain ‘Taotai has nos 
been sent ahead to superintend the passay: 
of the fleet through the different sluices, 
and across the Yellow River. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-Genera, 
of the Two Kuang provinces and tle 
Governor of Kuangtung requesting Hi 
Majesty’s sanction to an arrangement unde 
which, for three months, rice shall le 
imported into Canton free of lekin ani 
other local duties, for sale to the poor. Iu 
consequence of the drought that prevaile 
last autumn in the province of Kuangtw:; 
the autumn crop was a failure, and tl 
food supply is consequently running shor. 
The Magistrates of the Nan-hai and P‘a- 
yii Districts, having been applied to bys 
number of the local gentry, asked Memoria 
list’s permission for the import of a certain 
quantity of grain free of duty by any mer 
chants who felt disposed to do go, on cou- 
dition it was sold at a reduced rate. Havin; 
referred the matter to the provincial com: 
missioners and others, they report that on 
two previous occasions, in 1877 and 1830, 
grain was imported on these terms. Ther 
suggest that a proclamation shall be issued 
by the Prefect, inviting merchants, who may 
be willing to go themselves to Kiangsi.| 
Anhui or Kiangsi to purchase rice for sal: 
n Canton, to apply to the Prefect for 3 
permit. This permit will allow the holdert: 
import 2,000 piculs of rice free of all leki» 
and other duties en route, if it is sold xi 
reduced rates. It is sugyested that thre 
months be the limit within which thes 
passes ‘shall be available and that tl: 
arrangement shall commence on the Ist ¢ 
the 4th moon.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 7th.—(1) A Decree directing th: 
Boards of Revenue and Works to consid: 
certain proposals for the improvement: 
the flow of the Yellow River submitted bi 
an Under Secretary through the Board o 
Rites. 

(2) A Decree directing that one Hz 
Chén be censured for suggestions he hi 
made ina Memorial to His Majesty. Hi 
prays that the blot on the name of Pa: 
T‘ing, Vice President of a Board, who wa 
dismissed, may be removed, and that b: 
name may be recorded for future employ: 


-me he now holds. 
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nent ; also that Yii Yin-lin, Taotai of the 
Shing, Yi, Shih, Circuit in Hupeh, shall 


ye given a metropolitan post instead of the 
Some time since Pao ; 


‘ing was continually being advanced, as 


1e was & man who had the courage of 
peech, until he was raised to the post of 
Vice President of a Board. He failed, 
1owever, to keep his own propensities in 
woper check when charged with special 
luty, and himself fell into the errors [that 
te was 80 ready to denounce ] Hisdismuissal, 


<n accordance with the sentence of the 


3oard, was undoubtedly merited. The 


-yower and privelege of taking officers from 
‘legradation, and blotting out their trans- 


‘ressions by recording their names for 


omployment, is one which rests with the 


‘Throne. 


On what ground, then, does 
{si Chén make this supplication for 
‘race? Yii Yin-lin was selected for his 
yost precisely that he might gain ex- 
verience by practice. The Court confers 
ppointments commensurate with the 
bility of its officers, and men are wanted 
voth in the capital and the provinces. 
Asi Chén’s application therefore for 


-he transfer of this ofticer is also an im- 
oropriety. Let him be censured forthwith. 


(3) A Decree acknowledging a Memorial 
rom the Supervising Censor Lou Yii-p‘u, 
alling attention to the extortions practised 
vy the underlings at the Ch‘ung-wén Gate 
ff Peking, at which octroi is collected ; 
1e begs for reforms to be instituted in 
ertain particulars, and requests that those 
ndividuals who were responsible for the 
letention of a graduate coming up for the 


‘inal examination may be duly punished. 


stringent orders have repeatedly been 
ssued that no oppressive action shall be 
yermitted at the Ch‘ung-wén Gate, and it 
s the natural duty of the Superintendent 
o see that this prohibition is properly 
rybserved. The Censor now asserts that 
rife 


of late abuses have become as 
ws ever; and that all personal bag- 
rage, whether it contains articles of 


nerchandise or not, is detained, and 
lifficulties raised with intent to extort 
noney. Let the Superintendent at once 
scertain if this be true, and exercise a 
nore strict control in future over his 
inderlings. Students coming to Peking 
or examination have only to tender their 
ficial license for inspection, when they are 
st once allowed to proceed ; no extortion 
8 allowed to be practised upon them. 
)ticiala and others travelling with their 
amilies should also be exempt from deten- 
ion or trouble at the Gate, and instances 
f misconduct of the kind alluded to must 
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be punished with the utmost severity ; 
let the Superintendent also take into 
consideration the Censor’s suggestion that 
the Customs runners be provided with uni- 
forms and a belt ticket, that the true may 
be distinguished from the false. With 
regard to the Censor’s statement that Chao 
Kuang-ti, a graduate from Chékiang, on 
his entry into the capital by way of the 
Nan Hsi Gate was set upon by a number 
of people who fleeced him to such an 
extent that he was unable to appear 
at the examination; it is the manifest 
duty of students coming up to Peking 
for examination to be specially observant 
of regulations. Having provided himself 
with the forms upon which to write his 
papers, (which are issued in Peking only) 
how comes it that he only reached the 
capital on the day that the names were 
called? His failure tu enter the Examina- 
tion Hall was of his own creating. As far 
as the extortion is concerned, the Superin- 
tendent will make enquiries. 

May 8th.—(1) A Decree directing that 
Wen Shou, the high ofticer whose duty it 
was to offer the objects of sacrifice at the 
recent service held at the Imperial Ances- 
tral Irmple, to be c mmitted to the Buard 
for the determination of a penalty. He 
has been denounced by the Censor Ch‘én 
Ch‘i-t‘ai, who asks that a slight correction 
may be administered to him for his failure 
to carry out the prescribed form of cere- 
monial, 

(2) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang re- 
porting his return to Nanking after a 
general tour of inspection of the river 
works, for the fartherance of irrigation and 
other purposes, within in his jurisdiction. 
He left Nanking on the 3rd of March, and 
made a tour of the following Departments 
and Districts: Shang-yuan, Tan-t‘u, 
Tan-yang, Chiang-yin, Ching-chiang, Pao- 
shan, Hai-mén, Yi-ch‘éng, Chiang-tu, 
Kan-ch‘iian, T‘ai-chow, Ju-kao, T*ung 
Chow, ‘Tung-t‘ai, Yéu-ch‘éng, Kao-yu, 
and Pao-ying. On the 26th of March 
he visited the works at Chu-chia Shan, 
and returned to Nanking, where he 
remained nine days attending to arrears of 
work, and recruiting his strength for a 
second expedition. On the 4th of April 
he again left Nanking, and after visiting 
the works at the Ch‘ih-shan Hu, he re- 
turned on the 6th by way of the San-ch‘a 
Ho and T‘uny-che Mén to Nanking. ‘The 
Memorialist then proceeds, in flowery 
language, to dilate on the blessing that 
water supplies have been upon agriculture, 
and the necessity that they should be efti- 
ciently maintained as a precaution agaiust 
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drought or flood. The subject was one 
to which he turned hia attention directly 
he took up his present post, but he was 
checked in his designs by want of funds. 
These were however finally raised by a tax 
upon the salt hongs, the amounts realised 
being forwarded ‘to the two provincial 
Commissioners for deposit. When the 
funds were raised, orders were given for 
work to be commenced in the Departments. 
and Districts along the Great River, either 
by the authorities, or by the people 
where they were in a position to do so, or in 
some cases, by the joint efforts of both. 
At every place he visited along his line of 
route tables were erected for burning in- 
cense, the people, young and old, kneeling 
in adoration on either bank, whilst a babel 
of tongues proclaimed in joyous tones the 
happy harvest prospects in store for them. 
As far as the eye could reach the country 
was bright with the verdure of beans or of 
wheat, whilst those who were preparing 
the soil for rice were shouting to their oxen 
as they ploughed the land; for it was just 
the busy time of spring. Rows of young 
mulberry and elm trees were to be sven 
on every hand, and the willows had burst 
out into pendent ropes of green, pro- 
claiming the advance of spring. As his 
boat progressed through the water, smooth 
as a mirror, amidst their smiling surround- 
ings, the appetite of the Memorialist grew 
keener with each meal, while suoh a happy 
calm pervaded his soul that he forgot the 
cares of office for a while. At the close of 
his report the Memorialist mentions, in 
connection with a description of the river 
works at Chu-chia Shan, that after some 
eighty or ninety feet of mud and silt had 
been cleared away, a tablet was exposed to 
view that had been erected in the 7th year 
of Chia Ch‘ing (1803) by K‘ang Chi-t‘ien, 
Provincial Treasurer at Nankiny, who 
afterwards filled the post of Director-General 
of River Works with great credit.—Rescript ; 
Noted. 

May 9th.—(1) A long Memorial from 
Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shansi, 
reporting the trial of one Liu Ting-pang, a 
brevet major by purchase, and a notorious 
bully and swindler, who has for years heen 
the terror of his neighbourhood. The 
details of his misdoings are complicated 
and uninteresting. 

(2) A Memorial from T‘u Tsung-ying, 
Governor-General of the Hukuang pro- 
vinces, applying for permission to deprive 
one Hsii Chin-fang, an officer with an here- 
ditary title of tle eighth grade of his rank 
with a view to placing him on his trial. 
The individual in question has been in the 
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habit of wearing the uniform of a Civil 
Official of the fifth grade to which he is 
not entitled, and acting in an oppressive 
manner towards the villagers in the neigh- 
bourhvod of his residence. He has recently 
been implicated in enfuroing the burial of 
a girl who died under suspicious circum- 
stances, and when summoned by the au- 
thorities to give an explanation of his 
conduct, and answer to a change of bribery 
that was brought against him, his evidence 
was given in a very contradictory and 
deceitful manner.—Granted by Rescript. 
May 10th.—(1) With the exception of a 
short Memorial of no importance, the 
whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied with 
a report from. Yu-ch‘uan, Vice-President 
of the Imperial Granaries, on the result of 
his visit of inspection to the Yellow River, 
undertaken in the early part of the present 
year by His Majesty’s commands, and the 
measures he suggests should be taken for 
the prevention of disasters such as befel 
the Sub-prefecture of Téchow last year. 
The memorial is of great length, and com- 
plicated in its details, so that it is only 
possible to give a brief summary of the 
contents. The Memorialist left Peking 
on the 29th of January, and the 9th 
of February left Téchow in Shantung 
for a place called T’ao Yuan in the 
P‘ing Yuan District, where the work 
of mending the breach in the banks 
had been carried out in a fairly effective 
manner. He was there informed by the 
people of the straits they were put to to 
escape from the flood, some flying to the 
hills, and others even taking to living in 
the tree tops to save themselves from 
drowning. Much gratitude was expressed 
at the intelligence of the relief that His 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to 
send them. On the 13th of February, he 
reached Chi-nan Fu, where he was detained 
ten days by the weather and the interrup- 
tion of communication caused by the ice 
in the river. He left again on the 24th, 
and followed the Svuth bank of the river 
by way of Ch‘ang Ch‘ing Hsien, P‘ing-yin 
Hsien, and Tuny-o Hsien to a place called 
Shih-li-p‘u, where he got on the embank- 
ment and went along it to a place called 
T‘ung-wa Hsiang in the Lan-i District in 
Honan, the end of the eastern embankment. 
Contrary to rumour, he found that the bed 
of the river at the place where the gap 
occurred, instead of being raised high 
above the surrounding country, was on a 
level with it, and that the old channel is 
only four or five feet above the present 
level of the water, though in some places 
to the south there are mounds of sand in 
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the middle of it. Two theories have been 
held by those who understand these 
matters as to the course that the river 
should take at this point, some contending 
that it should be led in a southerly, others 
in a northerly, direction; others that it 
should remain asit is. In the Memorialist’s 
opinion the river will have to take its own 
course, which is constantly varying,and it will 
find its own way to the sea quite regardless 
of human effort to direct it into this or that 
channel. More than 17,000 feet of the 
northern embankment has been carried 
away, and attempt to repair it would involve 
a vast amount of labour, while it would 
be impossible to divert so large a volume 
of water into the old channel thus prepared 
for it. Another objection to the proposal 
to divert the river into its old channel is 
that this channel is so silted up that it 
would be impossible to clear it again ; 
while, lastly, it would interfere with 
the interests of a large number of people 
who have brought a large portion of the 
land occupied by the old channel under 
cultivation. With regard to the Ta-ch‘ing 
Ho, the present channel in which the 
Yellow River flows, it was originally 
formed by the conflux of the Wén and 
Chi Rivers, which were offshoots from the 
Yellow River, and the bed was below the 
level of the country ; but from the 
date of the invasion of this channel by 
the Yellow Biver, the bed gradually 
silted up, and the rapid flow of the stream 
was interrupted. After following the other 
bank of the river down to the sea, Memo- 
rialist came back by the southern bank 
again to Chi-nan Fu, thus making a com- 
plete circuit of its lower course. In the 
course of this journey he found uno less 
than eleven breaches in the banks, and 
arrangements were made by him with the 
Governor of Shantung to have these re- 
paired as soon as possible, He has formed 
the following conclusions with regard to 
this portion of the Yellow River, which, 
as explained above, is the new channel it 
has taken. When it first invaded the 
Ta Ch’ing Ho, some 28 years ago, the people 
were leit to take what measures they 
could for keeping it in bounds, and the 
authorities were reluctant to report to the 
Throne the continual accidents that occur- 
red in consequence of its bursting its 
banks, with the disastrous results that 
are now to be seen in the flooding of 
hundreds of 4 of country and the sub- 
mersion of hundreds of villages. While 
disclaiming any previous qualification to 
form an opinion on this subject, since he 
was despatched by His Majesty to enquire 
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into the matter he has given it most 
anxious thought, and has embodied the 
result of his cogitations into three proposi- 
tions which he begs herewith humbly to 
submit to His Majesty. The first of these 
is to clear the channel of the river of silt, 
and this he proposes to accomplish by 
means of boats with rakes attached to them 
which will loosen the silt at the bottom 
of the river and allow it to be carried away 
by the current ; the second is to relieve 
the strain on the present channel by making 
channels of derivation ; the third is to con- 
struct a dyke on either bank of the river 
from Ch‘ang Ch‘ing Hsien in Shantung to 
Li-chin Hsien, in the same province, at its 
mouth ; each embankment will be 600 & 
in length, making, in all, 1,200 li of em- 
bankments. The Governor considers with 
the Memorialist that these three under- 
takings will alone secure the object in view, 
viz: the prevention of future disaster. 
He estimates that it will require a hundred 
boats to dredge the channel, and these, 
with rakes and other appliances, will cost 
something over Tls. 20,000; the cost of 
cutting a single channel of derivation will 
be Tls. 200,000; and the construction of 
the two embankments from Tls. 400,000 to 
Tls. 500,000. Should the one channel of 
derivation hereafter prove insufficient it 
will be necessary to cut more, but this will 
be matter for future consideration. The 
total of the present estimate may be put 
down at Tls. 2,400,000. For Decree see 
Gazette of April 27. . 

May 11th.—The whole of this day’s Gazctte 
is occupied with a Memorial from the 
Superintendent of the Customs at Kalyan 
giving details of the revenue collected by 
his predecessors during the period between 
the 19th of April 1882, and the 10th of 
March 1883. This amounted, with regular 
and surplus assessment to Ts. 35,765 and 
and three strings of cash. In a detailed 
and elaborate statement, occupying sume 
twenty pages, the Memorialist shows that 
this amount is insufficient to meet the 
numerous charges that have been laid from 
time to time upon the Customs Office at 
Kalgan, there being a discrepancy between 
receipts and payments of Tls.6,470. Amongst 
a host of other charges which have to be 
met by this Customs are the following :— 

3,000 horse skins for the Board of Works 

2,000 ,, ” >, [mperial Armour. 

114 ox hides Sy a 

Rebate of duties on 540 horses. 

Salaries for officers employed on Military 
Post roads. 

Sheep’s wool (160,000 catties) for the 
Imperial Armoury, etc., etc. 


The deficit has been carried into the 
next year’s accounts. 

May 12th.—(1) An Imperial tablet, to 
be prepared by the Han-lin Yiian, is 
ordered to be sent to the Governor of 
Kuangsi, and by him suspended ina temple 
called the Han-shan Miao in Yii-lin Chou. 
The efficacy of prayers for rain offered up 
to the presiding deity of this temple, has 
been most marked during the past autumn. 
The question of preparing a title for the 
deity of the temple, and entering it on the 
list of those at which worship is to be 
Officially conducted, is referred to the 
Board of Ceremonies for consideration. 

(2) The following military appoiutinents 
are announced; Tfau Shang-lien to be 
General of the Hsi-niny Division in Kansu ; 
Ho Hsiu-lin to be General of the P‘u-erh 
Division in Yiinnan ; Hsiao Ch‘i-fu to be 
General of the Ku-chow Divisiou in Kuei- 
chow. 

(3) Memorial from Yu _ Po-ch‘uan, 
Special Commissioner sent to survey the 
breaches in the Yellow River banks, and 
Ch‘én Shih-chieh, Governor of Shantung, 
reporting the steps they have jointly taken 
to repair the damage caused by the burst- 
ing of the river banks. While the 
Memorialist Yu Po-chi‘uan took the land 
route (as already reported) the Gov- 
ernor went by boat in the first in- 
stance to T‘ao-yuan, where he found the 
repairs that had been done were fairly 
substantial. From there he went to a 
place called Pan-kou Chuang in the Li- 
ch‘eng District to inspect the breach at 
that spot. Here, fortunately, in conse- 
quence of the width of the yap, the water 
was not deep, and owing to the sub- 


sidence of the river, three-fifths of the | 


breach were already dry; a large number 
of soldiers were put on to help the people 
in repairing the damage before the more 
serious freshets came on, From thence he 


went to Chi-yang Hsien, which was in a | 


most precarivus state, as the waters were 
lapping the very walls of the town. Orders 
were accordingly given for special embank- 
ments to be erected. The next gap he 
visited was visited in the Chi-tung District, 
where he found « wide breach with a strong 
stream rushing through; he was obliged 
to add another Tls. 4 000 to the grant of T'ls. 
2,000 for repairs that he had already made, 
and by the additional aid thus secured the 
junction of the tw» sides of the breach was 
in due course effected. The breach at Chin- 
lung K‘ou was repaired by the people, the 
water having entirely disappeared from it. 
He next visited some of the towns that had 
been fluoded, going first to the town of 
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Ch‘ing-ho in the Hui-min District. Here 
he found that a large proportion of the 
houses had been washed away, and he gave 
orders for Tls. 10,000 to be distributed 
amongst the sufferers, while a further 
grant of Tis, 12,000 was made for the cost 
of repairs to the breach, which, it was 
hoped, would be effected in about a month’s 
time. From thence he visited the district 
towns of P‘u-t‘ai and Li-chin, which, as 
in the case of Chi-yang and Chi-tung, 
abutted on the river, and were in imminent 
danger of being washed away. He found 
there was a breach of 1,000 feet near Li- 
chiu Hsien, where the bank, being at a bend 
in the river, was broken through as often 
as it was repaired, and the greater part of 
the salt basins have been destroyed. There 
are not many villages near and could the 
river be led direct from this breach into the 
sea, it would be most expedient ; unfortu- 
nately the people are bent upon repairing 
the breach, and though he well knows that 
the cost will be great, and that there 
will always be danger at this particular 
spot, he does not like to oppose the 
bent of the popular will, so he has 
advaneed money to earry on the work. 
The other breaches are not so serious, and 
orders have been given for their prompt 
repair. After meeting Yu Po-ch‘uan and 
inspecting the mouth of the river in com- 
pany with him, the Memorialist returned 
to Chi-nan Fu on the Ist of April. His 
remarks as to the necessity of dredging the 
mouth of the river with rakes are identical 
with those already noticed in an earlier 


| Memorial from Yu Po-ch‘uan. 


(4) Postscript Memorial from Wén Hai, 
Governor of Hé Lung Chiang, reporting the 
death of Chén Kuo-jui, formerly Brigade 
General, banished to the Amur for his con- 
nection with the murder of one Hu Shih- 
li who was beaten to death at Tangchow 
in the year 1876. (Note: Chén Kuo-jui 
was @ prominent character at the time of 
the massacre at Tientsin.) 


May 13th.—(1) Kuei Jun AyB9 and 


Fa Chén HF IB are appointed Superin- 


tendents of live stock and house duty for 
the east and west divisions of Pekiug re- 
spectively. 

(2) A further Memorial from Yu Po- 
ch‘uan and the Governor of Shantung on 
the subject of their scheme for the im- 
provement of the channel of the Yellow 
River. On the 18th of April they were 
honoured with a despatch from the Grand 
Council announcing the receipt of au Im- 
perial Decree calling upon the Memorialists 
to consider the details of their scheme 
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more fully, and again to report thereon. 
This scheme, it was stated, as set forth in 
these propositions, was lucid enough, 
but could not be given effect to without 
very careful consideration. In reply the 
Memorialists have humbly to observe that 
the old channel of the Yellow River, which 
entered the sea in the Huai-an Prefecture 
in Kiangsu, had a general width of 20 to 30 
lin the broad portions of its course, and 
even in the narrowest parts was over ten li 
wide. 
its present channel, on the other hand, is 
not a tenth nor a twentieth part of that 
width, while the accumulations of silt in 
its bed grow daily higher and higher. The 
consequence is that when there is the slight- 
est increase in the volume of water, the chan- 
nel cannot contain it. Thus it is that year 
after year disasters from the breaking of 
embankments become worse and worse. 
From enquiry along the lower course of 
the river at T‘ieh-mén Kuan, Mu-li Tsui, 
and other places, the Memorialists learned 
that when the river was low and was con- 
fined to its proper channel it was level with 
either bank, but that when it rose it spread 
out like a vast sea over more than a hun- 
dred li of ground, and up to the present 
time there has never been a definite 
channel by which it enters the sea. ‘This 
it is that has prompted the desire to clear 
the channel, and it being impossible to 
dredge it by manual labour they propose 
to employ the only means that is kuown, 
viz: @ large number of boats with rakes 
attached to them. There is, however, 
always the danger that the silt will accu- 
mulate as fast as it is raked away, and 
all that these rakes can do is to prevent 
fresh accumulations of silt from remain- 
ing in the bed of the river and again 
raising it. Any benefits from this process 
must be of slow growth, and the danger of 
floods will remain ever present ; the Memo- 
rialists therefore considered that the erection 
of embankments was a matter of uryent 
necessity. They discover that some six or 
seven tenths of what is called ‘ the peo- 
ple’s bank’’ remain on the northern side of 
the river, but that only some ten to twenty 
per cent of the embankment is left on the 
southern side. Officers were sent to in- 
spect these banks, and have them raised, 
widened and connected, whilst dangerous 
points were to be further protected by a 
second embankment. They would observe, 
however, that easy as it would be to report 
the conclusion of their task when they have 
Increased and strengthened the ‘ people’s 


- bank” that already exists, and popular 


as auch a plan of operation would be 
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amongst the people themselves, they can- 
not leave the matter here, as this would 
not guarantee exemption from a recurrence 
of the mishaps that have occurred, with 
the ruinous expenditure for repairs and 
relief to sufferers that they entail. After 
careful consideration therefore they have 
suggested the erection of the continuous em- 
bankment referred to in the second of their 
three general proposals. As regards their 
third proposal, the cutting of a channel of 
derivation, the cause of the recent floods is 
attributed by all the sufferers to the silting 
up of the sand of the river’s mouth. Even 
granting that this accumulation of silt waa 
cleared away, there would still be insufti- 
cient drainage for the water when the 
volume was large. This is illustrated by 
the fact that although the water released 
by the breach at T‘ao-yuan last year flooded 
several districts, this did not prevent 
breaches occurring at Tan Kou, the Nan 
and Pei Ling, and other places. The 
only remedy, therefore, is to select the 
bed of some old river, which is com- 
paratively large, and erect works by which 
the surplus waters of the main river 
may be drained into it. Of these old river 
beds, the Memorialists, for reasons which 
they give at length, have selected the Ma 
Chia Ho, which enters the seain the Hai- 
féng and Chan-hua Districts in the Pre- 
fecture of Wu-ting in the province of 
Chihli. They propose to cut a further 
channel from a place called Pai-luug Wan 
into the ‘I’u Hai river,and a third from 
Huang-tou Yai, iu the Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Dis- 
trict further up the stream, to connect 
with the Chao-yu river, thence by means 
of the Wei Ho, communication will be 
made with the Ma-chia river, by way 
of Fan-chia Ch’iao in the T6 p‘ing Dis- 
trict. An allowance will be given to the 
owners of land whose property will be 
injured by these works. The scheme as 
set forth in these three propositions of the 
Memorialists had met with the universal 
approval of persons of experience to whom 
it have been referred before being submit- 
ted to His Majesty. For Decree see earlier 
Gazette. 

May 14th.—(1) The only document 
worthy of record in this day’s issue is a 
Memorial from the Literary Chancellor at 
Canton in reply to a Decree calling atten- 
tion to the irregularities allowed at the 
examinations in the Canton province, His 
Majesty’s notice having been directed to 
the subject by an anonymous Memorialist. 
The Literary Chancellor admits the truth of 
the charges made, and says that it has been 
his constant thought, since his assumption of 


his present duties, how he can best check 
the evils which have assumed such serious 
proportions, The principal means by 
which illiterate candidates secure degrees 
is through the agency of substitutes, some 
substitutes supplying several candidates 
with essays ready written, others furnish- 
ing rough drafts which are copied. It 
often happens that different substitutes 
are obtained for the regular examinations 
and under these circumstances a careful 
scrutiny of the two sets of papers sent in 
by the candidate will disclose a difference 
in the handwriting. Where the same 
substitute prepares both sets of papers, it 
will be necessary to refer to earlier papers 
written by the candidate at the prefectural 
and departmental examinations, and when 
the candidate has copied drafts supplied 
him, his fraud may often be detected 
by errors or slips that break the con- 
tinuity of the composition. Other safe- 
guards are to be found in careful atten- 
tion to the guarantees of identity and 
fitness supplied by every candidate. The 
Memorialist has given strict orders that 
attention shall be paid to the strict observ- 
ance of all precautionary rules, and he can 
only say that he will spare no pains and 
will be regardless of popularity, in his 
efforts to remove the abuses which un- 
doubtedly exist.—Rescript : Noted. 

May 15th.—(1) A long Memorial fron 
Yén Mao, President of one the minor 
courts, who makes the general inefticiency 
of the official body, eugendered by the 
introduction of the purchase system, a text 
for the suggestion of some minor reforms 
which he wishes tu see introduced amongst 
the Manchu pi teh shih, or official writers 
attached to the different Boards. A be- 
ginning, he says, must be made somewhere, 
and a reform of the official budy generally 
should naturally commence in Peking 
and be initiated with the Bannermen, who 
are under the special protection of the 
Emperor himself. Although the purchase 
of the particular class of oftice which he 
wishes to see reformed has been abolished, 
before its final abolition there was a 
great rush of applicants. Men had also 
been for years past buying their way 
into official life through this channel, 
with the result that there are now several 
thousand, of these goverument clerks on 
the list who could not be cleared off 
in twenty years. It was owing to the 
number of these clerks that a decree was 
issued some time since ordering that their 
attainments should be strictly tested. It 
was then found that only a very few who 
presented themselves at the Buard for a 
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personal test of their capabilities could read 
the text of the Laws, while of those who 
could read them somecould notexplain what 
they read, and others were unable to form 
connected sentences with the characters 
before them. These are the men who in 
time to come become Secretaries of Depart- 
ment in the Boards. The remedy this 
state of affairs, and to furnish a staff of 
competent clerks, the Memorialist proposes 
that Manchus who have taken the degree 


‘of chit jén, but have failed to pass for the 


higher degree after one trial, shall be dis- 
tributed amongst the different Boards to 
act as official clerks. One of these chi jén 
should obtain one out of every three vacan- 
cies that occur, the other two being reserved 
for the expectants already on the list. 

(2) T‘u Tsung-ying, Governor General 
of the Hu Kuang Provinces, sends in a 
strong appeal for permission to vacate his 
post. The forty days’ leave already granted 
him have nearly expired, and his ailments 
seem to increase instead of improve. He 
is over seventy years of age, and feels quite 
incompetent in his failing condition of 
health to undertake satisfactorily the re- 
sponsibilities of the important position that 
he holds. By a Rescript appended to the 
Memorial he isyranted a month’s extra leave. 

May 16th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
President of the Censorate and the Board 
of Punishments to consider the penalty 
that should hereafter be imposed upon 
individuals who take charge of the clothes 
of robbers. This decree is issued in reply 
to a Memorial from Li Ho-nien, recently 
Governor of Honan, who points out that 
there is no special clause in the Penal Code 
to meet the case of Wang Shu-wen, the 
lad took care of the clothes of Hu ‘I'‘i-an 
while he was engaged in the robbery that 
led to the complications which have re- 
cently been reported at length. 

(2) Memorial from Chou Chia-mei, Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, Gov- 
ernor of the Imperial Prefecture, and 
Superintendent Inspector of the Govern- 
ment Schools for Gioro and Imperial clans- 
men in the east and west divisions of 
Peking. He requests that these schools 
may be included in the list of the Manchu 
schools, the reformation and reorganisation 


' of which have been‘recently referred to a 


Committee of High Officers specially ap- 
pointed for the purpose. As Superiutend- 
ent of these schools, it is the duty of the 
Memorialist to see that the studies of the 
scholars are properly conducted. ‘Ihe 
Grand Secretary Pao Yiin and others have 
recently been directed to consider the re- 
organisation aud reform of the Government 
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schools for the education of the children 
of Manchu and Mongol Bannermen, to- 
gether with the school near ‘‘ Prospect 


. Hill” for the education of the orphan child- 
' ren of the hereditary nobility. The Givro 


' time since, 


and Imperial clausman who are government 
scholars being directly connected with tne 
Imperial family, should naturally receive 
special attention, and onthe representation 


_ of a President of one of the Minor Courts 


His Majesty was pleased to order some 
that examination of the 


_ scholars should be held twice a month by 


the Superintending High Officer, minor 
examinations being frequently held by the 
masters themselves. Jt is naturally the 
duty of the officers concerned to do their 
best to maintain the efliciency of these 
schools, but it seems to the Memorialist 
that they ought to be put on the same 
footing in the matter of repairs to build- 
ings and payment of masters and scholars, 
ag all the other government schools. Now 
the government scholars in the Banner 


, &hools, though they are subject to the usual 


discount, get nevertheless three-fifths ‘of 


' the one tael five mace, which is their regu- 


lation allowance. The Gioro and Tsung-shih 
government scholars are paid under another 
system, by which a discount of ninety per 
cent is deducted from the tael, and they 


' only get a tenth of the regulation allow- 


ance. ‘I'he Banner scholars, again, are 
Under the Superintendence of the Imperial 
Academy, which gives them a stimulus to 
exertion by providing a gradual increase 


. of emoluments ; this stimulus is wanting 


in the case of Gioro and Tsung-shih 
scholars, Before the reforms now being 
considered were suggested, the condition 
of these last was far inferior to that of the 
Banner scholars, and now that loans are 
being raised for the repair of the Banner 
schools, aud measures taken for providing 
them with permanent endowments, while 
the different schools are placed under the 
management of this or that institution, it 
seems to the Memorialist that the Gioro 
and Tswng-shih schools should also be 
Included in the uew scheme. Fur Decree 
see Gazette of Ist May. 

(3) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang re- 
porting that he has considered it advisable, 
on the representation of the Salt Cuomp- 


' troller and the Taotai at Huai-yang, to 


reduce the issue of Salt permits for Auhui 


. had applied for permission to allot. 


by more than half the number which he 
The 


, Otiginal intention of the Memorialist, as 








; Set forth in earlier reports to the Throne, 


Was to restore the number of yin, or per- 


ata charge of Tls. 16 per yin. To this 
suggestion the Board gave their consent, 
provided that the increase, upon reflection, 
did not appear too rapid. They subse- 
quently communicated to the Memorialist 
a proposition that had been laid before 
the Throne by a Censor that a certain 
number of new merchants should be 
admitted into the trade on condition 
of their making good the price of certifi- 
cates issued, on the basis of the old regula- 
tions. On the matter being referred to 
the Salt Commissioner aud the Taotai above 
mentioned, they reported that payments 
on the basis proposed by the Censor could 
never be met either by newly admitted 
merchants or those already in the trade, 
as the price of the licenses varies, and at 
the rate suggested, the margin of profits 
would not be large enough. They propose 
now to issue a hundred and forty eight 
circular licenses which will allow an export 
bf 17,760 yin, or rather less than half the 
amount proposed to be issued by the Me- 
morialist. They suggest, however, that 
the price of each yin shall be raised from 
Tls. 16 to Tis. 20. Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue take Note. 

May 17th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of reports from the Governors- 
General at Canton and Nanking embodying 
the result of their enquiries into the con- 
duct of one Huang Ssit-yung, a Compiler 
of the Han-lin Yuan, and Fang Kung-hui, 
expectant Prefect in Kuang-tung, who were 
recently denounced by the supervising 
censor Teng Chéng-hsiu. The Memorialists 
find that there are no proof that Huang 
Ssii-yung is either scheming or unseemly 
in conduct ; and that Fang Kung-hui is 
not, as alleged, a grasping usurer. ‘Their 
enquiries have, huwever, elicited the fact 
that Hung Ssii-yung bonght a dwelling 
house in Shanvhai through the agency of 
one Chu Hsi-k‘ang, a relative, who also 
bought two houses for himself. Huang 
Ssti-yung was not a shareholder in the 
purchase of certain foreign houses at 
Shanghai effected hy Yao Pav-hsiin, which 
last year formed the subject of an enquiry, 
but Yao Pao-hsiin collected the rents upon 
Chu Hsi-k‘ang’s property at the instance 
of the latter, who falsely represented the 
said houses to be the property of Huang 
Ssti-yung. Although the implication of 
Huang Ssii-yung iu these transactions was 
merely the result of a want of care on his 
part, he cannot be absolved from all blame, 
and is hereby handed to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. , 

(2) The Governor-General of Fuhtkien 


mits, for sale of salt in Anhui, to 42,801, | and Chekiany reports the despatch of a 
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portion of the subsidy for Peking at which 
the province of Fuhkien is assessed for 
the present year. The following is the 
details of the assessment. 

The office of the Imperial House- = Tls. 


hold from tea duties............... 50,000 
The Board of Revenue, from the 
SAMO SCLVICO .....ceeceeeesenceerens - 200,000 
Contribution towards the main- 
tenance of the Banner Corps 
‘\ls. 5,000 per mensem............ 60,000 
Lekin on foreign opium ............ 50,000 
Contribution towards maintenance 
of defences on the north-east 
FrONbICL ...ccccsescssececssesecereeeee 80,000 
Tis, 440,000 





Tis. 50,000 of this amount are now re- 
mitted, though the Memorialist protests 
that times are hard, and the income of the 
province is insufficient to meet expendi- 
ture. 

May 18th.—(Court Circular.) Liu Chang- 
yo, Governor-General of Yiiunan and Kuei- 
chow, paid his respects upon arrival in 
Peking. 

(1) Tso Tsung-t‘ang and the Governor 
of Anhui report the capture of one 
Hsi Hsiao-hou-tsti, a notorious criminal, 
for whom search has been made ever 
since the year 1876. This individual 
was the head of an_ insurrectionary 

-movement in the year aforesaid, but 
managed to make his escape when his 
accomplices were seized and executed. A 
reward of Tls. 1,000 was offered for his 
capture, but he got amongst the salt 
smugglers on the borders of Chékiang and 
Anhui, where he was able to obtain early 
information of attempts to arrest him, 
and had hitherto successfully managed 
to evade capture. On the arrival of 
the Memorialist at his post, he gave orders 
for stern measures to be taken to prevent 
the harbouring of criminal refugees, and 
at the same time adopted plans for stop- 
ping the illicit trade in salt. The result 
of this was that Hsi Hsiao-hou-tzu (Hsi, 
the little monkey) had no foothold any- 
where, and his sources of information 
were fewer. By dint of heavy bribes 
and the employment of spies, he was 
at last inveigled into the T‘ung-shan Dis- 
trict in Kiangsu, where he was surrounded 
by a force of soldiers and runners from 
Soochow. He made a fierce resistance, 
and his struggles to get away wounded two 
runners with a foreign bayonet he carried, 
and very nearly succeeded in making his 
escape; but a large number of train- 
bands, with cavalry and soldiers, camo up, 
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when one of them wounded him in the 
side, and got his bayonet from him, 
after which he was easily taken. After 
his deposition had been taken, the Me- 
morialist gave orders that he should be 
summarily executed, and his head exposed. 


‘The last four pages of the Memorial are 


occupied with suggestions for the reward 
of the officers who were instrumental in 
the capture of the prisoner. The Rescript 
authorises the selection of afew of the most 
deserving officers for the bestowal of re- 
wards, 

May 19th.—(Court Circular) Hsii T* ung, 
chief examiner at the recent examinations 
for the degree of chin shih, reports the 
conclusion of his duties. Liu Ch‘ang-yu, 
Governor General of Yunnan and Kuei- 
chow, was received in audience. 

(1) A Memorial from Lou Yii-p‘u, Super- 
vising Censor of the Board of Punishments, 
protesting against the extortions that are 
practised by Customs underlings at the 
Ch‘ung-wén gate of Peking. After quot- 
ing various Decrees that have been issued 
at different times enjoining the strictest 
attention to the levy of duties at the vari- 
ous stations in and near Peking, and 
prohibiting the slightest approach to ex- 
action or extortion, for which the Super- 
intendents will be held responsible, the 
Memorialist observes that in the face 
of these distinct and emphatic warnings 
issued by Imperial authority, the abuses 
to which they point are as rife as ever. 
Personal baggage entering or leaving the 
city, whether it contains dutiable articles 
or not, is detained by the runners, and the 
owners are subjected to extortionate levies. 
A claim even is set up for a duty of Tis. 4 
for every box, and the traders and private 
individuals who are the victims of these 
extortions are afraid to give expression to 
the anger that such treatment arouses in 
their minds. In the opinion of the Memo- 
rialist, the beneficence that has charactered 
the rule of the present dynasty more than 
two hundred years past is being under- 
mined and injured by the conduct of , 
these individuals to whom he refers. 
Their wolfish and tiger-like nature, and 
their cruel and wicked attitude are in- , 
deed sufficient to cause the hair to bristle ; 
with indignation. Nevertheless, though . 
it is the underlings to whom the term - 
tiger-like and wolfish applies, it is the , 
Superintendents who allow them to give , 
vent to their inhuman propensities, and 
the Memorialist would pray that orders | 
may be issued by His Majesty for the con- 
dign punishment both of Superintendents © 
and underlings who may be found to have j 


. fastened in his 
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been guilty of the acts of which he com- 
plains. He would further pray that a 
decree may be issued enunciating afresh 
the existing regulations, which should be 


cut on wooden boards and issued to every. 


customs station, that the tariff may be 
known to traders and duty observed by 
them. For Decree see Gazette of May 7th. 

(2) Postscript Memorial froin the same 
officer. He has been informed that one 
Chao Kuang-ti, a provincial graduate of 
Chékiang, entered Pekiny by the Nan Hsi 
gate at daylight on the morning of the 
14th of April, when his cart was stopped 
by a number of men whodemanded money 
from him. They asserted that they were 
the servants of the Superintendent, and 
that by a rule recently made every one 
entering the gate must ‘‘give evidence of 
loyalty’? by a pay payment of money. 
The graduate, who was anxiously pressing 
forward to be in time for his examination, 
gave them a few hundred cash and begged 
them not to delay him, but the runners 
and underlings became still more vociferous 
in their demands, and tried to intimidate 
him in every way they could, saying 
that they would lock him and his ser- 
vant up. He was finally allowed to 
proceed at 2 p.m., after he had given 
them some silver. By the time he had 
got inside the inner city the gates of the 
Examination Hall were already closed. The 
. feeling of the other candidates was very 
' bitter when they heard of this treatment 
of one of their number. After comment- 
ing in severe language on this act of extor- 
tion and its consequences, not only to the 
individual himself, but the effect it has 
upon public opinion at large, the Memoria- 
list prays that this case may also be made 
- the subject of special enquiry, and the 
guilty parties properly dealt with, (For 
Decree see Gazette of 7th May.) 

(3) In a third Memorial the same officer 
requests that every ofticially authorised 
customs runner may be dressed in uni- 
form and furnished with a ticket to be 
belt upon which his 
hame is written, that any aggrieved per- 
‘ son, may know the name of the indivi- 
dual against whom he has a complaint 
: tomake. The Memorialist would further 
. Suggest that orders be issued that the 
’ families of any official, who cannot always 
accompany the head of the household, may 
at once be allowed to enter the gates of 
the city upou mentioning the name of the 
official to whom they belong. For Decree 
see Gazette of 7th May. 

May 20th.—(1) A Decree in answer to a 


praying that orders may be given for 
the reorganisation of scholastic institu- 
tions. The colleges established in the 
various provinces have for their object 
the cultivation of literary talent, and 
the systematic organisation of these es- 
tablishments is absolutely dependent for 
success upon the Presidents who are 
placed in charge of them. According to 
the Memorialist’s account, the abuses that 
arise from the exercise of private interest 
direct and indirect are greatly on the in- 
crease. In future the appointment of the 
Presidents of these provincial colleges must 
be left entirely to the official gentry of the 
locality, and the authorities are in no way 
to control the selection they may make. 
The function of the Literary Chancellor is 
to control education, and it is from him 
that the literary classes take their cue. 
‘The officers who are selected for this post 
must be capable of ordering their conduct 
aright and giving a stimulus to sound 
learning, if they would prove themselves 
worthy of the oftice which they hold. It 
has been the practice for Governors 
General and Governors to send in a secret 
report to the Throne upon the capacities 
of the Literary Chancellors at the close 
of every year. These reports must in 
future be faithful representations of the 
results of the enquiries into the capa- 
bilities of the officers in question, and the 
former will positively be held responsible 
should they fail to bring to our notice the 
incapacity of any Literary Chancellor 
whose reputation is of an ordinary kind. 
We refer to the Board whose concern it is 
the two propositions made by the Censor 
on the withholding of the full number of 
degrees when they are not fairly deserved, 
and the elimination of incapable ofticers of 
instruction. 

(2) A long Memorial from Wu Haiin, a 
Senior Secretary of the Board of Ceremon- 
ies, protesting against the scheme recently 
proposed by Yu Po-ch‘uan and Ch‘en 
Shih-chieh for improving the condition 
of the Yellow River. His objections, 
which are based upon the usages of the 
Han dynasty, and the system follow- 
ed by successive Emperors, are directed 
chiefly against the channels of derivation 
which it is proposed to open under the 
new scheme. ‘These channels, he con- 
tends, will weaken the flow of the main 
stream, and prevent the scour which is 
created when the river is‘high, thus allow- 
ing silt to accumulate and causing the 
very disasters avainst which it is intended 
to guard. The Memorial is interspersed 


memorial from the Censor Chon Chi‘i-t‘ai ; with references tu history, from the Han 
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dynasty downward, and the writer justifies 
his theories by a comparison with the pro- 
cedure adopted in ancient times. For 
Decree see Gazette of 7th May. 

May 2lst.—(1) A Memorial from Hsi 
Chén, Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Ottice. He commences with a few reflec- 
tions on the liberal treatment of Censors 
by His Majesty, which ho fears may tend 
to a wholesale intrusion of opinions from 
that class, many of which will not be sound 
or wholesome. In his opinion, therefore, 
it will be better, instead of waiting until 
the multiplicity of useless suggestions shall 
have elicited a caution from the Throne, to 
select a few individuals known for their 
debating powers and for their fearless- 
ness in giving honest expression to the 
opinions which they hold. The Memorialist 
would submit the names of one or two 
men of this stamp for His Majesty’s appro- 
val. He humbly ventures to think that 
Pao Ting, the Vice-President who was not 
long since cashiered, led the van of late years 
in the rank of Censors, both in the matter 
of his suggestions, and in the courage of 
his opinions. It seems to the Memorialist 
a pity that such a man as this, whose 
equal in fearless and singleminded state- 
ment of opinion is not to be found, should 
be discarded and lust to sight; and he 
would humbly pray His Majesty in view 
of the number of papers he has ready for 
presentation, to overlook his shortcom- 
ings, and consider the propriety of giving 
him a post which will enable him once 
more to address His Majesty. The second 
name submitted is that of Yii Yin-lin, Tao- 
tai in Hupei, whose memorials while a 
member of the Han-lin Yuan were con- 
spicuous for perspicacity, integrity, and 
wideness of view. It seems a pity that so 
capable an officer in this particular line 
should be wasted in the provinces, and the 
Memorialist would suygest that he be 
transferred to Peking.—For Decree cen- 
suring the temerity of these proposals see 
Gazette of May 7th. 

(2) Memorial from Lin Chin-t‘anyg apply- 
ing for a grant of ‘Ils. 10,000 for the 
southern league of the Turgut Kalmucks 
of the province of Harashar, who were 
robbed last spring of 185 horses by certain 
refugees from Ili, and are without funds 
to repair their irrigation dykes and houses 


that were destroyed during the rebellion. 


—Granted by Rescript. 

May 22nd.—(1) Memorial from Ch‘én 
Chifi-t‘ai, Censor of the Honan circuit. 
On the 4th of May, ou the occasion of the 
periodical worship at the Imperial Ances- 
tral Temple, when the Momorialist and 
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certain others were honoured with His 
Majesty’s commands to superintend the 
conduct of the sacrificial observances, the 
various oflicials envayed therein did not 
fail to comport themselves with due rever- 
ence. ‘The Assistaut Chamberlain Wén 
Shou, who acted as Libationer in one of 
the side halls, was an exception to this 
rule. Just before the ceremony com- 
menced, he was lolling in a chair, and laugh- 
ing and chatting in a free and easy 
manner; and while it was going ont he 


either sat down or sprawled, neither 
kneeling nor rising in the orthodox 
manner. In addition to this, he flourished 


his arms and legs about to drive the 
birds away. Your servant and_ those 
associated with him considered that on the 
occasion of these sulemu observances such 
freedom of manner was not right, and they 
accordingly addressed Wén Shou with a 
view to causing him to regulate his deport- 
ment. He resented their interference and 
argued with them, refusing to regard their 
warning, and behaving with a levity and 
arrogant obstinacy that was far from con- 
sistent with that display of reverence which 
his office of Assistant Libationer demanded. 
‘The control of ceremonial observances is 
the special function of the Memorialist 
and those with him, and they cannot, 
in the face of these improprieties, take 
refuge in silence. They respectfully leave 
to His Majesty the consideration of the 
penalty that should be imposed upon this 
ofticer in order to maintain the- decent 
fultilment of ceremonial observances. For 
Decree see Guzette of 8th May. 

May 23rd.—A Decree. Pien Pao-ti 
reports the result of his investigation of a 
case of brutal murder by lawless coal 
miners, and requests that the Board may 
be instructed to determine a special and 
severe penalty for the act which led to this 
crime. He states that in the Lei-yang Dis- 
trict in Hunan there are lawless individuals 
acting as miners, who kidnap or buy poor 
people and imprison them in mud huts in 
which they are forced to work ; they have 
further drawn up a code of terins for the 
unrestrained exercise of oppression and 
tyranny, with the result that many people 
die in their hands every year, That 
human life should be sacrificed by unprin- 
cipled people for their own private gain 
shows utter barbarity, inhumanity, and 
disregard for the laws of the Empire. 
Pien Pao-ti has now discovered the per- 
petrators of these atrocities, and dealt with 
them. Let him at once instruct the local 
authorities to have this Decree cut in stone 
as a perpetual prohibition against such 


. evil deeds. 
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Let the Board of Punishments 
consider how a special penalty can be pro- 


* vided to meet this particular crime, and 


report to Us. 

May 24th.—(1) A Decree. Cashiered 
officials have hitherto been prohibited by 
law from wearing a button, but of late 
there have been some individuals of this 
class who have continued to wear the but- 
ton of the rank of which they have been 
deprived. This is very far from what 
should be. In future, officials who have 
been reduced in rank or removed to an- 
other post, will be permitted to wear a 
button, should one have been bestowed 
upon them ; but no cashiered officers what- 
soever will be allowed to wear a button. 
Those officers whose faults have been 


condoned, and their names recorded for. 


further employment, or who have been 
restored to rauk from any cause, or those 
who have bought back their rank, will 
none of them be allowed to wear the button 
which had been before bestowed upon 
them. This, that the etiquette of the 
official body may be duiy observed. 

(2) Memorial from P‘éng Yi-lin, Ad- 
miral of the Yangtsze. In an earlier re- 
port, the Memorialist explained, in answer 
to the Decree directing him to take charge 
of the duties of T‘u Tsung-ying, that his 
health was in a most unsatisfactory condi- 
tion, and that he purposed to go to Ché- 
kiang to recruit, making his tour of inspeo- 
tion of the fleet as soon as he was well 
enough to do so. On the 26th of March 
he accordingly retired to a temple in Ché- 

iang to recruit, and was there honuured 
by His Majesty’s command with the ap- 
pointment of President of the Board of 
War. He at once had the incense table 
prepared, and facing the distant gates of 
the Imperial abode, he prostrated himself 
in thankful recognition of His Majesty’s 
goodness towards him. Feeling his budily 
infirmities incapacitated him for the duties 
of so important a post, he prayed His 
Majesty to revoke the appointment, and 
select a more worthy occupant for 
the position. He has not yet been 


“tT 


honoured with: His Majesty’s reply, -but } 


- meanwhile he has reflected how utterly 


unsuited both by temperament and capacity 
he is for such a post, while his medical 
advisers tell him that his ailments and in- 
firmities are not such as will yield to the 
usual tonics and remedies ; nor is he likely to 
Yegain his normal state of health for several 
months to come, while complete freedom 
from eare and anxiety is a necessary con- 
dition of recovery which must in any case be 
alow. The Memorialist has never availed 
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himself of the services of a Secretary, and 
it is his habit to conduct the whole of his 
official business himself, so that rest under 
such conditions is impossible; while he 
cannot banish anxiety and care from his 
mind in the face of the many national 
difficulties that present themselves, and in 
the presence of the poverty and distress 
that everywhere surrounds him. Having 
been repeatedly honoured with His Majes- 
ty’s commands, both last autumn and this 
spring, to go on special missions, he has 
been away most of the time in a small 
boat, with one servant, travelling to and 
fro. The accumulation of arrears of official 
correspondence from the five provinces along 
the river that awaited him at his residence 
in Chékiany was, consequently,considerable, 
and he has been devoting himself, during the 
time that he has been trying to recruit his 
health, to the clearing off of these arrears, 
a task which he has within the last few 
days completed. Though the doctors still 
declare that he required more time to get 
over his ailments, he feels it right to sacri- 
fice his comfort to his duty, and has accord- 
ingly determined to leave Chékiang on the 
4th of May on a tour of inspection. He 
will first go outside Woosung and inspect 
the steam fleet there, and after manoeuvres 
having been gone through on sea and land, 
he will enter the Great River, and proceed 
up stream, inspecting the fleets of the five 
provinces through which it passes. A re- 
port will be furnished by him at the cm- 
clusion of his tour.—Rescript : It is noted.’ 
The President in question, not having re- 
covered from his ailments, is hereby com- 
manded to pay special heed to the remedy 
thereof. As soon as he is convalescent, he 
will, in obedience to Our earlier Decree, 
come to the Capital for audience. 

May 25th.—(1) The Acting Governor. 
General of Yiinnan and Kueichow and the 
Governor of Kueichow report the reduction 
of the military establishment of the latter 
province by six thousand two hundred 
men, or twenty per cent of the whole pro- 
vincial army. ‘This reduction has been 
made with great reluctance by the Memo- 
rialists, in obedience to an Imperial decree, 
and they can only hope that in the event 
of arising of the Miao-tz% or any other 
disturbance, the present force will be 
found equal to the emergency without ex- 
traneous aid. The saving effected by this 

‘reduction is Tls. 7,659. : 

May 26th and 27th.—No documents of 
importance. 

May 28th.—(1) Liu Ch‘ang-yo, Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kueichow, is given 
permission to retire on the ground of ill- 


*. and, as such, sentenced to death. 
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health. He is to report himself in Peking 
when he has recovered. 

(2) Memorial from Liu Ping-chang, Go- 
vernor of Chékiang, protesting against the 
insistance of the Board of Revenue on the 
re-establishment of two Customs Stations 
at Hsi Hsin and Hu Shu. These stations 
were abolished twenty years ago at the 
instance of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, in order to 
make way for certain lekin collectorates, 
and the Board of Revenue now demand 
that they shall be re-established, and lekin 
and regular taxes simultaneously levied 
upon goods which pass these way. The 
Memorialist objects, on the ground that 
this step would seriously interfere with 
the levy of lekin, which at the best of times 
is insufficient for present needs, and would 
further encourage smuggling. He there- 
fore prays that the Board may be instructed 
to abandon their demand.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of Kirin 
recommending the sanction of a proposal 
by the local authorities of that city to 
devote the rent of certain Government 
lands, now lying waste, to the maintenance 
of free schools for the education of children 
of Bannerman in Kirin.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

May 29th.—(1) A Memorial from Li 
Ho-nien submitting a final protest against 
the decison of the Board of Punishments 
in the case of Wang Shu-wén. The Me- 
morialist, having failed to adhere to the 
strict letter of the law, has been mercifully 
created by His Majesty, who has only in- 
flicted the penalty of deprivation of office 
upon him. He rubs his body in humble 
submission to this correction, and com- 
munes with his heart in shame and re- 
morse for his shortcomings. He would 
not venture to intrude upon His Majesty 
any further remarks on this subject, were 
it not that the commonest gratitude for 
the many favours he has received demands 
that he should not keep silence on 
certain points. He then proceeds to regret 
that the Board of Punishments should 
have changed the sentence of Wang Shu- 
wén from death to bauishment. He was 
eighteen years old at the time he was 
taking charge of Hu Kuany té’s clothes, 
and admitted in his evidence before the 
Board, a thorough knowledge of the move- 
ments and dvings of Hu Kuang-té. So 


far, therefore, from his case being in any - 


way similar to that of a person carried off 
to a ship and made to act as servant to 
pirates, Wang Shu-wén was an accessory, 
This 
sentence cannot, it seems to the Memorialist, 
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be said not to be in conformity with the 
law; indeed, had it not been passed 
there is every reason to believe that the 
that the Board of Punishments would have 
accused the Memorialist of inventing a 
terminology of his own for the purpose of 
letting the prisoner off. Herein lies the 
reason for the adherence to the law observed 
by the officers who tried the case. Ch‘éng 
Ku-tui and Wang Yao-lao the former of 
whom was the same age as Wang Shu-wén 
accepted the sentences of death that was 
passed upon them, and Wang Shu-wén, an 
accessory after that fact, was sentenced 
only to banishment; and even this he 
would have escaped had His Majesty not 
fortunately refused to remit it, as was sug- 
gested. The settlement of this case has 
given rise to much discussion, and many 
doubts. The Memorialist’s great fear is 
that judicial officers will be tempted 
hereafter, with this experience before 
them, to treat cases of the sort either too 
leniently, or with excessive severity. 

Nowinu the 9th year of Tung Chih a law 
was passed enunciating afresh the old law 
which made no distinction between princi- 
pal and accessory. This law has been 
stoutly maintained by the Board of Punish- 
ment, in spite of repeated remonstrances 
from the Censors ; and yet, in the present 
case, they have made a distinction between 
principal and accessory. As some uniformi- 
ty in criminal procedure appears to be 
necessary to its intelligent application, the 
Memorialist would humbly suggest that 
Nine Chief Ministries of State be called 
upon duly to consider a fresh law on tle 
subject of robbery, and to submit it to the 
Throne. From this time forward, either 
a distinction should be made between prin- 
cipal and accessory after the fact, or it 
should not; that there may be unanimity 
of opinion on the subject, and provincial 
officials charged with the trial of cases of 
robbery may have some definite ground 
upon which to base their decisions. For 
Decree see Gazette of May oth. 

(2) The remittance of the first instal- 
ment of the subsidy demanded from the 
Canton Customs for the 9th year of Kuang 
Hasii is reported by the high authorities at 






Canton. ‘The following are the items of 
the assessment :— 

Tis. 
Maritime Customs duties .......0000. 200,000 
Surplus assessment ...... a .» 60,000 
For the Peking Field Force ........ . 45,000 


For pay to Yung Chi‘iian’s troops a 
monthly remittance of Tls. 1,200 14,400 
Additional monthly allowance to 
the above Tis, 2,500 .....secceeee 50,000 
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Annual grant for arrears to Ching 
Lien’s troops.....sescseceseessseseveees 90,000 
[These amounts to be paid out of 
the three-fifth’s share of Foreign 
Customs’ duties]. 
Refund on Fuhkien loan in instal- 
ments ; each instalment............ 6,000 
For Northern Frontier Defence ...120,000 
For the Office of the Imperial House- 
Hold v.ccccccorsesecsesscereceseseeeses++300,000 





Total Ts. 825,400 
May 30th.—(1) A Decree directiug Li 


- Wéu-yi, General of the I‘éng Yuen divi- 


- sion in Yiinnan, to vacate.his post. 
. acting Governor General reports that this 


The 


oficer, having applied for leave to visit his 
native place, has never yet made his ap- 


_ pearance at his post; as he bears, more- 


over, an indifferent reputation, the Go- 


- vernor General prays that he may be called 


- upon to resign. 


Chang Sung-lin is ap- 
pointed in his place. 
(2) Tsen Yii-ying, Acting Governor-Gen- 


eral of Yiinnan and Kueichow is appoint- 


ed to that post in succession to Liu Chang- 
yo, who has been permitted to retire. 


_ Chang Chao-tung is appuinted Governor of 


Fahkien, where he has been acting in that 


; capacity. A long Memorial from the Pre- 
. sident of a minor court su gesting certain 
. amendments in the law with reference tu the 


crime of robbery, and a report of a case of 
murder im Kuei-chou, occupy, with one 
exception, the remainder of this day’s 
issue, 

(3) The Director-General of the Yelluw 
River reports that the grain fleet has been 
safety and expeditiously taken through the 
portion of its route that livs within his 
]urisdiction, and has entered the continues 
of Shantang. 

May 31st.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kueichow repurting the suc- 
less of the efforts that have been made by 


- himself and his agents toward educating 


the Miao tztt or aborigines of that province, 
aud bringing them within the pale of 
Civilisation. These Miao tzti are to be 
found in the greatest numbers in the six 
sub-prefectures comprised within the juris- 
diction of the Iutendant of the Kuei ‘Tung 
Circuit, and, next to this region, in the 
Various departments that skirt the upper 
and lower reaches of the river. ‘They 
possess a distinctive dress of their own, 
While their language and usages are differ- 
ent from those of their neighbours, and, it 
18 needless tu add, they are in utter iguor- 
ance of the nature of Chinese literature, or 
of the usazes aud amenities of civilised 
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life. They are densely stupid and ignorant 
by nature, and of a fierce and savage 
disposition ; and, as they place themselves 
in a category outside the human pale, they 
are so treated by ordinary run of men. So 
it is that they are the spoil of the unprin- 
cipled adventurer, and outbreaks on their 
part are matters of constant occurrance, 
The Chinese authorities endeavour to keep 
them in check by means that have not the 
sanction of reason or principle, and this 
again is another fertile source of disorder, 
and none but remedies that are radical in 
their application will prevent a periodical 
outbreak of these disorders at recurring 
intervals of ten years or more. The last 
outbreak lasted from the year 1854 to 1872. 
By direction of Their August Majesties 
now deceased, the aid of the military 
of several provinces and monetary sub- 
sidies from others were applied to the 
carrying out of a combined policy of con- 
ciliation aud extermination, which finally 
resulted in the restoration of order. It 
was not, however, until the year 1878 that 
the ‘‘ripples” of disorder had disappeared, 
and perfect quiet prevailed, so great were 
the difticulties that presented themselves 
in the way of pacification. The Memo- 
rialist has been a personal witness of these 
efforts from their commencement to their 
cluse, and he ventures to think that he 
has some knowledge of the cause of the 
disaffection that it has taken so many years 
to set at rest. He feels convinced that 
nothing but the reform of their disposition 
by the spread of education, and the altera- 
tion of their habits, to be brought about 
by a change of dress and personal ap- 
pearance, will secure permanent tranquil- 
lity amonyst these people. Ewmbued with 
this conviction, the Memorialist, on taking 
leave of Her Majesty the Empress in the 
autumn of 1876, reported, in answer to the 
questions Her Majesty was pleased to put 
to him, that education and change of costuine 
were essential conditions of success in the 
civilisation of the Miao tzi, a contention 
he support: d by pointing to the satisfactory 
results which had attended this course in 
the case of the Miao tztiin Hunan, The 
Memorialist found on arrival in the pro- 
vince that the five schools established by 
his predecessors were poorly patronised by 
the children of the Miao tz, who were so 
obstinately wedded to their own boorish 
ways that they regarded study as akin 
to official service, and were constantly 
applying to be let off from attendance at 
school. ‘Truly their ignorance is piti- 
ful! The change of costume presen- 
ted a still greater difticulty, fur they 
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imagined that shaving their heads gave 
them the plague, and that clothes with 
seams tended to shorten life, which would 
be an offence against their ancestry. The 
Memorialist, disappointed at he was at the 
failure of these plans, felt that the end 
was not to be compassed either by penal- 
ties or regulations, and that the only 
hope of success was to get at the people 
through someone who knew them well, 
and could exhort them by word of month. 
He found the kind of agent he required in 
‘ao Mao-liu, formerly Commander-in- 
chief of Kansu, now doing duty in Kuei- 
chow, who had lived many years amongst 
the Miao-tzti, aud knew them well. He 
sent for him to the provincial capital, 
and after consulting with him, and ex- 
horting him to use patience in his deal- 
ings with these people, and to take special 
care that they were not subject to extortion 
on the part of the soldiers, he sent him 
back to the command he held, with in- 
junctions to invite the co-operation of the 
local authorities in the task he had before 
him. This officer, having sent for the 
various headmen amongst the Miao-tzii, 
and duly exhorted them, sent them back 
with some picked petty officers and yamén 
runners of tried sobriety and intelligence, 
who went about amongst the people ex- 
horting them and urging them to follow 
the example of their fellow aborigines in 
Hunan. Such success attended their 
efforts, that in the six months ending 
with the close of last year uo less than 
546 villages, consisting of 27,864 familes, with 
a population of 74,304 individuals, adopted 
the Chinese dress. A census of these people 
was taken by T‘ao Mao-lin, who brought it 
himself to the capital, and tuld the Memo- 
rialist that the whole population, male 
and female, had all taken kindly to the re 
forms instituted ; that they had abandoned 
the horn into which they are wont to twist 


their hair, and the crinoline ne it is 


their custom to wear; and, in the majority 
of cases, the change has been entirely 
voluntary. Rescript: Noted. 


June 1st.—The Governor of Chékiang 
reports the despatch from Shanghai of the 
last instalment of tribute rice due from 
his province. 264,300 piculs have been 
sent forward from this province to Peking 
during the present year, : 


(2) A Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
and the Governor of Kiangsu reporting on 
certain transactions in house property in 
Shanghai by one Huang Ssii-yung, who 
was charged by au auonymuus accuser, 
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amongst other improprieties, of owning 
houses in Shanghai which were let out as 
brothels. The report, which is somewhat 
lengthy and most uninteresting, has been 
summarised in a decree already noticed. 
Huang Ssii yung was found not to be a 
shareholder in the land company got 
up by Yao Pao-hsiin, whose speculations 
in land and  house-property in the 
Foreign Settlement of Shanghai have 
recently formed the subject of enquiry, 
and led to the loss of his official rank 
and status. The charges against Huang Ssii- 
yang had, however, a certain justification. 
He had purchased a dwelling house in a 
street known as the SanCh ‘in-li, and this, as 
far as he knew, was the only house he had; 
but a relation of his, who was his agent, 
was the purchaser of two other houses on 
Huang’s behalf, but unbeknown to him, 
from Yao Pao-hsiiun, who collected the 
rents and paid them over to this relative 
who acted as Huang Ssit-yung’s agent. 
When Yao Pao-hsiin was denounced, the 
ayency of these houses was handed over to 
the foreign firms of Chao Fung (E. J. 
Hogs) and Té Ho (H. Lester), who 
collected the rents. Certain rooms in 
these two houses were let to prostitutes; 
hence, although he himself was ignorant 
of the transaction, Huang Ssti-yung was, 
in point of fact, as charged by his accuser, 
the owner of houses of ill-fame. He is, 
doubtless, to blame for not being more 


_discreet in the exercise of supervision over 


the action of his agent, and the Memo- 
rialists would leave it to His Majesty to 
decide what slight penalty should be im- 
posed upon him. (Huang Ssi-yung took 
the first place at the Metropolitan Examina- 
tion of 1880.) 

June 2ud.—(1)The only document worthy 
of note in this day’s issue is a Memorial 
from a Censor urging the institution of 
educational reforms, with a view to pro- 
viding in the future a more competent 
body of olticers for the public service. 
Now that purchase has been abolished, 
and expectants of office that that system 
created in such numbers are no longer sent 
forward to the different provinces to await 
employment, a gradual purification of the 
official body will result. But radical crises 
require fundamental treatment, and in the 
Memorialist’s opinion reforms must com- 
mence in the earlier stages of the official 
curriculum if really efficient public servants 
are to be secured. In other words, the 
educational system requires reforming. 
Hereupon he proceeds to divulge his 


; scheme for accomplishing this end, which 


! 
i 


he divides into four prepositions ;— 
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a.—The limitation of the numbers of 
candidates that are passed at the prefec- 
tural, district, and departmental examina- 
tions, 

b.—The weeding out of the educational 
department, and removing from the list of 
expectants in that line, as far as possible, 
all who have purchased the reversion of 
office. 

e.—The improvement of provincial col- 
leges, and the appointment of Presidents 
by the gentry withput official interference. 

d.—A careful selection of Literary Chan- 
cellors. ; 

See Gazette of 20th May. 


June 8rd.—(1) Wang Ming-luan VERE 


is appointed Literary Chancellor of 
Shantung. 

(2) A Decree directing the Board of 
Civil Office to take into consideration the 
issue of regulations to chéck the growing 
practice amonyst nominees to certain posts 
of applying for leave and failing to present 
themselves at the place to which they are 
sent when the post does not please them. 

(3) With two minor exceptions, the 
whole of the remainder of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a Memorial from 
the Governor of Shautung giving a cate- 
gorical denial to a number of charges made 
againsts Jén Tao-jung, the former Go- 
vernor, and P‘an Chiin-wén, the Provincial 
Judge. The report is long and most 
uninteresting. : 

June 4th.—(1) The Governor-General of 
Shénsi and Kansu applies for the donation 
of an Imperial tablet to a temple in Tan- 
ko-érh Ting, erected to the God of War. 
The protecting care of this deity has been 
manifested on many occasions during the 
recent rebellion. In the year 1872, for in- 
stance, when the town had been besieged 
for some ten successive days and nights, 
and the rebels had already gained a footing 
on the walls, a red lantern was suddenly 
seen moving to and fro upon the walls, and 
on it was written the name of the God of 
War and of the Tutelary Deity, This so 
disconcerted the rebels that they fell back 
and ran away, and the city was saved. A 
similar mark of distinction is solicited forthe 
deity of a temple in another town, whose 
manifestations were also extraordinary. It 
had been the habit of the people to get 
their water outside the walls, but, on the 
Investment of the town by the rebels, 
Wells had to be dug. No water could be 
reached, however, even at 200 feet, and, in 
despair, the population, officials and peuple, 
Went to this temple aud prayed for succuur. 
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That very night a bubbling spring rose up 
in every well, and flowed without cessation, 
The water outside having given out, the 
rebels had to retire and the town was 
saved. 

(2) A Memorial from the same officer, 
extending over some fifteen pages, con- 
taining a report of the result of his en- 
quiries into a number of charges brought 
against the Intendaut of the Kan Liang 
circuit in Kausu, by an anonymous calum- 
niator. This enquiry has led to the dis- 
covery of no such improprieties as the 
Taotai is charged with, but it has elicited 
the fact that he has been guilty of indeci- 
sion of character in certain particulars, 
for which, it is suggested, he shall receive 
a penalty. Pa 

June 5th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Hunan reporting the result of 
his enquiries into the system that prevails 
amongst the miners of Lei-yang Hsien of 
buying destitute people for labour in the 
mines, from which, when they are once im- 
mured they never come out, the death of all 
of them resulting sooner or later from the 
barbarous treatment of their taskmasters. 
Upon the receipt of a Decree on this sub- 
ject on the 3rd of November 1879 (for 
which see summaries of that year), drawing 
attention to the revelations of a Censor as 
to the barbarities that were practised, the 
matter was taken in hand by Li Ming-ch’ih, 
the former Governor. The Prefect of 
Héng Chou, in which the district lies, 
deputed two graduates who were versed in 
mining matters to assist the magistrate of 
Lei-yang in making a searching enquiry into 
the whole matter. ‘These three individuals 
succeeded in rescuing over one huudred 
and forty destitutes that were immured in 
the mines, and the owners of the mines 
have been sent for to the prefectural city 
and examined by the prefect as to the 
nature of the barbarities that prevail. The 
prefect visited the provincial capital in the 
month of February last, and gave the 
Memorialist a personal account of the re- 
velatious that his enquiries had disclosed. 
Feeling that nothing but the most string- 
ent rules and the severest penalties would 
suffice to put an end for ever to these bar- 
barities, he told the prefect to furnish him 
with a detailed report of his views on the 
matter, This report has now come to 
hand, and from it the Memorialist gathers 
the foilowing description of the atrocities 
that are perpetrated. There are several 
hundred coal mines, or ‘coal holes,” as 
they are popularly called, in the Lei-yang 
District, and after these have been worked 
for some time the seams get flooded, and 
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it becomes necessary to bale the water out 
before the coal can be extracted. The 
miners engaye for this purpose water-coolie 
headmen, whose establishments are called 
‘© Water Contract Hongs.” ‘hese water 
coolies’ hongs are kept by the dregs of the 
population, and the manayers are utterly 
wicked and uunprincipled. They have 
formed themselves into a society called the 
Ch‘ing Lung Gui which comprises amongst 
its members all the bad characters of the 


neighbourhood, and the society has in- 


vested large sums of money in the estal- 
lishment of gambling houses and opium 
deus for the enticement of the unwary. 
Poor people get into their hands, and are 
ruined by heavy rates of interest charged 
upon gambling debts, while the society 
arranges with the wine shops and eating 
taverns to maintain an exorbitant rate fur 
the ordinary necessaries of life, until their 
unhappy victims, borne down by a crush- 
ing load of debt, are forced te sell their 
ersons, and enter the mines as slaves. 
t is also stated that stranyers are occasion- 
ally kidnapped for the same purpose. The 
water hongs build mud huts, hidden well 
under ground, and round the mine they 
construct a wooden palisade with only one 
small aperture for ingress and exit, which 
is guarded by the water hong; this they 
call ku, or “drums.” The unfortunates 
who have been betrayed iuto selling them- 
selves, or strangers who have been inveigled 
into their hands or kiduapped, are im- 
mured in their ku and called ‘‘ water- 
frogs.” ‘They are stripped of every 
garment they possess, even down to their 
shoes, and are made to take it in turns to 
bale out the water in the mines. This 
operation goes on day and night without 
intermission, and the cold and hunger they 
endure excites no pity in the hearts of 
their taskmasters. f£ they show the 
slightest symptoms of fatigue, they are 
beaten on the back with whips, and if 
they attempt to escape, their feet are 
stabbed with knives. ‘The mines are dark, 
and the atmosphere damp and chilly, while 
the nature of the employment is so extra- 
ordinarily painful that the more weakly 
constitutions frequently succumb after 
half a month of toil, while even the hardy 
find their feet mortify and their bellies 
swell after a few months of this treatment. 
They are not allowed to rest, and no 
medicinal remedies are given them when 
they are sick, their tormenters calmly 
sitting by as they die before their eyes. A 
still more heartrending circumstance is the 
fact that when the mines cease to be 
worked in the spring, the unhappy ‘* water 
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frogs’? who have managed to survive the 
horrors they have endured are still detained 
by the water hongs in their ku, or 
dungeons, that they may be available wheu 
the next season for baling water comes on, 
This their tormenters call yang-lao-mi, 
**pensiun rice fur the aged.” They have 
no communication with the outside world, 
and in many of these mines some hundreds 
of poor wretches must be annually done 
to death, while in none is the mortality 
less than sume scure gr so & year. As 
they die they are buried in some hole in 
the mountain side, and as their relatives 
and friends know nothing of their fate no 
report of the deaths is made or inquest 
held upon the bodies. Prohibition has 
succeeded prohibition «gainst indulgence 
in these barbaritivs, but the miners and 
water hongs have hitherto managed to 
evade them. The prefect has, however, 
now sent for aH the miners, and has dis- 
tinctly forbidden the use of such names as 
*‘ water frogs,” ‘‘drums” and “ pension 
rice” with the barbarities they conceal. They 
have been made to sign a bond undertaking 
to refrain from such practices in future, 
and this bond has been placed on record. 
Secret enquiries will, at the same time, be 
made, and a continuance of the offence 
will be met with a heavy penalty. At the 
conclusion of his report the prefect sub- 
mitted some regulations which he prayed 
the Memorialist to lay befure His Majesty. 
In doing so the Memorialist would observe 
that it would be utterly impossible to trace 
the number of deaths that have takeu place 
in these mines in years gone by, but while 
taking a lenient view of the past, he would 
reduuble the severity of the future, Iu 
the case of barbarities committed at the 
mines amongst the hills to the West of 
Peking, certain laws for the punishment of 
offences analogous to thuse detailed by the 
Memorialist were passed some years ago, 
and he would humbly pray that the Board 
may be ordered in this instance also to 
determine a special penalty for the class of 
offence described. He would add that in 
other districts in the province where there 
are coal mines, the balers are all paid, and 
no such institutions as ‘‘ water hungs”’ and 
the like exist.—For reply see Decree earlier 
issued. 

June 6th —({1) The Prince of Kung 
reminds His Majesty that the time for the 
annual airing of the ‘“ Veritable Reoord”’ 
has come round, and in accordance with 
instructions issued by the Emperor Chia 
Oh‘ing in the 22nd year of his reign the 
Prince and his colleagues beg to submit a 
list of high officers from whom His Majesty 
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is requested to select a Manchu and Chin- 
ese Givil Official to undertake the joint 
Superintendence of this function. 
(2) Postacript Memorial from Pien Pao- 
ti, Governor of Hunan. In the Book of 
Rites there is a passage to the following 
effect : ‘To refrain from killing insects or 
destroying the eggs of birds is a principle 
- of benevolent Government.” If such care 
is taken of the young of insects and of 
birds, how much more essential it is that 
this care should be extended to children 
of teuder years? Of late years a custom 
' has sprung up amongst the peasantry 
' of betrothing girls when three or four 
- years old, who are taken into the homes 
of the males to whom they are betrothed 
* until they shall be of a marriageable 
' age, Instances have come to the notice 


- of the Memorialist of the most barbarous 


" treatment of children of this class by 
' their relations in prospectu, the cruelties 
“ practised in sume cases resulting in the 
- death of the child. Inu one district 
- in his jurisdiction, for instance, a girl of 
' six years of aye was firat burnt on the arms 
- with a piece of lighted inceuse-stick by her 
: future mother-in-law, for accidental un- 
cleanliness, and because she cried, a hot 
iron was applied to her face, aud boiling 
water finally thrown on her, inflicting such 
: injuries that she died. 1u anuther district, 
* agiel who fell sick was strangled to save 
- the doctor’s bill. Now the law provides 
: that a penalty of a hundred blows with 
* banishment for two years shall be inflicted 
upon people who murder their daughters-in- 
- law, this penalty, in the case of a woman, 
being commuted fur a pecuniary fine, and 
it seems to the Memorialist that so nominal 
‘ @ penalty is quite inadequate as a deterrent 
against crimes such as he describes. Hé 
: therefore suggests that the Board of Punish- 
ments should be called upon to determine 
& special ‘penalty for the murder of 
betrothed children uuder fourteen years of 
: 8ge by their prospective parents-in-law, 
* under which such offences shall be punished 
by imprisonment for a term of years. — 

' Referred to the Board of Punishments. 
June 7th.—(1) The Governor-General 
aud ‘Tartar General at Oanton, with the 
Governor and the two Deputy Lieutenant 
Generals, submit a joint Memorial cover- 
. Ing an application from one Yung Chéng, 
ormerly a Lieutenant Colonel serving 
* Under Chin Shun in the North-West, but 
Subsequently cashiered aud banished to 
Canton to be placed under military super- 
: Cision. He states that his mother is eighty- 
fiveyeara of age, and has uo one but his elder 
rother, who is over sixty aud a cunfirmed 
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cripple, to look after her. He prays there- 
fore that his sentence of banishment may 
be removed, in order that he may return tu 
his mother and tend her in her declining 


years.—Granted by Rescript. 
PEED is 


June 8th.—Lin Shu-hsiiu 
appointed Judge of Shantung. 

June 9th.—(1) Liu Ping-chang, Governor 
of Chékiang, submits a return of the re- 
ceipts and disbursements of his predecessor 
in connection with the distress that was 
causee last year by floods in the six prefec- 
tures of Hang-chow, Chia-hsing, Hu-chow, 
Chin-hua, Ch‘ii-chow and Yén-chow. The 
following is a rough summary of the totals 
of expenditure :— 


Taels, Dollars, Cash. 
(Strings.) 
By Imperial Grant. 60,000 
Drawn from lekin 
POCOIPtS ......seeeee 3,000 62,000 
Balance from Ts‘ai- 
chow relief fund. ses .» 3,000 
By subscription from 
various provinces, 19,390 50,680 460 


Expended in_ re- 
pairs and wadded 
Clothes............... 2,000 34,500 3,000 


81,390 88,180 6%,460 





In addition to the above, yrain to the 
amount of 47,000 piculs was distributed. 
(2) Postscript Memorial from Ts‘8n Yii- 
ying, Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow. Some time since Tang Chiung, 
Financial Commissioner, requested permis- 
sion to despatch certain officers to buy 
machinery fur the purpose of erecting cop- 
per works in Yiiunan, with a view to 
furnishing an adequate supply to the capi- 
tal. The copper works in Tung-ch‘uan 
Fu, Yi-mén Haion, and Ch‘u-hsiung Hsien, 
in the more immediate neighbourhood of 
the provincial capital are now all being 
conducted under the supervision of officials 
and gentry selected specially for that duty. 
In Shun-ning Fu, Li-chiany Fu, and Yung- 
ch‘ang Fu, there is a very small stock of 
copper in hand, and those concerned in its 
production are unable to compete with the 
gentry and men of substance to whom the 
working of the copper foundries in the 
neighbourhood of the provincial capital has 
been entrusted. The purchase of machinery 
in view of the scarcity of labour and capital 
at the command of these different pre- 
fectures would entail so much delay, that 
the Financial Commissioner proposes to 
establish a copper company on the same 
basis as the K‘ai-p‘ing mining company 
in Chihli, The capital of the company 
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will be raised by debentures, and its object 
will be the development of the copper 
resources of Yiinnan, which under these 
conditions ought to be attended with 
speedy and satisfactory results. ‘The Com- 
missioner proposes to entrust the floating 
of this company to Chang Chia-ch‘i (fe 
), an expectant Prefect, and Han 
T‘ung-ch‘un (BA Mil Fp). an expectant 
sub-Prefect, both of them men of substance 
and ability. The Memorialist considers 
the scheme to be one that will be of im- 
mense benetit to the copper supply of the 
capital, and has accordingly written to the 
High Authorities at Canton, in whose 
jurisdiction the two agents named above 
reside to furnish them with the necessary 
credentials. Rescript: Noted. 


June 10th.—(1) Memorial from Liu 
Ping-chang, Governor of Chékiany, apply- 
ing for permission to grant complimentary 
tablets to the aged relatives of certain 
individuals, who have contributed sums 
above Tis, 1,000 to the charitable fund 
raised for the relief of the sufferers by the 
recent floods in that province. The fol- 
lowing are the persons who are entitled to 
these marks of distinction :— 

The Prefect of Ch‘ii-chow with a con- 
tribution of $1,500, who desires that the 
reward may be bestowed on his mother, at 
whose request the donation was made. An 
expectant Prefect called Wang, who con- 
tributed Tls. 1,000, and nominates his 
mother as the recipient of the reward. 
A Secretary of the Board of War who 
contributed 2,000 wadded jackets, value 
Tis. 2,000, on the bequest of his 
late grandparents, fur whom he solicits 
the distinc‘ion to which he is entitled.— 
Rescript: ‘It is read.” 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
applies for permission to appoint Chieh 
Yii, Salt Commissioner of Fukien, Acting 
Judge in place of Chang Méng-yuan, re- 
cently promoted to the post of Director of 
the Foochow Arsenal. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu requests 
permission to bestow a posthumous mark 
of distinction upon a servant girl employed 
in the family of one Wan. a literary yra- 
duate resident in T‘ai-chow Fu. This 
girl, who was only sixteen years of age, 
while washing clothes in a stream at the 
back of her master’s house, was violently 
assaulted by one of her master’s men ser- 
vants, who tried to rape her. She reso- 
Jutely defended her chastity, and her as- 
sailant, failed in his evil designs, wounded 
her in the head with a knife and threw her 
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into the river, where she was drowned, he 
himself committing suicide afterwards.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

June 1lth.—(1) A Memorial. from the 
Governor-General of the Hukuang pro- 
vinces and the Governor of Hupei strongly 
urging the necessity for the temporary 
relaxation at least, as far as Hupei is con- 
cerned, of the rule under which persons 
found guilty of capital crimes have to be 
sent to the provincial capital for final trial 
and execution, A year ago, the Board of 
Punishments obtained the sanction of His 
Majesty to a code of rules under which, 
with the exception of cases of robbery by 
mounted or local banditti, the assembling 
of aftiliated societies, and crimes committed 
by disbanded braves, all capital offences, 
were, at the expiration of twelve months 
from the date of the Board’s memorial, to be 
sent to the provincial capital for re- 
hearing and execution of the sentence. 
An exception was made in the case 
of remote localities, where the crimivuals 
were to be sent to the Taotai of the 
cirenit for a final trial, and, the par- 
ticulars having been reported by him to 
the Governor-General and Governor, these 
were to submit the facts to the Throne, 
before the execution could take place. 
Che turbulent and lawless condition of the 
population of Hupei, where brigandase, 
the abduction of women, robbery with 
violence and such like crimes abound, 
while the province is overrun with dis- 
banded braves and secret societies are pre- 
valent, render the strict fulfilment of the 
rules of the Board most inadvisable. Tlie 
necessity of prompt action in dealing with 
offences that come within the category ot 
the more serious capital crimes has been 
demonstrated by more than one Governor: 
General, and upheld in the face of the 
opposition of the Board. The Memorialists, 
although recognising the landable intention 
of the Board to put a stop to hasty and 
wholesale taking away of. life, feel so con- 
vinced of the necessity of prompt action in 
the province of Hupei, where go many 
dangerous elements abound, that they have 
to reqnost that in addition to cases of 
brigandage by mounted banditti, Ivcal 
banditti, members of afliliated societies, 
and wandering brav:s, the following crimes 
may be punished by execution on the 
spot, without going through the form 
of sending the criminals to the provincial 
capital : 

Any armed assemblage of five persons or 
upwards, 

A concerted robbery in gangs, when the 
effence is not a first one. 
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Wounding a would-be captor or the 
owner of property robbed. 

Entering a walled town for purposes of 
robbery. 

Robbery of several houses in succession. 

Robbery from the person with violence. 

Harbourers of burglars who share their 
booty. 

Kidnappers of honest women and girls, 
with persons who sell them. 
Inu the case of crimes coming under 
any of the above headings, copies of 
the evidence taken at the trial will 
be sent:to the Governor-General, who, if 
the guilt of the parties is clearly demon- 
strated, will pass the case on to the Taotai 
or prefect for rehearing, or, it may be, 
send a special officer to try it a second 
time. All doubt of the guilt of the parties 
being set abreast, they will then and there 
be executed, and a collective report of the 
cases so dealt with will be submitted to 
llis Majesty.—Rescript : Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 


June 12th.—(1) Huang Ta ho Gey K 
tf) is appointed Salt Commissioner in 
Shantung, 

(2) Li Ho-nien, Governor of Honan 
lately cashiered, reports that he gave over 
the seals of ottice upon the 17th of May to 
to Ch‘eng Fou, the acting Governor ad 
interim. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung applying for permission to put a 
liberal construction upon the rules with 
regard to executions on the spot, drawn 
up by the Board of Punishmeuts last year, 
which now commence to come in force. In 
view of the lawless and turbulent character 
of the people in many Distri.ts in the pro- 
vines, which abound with quondam nie fé 
rebels, salt smugylers and banditti of a dan- 
gerous type, the Memorialist proposes to 
add to this list of crimes which the Board 
still allows to be punished by summary 
execution on the spot offences committed 
by uien-fei or fu fei, such as piracy, robbery 
in gangs, burglary with murder of the per- 
son robbed, rubberies committed for the 
third time by one individual, organised 
entry into a walled town for purposes of 
robbery, and so forth. Rescript:; Noted. 
(See Guzette of previous day.) 


June 13th,—(1) Li Chia-lo (45 Bz 3s) is 
appointed Taotai of the Yéu, Y', ‘I's‘ao, 
Cni circuit in Shantuny. 

(2) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
applying for sanction to erect a Memorial 
‘Lemple to the late Li P‘ei-ching at Huai- 
an Fu, in which libations shall be otfered 
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by the local authorities in the spring and 
autumn of every year. Li P*ei-ching 
during his tenure of office as Director- 
General of Grain Transport did great ser- 
vice in the organisation of relief in times 
of disaster from the bursting of river 
embankments, and on many occasions of 
imminent danger displayed remarkable 
energy in the repair of breaches, and the 
prevention of impending floods, The ap- 
plication, which has been supported by 
numbers of influential people in Huai-an 
Fu and elsewhere, is not without pre- 
cedent, a former Director-General, Wen 
Lin, haviny been accorded this distinction, 
—Granuted by Rescript. 

(3) Chéuny Ch‘i, Governor of Shang 
King, request permission to deprive a 
contumacions official of his rank and pri- 
vileges, with a view to placing him on the 
footing of acommon witness, This ofticer, 


an expectant prefect in Honan, Liu 
Kuang-hui by name, being wanted in 
Monkden in connection with certain 


enquiries the Memorialist is prosecuting 
by His Majesty’s command failed to put in 
an appearance for months, and a second 
decree had to be issued before he could 
be got to attend the summons, When ex- 
ainined before the Memorialist, though it 
was conclusively proved by the evidence 
of bankers, substantiated by their books, 
that he had received presents of money 
on several occasions, the prefect refused 
to admit the fact. He had, wmore- 
over, the audacity to bluster in court, 
and to behave in an unseemly manner.— 
Granted by earlier Decree. 

(4) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Soochow reports that he 
has spent Tis. 97,000 in the manufacture. 
of fabrics for the next annual indent for 
the supply of the Court. These consist of 
the following pieces :— 

400 pieces of satin crape. 

3,200 pieces of silk gauze. 

3,000 handkerchiefs, large and small, 

1,000 catties of white floss silk. 

1,050 catties of sewing cotton, 

10 catties of silk thread. 

3,000 pieces of cloth. 

300 pieces of silk gauze (due from 1881.) 

1,300 handkerchiefs do. 

1,800 pieces satin gauze (a special order 
from the Board.) 

June 14th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
immediate dismissal from the public service 
of Ch‘éu Fu-hsii, police magistrate for the 
Southern Division of Peking, who is charged 
by a Censor with being lax in the per- 
formance of his public duties, and in- 
ordinately grasping. 
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(2) A Decree acknowledging an applica- 
tion from a Censor for the arrest and 
punishment of certain lawless individuals 
who, on the night of the 3rd of June, 
stopped the cart of one Chang Kuan-chun, 
a cashiered Censor, when passing through 
one of the streets of Peking known as 
the Nan Héng Chieh. They shut him up 
his cart and took him to some lonely place, 
where they beat him and kept him in 
durance until he should pay a ransom ; 
he was only released on the 2nd of June. 
The Decree comments in strong terms upon 
the audacity of committing such a crime 
under the shadow of the Throne itself, and 
directs that the whole police executive of 
Peking shall be set in motion to effect the 
capture of the guilty parties. If these be 
not taken within a given time the respon- 
sible authorities are to be denounced. 
Chang Kuan-chun, the person abducted, 
was ordered by Imperial Decree to return 
to his native place and remain there. It 
is surprising that he has not already obeyed 
this command. Let him be made to do so 
‘at once. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Court of Oensors, 
who report that an application has been 
made to them by Wang Erh-wang, a 
Kiangsu official, aud others, for the per- 
petual prohibition of a practice that pre- 
vails in the Kiang-yin District of compelling 
people to undertake the office of Head of a 
Tithing and then making them responsible 
for the collection of land tax that is in 
arrears. ‘The matter is referred to the 
Governor of Kiangsu, with orders to put 
a stop to the practice, if it should be 
found to exist. In a Postacript Memorial 
the Court report that a set of eight 
proposed rules for the collection of land 
tax was handed in at the same time, 
and the two persons who presented them 
stated that they were drawn up by Wang 
Erh-chio and given to them by him for 
presentation. This Wang Erh-chio had 
gone to T‘ung-chow for his health, and the 
others whose names were appended to the 
document had also left Peking. The Court 
of Censors have their suspicions that these 
rules were suggested with an interested 
motive. The yamén concerned is hereby 
called upon to order the writers of the 
petition back to their homes, when the 
Governor of Kiangsu will question thent 
and the other persons who put their names 
to the paper, sending a report to the 
Throne. 

(4) A Memorial from-the Custodians of 
the Eastern Imperial Mausolea applying 
for a grant of ‘T'ls. 2,000 to meet the expen- 
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diture necessary for the preparation of the 
objects to be used on the occasion of the 
ceremonies to be observed at the expiration 
of the period of mourning for the late 
Empress Regent. The twenty-one months 
of mourning for Her late Majesty will 
expire on the 9th of July, and the Menn- 
rialists have been intormed by the Board 
of Ceremonies that the following artjcles 
will be required for the fiual rites :— 

50,000 gold and silver paper ingots. 

45,000 pieces of paper cash. 

20,000 sheets of variegated paper. 

9 sheep. 

13 bottles of shao chiw and huang chiu. 

25 double tables of meats. 


The Board further advise the Memorialists 
that the Reader of the Address and the 
Libationers will arrive beforehand ; and 
that the Prince who represents His Majesty 
upon the occasion will wear black robes, the 
red fringe being removed from his official 
hat. Further, that the above enumerated 
articles, with the flowered satin robes and 
hats to be displayed, also wine vessels, crema- 
tion frame, and wrappers etc., must be pro- 
vided by the Memorialists. As they have 
no funds in hand for this purpose they beg, 
in accordance with precedent, to apply for 
an advance of Tla. 2,000. They further 
beg to report that they have sent officers 
to the Bvuard of Reveune to draw the 
customary allowance for the purchase of 
viands, etc.—Granted by Resoript. 

June 15th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Oanton, to which the 
Commander-in-chief of that province also 
appends his name, asking permission to 
deprive the General of the Kao-chow Di- 
vision of his command. This officer, Mo 
Yiin-ch‘éng by name, has been most lax in 
the matter of drills, and not only has a 
number of old and physically incompetent 
individuals on his muster roll, but some of 
his men exist only on paper.—Granted by 
Decree earlier issued. 

(2) The Governor-General of the two 
Kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Kuang-tung report the despatch of the 
second instalment of the Peking sub- 
sidy from the salt and other revenue 
of the Canton province. The total sub- 
sidies from the taxes on land, the salt 
revenue and other items for the eighteen 
provinces during the current year was 
fixed at Tls. 7,000,000, and of this amount 
the Kuangtung salt revenue was charged 
with Tis. 200,000, and a further assessment 
of Tls. 50,000 fur interest on monies bor- 
Pathe by the Office of the Imperial House- 
hold. 
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(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
the final trial and sentence of a woman 
and her paramour, who combined to burn 
the husband of the former to death as he 
lay asleep in his house. Jen Ming-hsiao 
having formed an improper acquaintance 
with the wife of one Keng, uative of 
Tan-yang Hsien in Kiangsu, and the 


: guilty couple having been more than 


once found out, they determined to rid 
themselves of the obnoxious husband, 
when Jén would marry his widow. Jén 
having suggested that the husband should 
be burnt in his bed, the wife con- 
sented, with the proviso that she should 
first get her ouly child, a boy of three 
years of age, into a place of safety. 
Oue afternoon she accordingly took her 
child to her mother-in-law’s house; she 
then made some pretext for going out, and 
went to join her paramour. In her ab- 
sence her husband came to his mother’s 
house to look for his wife, and when he 
heard she had gone out, he left word that 
she was to come home immediately on her 
return, and took the baby back with him. 
At dead of night, his wife aud the man 
Jén crept stealthily up to the door of 
Kéng’s house, and, having made it fast, 
they piled some straw against the door, 


: to which they set a light; when the 


house was blazing well, and they heard 
the voices of people coming to the 
rescue, they ran away. ‘The man and 
the child were burnt to death, how- 
ever, before they could be rescued. The 
next morning, on the woman Kéng’s re- 
turn to her mother-in-law’s house, she 
asked directly for the baby, and on being 
told that her husband had taken it away 
on the previous night, she displayed such 
grief, that suspicion was aroused. On the 
news of the destruction of her husband 
and his house reaching the parents, this 
suspicion became still stronger, and pro- 
ceedings were taken which led to the dis- 
closure of the facts above detailed. The 
woman has been sentenced to death by the 
pate process, and the man to decapita- 
ion. 

June 16th.—{1) A Decree ordering the 
Board of Punishments to take into their 
custody some six or seven individuals, 
men and women, who have been ar- 
rested in connection with the abduction 
of Chang Kuan-chun, which was noticed 
in the Gazette of the 14th inst. They 
are to be examined by the Board with 
the utmost severity, and Ohang Kuan-chun, 
who had been ordered to return inimediately 
to his native place, is now commanded to 
wait until he has been confronted with the 
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prisoners. Strict orders are given for the 
arrest of the parties still at large. 

(2) A Decree ordering the dismissal of 
Wén Shou, the high official denounced for 
unseemly behaviour at the ceremony of 
Imperial Ancestral Worship, from his post 
of Assistant Chamberlain. He is allowed, as 
a special act of grace, to retain his post of 
Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Mongol 
Bordered Blue Banuer Corps, with his 
hereditary title of Kung. 

(3) Chang Shu-shéug, Acting Governor- 
General of Chihli, applies for permission to 
appoint Liu Shéng-ts‘ao, Taotai of the Ta, 
Shun, Kuang Circuit in Chihli, who has 
been acting as Provincial Judge, to tem- 
porary command of the whole of the troops 
at Tientain. This officer has had consider- 
able military experience, and the coast 
defence and military organisations of the 
north are at present a matter of serious 
importance requiring the assistance of an 
experienced otticer of the rank of Tao-t‘ai 
to carry out the work that is going on. 
—Rescript: Noted. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports the despatch 
of Tis. 40,000 to Peking as a sinking fund 
for the support of the Imperial Academy 
and the Chin T‘ai college in Peking. 
The success of these institutions being 
a matter the Memorialist had very much 
at heart, he had while in Peking dis- 
cussed the question of endowing the 
above institutions with Wang Hasien-lien, 
one of the Libationers of the Academy. 
Having been subsequently sent to Nanking 
he was not present at further discussions 
of this project, but he has lately received 
letters from Wéng T‘ung-ho, President of 
the Academy, and Chou Chia-mei, Governor 
of Peking, forwarding copies of the Imperial 
Decree and Memorial on this subject. He 
has now, after consulting the Treasurer, 
drawn Tis. 40,000 from the funds realised 
by the sale of salt licences, which he has 
sent to the Yamen of the Governor of 
Shun-t‘ien, as an endowment for these 
inatitutions, with a request for an acknow- 
ledgment of its receipt to be placed on 
record. 

June 17th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
areport from the Court of Censors, who 
state that one Hsii T‘ing-chung, a Licen- 
tiate of Honan, has filed a petition pro- 
testing against the partiality of the officials 
in failing to mete due punishment to the 
murderers of his relations. Attention is 
called to the fact that this same individual 
lodged a complaint on this subject no less 
than four years ago, and that the case 
should not yet have been settled betokens 
gross dilatoriness. The high authorities 
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are called upon to bestir themselves, and 
rehear this case with All despatch. 

June 18th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
dismissal of certain officials in Hunan who, 
having been entrusted with the charge of 
certain avencies for the promotion of con- 
tributions for State purposes have failed to 


account for the moneys they have recevived.* 


A certain limit of time is given these in- 
dividuais within which theirdefalcations are 
to be made good. 

June LIth and 20th.—No documents of 
importance. 

June Zlst.—(1) A Decree ordering Hsi 
Yiian, lately appointed Governor of Kirin, 
who has to retire into mourning on the 
death of one of his parents, to proceed to 
his post with all despatch at the close of 
the 100 days of mourning, 

(2) Asi Ching CBR EB) is appointed sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the rank of Vice-President of a Board. 

(3) A Decree ordering the Adjutant and 
others charged with the conveyance of rice 
from T‘ungchow to Peking for the soldiers 
of the Mongol Banner Corps to receive a 
penalty for the delay they were zuilty of on 
arecent occasion in getting their yrain carts 
into Peking. 
to His Majesty’s notice by the Censors 
responsible for checking its issue, who also 
complain that they were not furnished with 
the usual muster roll of Bannermen en- 
titled to allowances. Care is to be taken in 
future that grain carts reach Peking at the 
proper hour. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that relief has been afforded to a Liuchiuan 
vessel that was seen helplessly drifting off 
the coast near Jui-an Hsien. ‘The jurk, 
which contained twenty-four men and one 
woman, had been already rescued by the 
Foochow authorities when in a helpless 
condition, and the crew furnished with 
provisions and necessaries. She had 
now lost all her sails and the provisions 
were at an end, so the local authorities 
fitted the junk with new sails and having 
re-victualled her started her once more for 
Liuchiu. 

(4) The Governor-General of Hupei and 
Hunan reports the despatch of the second 
instalment of lekin. or Hupei salt for the 
oftice of the Imperial Household. The 
assessment for the present year is ‘T's. 
50,000. 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
death by suicide of a Coionel in command 
of a division of gunboats, whose head- 
quarters were at Chi-an Fu. ‘The Colonel’s 
sou had persisted that his fathor was driven 
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This delay has been brought - 


to hang himself through worry brought on 
by the Prefect’s treatment of him. ‘This 
statement has been found to be incorrect, 
and the act is attributable to an unsound 
condition of mind, evidences of which have 
not been wanting. By a Rescript appended 
to the Memorial further enquiry is called 
for. oe 

(6) The same officer reports the sum- 
mary execution of two members of the 
ko-lao attiliated svuciety, for whom the 
police have been looking for some time. 
They were arrested not long since, and 
admitted that they joined the society some 
years ago, and were provided with the 
badge, so-called titles of ranks being also 
conferred upon them, They further con- 
fessed to having been actively interested 
in more than one attempt at robbery 
and pillage. ‘'wo other members of this 
society, whose guilt is not so glaringly 
apparent, will be retained for further 
examination, Other members of the society 
who were interested in the attempt to set 
arising in motion some time ago, which 
led to the arrest of the individuals above 
referred to, are still at large, and strict 
orders have been given for their arrest. 

June 22nd.—(L) (Abstracts of Memorials) 
Sé-lény-o, Resident in 'hibet, reports a 
disturbance amongst the Lamas, in Anterior 
Thibet, who seized the opportunity to com- 
mit acts of theft, and the steps he has 
taken to punish the offenders. Rescript : 
—We have perused the Memorial and 
acquainted Ourselves with its contents. 
Let him in concert with the ‘Tfung-shan- 
chi-lung ‘Hut‘ukt‘u, acting under his 
orders, take such equitable action in this 
matter, in the manner laid down by treaty, 
as shall duly stifle the elements of discurd. 
Let him further ascertain how it is that 
the Zvieh pang lama could not control his 
priests and prevent them from creating a 
disturbance, dealing with him as may be 
necessary. He will report in detail on 
this matter at the same time, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi reporting the result of his enquiries 
into certain discrepancies between the 
original cupy and the oflicial cupyist’s 
transcript, of the examination papers of the 
candidate who passed third at the examina- 
tion for chit jév in that province last year. 
The papers having been sent in the usual 
course tu the Board of Ceremonies, it was 
discovered by that Board that the paper of 
the candidate who passed third did not 
agree with the copy made by the official 
cupyist. In the former, four characters 
had been altered, while in the latter these 
altered characters were not identical with 
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the original aud bore traces of having 
been changed. The papers were accord- 
ingly returned for an explanation. The 
Memorialist, having ascertained the name 
‘of the copyist by the number on the can- 
didate’s, paper caused him and the candidate 
to be sent for. By a cvincidence they bore 
the same name, though they were unknown 
to each other and lived in different dis- 
tricts. A searching enquiry on the part of 
the prefect, the two Commissioners, and 
the Memorialist in turn, has elicited the 
fact that there has been no collusion 
whatever between the candidate and the 
copyist. The former altered the char- 
acters in his paper at the last moment, 
and the copyist, owing to the bad light and 
the weak state of his eyes after a long 
period of copying had vverluoked one 
erasure in the original, aud had only 
neticed the other correction after he had 
finished copying; hence the marks of 
erasure that were noticed in the copy. He 
neglected to change the second mistake he 
had made as the Examiner was in a hurry 
for the paper, and he was afraid he would 
. be reprimanded if he kept him waiting. 
The Memorialist finds that the candidate 
is in ne way te blame fur this error, for 
he was perfectly justified in altering his 
original paper. The copyist, however, has 
been guilty of carelessness, aud should 
under the law against acts of impropriety 
of the graver kind receive a hundred blows 
with the heavy bamboo and lose his ap- 
pointinent.—Rescript ; Let the Board of 
Ceremonies take note. 

June 23rd.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Board of Punishments to take delivery of 
a further batch of prisoners, meu and 
women, who have been arrested in connec- 
tion with the abduction of the ex-Censor 
Chang Kuan-chun while riding through 
the streets of Peking. They are to be 
subjected to the most searching examina- 
tion, and dealt with at the same time as 
the other prisoners under arrest. 

(2) With one unimportant exception, the 
whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied by 
two Memorials. The one from a Censor, 
denouncing the magistrate of the Li-p‘ing 
District in Feng-t‘ien for having allowed his 
underlings to incite a certain person tu bring 
false charges against another, when they 
stepped in and extorted money from the de- 
fendant, whom they tortured. ‘he second 
Memorial is the report of the Governor 
Upon the case, which is, briefly, as follows : 
One An Yii was employed as a serving 
. Manin the house of Han Kuo-t‘ai, and 
: there committed adultery with the wife of 
. one of Han Kuo-t‘ai’s sous. The offence 
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was repeated more than once, and An Yit 
was finally dismissed, the woman being 
sent back to her mother’s home. -An Yit 
then brought a fictitious claim for arrears 
of wages against his late master, and the 
woman, fearing that in the course of this 
suit her misdoings would be brought to 
light, committed suicide by plunging her- . 
self head foremost into a water-kang in 
her father-in-law’s house, to which she 
had been sent back. The woman’s father, 
thinking she had been murdered, brought 
a charge to that effect against Han Kuo- 
t‘ai. While Han Kuo-t‘ai was in prison 
pending settlement of the case, which. 
was complicated by the introduction of 
counter-actions, the underling .in charge 
extorted some 1,000 tiuo and more from 
him, and, in order to bleed him atill 
more, put him iu heavy irons: and 
made him sleep on the floor. Kuo 
Chao-ju, his son, seeing his father suffer- 
ing such discomfort and torture, made 
interest with one of the Magistrate's ser- 
vants to have the irons and other fetters 
removed, for which a sum of 2,500 tiao 
was charged. The case was further in- 
volved by an attempt of some relatives of 
the deceased woman to extort money from 
Han Kuo-t‘ai’s elder brother on the threat 
of bringing him into the suit. The brother 
promised to pay, but absconded instead, 
and his wife, on her way to take refuge with 
a relative, died from fatigue, she being 
an elderly womau and in failing health. 
Sentence has been passed as follows: An 
Yii to be strangled, this being the penalty 
for adultery on the part of a servant with 
any of the female relatives of his master. 
The Magistrate’s servant who extorted the 
money for mitigating the tortures practised 
on Han Kuo-t‘ai should, strictly speaking, 
be strangled, but as there are extenuating 
circumstances in his case, the final execu- 
tion of the sentence should be reconsidered 
at the time of the autumn revision. Other 
sentences are passed upon the individuals 
whose extortion caused the death of the 
old woman, and the minor official respon- 
sible for the behaviour of the underlings 
in charge of the jail, which latter have run 
away and are to be dealt with on arrest. 
The Magistrate is to be removed from 
office, and committed to the Buard for the 
determination of a penalty. 


June 24th.—(1) Lu Ch‘i-kuang (xt 


H) is appointed prefect of Téng-chou Fu 
Shantung. 

(2) A Memorial from Chin Shun, Go- 
vernor of Ili. The Memorialist and his 
colleagues are, he reports, very busy pre- 
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paring for their approaching expedition to 
the frontier to mark out the boundary line, 
and settle the people in their various loca- 
tions. Shéng Tai, Military Assistant Go- 
vernor of [li, and O-érh-ch‘ing-o, Assistant 
Governor of Kobdo, have been deputed to 
select the civil ofticersand the military force, 
with the linguists and artizans, that are to 
accompany the expedition. A large num- 
ber of pack animals will be required to 
carry the provisions, foraye, cooking- 
utensils, tents, baggayve, presents and other 
paraphernalia of the mission. On the 
occasion of the expedition of Kuei Ch‘ang, 
a former Governor of Ili, these animals 
were raised by corvée throughout the Kobdo 
region, but of late there has been a 
grievous murrain amongst the cattle, which 
has carried off such large numbers that not 
more than twenty per cent. are left. The 
people, too, are reduced by drought to the 
extreme of poverty and distress, and appeals 
for aid are daily pouring in from every 
side, so that they are quite unable to meet 
a demand for beasts of burden or porter- 
age, while the purchase even of animals 
would be a matter of extreme difficulty. 
Officers have accordingly been sent in differ- 
ent directions to hire animals wherever 
they are to be found, and to purchase fod- 
der and sheep at market prices. A return 
of the amounts expended will be submitted 
when the boundary question has been set- 
tled.—Rescript : Let the Board concerned 
take note. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a voluminous report from 
the Governor-General and Governor at 
Canton on the result of their enquiries 
into a series of indictments against Hei 
K‘éng-pi, an expectant Sub-prefect, who 
was charged anonymously with a series of 
crimes committed while he was acting as 
mayistrate of Lu-féng Hsien. Amongst 
other enormities, he was accused of throw- 
ing numbers of people charged with piracy 
into the sea with their hands tied with- 
out going through the form of a trial; 
of burying an old man of over seventy 
years of age alive, and, when he was half 
buried, ordering a soldier to gash him with 
asword. ‘I'he executions he was credited 
with having held during his temporary 
tenure of office were said to be several 
hundred in number, and, in addition to his 
barbarities, he was accused of accepting 
bribes to the amount, in one instance, of 
Tis. 40,000, and to have permitted gambl- 
ing to go on within his jurisdiction for a 
pecuniary consideration, A committee of 
otticers was appointed by the Memorialists 
to go carefully into these charges seriatim, 
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and after a most searching and thorou:h 
enquiry, the only one that can be brought 
home to the Acting Magistrate is that of 
burying an old man alive. It appears 
that when he was out on a grain-collecting 
round, the son of a certain man Ch‘en 
Ch‘éng-wang, who was wanted for some 
offence not being forthcoming, the Magis- 
trate called on the father to produce him 
on pain of severe penalties. The old man 
invited the Magistrate to do his worst, 
whereupon he ordered him to be buried. 
This story was elicited from a soldier who 
accompanied the Magistrate on his round, 
and he added that there was a wound on 
the old man’s neck. He refused, how- 
ever, to admit that he had inflicted the 
wound or to give any further evidence. As 
so grave a crime as this cannot be allowed to 
pass by without a searching enquiry into 
the authenticity of its details, the Memori- 
alists would request that Hsti K‘éng-pi be 
cashiered and placed upon his trial for the 
offence. The request is granted by Re- 
script, and the Memorialists are charged to 
use extreme measures to elicit the true 
facts of the case. 

June 2d5th.—(1) With one unimportant 
exception, the whole of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with the Memorials from the 
Censor Wan P‘ei-yin suggesting certain 
modifications iu the arrangements at pre- 
sent in force for the advancement of officers 
in the Six Boards, with a view accelerating 
promotions, which are at present extremely 
slow. His Memorial opens with the usual 
high-flown discourse that characterises all 
papers of this class, aud concludes with 
six propositions which are submitted for 
His Majesty’s consideration. The pro- 
posals refer to matters of a purely technical 
nature. 

June 26th._—(1) A Memorial from Yu 
Po-ch‘uan, Special Commissioner for the 
survey of the Yellow River, and the 
Governor of Shantuny, praying His Majesty 
to grant a title to a certain Deity whose 
manifestations in times of danger from 
floods have been most marked. The Memo- 
rialists have received reports from the 
ofticers enyaged in the repair of the breach 
at Ch‘ing-ho Chén in the Hui-min District 
to the effect that the deceased hiyh officers 
who have been canonised as Saints of the 
Yellow River have appeared in different 
shapes on the surface of the water at 
times when the condition of affairs was 
imminently dangerous in consequence of 
a rise in the waters, and that their 
protecting influence was most beneficial 
in crises of a serious nature. While the 
work of repairing the breach at Ch‘ing- 
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ho Chén was going on, the deceased 
worthy canonised as Pai Ma chiang chiin 
was constantly present. On the day upon 
which the breach was closed, a sturm of 
wind and rain arose which raised the water 
to such a height that the embankment 


began to crumble away, wlrereupon the 


Pai Ma chiung chiin came to the surface, 
and the waters at once calmed down, 
giviny the workmen an opportunity of re- 
pairing the damage done, to the great joy 
of myriads of people. The Memorialists 
would therefore pray that a further honor- 
ary title may be bestowed on this spirit, in 
recognition of his services to mankind. 
—Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 
(2) Postscript Memorial from Yii-liang, 
Governor of Kirin. Some eighteen months 
and more ayo, the Deputy Lieutenant 
Governor at Ninguta having reported that 
four criminals had arrested the executive 
in resisting the attempt on the part of the 
other prisoners to break out of jail, His 
Majesty was requested to allow the sen- 
tences of these four prisoners to be miti- 
gated. The matter was thereupon refer- 
red to the Board, who ruled that the men 
should first be tried on the charges for 
which they were awaiting sentence, when 
Board would be in a position to give an 
opinion on the subject. The trial of these 
four men was accordingly ordered to be 
hurried forward, and a report submitted 
of the sentences passed upon them, The 
first of the prisoners, Chiang Kung-shan 
by name, was charged with having baried 
an old mau aud his son alive ; but it trans- 
Pired at the trial that his only connection 
With the crime was the fact that in his 
Capacity of head of the trainband, he 


failed to save the two victims from their 


fate, or to report the outrage to the proper 
authorities. He is therefore liable under 
the law to one hundred blows with the 
heavy bamboo for not taking steps to pre- 
vent a murder of the intention to commit 
which he was aware, and afterwards re- 
fraining from reporting the crime. The 
Memorialist would suggest that as the 
offence was committed previous to the 
Act of Grace the prison-r would have 
been entitled under any circumstances to 
aremission of the penalty had the judi- 
cial officer not delayed his trial until wit- 
hesses could be found. While in prison he 
aided the executive to resist an attempt on 
the part of other prisoners to break out, 
and received injuries in the course of the 
struggle, He has now been released on 
bail pending His Majesty’s decision. Of 
the three other prisoners the second pri- 
Soner pleads guilty to kicking a man in 
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the stomach, whereby he died, and has 
been sentenced to strangulation. The third 
has been convicted of having knocked his 
rival in the affections of a certain female 
into the water aud of having stabbed him 
to death as he was atruygling there; he 
has been sentenced to decapitation. The 
fourth, in a it of lunacy stabbed a man to 
death, and has been sentenced to straugu- 
lation. ‘he Memorialist would request 
that the proper Board may be instructed to 
decide to what, if any, mitigation of their 
respective penalties these men are entitled 
for the service they rendered on the occa- 
sion referred to. 

June 27th.—(1) A Decree consenting to 
an application from T‘u Tsung-yiny, Gov- 
ernor-General of the Hu Kuang Provinces, 
to vacate his post on the ground of ill health. 


(2) Pien Pao-ti is ordered to act as 
Governor-General, his post as Governor 
of Hunan being imporarily filled by P‘an 
Ting-hsin. Both otticers are to take up 
their acting appointments at once without 
coming first to Peking for audience. 

(3) Tséuy Ho ( ip is appointed Grain 
Taotai of Shansi. 

(4) ‘Ling Chéu-to, Censor of the Ché- 
kiang circuit, brings to the notice of His - 
Majesty a flagrant case of forcible abduc- 
tion that has recently occurred in the 
streets of Peking. About midnight on 
the 22ud June, as Chang Kuan-chun, 
a Cenusur who has been recently cashiered, 
was passing down the Nan-héug street in 
the outer city, his cart was stopped by a 
number of rutlians armed with kuives, who 
awed him into silence, and having shut 
him into his cart took him to a secluded 
spot, and there shut him up and ill-treated 
him with the view of extortiny a ransom 
from him. He was only released after he 
had been four days in durance. The 
Memorialist is amazed to find that such 
lawless proceedings could yo on under the 
shadow of the Throne itself, and in the 
midst of the police and military executive 
with which the capital is studded. It is 
not improbable that Chang Kuan-chun, 
being in disgrace, and having suffered 
a shock which nearly cost him his life, 
would prefer to accept the indignity that 
has been put upon him in hope of the 
matter being hushed up. The Memori- 
alist, however, is vf opinion that a proceed- 
ing which so materially affects the mova- 
lity of the capital should not be allowed to 
pass unnoticed, and he would pray His 
Majesty to issue a Decree calling 
upon the metropolitan executive to set to 
Work to arrest the perpetrators of the 
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outrage. He would further suggest the 
ropriety of enquiring how it is that Chang 
uan-chun, who was under orders from 

His Majesty to return to his native place, 

has delayed his departure for so long. For 

pence see Gazettes of 14th, 16th, and 23rd 
une. 

June 28th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
supervising Censor of the Central Division 
of Peking requesting His Majesty to order 
the Board of Punishments to take delivery 
of seven individuals, one of them a woman, 
who have been arrested in connection with 
the abduction of the ex-Censor Chang 
Kuan-chun. The alarm of the Memori- 
alist and his colleagues on the receipt of 
the Decree on this subject which recently 
appeared, was inexpressibly great. They 
had, previous to the issue of the Decree, 
heard rumours respecting the outrage, 
and were already making enquiries, when it 
was confirmed by Chang Kuan-chun him- 
self. The individuals in question, some 
of whom were arrested in the west city, 
others in the north, a portion of them 
being taken in the house where the ex- 
Censor was confined, others being charged 
with aiding and abetting in his abduction, 
and others again with harbouring some of 
the runaways, or with their being concern- 
ed in the transfer of the money demanded 
for a ransom, were had up for examina- 
tion. The examination was going on when 
the Imperial Decree above referred to 
appeared, and it was simply because the 
evidence was incomplete that the matter 
had not earlier been reported to the Throne. 
It is now the duty of the Memorialist to 
hand the prisoners over to the Board of 
Punishments, who, they would pray, may 
be directed to examine the prisoners with 
the utmost rigour, and punish them with 

_ the full penalties of the law. ‘The offen- 
ders who are still at large will be diligent- 
ly searched for, and a limit of time 
given for their arrests. In view of the 
unsatisfactory manner in which the de- 
fendants have given their evidence, the 
Memorialists would suggest the propriety 
of detaining Chang Kuan-chun in Peking 
until the facts of the case are substantiated, 
as he will have to be confronted with them. 
Bail will be required for his good behaviour 
while in Peking, and when his presence is 
no longer necessary he will be constrained 
to return to his home, as directed by Im- 
perial Decree. 

(2) Memorial from the President of the 
Board of War and others submitting the 
decision that they have come to as to the 
penalty that should be inflicted upon Wén 
Shou for irreverent behavour during the 
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conduct of worship in the Imperial Ances- 
tral Temple. The penalty, as announced 
in a Decree of 22nd May is deprivation of 
the post of Assistant Chamberlain, the 
suggestion of the Memorialists that his 
hereditary title of nobility should also be 
taken from him having been over-ruled. 

June 29th.—(z} A Decree conferring the 
grade of sub-director of a minor Court 
upon Hu Jui-lan, who was degraded some 
years since from his pest of Vice-President 
of the Board of War in consequence of his 
connection with the miscarriage of justice 
in the notorious case of Yang Nai-wu. 
Fhe same Decree directs that Fu Ch‘ing-yi, 
formerly Financial Commissioner of Auhut, 
who was dismissed, shall be employed as 
an Intendant of Circuit. 


(2) Lai Chén-pien (fj PRS) is ap- 
pointed General of Kiung chow Divisiou 
in Hainan. 


(3) Postscript Memorial from Sé-léng-o, 
Imperial Resident in Tibet, and his 
colleague. It is the annual custom in 
Anterior Tibet, from the early part of the 
first moon until the commencement of the 
third moon, for the Tibetan officials, lay 
and clerical, connected with the Shang- 
shang, or Treasury, as well as the 
Tibetan Chieftains and others, to boil tea 
in their temples, large and small, which 
they give away, engaging the while in the 
recitation of their sutras, and praying for 
prosperity. During this period the num- 
ber of lamas, lay and clerical, from the 
various temples, with those who come 
from other parts with offerings, that are 
gathered together in Anterior ‘Tibet does 
not fall short of several tens of thousands. 
Amongst this large concourse of indivi- 
duals, there is an admixture of respectable 
people and the reverse, and it has hitherto 
been the practice of the Shang-shang, or 
Treasury, to appoint two tieh-pang lamas 
(Lamas of the Iron Staff) a principal and 
his assistant, to maintain order. During 
the time that these religious festivals are 
going on, the control of all matters in the 
district is vested in these t‘ieh-pang lamas, 
the Tibetan officials taking nu notice of 
anything that occurs. This is a rule that 
has been observed for many years in Tibet, 
and has hitherto worked satisfactorily. 
On the Ist of the third moon of the pre- 
sent year, when the festival was nearly at 
an end, it so happened that some lamas 
who were purchasing goods from Nepalese 
traders, got into a quarrel with them, 
whereupon the t’ieh pang lama went to 
put a stop to the dispute, which had then 
only attained the dimensions of a war of 
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words, It was night at the time, and 
before the t’ieh pang lama could pacify 
the disputants by verbal exhortation, a 
number of lamas who got wind of what 
was going on came crowding to the spot, 
and just as the ich pang was settling the 
disputes, they broke down the door and 
windows of the house in which the dis- 
putants were, and some of the mob pro- 
ceeded to lay hands on the property 
of traders that was deposited therein. 
When the news of the disturbance came 
to the ears of the Memorialist and 
his colleague, they immediately seut for 
the T’ung-shar-chi-lung Hutukhtu, and 
directed him to go immediately to the 
scene of the disturbance, and suppress it 
before it had time to assume serious di- 
mensions. By this means the priests were 
gradually dispersed, and it was happily dis- 
covered that none of the Nepalese mer- 
chants were injured, though they lost the 
greater portion of their goods. The Me- 
morialist and his colleague would venture 
to observe that the Nepalese traders in 
Tibet are subjects of the King of the 
Goorkas, who appoints an officer called 
a Ko-pa-tan, to reside in Tibet and 
exercise control over them. As they consi- 
dered these Nepalese were to be com- 
miserated for the losses they had sus- 
tained in consequence of the neglect of 
the authorities to take precautions to pre- 
vent the development of a trifling dispute, 
the Memorialists sent for the Ko pa-tan 
to their yamen, and gave him a donation 
which they had made up by subscription, 
directing him to distribute the money 
amongst the Nepalese families that had 
suffered injury in proportion to the losses 
they had respectively been put to ; order- 
ing him at the same time to call upon 
them to pursue their avocations in peace, 
and to harbour no suspicions of molesta- 
tion. The Memorialists would report that 
in the reign of Hsien Féng, the Nepalese 
troops having made a said into Tibetan 
territory, Ho T‘é-ho, the Imperial Re- 
sident at that time, went out with a force 
to reconnoitre. Whereupon the Nepalese 
ceased operations, and treated for peace. 
A Treaty in ten articles was then drawn up, 
by which both parties were to abide. In 
this Agreement it is provided that in the 
event of the robbery or theft of goods, the 
property of Nepalese merchants, by the 
‘Tanguta, the Tangut officials shall ascertain 
the particulars, and restore the stolen pro- 
perty to the Nepalese owner ; should the 
thief have so disposed of the property as 
to render it impossible to restore it at once, 
a limit of time shall be fixed by the Tangut 
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officials within which the property is to be 
returned. This negotiation of this Treaty 
was, as the records will show, reported by - 
Ho T‘é-ho to His Majesty.. The Memori- 
alists have now instructed the 7ung-shan- 
chi-lung Hutukhtu, in charge of the Trea- 
sury, with the Kabulwn, or Councillors of 
State, in conformity with the terms of the 
Treaty, to take due measures for settling 
this case, in order to set atrest the elements 
of discord, and to further neighbourly 
relations of an amicable nature, This dis- 
turbance undoubtedly owed its origin to 
the inability of the ¢‘ieh pang lamas to 
control the priests, and it will be the duty 
of the Memorialists to report further to- 
His Majesty as to the manner in which. 
they propose to deal with them, when they 
have made more minute enquiries.—For 
Rescript see Guzette of 22ud June. 

June 30th.—(1) Ch‘ing Yii, newly ap- 
pointed Director General of the Yellow 
River, reports his assumption of the duties 
of that post at K’ai-féng Fu upon the 31st 
of May. 

July 1st.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Governor of Kirin and the Metropolitan 
executive to make search for an ex-official 
condemned to service on the military post 
roads, who has absconded. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from P‘éng Tsu- 
hsien, Governor of Hupei, recommending 
one Wang Ting-chén, at present prefect of 
Shih-nan Fu in that province, for the post 
of prefect of Wu-ch’ang Fu, in place of 
Yén Fang-ching, the present incumbent, 
who, at the suggestion of the Memurialist, 
is to be removed from that pust and em- 
ployed as a Taotai. 

July 2ud.—(1) A memorial from Yi Mo, 
Superintendent of Live Stock and House 
Duty for the eastern division of Peking, 
forwarding a return of the duties collected 
by him during his year of office. These 
amounted to Tis. 20,692 on live stock aud 
Tls. 3,865 house duty, being a grand total 
of Tis. 24,557. The regular assessinent is 
placed at Tis. 10,008 and the house duty 
at Tls, 3,085; the surplus assessment being 
fixed at ‘I'ls. 18,000. ‘The Memorialist has 
expended Tis. 6,117 of the sums collected 
by him on various public accounts, which 
leaves a deficit of Tis, 13,465 on his surplus 
assessment, 

(2) A similar Memorial from the Super- 
intendent of Live Stock and House Duty 
for the Western division of Peking, whose 
collections were as follows :— 

Ou live stock ..... aesieee Tis. 1,7549 
On house duty ......... 5, 2,096 


Total Tis. 19,643 
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The regular assessment is Tls. 15,000, 
with 2,096 for house duty ; and the surplus 
assessment is Tls. 7,321. 'Tls. 6,234 have 
been expended by Memorialist on public 
account, and he has a balance in hand of 
Tis. 1,470 towards his surplus assessment 
on which there is a deticit of Tls 5,851. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Ch‘ing 
An, Military Assistant Governor at K‘obdo, 
and his colleague O-erh-ch‘ing-o. As the 
latter Memorialist is about to survey the 
frontier limits (in concert with the Rus- 
sian authorities) and exchange plans of 
the boundaries, that are to be detined, as 
well as send in many memorials and re- 
ports, in addition to establishing the Mon- 
gols and Khirgis in the localities in which 
they have settled, all duties of an import- 
ant nature, it has been decided after con- 
sultation (? with the Russiau authorities) 
to have a wooden seal cut, the application 
of which will give authenticity to any 
document to which it is atlixed. The seal 
is to bear the following inscription ; Milit- 
ary Assistant Governor at K‘obdo, Imperial 
High Commissioner for the delimitation of 
the frontier. ‘The first use of this seal was 
reverently made on the 28th of April 1883. 
When the work connected with the deli- 
mitation of the frontier is concluded, the 
seal will at once be destroyed.—Rescript : 
It is noted. 

July 3rd.—(1) (Abstracts of Memorials) 
Pien Pao-ti reports the contribution of a 
sum of money from the salt merchants in 
his jurisdiction towards the endowment of 
an orphanage at Yang-chow, and prays that 
the donation may be placed on record, in 
order to secure the fund against appropria- 
tion for other purposes.—Rescript : The 
Governor in question will communicate 
with the Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, and request him to give orders that 
the amount subscribed be specially record- 
ed ; also that it is not to be appropriated 
for other purposes, but to be regarded as a 
permanent endowment. 

(2) A long Decree announcing the re- 
ceipt of the report of the Hizh Commis- 
sioners charged with the conduct of a special 
enquiry into the wholesale bribery that is 
alleged to have taken place in connection 
with passing the accounts of expenditure 
for military purposes in Yiinnan during 
the rebellion in that province. The previous 
history of this case, commonly known as 
the Yiinnan bribery case, will be found in 
the numerous decrees and memorials that 
have been noticed in previous summaries. 
The Censor Ch‘én Ch‘i-t‘ai was the first to 
draw attention to the wholesale bribery 
that had been resorted to get the accounts 
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passed,} Chou Yin-ch‘ing,f Director of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship, being alleged 
to be the principal agent in arranging 
matters with the Board. Ts‘ui Tsun- 
yi, Grain Taotai of Yiinnan, and P‘an 
Ying-chang, Prefect of Yung-ch‘ang Fu 
in that province, were also said to have 
come to Peking to bribe the authorities to 
let the accounts through. This denuncia- 
tion was followed by a further representa- 
tion from the Censors Hung Liang-p‘in 
and Téng Ch‘éng-hsin, who stated that 
Ching Lien and Wan Wén-shao, Presidents 
of the Board of Revenue, were both im- 
plicated in the charge of bribery. A com- 
mission of High Officers was accordingly 
appointed to enquire into these charges, 
whose numbers were augmented from time 
to time, and finally consisted of Prince 
Tun, Yén Ching-ming, P‘an Tsu-yin, 
Chang Chih-wan, Lin Shu, Wéng T’ung- 
ho, and Hsieh Yiin-shéng. Their report 
has now come to hand, in which they 
state that all the bribes that have 
been received have been refunded, and 
suggest the penalties which the various 
actors in the matter should receive. In 
this case, Ts‘ui Tsun-yi was entrusted with 
the preparation of the accounts showing 
the manner in which the money received 
for military expenses in Yiinnan was ex- 
pended, and P‘an Yin-chang undertook to 
commission Chou Jui-ch‘ing to get Lung 
Chi-tung to explain to Sun Chia-mu, who 
was the Secretary in the Board of Revenue 
who prepared the drafts of Memorials, 
that there would be Tis. 80,000 at the dis- 
posal of the Board if the accounts were 
passed. The amounts was paid over, and 
the Secretaries and clerks received sums 
varying in amount. Although, on a fur- 
ther scrutiny of the accounts by the 
Board of Revenue, it was found that all 
the items of expenditure as reported in 
these accounts were legitimate, that sys- 
tematic bribery to the extent of several 
lacs of taels should have permeated 
through the ranks of all the secretaries and 
clerks of the Board is a matter of very 
serious importance, and the offence must 
be met with the severest penalties Sun 
Chia-mu, Secretary in the Board of Re- 
venue, already cashiered, who received 
Tis. 7,000, and Chan Jui-ch‘ing, who 
though he did not undertake to pass the 
accounts, or take any bribe, was neverthe- 
less the medium through which bribes 
passed, are sentenced to banishment to tle 


Amoor. The plea of the latter that 
his mother is aged and has no one 
but himself to look after her, wiil 


not be entertained. ‘The following otticers 
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are sentenced to banishment into servitude 
on the military post-roads :—Fu Chih, 
second class Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue, who, although he was not a 
party to the preliminary transactions, even- 
tually accepted Tis. 4,000 ; P‘an Yin-chang, 
who was persuaded to undertake a commis- 
sion to bribe, and though he was privy to 
the fact that Ts‘ui Tsun-yi had appropriated 
public moneys, did nevertheless borrow 
from him Tls. 1,700 and more ; Lung Chi- 
tung, second class Secretary in the Board 
of Revenue, who was induced by Chou 
Jui-ch‘ing to make arrangements, and 
accepted ‘I'ls. 200 ; and Li Yii-hua, Censor, 
who, although he was not concerned in the 
Yiinnan accounts, made himself feared by 
the parties who were concerned by reason 
of his pertinacious enquiries, and finally 
appropriated ‘I'ls. 400, the balance of a 
purchase he made on behalf of P‘an Yin- 
chang. Ts‘ui Ch‘en-huan, and Chou Sung, 
second-class Secretaries in the same Board, 
who borrowed money from Sun Chia-mu, 
although they have paid it back, were 
_ borrowing public money, and are forthwith 
* dismissed. The clerks Ch‘u Shih-héng, 
Chang Ying, Wu Ch‘ing-lin, and Chang 
Chao-hung, whe took the money, are sen- 
tenced to a hundred blows with the heavy 
* bamboo, and banishment to a distance of 

3,000 li. Ts‘ui Tsun-yi, formerly Grain 
Tao-t‘ai_ of Yiinnan, who appropriated 
- Tls, 23,200 of the public moneys, is dead, 
but sentence of dismissal from the public 
service will nevertheless be recorded ayainst 
him, and his family will be called on to 
_ make good the amount of his depredations. 
As regards the implication of Ching Lien 
and Wang Wen-shao in this case, enquiry 
of P‘an Ying-chang, and Chou Jui-ch‘ing, 
as well as amongst the Secretaries and 
clerks of the Board, fails to elicit any 
testimony to the receipt of bribes by these 
two officers, nor do the books of the banks 
show any payments to them on P‘an Yin- 
chang’s account. They have, nevertheless, 
been guilty of carelessness, and are further 
to blame for not discovering that their 
Secretaries Sun Chia-mu and Fu Chieh 
did receive bribes. A list comprisiny their 
names, together with those of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Board in office at the 
time, as well as those of the Presidents, 
Vice-Presidents and Secretaries of the 
Board of Works who failed to ascertain 
that their clerks were taking bribes, is to 
be sent to the Board of Civil Office, who 
will determine the penalties which each 
officer should respectively receive. The 
Governor-General and Governor of the 
province have rendered themselves liable 
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to a penalty, not only for their failure to 
discover the appropriation of so large as 
sum as Tis. 100,0U0 of public money by 
Ts‘ui Tsun-yi, but because they further 
placed him in the highest class at the 
special scrutiny that takes place every six 
years. ‘hey neither discovered that Ts‘ui 
Tsun-yi and P‘an Yin-chang were resorting 
to bribery to get their accounts passed, 
nor, when the fact was revealed, did they 
ascertain the correct amount of the moneys 
that had been appropriated to other pur- 
poses. Liu Ch‘ang yu, Ts‘én Yii-ying, 
and Tu Jui-liéu will be handed to the 
Board for the determination of penalties. 
Let effect be given to the other suggestions 
submitted by the Commissioners, 

(3) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at the death of Chih Ho, formerly’ 
President of the Board of War. 

July 4th.—(Court Circular) The Go- 
vernor of the Shun-t‘ien prefecture reports 
a fall of rain in the capital to the extent of 
upwards of three inches of saturation. 

July 5th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from Yu Po-ch‘uan, 
special Commissioner for Yellow River 
works, and the Governor of Shantung, who 
aunounce another serious rupture of the 
embankments at Ch‘i-tung, Li-ching, and 
Li-ch‘éng during the rise of the Yellow 
River between the 22nd and 27th of June. 
Some of these breaches are three thousand 
feet in width, other a few hundred, and 
the works in the Ch'i-ho, Chi-yang and 
Hui-min Districts are in imminent danger 
of being carried away too. The Decree ex- 
presses profound commiseration for the 
sufferings of the people, who have only 
just recovered from last year’s floods to be 
overwhelmed with another, and directs 
that measures of relief shall be promptly 
set on fot concurrently with the repair of 
the breaches, which must be attended to 
one after the other, 

(2) The Governor-General of Min Ché 
and the Governor of Fuhkien submit a list 
of officers who appear to them deserving of 
reward for their successful efforts to collect 
a salt revenue in excess of the regular 
amount. During the 16th and 17th periods, 
ending respectively on the 17th of June 
1881, and the 6th of July 1882, the collec- 
tions of reyular duty, fractional duty, and 
likin on Fukien salt, inclusive of Taiwan, 
amounted to Tls. 427,500, and Tls. 418,807, 
being, in the one case, Tls, 27,745, and in 
the other, Tls. 16,888, in excess of the 
fixed amount. According to usage a list 
of the officers to whose energy these results 
are due is submitted to His Majesty in 
the hope that he will bestow some marks 
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of approbation upon them.—Referred to 
the Board, 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi on the subject of the reduction of 
the provincial army in according with the 
terms of the decree issued at the com- 
mencement of the year. The impoverished 
state of the provincial exchequer, which 
has been further drained of its supplies by 
the necessary abolition of the dikin on 
grain, would induce the Memorialist to 
avail himself of this opportunity to accom- 
modate his expenditure to his income, but 
he has to consider the safety of the pro- 
vince under his control, aud to take due 
iueasures against surprise from rebellion 
or the movements of members of secret 
societies, The navy of Kiangsi amounts 
all told to some 7,800 ofticers and men, 
who are none too many for distribution at 
the important points along the Great 
River. He cannot do more than take two 
or four men, as the case may be, from each 
boat’s crew. As regards the irregular land 
force he will reduce each cumpany by ten 
or twenty men asthe case may be. The 
standing provincial army is fixed at 11,984, 
aud its members stationed in larger or 
smaller numbers in the provincial capital, 
Kiukiang, Kanchow and other places, 
The most he can do with these, consistently 
with safety, is to weed out the inefticients. 
He has ordered careful returns to be made 
by the different officers of the able-bodied 
men under their command, aud on the oc- 
casion of the grand military inspection of 


the province he will himself verify these 


returns by personal inspection. 

July 6th.—(1) A Memorial from T‘u 
Taung-ying, Governor General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces, making an earnest ap- 
peal for permission to vacate his post. The 
second period of leave that was granted to 
him is drawing to a close, and his maladies 
are getting the better of him more and 
more. When a fit of coughing seizes him 
his body breaks out into a cold sweat, his 
eyes grow dim, and his limbs lose all power, 
so that he has to be lifted on to his bed 
and there remain recumbent after each 
paroxysm. Any attempt at thought re- 
sults in sleepless nights, while bodily 
strength aud mental capacities are alike 
failing. The Memorialist is over seventy 
of age, and his only chance of recovery 
lies in complete rest and the absorption of 
tonics. He feels that he is quite unfit 
for the responsibilities of his present post, 
which necessitates amongst other duties 
the control of foreign relations, and humbly 
begs that he may be allowed to retire. 
—Granted by Decree of June 27th. 
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July 7th.—(1) A Decree announcing His 
Majesty’s intention to proceed to the Ta 
Kav Tien on the 10th inst. to offer up 
prayers for rain. 


(2) Li Ping-héng (48 F¥ FG) is ap- 


pointed Taotai of the Lien-chow and Kao- 
chow circuit in Kuangtung, and Ma Yang- 


kuei 635) Bh. E23) Taotai of the Oh‘uan 


Pei circuit in Szechuen. 


(3) Héng-yiian (ME JE) is appointed 
deputy Lieutenant Governor at San-sing, 
iu the province of Kirin. 

(4) The Governor-General of Shénsi and 
Kausu applies for permission to forego the 
grand inspection of the troops in Kausu, 
which is one of the provinces on the list 
for military inspection this year. The 
maintenance of guards at different poiuts 
and stations necessitates the reduction of 
the various regiments, not one of which 
has more than half its complement at the 
head-quarters of the regiment, and as it 
would be inexpedient abruptly to with- 
draw the guards from the frontier posts, 
the Memuorialist begs that he may be al- 
lowed to defer the inspection until the 
turn of the province next comes rouud. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

July 8th.—(1) A Decree expressing His 
Majesty’s reurets at the death of Shao 
Hény-yit, Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Ottice, upon whom the posthumous 
distinctions allotted by law to Vice-Pre- 
sidents are to be bestowed, and the 
penalties recorded agaiust his uname blotted 
out. 

(2 3) Decrees directing the sums remain- 
ing on the surplus assessmeut of the 
revenues collected by the Superintendents 
of Live Stock aud House Duty for 
the two Divisions of Peking, to be hand- 
ed over to the office of the Privy Purse. 
The penalties tv which the Superinten- 
dent of the Eastern Division is liable 
are graciously foregone. 

(4) Chung Li is appoiuted Commissioner 
of the Office of ‘Transmission, 

(5) Memorial from T‘u Tsung-ying, 
Governor-General of the Hu-kuang Pro- 
vinces, reporting the conclusion of a second 
period of three years frum the date of the 
opening of the port of Ich‘ang to foreign 
trade, during which period there has been 
an annual increase in the revenue, and the 
relations between natives and foreigners 
have continued satisfactory. These suc- 
cessful results are due entirely to the 
efforts of the Superintendent of Qustoma 
and his subordinates, who have so carefully 
watched the reveuue that the loan made to 
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the establishment upon its inauguration 
has been paid off, and remittances sent 
to Peking. They have, also, kept the 
people well under control, and relations 
with foreigners have been amicable, while 
international cases that arose have been 
equitably dealt with in the manuer pre- 
scribed by treaty or regulation. In accord- 
ance with precedent a list of these officers 
and subordinates is submitted to His 
Majesty, in the hope that he will be pleased 
to mark his appreciation of their services 
by the bestowal of some honorary form of 
reward.—Referred to the Board. 

July 9th.—(Court Circular) The Go- 
vernor of Peking reports a fall of rain in 
the capital to the extent of five inches and 
upwards of saturation. 

(1) A Decree expressing His Majesty’s 
thankful satisfaction at the timely rain 
which fell ou the 7th inst., and announ- 
cing his intention of repairing to the Ta- 
Kao ‘Tien on the date fixed for making 
‘supplication for rain, to offer, instead, 
thanksgiving for its bestowal. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan asks the 
sanction of His Majesty to the institution 
of a scale of honorary rewards for contribu- 
tions by private individuals towards the 
construction or repair of public works in 
that province. The rebellion in Yiinnan 
was the cause of much damage to the walls 
of cities and towns, public oftices, roads, 
bridges, and other public works through- 
out the province, the vestiges of some of 
which have even disappeared. In the 
process of reorganisation that has been 
going on since peace was secured, the 
restoration of walls and public offices has 
received first attention, aud as the funds 
at the disposal of the provisional govern- 
ment are very limited, owing to the im- 
poverishment of the treasury, all other 
works have had to be abandoned to private 
enterprise. Steps were accordingly taken 
to stimulate the geutry of different locali- 
ties to raise subscriptions for repairs that 
are specially needed, by granting certificates 
of honorary rank in proportion to the sum 
contributed. Now that the purchase of 
ravk and titles has been abolished, the 
Memorialist proposes to substitute the 
bestowal of an Imperial Patent granting 
permission to erect au honorary portal in 
the cases of subscriptions of ‘T'ls. 1,000 and 
upwards ; for a subscription of Tis. 500 
and upwards a tablet from His Majesty 
with the words huo shan lo shih, ‘fa lover 
of virtue, and a cheerful giver,” upon 
it will be applied for; Tls. 400 will be 
rewarded with a tablet stamped by the 
Memorialist, and Tls. 200 with a smaller 
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one of the same kind ; while a subscription 
of Tls. 100 will be recognised by a compli- 
mentary tablet from the local authority. 
Rescript: Let the Board concerned take 
note, 

July 10th.—With the exception of two 
short memorials, the whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a report from Yu - 
Po-ch‘uan, special High Commissioner for 
Yellow River Works and the Governor of 
Shantung, submitting a further statement 
of their views on the general question of 
erecting permanent works for the preven- 
tion of disaster through the overflow of the 
River. ‘heir scheme in three headings 
having been referred to the Boards of 
Revenue and Finance, these Departinents 
have written to say that after careful con- 
sideration of the various reports trans- 
mitted by the Memorialists at different times 
upon this subject, they have submitted a 
statement of their views to his Majesty 
which has been approved, and they for- 
warded copies of this report for the informa- 
tion of the Memorialists. This report, intwo 
words. sauctions the two first proposals in 
the Memorialist’s scheme, viz., the clear- 
ing of the channel and the construction of 
embankments, but calls for further survey 
of the country before consenting to the 
adoption of the third proposal, viz., the 
opening of channels of derivation, he 
Board of Revenue further promise a speedy 
reinittance of 'T'ls. 400,000. The Memori- 
alists would humbly submit that their 
scheme was drawn up after a careful survey 
had been made of the whole country which 
it embraces; and, being well aware of the 
financial ditticulties that presented them- 
selves, they cuntined their proposals to 
measures that would admit of the exer- 
cise of the strictest economy consistent 
with efficiency. They have now consulted 
together upon the various points brought 
forward by the Boards in their report, 
and they feel constrained to bring cer- 
tain stipulations aud proposals therein to 
His Majesty’s notice. ‘The first matter on 
which the Memorialists enlarge is a demand 
from the Board for an estimate of the 
annual amount required for the mainten- 
ance of a dredging fleet, with its apparatus 
aud men. This the Memorialists cannot 
give until the fleet, which is in process 
of construction and formation, is com- 
plete ; their original estimate for the forma- 
tion of the fleet was ‘I'ls. 20,000. he 
Board, in the second place, while con- 
senting to the construction of embauk- 
ments as proposed, require that they shall 
measure eighty feet at the base, aud 
twenty atthe top, with height of twelve 
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feet; also that the grants of money made 
for the work shall be in accordance with 
recent precedents; they also require 
information as to the manner in which 
they are to be maintained in a_ state 
of efticiency ; and, further, demand that 
the work shall be put in hand at 
ouce, and completed before the arrival 
of the summer freshets. ‘he Memorialists 
would point out that the line of embank- 
ments as proposed by them would be over 
1,030 4 in length, but they proposed to avail 
themselves of the ‘‘people’s” embankments, 
which would reduce the work of construction 
by about forty percent, and save the purchase 
of land, thus confining the expenditure 
to the lowest possible limit. The measure- 
ments of their embankment were, more- 
over, to be sixty feet at the base, ten 
feet at the top, and ten feet high; and 
they were, roughly speaking, to cost 
Tls 1,450,000; while on the scale that the 
Board demand, Tis. 2,450,000 will be re- 
quired. ‘They leave it to His Majesty to 
decide which of the two plans shall be 
adopted. An elaborate calculation is gone 
into to arrive at these figures, which is too 
lengthy to be embodied in a brief sum- 
mary. It may be mentioned incidentally, 
however, that payment for embankment 
work seems to be made by the fung, sixty 
of which are said to go to the chany, or ten 
feet, in an embankment of the dimensions 
required by the Board, each fang being 
paid for at the rate of ‘Tl. 0.158. 
The price of land taken for Government 
purposes is stated to be 5 strings of cash 
per mow, with a slight addition for land 
of extra yood qualitity. While expressing 
themselves willing to abide by the suyges- 
tion of the Board that the question of cut- 
ting channels of derivation shall be left 
in abeyance, and recording their acknow- 
ledgment of the promptituds with which 
the Board has promised a remittance of 
Tls. 400,000, they point out that this is only 
a quarter of the amount which, at the Memo- 
rialists’ estimate—the lowest of any—it 
will be necessary to expend, or a sixth of 
that necessary to carry out the plan of the 
Board. The Shantung treasury, never 
flourishing, has had heavy calls upon it of 
late to repair the ravages of the floods and 
for the issue of relief, which two items 
caused an expenditure this spring of over 
Tls. 700,000. By dint of great pressure, 
however, some ‘L's. 300,000 to Ts. £00,000 
may be raised, but this would still leave a 
deficit of from Tls. 700,000 to ‘Tls. 800,000 
on the Memorialist’s scheme, and more of 
course on that of the Board, Remittances 
from other provinces would be long in 
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coming, though called for by Imperial de- 
cree, and the risk of having to leave work 
half finished until more funds arrived 
would be too great for the Memorialists to 
venture torun. They point out, further, 
that, given every condition in their favour, 
it would require over 500,000 men to com- 
plete an embankment such as is contem- 
plated by the time of the summer freshets. 
Iu conclusion they pray that the Board 
may be instructed to take once more into 
consideration the advance of further funds 
for his work, the arrival of which can be 
depended upon, and that they be instructed 
to call for the despatch of the second grant 
simultaneously with the original one, the 
selection of the particular scheme to be 
adopted being left to His Majesty. Mean- 
while the dredying fleet will be got ready. 
—Referred by Rescript to the Buarda con- 
cerned, 

July 11th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced :— 

Sun Chi-yun, Prefect of P‘ing-yang in 
Shausi. 

Chi Shih-ch‘ang (lS tHe Fe) to be 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Ottice. 


Hsiit Ying-kuei (FREER) to be Vice- 


President of the same Board. 
Sun Yi-ching (FRA) to be Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue. 


Sun Chia-nai (FR KE iif) to be Vice- 


President of the same Board. 

Sun Yii-wén (FR fF IIO) and Chang 
Chia-hsiany (ike RE to be Vice-Pre- 
sidents of the Board ot Works. 


July 12th.—With two unimportant ex- 
ceptions this day’s Guzette is wholly oc- 
cupied with a joint Memorial from Lin 
Chin-t‘any, Imperial Commissioner and 
Commander-in-chief .of the New Domi- 
nion, and Tan Chung-lin, Governor-Geu- 
eral of Shénsi and Kan-suh, reporting 
with much detail the steps they have 
taken to form a provisional administration 
in the Southern division of the New Dom- 
inion on the basis of the Imperial pro- 
vincial administration. Having received 
authority from the Board of Civil Office to 
establish a regular system of administra- 
tion in this region, under Z'wotais, prefests, 
etc. they propose in the first instance to 
make the appointments provisional, the 
ofticers appointed on probation being speci- 
ally enjoined to study the features of the 
country, and the character of the peuple, 
and to point out what remains to be done 
in the work of reorganisation, now and in 
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the future. The Memorialists explain how 
difficult it is to govern a new and undeve- 
loped region like the New Dominion, 
which lies at a great elevation, and has 
advantages neither of soil nor climate ; 
and where the inhabitants, though of good 
natural disposition, are at enmity with one 
another, and as unlike Chinese as it is pos- 
sible to be, whetherin the matter of speech, 
writiny, food, clothing, or manner of living. 
From time immemorial this region has been 
a source of anxiety to China, whose 
partial control over it dates from the Hau 
dynasty. ‘he Emperor Ch‘ien Lung it 
was, however, who thoroughly subjugated 
the country after enduring great hardships, 
and divided it into two provinces, the north 
and south, establishing military colonies 
therein, and portioning it into prefectural 
and magisterial districts. The southern 
portion of this Dominion has a rich and 
productive soil, but the lawlessness of the 
inhabitants rendered a military occupation 
necessary in the beginning. An improve- 
ment in the condition of the peoyle of late 
years induced the memorialist Liu Chin- 
t‘ang to apply for permission to establish 
a civil administration, his idea being that 
the Military Commissioner should be re- 
placed by a Governor, Treasurer and 
Judicial Commissioner. In his original 
scheme he proposed further that the Begs, 
or lucal chieftains should be withdrawn, 
that the Lieutenant-Governor of Urumtsi 
should be transferred to Kashyar, that 
examinations for the literary degree of 
hsiu ts‘ai be organised, aud a button given 
to Mussulman boys who could recite 
one of the Classical Buoks and speak 
Chinese. The Board objected, however, 
to any such sudden changes or to 
the withdrawal of the military until the 
civil administration in the lower yrades 
was established on a permanent basis and 
confined him in the first instance to the 
organisation of this civil administration, 
The memurialists go on to say that yaméns, 
temples, yranaries, jails, post stations, etc. 
will have to be erected, and a staff of 
clerks and writers imported from Kansu as 
there are very few to be found in the 
country. ‘The minor Mahommedan officials 
will be allowed to retain their buttons and 
treated as gentry, some of them being at- 
tached to the civil departments of the 
different yaméns to pick up Chinese, 
and learn official work. ‘The oflicials pri- 
marily sent to establish the new order of 
government should, it is submitted, be 
men of local experience. The building 
work that is of immediate urgency will be 
carried on by the suldiery, who are to be 
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stimulated by the premise of rewards on 
the completion of their labours. The pre- 
sent grain tax for the southern portion of 
the New Dominion is fixed at something 
over 200,000 piculs, and as the establish- 
ment of a civiladministration will, iu time, 
diminish the quantity of grain that the 
government now require for the main- 
tenance of troops, it is proposed, later on, 
to allow money commutations to be given 
for anything above actual needs.—Re- 
script: Let the Board consider and report. 

July 13th.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
chang will act as Governor-General of 
Chihli and Minister Superintendent of 
Foreign Trade for the North. Chang Shu- 
shéug will return at once to his proper 
post of Governor-General of the ‘I'wo 
Kuang Provinces, and ‘T'séng Kuo-ch‘iian 
will come to Peking for audience. 

(2) A Memorial from Héng Ming, newly 
appointed Military Assistant Governor of 
Uliasut‘ai. After taking leave of Her 
Majesty the Empress aud His Majesty, 
who were good enough to furnish him 
with minute instructions on every pvint, he 
drew the usual travelling allowances, and 
left Peking on the 15th of June. He 
found the country inside the wall in want 
of rain, though everything looked green, 
but as he neared Hsiian-hua Fu the symp- 
toms of drought became more apparent, 
and on reaching Kalyan he was informed 
that in the Gobi region, and in the country 
through which the military post route ran, 
there had been drouyht for years in succes- 
sion, Most of the camels and horses had 
succumbed, or were disabled, and this year 
again, the drought continued, not a drop 
of rain having fallen. There was not a 
blade of grass alive, and every single horse 
at the stations along the postal road through 
the burnt region was dead. ‘The ofticers 
and men at the different stations did not 
kuow how to get food, as the messengers 
could not supply them, while several de- 
tachhiments of treasure for Uliasut‘ai were 
at present stopped half way for want of the 
means of transport, That, in short, such 
a period of distress and scarcity in that 
region had never been known. Efforts 
were being made by the superintendent of 
the postal roads to clear the block that had 
now occurred, but until it had been cleared, 
all official expeditions could not go for- 
ward, for they would surely come to a 
standstill half way. Under the ciroum. 
stanoes, Memorialist, anxious as he ia ta 
yet forward, can do nothing but wait at 
Kalyan and pray for rain to come, that the 
grass may sprout and the camels and horses 
have something to subsist upon. As soon 
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as the postal road is clear, it will be his 
duty to push on to his post. 

July 14th.—No documents of importance. 

July 15th.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
Yu Po-ch‘uan, Special High Commissioner 
for the Yellow River, and the Governor of 
Shantung, reporting the wholesale bursting 
of the embankments all along the line, in 
consequence of a sudden rise in the river, 
accompanied by a strong southerly breeze, 
on the 14th of June and following days, 
Almost all the repairs that have had to be 
undertaken at great cost in consequence of 


last year’s floods appear to have been again | 


washed away, the water, according to the 
Memorialist account, carrying away thou- 
sands of yards at a time, in spite of every 
effort to stop it. ‘the reports from Ch‘i- 
tung Hsien, Li-chin Hsien (the salt works 
in the latter District again being sub- 
merged) and Li-ch‘éng Hsien are all equally 
discouraging. In this last named District, 
the disaster seems to have been particularly 
heavy, the whole country being flooded, 
and the provincial capital itself threatened. 
Further alarming reports have been received 
from Ch‘i-ho Hsien, Ch‘i-yang Hsien, and 
Hui-min Hsien, and it is doubtful whether 
it will be possible to save the embankments 
in these Districts at the different points at 
which the pressure is greatest. The Memo- 
rialists are full of self-repruach for what has 
occurred, and their distress is so keen that 
they can neither eat uor sleep. Measures 
of relief have been organised, and boats 
have been sent out to rescue the people 
whose houses have been submerged. ‘there 
is one cause of congratulation in the midst 
of this disaster, and that is that it came after 
the wheat crop had been gathered ; and the 
width of the breaches has this advantage, 
that the water on them is shallower and 
has less power than in the case of the nar- 
rower breaches, which are much more dif- 
ficult to close. (For Decree see Gazette of 
5th July). ; 

(2) In a postscript memorial, the same 
Officers report that they propose to devote 
a donation of Ts. 20,000 from Szechuen, 
headed by a contribution of ‘I'ls. 3,000 
from the Governor-General to the relief 
of the sufferers by the floods. Should more 
be required, they will proceed to consider 
how to raise it. 

July 16th.—(1) A Decree directing Yu 
Po-ch‘uan and the Governor of Shantung 
t» appropriate T'ls. 160,000 of the subsidy 
due from that province to Peking for the 
aid of the sufferers by the floods recently 
reported, whose condition is a constant 
source of anxiety to His Majesty, and calls 
one or other of these high ofticers is tu 


Google 


visit the scene of each mishap, and superin- 
tend the distribution of relief. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a portion of the report of 
the High Committee on the Yunnan 
bribery case. This report is a detailed 
history of the whole case from first to last, 
and gives a summary of the evidence taken, 
the substance of the conclusions they have 
come to is to be found in the Decree pub- 
lished in the Guzette of 38rd July and the 
different stayes in the enquiry can be 
followed by a perusal of the earlier sum- 
maries that have appeared. 

July 17th.—(1) A Decree granting an 
advance of teu years salary, viz.: Tis, 
10,000, to a Mahomedan Prince at Hami, 
who has applied for the money in order to 
repair his family tombs, which have fallen 
into disrepair in consequence of the late 
rebellion. 

(2) A Decree ordering a tablet to be pre- 
pared for the Imperial temple at Kalgan, 
as a token of gratitude for the rain which 
has recently fallen there and in Mongolia. 
With the exception of a decree announc- 
ing a minor appointment, the remainder 
of this day’s Gazette is occupied with the 
concluding half of the report of the High 
Committee on the Yiinnan bribery case. 

July 18th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Board of Civil Ottice to consider the penal- 
ties to which Yi Shan, Judge, and Ch‘én 
Pao-chén former Taotai of the Hopei Cir- 
cuit, are liable. It has been pointed out 
by Chang P‘ei-lun, a Censor, that their 
names should not have been omitted from 
the list of penalties awarded in the Hu 
T-an case, as they were engaged in hold- 
ing the second trial. 


(2) Lung Hsi-ch ‘ing (EGRE is ap- 


pointed Taotai of the Kan Liang Circuit in 
Kansu, T‘ieh Shan, the present incumbent 
of the post, being ordered to Peking. 

(3) A Decree ordering Chang Ching-yang, 
Secretary of the Tsung-li Yamén, to relin- 
quish his post in that office, aud to confine 
himself to his duties as Secretary of the 
Bvard of Punishments, where his conduct 
is to be watched by his chiefs. These 
orders are issued at the instance of the 
Censor Chang P‘ei-lun, who accuses him of 
want of capacity, and of developing a 
tendency to interfere in matters out of his 
province. : 

(4) Postscript Memorial from the High 
Committee Yiinnan Bribery case, sugyest- 
ing that penalties should be inflicted on 
Ching Lien and Wang Wén-shao, and upon 
the Governors General of Yiinnan and 
Kuei-chow, past and present, respectively. 
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(5) Postscript Memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of Kirin applying for permission to 
appoint an expectant prefect to the post of 
Superintendent of his Secretariat, the late 
Superintendent having gone to Corea to 
negotiate concerning commercal intercourse. 

July 19th.—(1) The Superintendent of 
QOustoms at Sha-hu K‘ou reports that his 
receipts at that station from the 22ud of 
the 7th moon of last year until the 12th 
of the 5th moon of this year have been 
Ts. 26,224, of which some Tls. 4,000 have 
been absorbed by payments he has been 
called upon to make, ‘This shows a deficit 
of Tls. 8,658 on the surplus assessment, 
but he hopes that in view of the stagnation 
of trade consequent upon the drought to 
the north of Kuei-hua Ch‘éng, he may 
only be called upon to make good a portion 
of this deficit. : 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor of Jé Ho 
reports the result of enquiry into the 
circumstances under which a tablet with 
Imperial autographic verses engraved upon 
it, that stood outside one of the temples in 
the Hunting Park, was wantonly defaced by 
a lad during the incumbency of the Memo- 
rialist’s predecessor. It has been ascertained 
that a lad called Wang Li-ch‘tian, eighteen 
years of age, who belonged to one of the 
Banner Corps, was employed as a faggot 
cutter in the Hunting Park, Ou his way 
to his north he passed by a temple called 
the Pi Féng Miao and sat himself down to 
rest by a stone tablet on the side of the 
road which led to it. As the head of his 
bill-hook was loose upon its handle, with the 
stupidity characteristic of youth, he struck 
the head of it, in order to tighten it, several 
times on the stone, with the result that the 
edge of the tablet was slightly chipped at 
one of the corners. The act, having been 
witnessed by the soldiers on guard, was 
duly reported to their commanding officer, 
and by him to the Chief Superintendent, 
who sent officers to ascertain the amount 
of the injury that had been done. It was 
found that none of the Imperial auto- 
graphic verses cut on either side of the 
atone had been touched, ouly a small piece 
of the corner being chipped away, and that 
the damage was undoubtedly inadvertently 
done by an ignorant lad who knew no bet- 
ter. The prisoner having gone through 
the usual courts, was finally brought before 
the Memorialist for trial and sentence, and 
some difficulty has been experienced in 
deciding the penalty to which the lad is 
liable, as there is no special clause which 
exactly meets his offence. He has been 
sentenced finally, under a clause provid- 
ing for an analagous offence, to one hun- 
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dred blows with the heavy .bamtbed, aud: . 
banishment for threé years.~"Referted ts 


the Board of Punishments, 

July 20th.—(1) A Decree: Li Hung- 
chang has presented a Memorial in which 
he describes at length his personal feel- 
ings, and prays Us to take back commands 
that have already been given effect to. We 
have perused this Memorial, which seta 
forth his griefs in earnest aud appealing 
language dictated by thorough sincerity of 
heart. We should feel bound condescend- 
ingly to grant his request, were it not for 
the fact that the civil administration of 
the metropolitan province, the provision 
of means of subsistence for the people who 
dwell there, military defences, and the 
organisation of water-ways, are, each and 
all, matters of the extremest importance. 
Li Hung-chang has held office there for 
some years, and has carried out his duties 
in a thorough and satisfactory manner. It 
was for this reason that We issued a 
special decree calling upon him to act as 
Governor-General of Chihli and Minister 
Superintendent of Foreign Trade for the 
North. At the present time, when so 
many difficulties beset the Empire, the 
Court is in need of men upon whom it can 
rely. Let the Acting Governor-General, 
then, reverently identifying himself with 
the burniny anxiety that occupies our mind 
as We toil from dawn till eve, direct his 
filial piety into a loyal endeavour to repay 
the cunfidence that has been reposed in 
him. Let him conform to Our earlier 
commands ; he must not persist in de- 
clining to accept the position that had 
been given him. 

July 21st.—(1) A Postscript Memorial 
from Ting Pao-chén reporting the arrival 
at Ch‘eng-tu Fu upon the 29th of January 
last of a tribute mission from the Panshén 
Erdeni Lama, or joint Pontiff of Tibet, 
who resides in Ulterior Tibet. The mis- 
sion, which consisted of an abbot called 
K‘o-ch‘ing-lo-sang, with his disciples and 
their attendants, had with them 837 cases 
of articles of tribute and baggage, weigh- 
ing 51,290 catties. As this weight did not 
correspond with that given in the letter of 
advice from the Resident, who gave the 
weight of the baggage as more than 3,000 
catties above that amount, the Memorialist 
called upon the abbot for an explanation. 
He stated that the extra packages with 
which the mission had charged themselves 
made the weight as reported by the Resident 
correct ; but that as many of these had got 
rubbed and injured on the journey, it had 
been thought best to leave some of them at 
Luch‘éng ; hence the reduction in number 
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. «and -pyoss* Weight. “He added that they 


<.. chad pot-left beliit theni any of the articles 


* of tribute. As is the rule on such occasions, 
the cases containing articles of tribute 
were again securely wrapped and corded, 
aud a stamped strip of paper was pasted 
on each, The mission set forth on its for- 
ward journey in two detachments, one on 
the 30th of April, and the other on the 
Vth of May, the whole cortége being in 
charge of a Lieutenant deputed by the 
Memorialist to escort them as far as the 
confines of Shénsi, where they will be met 
by agents of the Governor of that 
province. 

July 22nd.—(Court Circular) The Go- 
vernor of Peking reportsa fall of rain in 
the metropolis to the extent of thorough 
saturation. 

(1) Féng Ts‘u-lin, Commander-in-chief 
in Kuanysi, is allowed to retire on the 
ground of ill health, and Huang Kuei-lan 


(fa 4B) is appointed to take his 


place. 

(2) A Decree ordering an Imperial au- 
toyraphic tablet to be bestowed on a 
lady called Liu, the mother of a former 
Commander-in-chief in Kuangtuny, and the 
grandmother of Liu Chin-t‘ang, Commis- 
sioner of the Office of Transmission,  ‘Lhis 
dame, who is uearly eiyhty years of aye, 
has the felicity of seeing,round her five 
generations of her family, while she has 
personally known seven, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging a Memorial 
from the Commissioners of the Peking 
Granaries, who request that the penalty 
for stealing government grain on board the 
boats that convey it from ‘Tientsin to 
Peking may be made more severe. They 


represent that the peculation that goes on’ 


on board these boats has greatly increased 
of late, the boatmen becoming so bold in 
their depredations that as much as several 
score of piculs are stolen from every boat in 
a fleet, some even going so far as to steal the 
whole of the rice and abandon their boat. 
The Decree characterises such detiant con- 
_tempt of the law as most abominable, and 
calls upon the Board of Punishments to 
consider what heavy penalty shall be laid 
down as the punishment of offences of the 
above nature. Inu a Postscript Memorial 
the same otlicers go on to say that the 
buatmen engaged in the transport of guvern- 
ment rice play into the hands of persons 
that are characterised as grain sharks, who 
aid them in their thefts on the passage 
from Tientsin to Tungchow. The Governor- 
General of Chihli and the Governor of 
Peking are called upon to instruct the 
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authorities in whose jurisdiction the route 
lies to be on the watch for thefts of the 
kind described, and to punish the offenders 
with the utmost rigour. Any officers dis: 
playing special zeal in the detection of the 
frauds will be rewarded. 

July 23d. —(1) A Decree ordering the 
dismissal of a number of Sub-prefects and 
District Magistrates in Shantung who have 
beeu denounced by the Governor on various 
counts, and declared by him to be unfit to 
hold oftice. 

(2) The General of the Hastian-hua 
Division in Chihli memorialises to the 
effect that rain to the extent of depths of 
saturation varying from nine to two inches 
has fallen throughout the district of which 
he is in charge, and has relieved the dis- 
tress that had been felt at the protracted 
drought from which the country had been 
suffering all the year. The Memorialist 
attributes this timely rain to the prayers 
offered by himself, the Taotai,- and the 
Prefect before an altar specially erected 
for the purpose, to which they walked in 
procession, 

[Note.-—The presentation of a Memorial 
from a tsung-ping, or General of Division, 
is so rare au occurrence as to be worthy of 
record. ] 

(3) The Governor of Hupei submits a 
list of the prefectures and districts to which 
he has been obliged to issue relief in 
money or grain during the spring of the 
present year. The floods which occa- 
sioned such distress in the province last 
year have already been the subject of 
reports to His Majesty. It has been neces- 
sary, in some instances, to repeat this 
relief during the present summer, as a 
succession of wet days has caused much 
injury to the crops in some portions of 


. the province, and forced up the price of 


grain. As far as possible, grain has been 
issued from the stores set apart for that 
purposes, and has been treated as a loan, 
to be paid back in each instance by instal- 
ments. Brighter weather of late gives 
promise of better things, and although an 
abundant wheat harvest cannot be expected, 
there are hopes of a good autumn gather- 
ing. 

July 24th.—(Court Ciroular.) The Board 
of Ceremonies hands in a programme of ob- 
servanoes to be carried out on the birthday 
of His Majesty the Emperor. 

(1) The ‘Tartar General at Foochow, who 
holds the Ottice of Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at that port, reports that he has sent 
Tls. 80,000 to the Office of the Imperial 
Household in obedience to an urgent call 
fur funds frum that Office for repair to 
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Palace buildings, supported by Imperial 
Decree. The Memorialist points out that 
the regular demands upon the revenue 
under his control are, as it is, more than 
can be met, and he has been forced to 
hypothecate many outside claims in order 
to meet the annual subsidies due to the 
capital. These hypothecations have al- 
ready caused a deficit in his accounts of 
over Tls. 700,000. The whole revenue of 
the native Customs is only some Ts, 180,000 
a year, and the various charges upon it 
that are levied hy the Office of the Imperial 
Household and on other accounts leave him 
a balance of only Tls. 40,000 or 30,000, 
which has been taken to make up the re- 
gular subsidy due to Peking for the past 
year. He has also paid his quota of the 
[li indemnity out of the sixty per cent of the 
duties allowed him on the China Mer- 
chants steamers. Having no other funds at 
his command, he has made up the sum now 
called for from the monthly grant to the 
province of Shénsi for the pay of the 
troops, which has thus been hypothecated 
for fifteen mouths to come, dating from the 
seventh moon, 

(2) The Deputy Lieutenant Governor of 
Jé Ho reports that he has inspected the 
cushions, furniture, dining services, orna- 
ments and images deposited in the various 
Imperial lodges in the Hunting Reserves, 
together with the rice and money stored in 
the yranaries and treasuries respectively, 
and has found everything correct 

(3) The Governor of Anhui submits a 
return of the revenue collected at the Féug- 
yang Customs during the year ending with 
the close of the last third moon. ‘I'he total 
collection was ‘Ils. 52,941, which, although 
for reasons which are given at length, con- 
siderably less than what this station was 
assessed at before the rebellion, is in ad- 
vance of auy previous year since the 
re-establishment vf the station in the year 
1876. ‘ 

June 25th.—(1) The Grand Council were 
honoured with verbal commands to the 
effect that there would be a general exemp- 
tion from attendance at Court on the 28th, 
29th, and 3ist inst. 

(2) The following appointments are an- 
hounced :— 

President of the Board of Revenue, O 
lo-ho-pui, 

President of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency, Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ang-a 
: President of the Court of Consors, Yen 
[sit 


(8) Tfang Chung ap is appointed 


Governor of Ytunan,. 
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(4) At the request of Li Hung-chang, 
and Chang Shu-shéng, Governor-General 
of Chihli ad interim, the present General 
of the Chéng Ting Division in that pro- 
vince is allowed to retire in ill-health, 


Yeh Chih-chao (BE ER) is appointed 
in his place. 

(5) A Decree announcing the following 
changes amongst the Vice-Presidents of the 
Boards :— 

Hsi Chén to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Ollice ; 

K‘un Kang to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Oftice ; 

Fu K‘un to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue ; 

Ching Hsin to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue ; 

Hsing Lien to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Works ; 

Ching Shan to be Vice-President of the 
Board of Works. 

(6) A Decree announcing the decision 
come to by the Buard of Civil Office as to 
the penalties to which the High Ofticers 
of the Metropolitan Boards aud the Gov- 
ernor-Genéral and Governor of Yiinnan 
are liable for their want of care in the 
Yiinnan bribery case, Ching Lien, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Revenue, Wang 
Nén-shao, Vice-President, and Kuei Yun, 
former Vice-President, and Tung Haiin, 
former President of the same Board, are 
deprived of two steps of rank and are to be 
removed to other posts. Penalties are to be 
actual and commutative rank willuotcount,. 
Ching Lien will continue to serve on the 
Grand Council and will still hold his ap- 
pointment as Minister of the Tsungli 
Yameéu, Liu Chang yo formerly Governor 
General of Yiinnan and Kueichow, and 
Tu Jui-lien former Governor of Yiiunan, 
are to be deprived of three steps of com- 
mutative rank accompanied by removal to 
other ports. For the penalties of forfeiture 
of salary, deprivation of commutative rank, 
and removal to another port which have 
been incurred by the following otticers in 
their public capacity, commutative rank 
will be allowed to co:rect Ching Lien, 
Wang Wen-shao, K‘uei T’sin, Hsii Ying- 
k‘uei and Ch‘ung Li. The same privilege 
is extended to the following officers who 
liable to deprivation of commutative rank 
and retention their posts: Wéug Tfun-ho, 
Shih Tséng, Sun Chia-nai, Hsii Yung-yi, 
Fu Chih, and Kfuei Shih-chieh. 

(7) A Decree announcing the penalties 
awarded for negligence in the trial of Wang 
Shu-wén, the lad who was led out to execu- 
tion as a substitute fur highway-man Hu 
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Ti-au. Yi Shan, Judge of Honan, and 
Chéu Pao-ch‘ien, at present Judge of Ché- 
kiang, are tu lose three steps of commuta- 
tive rank, and be transferred to other 
posts, 

(8) The Governor General of Yiinnan 
and Knueichow reports the capture of four 
members of the fo-lao Society who have 
been committing robberies, and inciting 
the people in the provincial capital to 
rebellion. Three have been summarily 
decapitated, and the fourth will be detained 
in prison, until some others are captured 
with whom it is necessary that he be con- 
fronted. 

July 26h.—(L) A Decree authorising 
Yu Po-clifuan and the Governor of Shan- 
tung to organise a system of contributions 
for the aid of the distress caused by the 
recent breaches in the banks of the Yellow 
River, it having been found imposeible to 
meet the requirements of the sufferers 
with the provincial funds, supplemented 
though they are by large grants of money 
and rice from Peking. The contributors 
of a given amount to this relief fund are to 
have brevets of honorary rank bestuwed 
upon them. if 

(2) A Decree authorising the above 
officers to appropriate 50,000 piculs from 
the tribute rice now onits way by the Grand 
to Peking, for the relief of the sufferers by 
flood. 

(3) A Decree. The Court of Censors 
complains that the police system of the 
metropolis is effete and lax, and requests 
that a conference may be held to cunsider 
further police regulations. Cases of theft 
and robbery have recently been of frequent 
occurrence in the metropolis showing that 
the police system is indeed lax, and is in 
urgent need of re-organisation. ‘I'he Ottice 
of Gendarmerie, the Governor of Peking, 
and the five Metropolitan Censors will 
jointly draw up a code of police rezulations, 
to which they will yive effective operation. 
They will further compass the arrest of 


the criminals a list of whose names is 
given, lt is further represented that 
the criminal classes are under the 


protection of Yamwéu runners and under- 
lings, who, again, are screened by the 
petty military officers in charge of police 
stations, who find it profitable to maintain 
bad characters and harbour thieves. This 
matter will be seriously taken up by the 
Oftice of Gendarmerie, who will denounce 
to the Throne any oflicers who bear au evil 
reputation ; they will further deal severely 
with any underlings who may be found to be 
in collusion with bad characters. ‘Lhe Court 





of Censurs will frum time to tle consider | 
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with the Office of Gendarmerie measures 
for the suppression of crime in the metro- 
polis. 

(4) A Decree. Li Hung-chang repeats 
his prayer that We will recall a command 
to which effect has been given. We have 
perused his Memorial. In former days, 
such High Officers as Sun Chia-kan, Chu 
Shih-chi, Tséng-yiin, Chiang Ping, Yi Min- 
chung, Tséng Kuo-fau, and Hu Lin-yi, cou- 
tinued to hold office in obedience to In- 
perial command, because the importancy 
of the matters entrusted to thoir charye 
left no resource but the adoption of this 
expedient. When, last year, Li Hung- 
chang applied for permission to vacate his 
post and bring his ofticial duties to a cluse, 
We impressed this view of the matter upon 
him with words of earnest exhortation, aud 
the Acting Governor General, in view of the 
fact that the interests of the state were 
paramount, manfully bore his troubles. 
Future generations throughout the em- 
pire will assuredly appreciate the true 
spirit [of loyalty which he displayed] 
in the midst of his grief under pressure of 
circumstances which allowed of no other 
course. Let him continue in office as com- 
manded, and let him refrain from again 
excusing himself. 

(6) The Lieutenant Governor of Ch‘ahar 
reports that rain has at last fallen in 
abundance round Kalgan, in the Ch‘a Han 
reigion, and at Dolonor. 

July 27th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

July 28th.—(Court Circular) His Majesty 
will receive congratulations at 7 a.m. teo- 
morrow, and at 8 a.m. will take his seat to 
witness a theatrical performance. 


(1) Kung Yi-t‘u (iE B fa) is appointed 


Financial Commissioner of Yiiuuan, and 


Shén Jung-ching GK ER €%) Judge of 


Kuangtung. 

(2) ‘T6-lun-pu is appointed one of the 
Superintendents of Live Stock and House 
duty in Peking. 


(3) Liu Shéng-ts‘ao (Bi) BR JER) is ap- 


pointed Judge of Chékiany, and Tang 


Hsien-yang Fr Judge of Honan, 


(4) With the exception of two short and 
unimportant papers, the whole of the 
remainder of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with a report from the Governor-General 
and Governor at Canton, reporting the 
result of their final enquiry into certain 
charges, ascertained to be false, brought 
avainst one Ch‘it Yao-yu, a Lieutenane 
attached tu the Ch‘ih-hsi Division of the 
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Kuangtuny naval brigade. ‘This ofticer was 
accused by certain of the men under him of 
having been engaged in smuggling opium, 
and of having given orders for a certain junk 
freighted with contraband opium to fire 
upon a Customs cruiser that tried to stop 
her, with the result that the junk was 
sunk, and some of her crew killed by the 
cruiser’s men. Owing to constant changes 
ia: the local administration, the hearing of 
this case, the incidents connected with 
which happened three years ayo, has 
been delayed. It nuw appears, upon the 
evidence of those who first brought the 
charge, supported by credible witnesses, 
that the facts of the case are, briefly, as 
follows: ‘The Lieutenant, having been 
charged by his commanding otticer, a 
Colonel called Chou Féuy-shan, to be on 
the look-out for pirates on the confines of 
Ch‘ih-hsi and Macau, sent one of his men 
Chiang Tiig-chao, an old and, as he 
thought, trustworthy soldier, to Macao 
to make secret enquiries as to the where- 
abouts of these pirates. While there 
Chiang ‘Ting-chav took it into his head that 
he would run a cargo of opium to Ch‘ih- 
hai and there'y make money. He accord- 
ingly got a crew together and chartered 
a junk which he feeighted with opium, 
and started for Cu‘ih-hsi, The junk was 
challenged by a Canton Customs cruiser off 
a place known as Chiao-k‘ou. Chiang ‘T‘ing- 
chao thereupon ordered his men to fire on 
the cruiser which returned the fire with 
her guns, wounding Chiang T‘ing-chao on 
the forehead and sinking the junk. Most 
of the crew were drowned, but Chiang 
T‘ing-chao, being a swimmer, saved his life 
and eventually turned up again at head- 
quarters. His broken head naturally ex- 
cited the suspicion of his comrades, and it 
was not long before they had yot his story 
out of him. A whisper of his adventures 
having reached the Lieutenant, he was 
about to investigate the matter when Chiang 
T‘iny-chao absconded, aud, as he was re- 
sponsible for his desertion, he thought it 
politic to say nothing either about the 
man’s misdoings or his desertion. Shcrtly 
afterwards, Ch‘ii Yao-yu had occasion to 
select twenty-two men of his company, at 
the instance of his Colonel, for discharge 
in consequence of bodily inetticiency. This 
so angered the men that they brought the 
charge against the Lieutenant which has 
been the subject of the abuve report. 
Being afterwards afraid of the conse- 
quences to themselves of what they had 
done, they withdrew their accusation, the | 
falaity of which was further correborated | 
by the owner of the junk that was sunk, : 
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who also escaped by swimming. ‘The short- 
comings of the Lieutenant are, the Memo- 
rialists consider, sufticiently atoned for-by the 
penalty of dismissal which has already been 
inflicted on him. His peacock’s feather and 
stamped certificates will be taken from him, 
and he will be sent to his native place to 
be put under the supervision of the local 
authorities. The Major above him has 
already been dismissed, which is a sutticient 
penalty for his neglect to keep his men in 
a state of efficiency, and devolving the duty 
of discharging the non-effectives upon his 
Lieutenant, whereby the latter was a 
victim to the malice vf the men dismissed. 
The Colonel is rightly punished by depriva- 
tiun of two steps of commutative rank and 
removal to another pot. Chiang Ting- 
chao is still a large. The men who brought 
the false charge have had their penalty of 
eighty blows remitted, as the offence was 
committed prior to the Act of Grace of 1881. 

July 29th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Shénsi and Kansu applies for His 
Majesty’s sanction to a scheme for the 
re-organisation of the courier service in his 
jurisdiction on a reduced scale, that has 
been proposed by the Financial Commis- 
sioners, it having been found impossible tu 
carry out the rehabilitation of the postal 
service on the scale demanded by the 
former Governor-General Tso ‘Tsunyg-t‘ang. 
The original number of men and animals 
for the courier service inside and outside 
the frontier was, before the rebellion, fixed 
at over 6,350 horses, and some 3,600 men, 
besides oxen and their drivers, aud 150 
cart horses with their drivers. The anuual 
cost of the maintenance of this service 
was over 'I'ls. 257,000, exclusive of hay and 
can. During the rebellion, the courier 
service broke down, and becaine sv bad 
that Grand Secretary Tso gave orders for 
its re-establishment, In course of time 
something less than a third of the original 
number was raised by the different ofticers 
under his jurisdiction, but there were 
complaints everywhere that the service 
could not meet its requirements, and cun- 
stant applications were made for additional 
horses and men. The grants for this purpose 
were drawn either from the military chest, 
the “reorganisation” fund, or the likin tax 
office, or, subsequently, fromthe provincial 
treasury, but the amounts in almost every 
instance were small, and had to be made 
up by advauces on the part of the local 
authorities, whu charged these advances 
under various headings, to the extreme 
confusion of the public accounts, uot to 
mention the fact that the incidences of the 
burden was moat irregular. Last year the 
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Memorialist gave orders that the money | and the steps they proposed to take 


required for this purpose should in every 
instance be drawn from the provincial 
treasury, with a view to securing uniformity 
of procedure, and at the same time 
instructed the two Commissioners to 
consider on what reduced scale the 
courier service could, under present con- 
ditions, be maintained consistently with 
efficiency. Iu reply they report that the 
emptiness of the exchequer precludes an 
abrupt return to the old system, which, 
now that military operations are at an end, 
need not be conducted on so extensive a 
scale, After a careful consideration of the 
conditions of the different places along the 
main road from east to west, they consider 
that 2,685 horses and 1,342 men will be 
sufticient for the two prefectures of Ming- 
hsia and Hsi-ning, while they propose to 
retain the old number, as this is not large, 
for the outlying stations in such sub- 
prefectures and districts as An-hsi, Yii- 
mén, etc. The cart sytem, with bullocks and 
horses, having entirely disappeared, might 
be abolished. The military postal system 
to Hami, Barkul, and other places will 
continue to be supported out of the military 
chest. ‘he arrangements above proposed 
can be carried out at an annual expenditure 
of something over Tls. 106,000, with about 
240 piculs of corn (sic. in orig.), and some 
29,000 trusses of hay. The mouey will in 
future be taken from the land tax of each 
district, the balance of which, should there 
be any, will be forwarded to the provincial 
treasury. The Memorialist, in giving the 
proposed arrangement his support, points 
out that an annual saving of over Tis, 
100.000 will thereby be effected, which can- 
not fail to have a beneficial effecl upon the 
prosperity of the provincial exchequer,— 
Rescript: Let the Board concerned take note. 

July 30th.—A Decree expressing His 
Majesty’s fears lest a continuance of the 
heavy rain that has recently fallen should 
be prejudicial to the crops, and announcing 
the intention of the Court to hold a series 
of intercessory services for fine weather at 
the variuus State temples upon the 31st 
instant. ‘The remainder of this day’s 
Guzette is occupied with matters of purely 
ofticial routine. 

July 3lst.—This being the birthday of 
His Majesty the Emperor, there was no 
official attendance at Court. 

(1) Memorial from Chi Ho, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Ch‘ahar, and his deputy 
Yung Té. The Memorialists have already 
reported to His Majesty the block that has 
occurred at the Military post station 
in consequence of the protracted drought, 
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for the provision of camels to aid in 
transport, aud for the issue of relief. 
While they were considering the best 
means for putting these measures into 
practice, reports came in from different 
stations along the line stating that more 
than twenty caravans had been brought 
to standstill en route, and with them up- 
wards of 200 officers and soldiers. The 
beasts of burden that had beeu sent forward 
to relieve this block were so inadequate 
in numbers that there was a_ perfect 
scramble for the possession of them. Sup- 
plies had been waited for more than a 
mouth, and it was a matter of great difii- 
culty to find food to eat, while cases of 
theft and brigandage were constantly being 
heard of. The forces at the disposal of the 
postal officers were quite unable to keep 
order, and unless supplies were promptly 
forwarded there was every reason to appre- 
hend untoward events. After mature deli- 
beration, the Memorialists came to the con- 
clusion that the only thing to be done was 
to follow a precedent established under 4 
similar state of things some years ago. It 
was decided therefore that the Memorialist 
Yung Té should himself visit the stations, 
and in places where a block existed, 
superintend the pushing forward of con- 
voys in person, aud so keep down dis- 
affection. In cases in which the supply.of 
pack animals is manifestly inadequate to 
satisfy the demand, it is proposed to bor- 
row animals from the Shang-tu herds to 
meet the emergency. The Memorialist 
Yung Té leaves Kalgan on the 19th of 
July. ; 

(2) Li Hung-chang forwards a return of 
the duties collected by the Shan Hai Customs 
by under the Superintendence of Hei 
Chfang, the Taotai in charge during the 
year ending with the 27th of the 11th 
moon of last year. Within that period the 
following sums were collected at the various 
land and maritime stations :— 

Regular assessment ............Tls. 61,642 

Surplus assessment .........6. 5, 49,487 





111,129 
The various charges on this amount, such 
as salaries to oflicers, payment of pensions, 
support of troops, grants for memorial 
arches to widows, and so forth, are in 
excess of the receipts by as much Tis. 
25,350, which sum has been repaid out of 
the new surplus assessment that has been 
puton this Customsestablishment, which has 
further to meet a host of charges account 
of salaries to othvialy in Féng-tien, etc. 


Total, Tls. 
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These come in all to Tls. 47,696, aud leave 
a further sum of ‘ls. 1,796 which he 
cannot provide, 

(4) In a Postscript Memorial, the same 
otticer mentions that there is a second sup- 
plementary assessment amounting to ‘Ls, 
80,000, from which ‘I'ls, 23,354 have been 
taken to supplement the pay of the Banner 
Corps, for whose maintenance there are 
not sufficient funds in the treasury, A 
further suin of ‘I'ls. 29,093 has -to be 
deducted for rebate of duties on goods 
carried by tribute grain vessels, leaving a 
balance (counting fractions of a tael) of 'T'ls. 
25,951. This amount the Superintendent 
proposes to expend in the construction of 
forts at Ying-k‘ou (Newchwangy) which are 
urgently needed, and the erection of which 
has already been sanctioned by His Majesty. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

August 1lst.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Granaries. 
They brought to His Majesty’s notice last 
year the fact that four of the boatmen 
charged with the conveyance of tribute 
tice from ‘Tientsin had stolen as much as 
from forty to fifty piculs from their cargoes. 
They were duly tried, and by the ruling 
of the Board of Punishments were sen- 
tenced to 100 blows with the heavy bamboo, 
and banishment to a distance of 3,0U0 li. 
On inspecting the srrivals of grain this 
year, the Memorialists were surprised to tind 
that in five instances the boatmen were 
more than forty piculs short, and in four 
istances more than thirty piculs. The 
men were handed over to the acting sub- 
Prefect of Ttungchow, who was instructed 
to hold an enquiry in concert with the chief 
Secretaries of the Kiangsu and C-ékiany 
grain agencies, While awaiting their report 
the Memorialists learned from the Kianysu 
Grain Taotai that the owner of one of the 
boats laden with grain under his charge, had 
stolen seventeen piculs of rice, between 
Chang Chia-wan and Ma ‘ou, and de- 
camped. ‘The Memorialists were filled with 
disgust at this open detiance of the law 
In the face of the example that was 
made last year, and at once placed them- 
selves in communication with the various 
authorities, local and metropolitan, whom 
they called upon to arrest che perpetrators 
of this abominable and defiant act. Mean- 
While the enquiry into the circumstances 
of the short delivery of grain at Tung-chow 
had been held, af which all of the men 
admitted, without reservation, that they 
had stolen the grain ew route and sold it, 
In commenting upon this state of thinus 
the Memorialists submit that the penalties 
provided by law for the offences above 
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quoted are evidently not sufticiently severe 
to be deterrent. The allowances for con- 
veyance-of tribute rice have of late years 
been increased, and by a new rule promul- 
gated by the Board in the 7th year of Tfung 
Chih, the penalty for the theft of anything 
under 60 piculs was only banishment with 
the usual accompanimentof abeating. Inthe 
reign of Hsien Féuy severer measures were 
taken at the instance of Pao Yiin, with 
satisfactorily deterrent results, and, later, 
it was decided that the penalty should be 
death in the case of stealers of grain 
resisting capture, while thefts by boat- 
men or watering their cargoes should be 
punished in proportion to the amount of 
the theft with the heaviest penalties 
the law permitted. A Censor, however, 
came forward in the 7th year of TSang-chih 
and protested ayainst the severity of the 
penalties iutlicted, when the Board fixed 
two scales ; thefts of 60 piculs and upwards, 
and 20 piculs and upwards, For the first, 
Punishment was banishment to a pestilential 
place for army service ; for the second, 100 
blows and banishment to a distance of 
3,000 li. ‘The death penalty was reserved 
for thefts of over 600 piculs. These rules 
were to apply equally to all classes of 
individuals engaged in the trauxport of 
Government grain, and their incidence is 
therefore not by any means equal. In the 
case of yranary superintendents and traus- 
port ayents who have at times tens of 
thousands of piculs pass through their 
hands, they may work fairly enough, but 
not so in the case of boatmen whose whole 
cargo is about 200 piculs. If they steal 
the whole boatload they get no more 
punishment than if they took 60 piculs ; 
hence, the law cannot be said to be fair 
in its application, Tie Memorialists would 
pray that the Board be directed to consider 
the arguments and facts they have now laid 
before His Majesty, and in the case of boat 
men, to fix extreme penalties fur thefts of 
any amount within 200 piculs, They would 
further suggest that for any punishment 
short of banishment, the plea of having 
aged parents to support be not entertained, 
as this is often brought forward as a means 
of escape. They would further bey that 
the men now awaiting sentence be punished 
under the new rule about to be laid down, 
—For Decree in reply to the above, and a 
Postscript Memorial which follows it, see 
Gucette of 22nd July. ’ 

August 2ud.-—(1) 4 Memorial from the 
High Authorities of Yiiunan reporting the 
extent to which they have finally decided, 
after the year's law granted by the Board, 
tu modify the arrangement under which 
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prisoners guilty of grave offences are sum- 
inarily executed at the scenes of their 
crimes. After a lengthy dissertation on the 
particularly dangerous elements of which a 
large portion of the population of the pro- 
vince is composed, that with its boundary 
line contignous with the confines of Bur- 
mah and Annam affords facilities for the 
escape and entry of bad characters, and 
facilitates attempts at rescue, they request 
permission to cuntinue the system of suin- 
mary execution on the spot in the case 
of such crimes as risings on the part 
of local banditti, or wandering braves, aud 
any movement of a treasonable nature, to- 
gether with any of the six classes of crime 
which the law permits to be punished by 
decapitation with exposure of the head 
Robbery in organised yangs of more than 
ten will be treated in the way suggested by 
the Board ; viz: evidence will be taken by 
the local authority, and a report sent to his 
superior, who will either instruct him to 
send the prisoners on to the nearest ‘laotai 
or Prefect, or will despatch a wei-yiian to 
hold a joint trial, when, if the evidence is 
conclusive, the prisoners will be summarily 
executed. Returns of such executions will 
be submitted periodically to His Majesty. 
—Rescript ; Let the Buard of Punishments 
take note. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t‘anuy. He has received a com- 
munication from Li Chao-pin, Commander- 
in-chief, to the effect that the titles 
chiuan chu, (captain) and ta, erh, and 
san fu (first, second and third mates) are 
terms applied to the captains and mates of 
foreign merchant steamers, and are not 
suitable for officers of men-of-war such as 
the six steam vessels, the Wei Ching, Téng 
Ying Chow, etc., and four gunboats (? 
alphabetical) Luny Hsiang, Hu Wei, Fei 
Ling and T's‘é Tren, forming the southern 
fleet. It would seem right, therefore, that 
the nomenclature applied to the army 
should be substituted, and such titles as 


pang tai tui tsung (FS AS BR SA) and tui 


chung should be given to these officers. 
He further proposed to reduce the numbers 
of the first and second class seamen 
by a few individuals, and apply their 
pay and allowance to the provision of extra 
third-class seamen, whose rating would be 
raised as vacancies occurred. He request- 
ed that the Memorialist would communicate 
these chanyes to the Board. Iu reply, the 
Memorialist informed him that there was 
no, objection to subtituting the proposed 
titles in the case of three of the six steam- 
vessels, but asx the four gunboats had 
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no captain the title was inapplicable. There 
was no harm either in adding a few 
men of a third-class rating. As regarded 
the remaining three steam vessels, viz: 
the Téug Ying (how, Ching Yiian, and Téng 
Chéing, that are otticered in the manner laid 
down in the regulations draw up by the 
Foochow Arsenal, under which the officer 
in command has the eutire control of the 
movements of the ship, which is not, as in 
the case of the other three, navigated by a 
ch‘wan chu (? sailing master) in addition to 
the officer in command, the Memorialist 
directed that the old system should be 
continued. On reference to the Board, they 
replied that the change of the titles of the 
otticers on board the three vessels must 
be submitted to His Majesty before it 
could be given effect to. The Memorialist 
accordingly beys to request His Majesty’s 
instructions on this point.—Rescript : Lat 
the Yamén concerned take notes. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Wei Yung- 
kuang, Governor of Kiangsu, reporting 
that he has paid a special visit of inspec- 
tion to the sea walls in the Pao-shan and 
other districts which have been repaired 
out of fund raised by a special land tax 
levied in the three prefectures of Soochow, 
Sung-kiang and T‘ai-chow. His tour had 
for its particular obj ct the survey of the 
defences at Woosuny, where he inspected 
the forts, and witnessed some torpedo prac- 
tice. Li Hung chang being in Shanghai 
at the time, he took the opportunity of 
going to see him and consult with him on 
different matters. He left Suochow on the 
20 h of June, and returned there on the 
24th. 

August 3rd.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced; Tavtai of the Ta, 
Shun, Kuang Circuit in Chibli, Kung 


Chiiu (BE); Taotai of An, Lu, Ch‘u, 
Ho Circuit, in Anhuei Ting Hsin (JO 
WE) ; Taotai of the Ho Tung Circuit ia 


Shansi, Kao Ch‘ung-chi C= He FD). 

(2) A Memorial from Chany Shu-shéng, 
Acting Governor-General of Chihli, giving 
details of the repairs that are urgently 
needed to save the embaukments that con- 
fine the ‘'ung-ming portion of the Yellow 
River. ‘The annual grant for the main- 
tenance of these embankments, which are 
60 li in length, is ‘Tls. 40,000, but, as was 
pointed out by the Memorialist last year, 
this is absolutely insufficient to keep the 
works in state of proper repair. Breaches, 
some of them 700 or 800 feet wide, in 
places where the depth of water is as much 
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as 40 or 50 feet, have occurred in several 
places, and to repair these will require an 
extra expenditure of over Ts. 33.000. 
This will be laid out with the greatest dis- 
cretion and economy, aud returns of dis- 
bursements will be sent in. The Memo- 
rialist in the earlier part of his report re- 
fers to a previous statement that the an- 
nual grant would have to be increased if 
the embankments are to be maintained in 
a state of efficiency. 

August 4th.—(L) A Decree. The Censor 
Téug Ch‘énug-hsin prays that We will con- 
sider the bestowal of some modifi d form 
of compassionate distinction upon an exiled 
officer, who when in the public service dis- 
tinvuished himself by his military prowess. 
Ch'én Kuo-jui, formerly General of Divi- 
sion, but reduced to the rank of Major, 
fought his way through several p:ovinces 
with Sény-k‘o-lin-sin, thereby gaining dis- 
tinction, He was subsequently sent into 
banishinent in connection with a certain 
case, and he succumbed to his wounds, 
which last year broke out afresh, As an 
act of special grace We command that his 
rank of General of Division be restored to 
him, and that a record of the actions in 
which he was engayed be compiled by the 
State Historiographer’s Otfice. (For the 
announcement of the death of this officer 
see Gazette of 12th May.) 

(2) A Decree. The Supervising Censor 
Tény Chiény-hsiu yesterday applied for the 
bestowal of posthumous marks of compas- 
sion upon the exiled officer Ch‘én Kuo-jui, 
now deceased. ‘The matter was one of no 
such pressing importance that it could not 
wait, and his presentation of the Memorial 
during « period in which gala dress was 
worn shows a grave want of recognition of 
conventionalities. Let ‘éng Ch‘éng-hsiu 
be handed over to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. 

(3) Pien Pav-ti, Governor of Hunan, 
solicits the bestowal of some extraordinary 
mark of distinction upon an elderly lady 
who has the felicity of seeing round her 
four generations of her grandchildren. 
This lady, who is now seventy-eight years 
of aye, was married at the age of fourteen 
‘toa scholar in the Hsiang-hsiang District 
of Hunan, named Lin. She is the mother 
of Liu Sung-shan, formerly commander- 
in-chief of Kuangtung, and the grand- 
mother of Lin Chin-tSsng, Commis- 
sioner of the Oftice of ‘Transmission. She 
isa lady noted as well for her loyalty as 
for her charity and general uprightness 
of conduct. In the early years of the 
reign Hsien Fényg, when the long-haired 


rebels brvke out into rebellion, she seut her | come 


Google 





two sons into the field, the eldest of whom 
was killed, and the second, Sung-shan, 
greatly distinguished himself, and after- 
wards fell in an engagement with the 
Mahommedan rebels, when her grandson 
touk his place, and by the pacification of 
the western frontier made the dictates of 
fillal piety, which would have led him to 
go into mourning for his parent, subser- 
vient to his loyalty, in which he obeyed 
the teschings of this aged dame. She is 
full of human kindness and charitable 
intentions, being yood to the poor and 
the orphan, and forwarding the cause of 
education by the endowment of a free 
schoul. She wasa contributor of ls. 3,000 
to the Shansi Famine Relief Fund, for which 
she received the distinction of an Imperial 
Tablet. She holds the rank of a lady of the 
first grade, aud it will be for His Majesty 
to decide in what special mauner he will 
now do her honour, A genealogical table 
of her family is forwarded to the Board for 
inspection. —For Decree see Gazette of 22ud 
July. 

August 5th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Governor-General of Cuihli to select one of 
the prefects uf the province to fill the post 
of prefect of Pao-ting Fu, a position of 
special importance. ‘The post vacated by 
ofticer so selected is to be filled by one 
Chu Ching-hsiiu. 

(2) A Memorial from Yu Po-ch‘uaan, 
Special High Commissioner for Yellow 
River Works, and the Governor of Shan- 
tung acknowledging with gratitude the 
grant of 59,000 piculs of tribu e grain to 
be appropriated from the supply how on its 
way north by the Grand Canal. An officer 
was xt once sent after the fleet, which had 
crossed the Yellow River, and was, when 
last heard of, at Liu-ch‘ing Chou, where 
it was stopped for want of water from 
getting into the river Wei. He reported 
them still there, and, as instructed, 
turned back a certain number to a 
place called Lo k‘ou Chén on the Yellow 
River, about 12 li from Chi-nan Fu, which 
was the most convenient point for unload- 
ing the grain for distribution. As has 
already been reported, officers have been 
sent to ascertain the uumber of people in 
distress, with a view to affurding them extra 
relief, for which purpose asum of Tis 30,000 
has been appropriated, and the announce- 
ment to the people of this further act of 
bounty on His Majesty’s part has been re- 
ceived with one unanimous expression of 
gratitude, some being even moved to tears. 
The districts which have suffered most 
are Li-ch‘éug and Ch‘i-tung, after which 
Chii-ho, Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, and Li- 
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chin, The floods go off by the T‘u-hai 
river, which coutinues to overflow with- 
out cessation, and although there has been 
a certain subsidence lately, at this season 
the fall and rise of the river is very great 
aud earth cannot well be got to repair the 
breaches. he bed of this river is not wide, 
and there are obstructions in the shape of 
sandbauks lower down, so that in the case 
of an abuormally high river, the water has 
no outlet, with the result that the villages 
along the banks in the Hui-min District and 
Pin-chou are submerged, other districts 
have sutfered, but none sv severely as 
these, in that part at least. ‘l'o these two 
a grant of Tis. 2,000 has been made, and 
to Chang-ch‘in, uext on the scale, Tis. 
1,000. Orders have been given for the 
speedy repairs of the breaches, and on 
arrival of the tribute grain it is to be dis- 
tributed according to lists which will be 
made out. ‘lhe Memorialists feel it their 
duty to point out, however, that this one 
distribution will not be sutticient to tide 
the people over the autuinn and winter, 
and although the commencement of the 
River Works that are in contemplation will 
affurd sustenance for some in return for 
their labour, relief will not the less be 
required to save the aged and the young 
from starvation. In order to spare the 
Imperial funds, it is now proposed to 
organise contributions with the incentive 
of buttons of honorary rank and other 
complimentary distinctions iu the scale 
laid down in the Chilli regulations, (See 
Guzette of July 26th). 

August 6th.—With exception of a short 
Memorial from the Governor General of 
Chihli giving some details regarding the 
career of a minor official that have been 
called for by the Board of Civil Office, the 
whole of this day’s Gaz-tte is occupied by 
areport from the chiefs of the Board of 
Civil Office and other Yaméns submitting 
the penalties to which they consider the 
Presidents aud Vice Presidents of the Board 
of Revenue. past and present, and the High 
authorities of Yiiunan are liable for their 
lack of supervision in the Yiinnan bribery 
case. The report cousists of a reproduction 
of the Decrees that have been issued on 
the subject, a repetition of the charges 
against each ofticer, and quotations from 
the law, which having been cited, is again 
repeated in applying its provisions to each 
individual named. For Decree see Guzette 
of July 25th. 

August 7th.—(1) A Decree directing that 
the prefects of Li-chiang Fu and Chao- 
tung Fu, in the province of Yiinuan, be 


removed from their posts and called to the | 
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provincial capital to await further employ- 
meut, These orders are issued at the 
instance of the Governor General, who 
represents the one offiver tu be wanting in 
stability of character, and the other to be 
lacking in the administrative ability that au 
important frontier post demands, 

(2) Tso Tsung-t‘ang occupies fourteen 
pages of the Gazette with the history of the 
antecedents of two military ufficers whose 
proposed promotion out of their proper 
turn has elicited a query from the Buard 
concerned, 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Ching 
Au, Military Assistant Governor at K‘obdo, 
praying for His Majerty’s sanction to an 
expenditure of Tls, 54 as a compassionate 
grant to the son of a brevet De, uty Lieu- 
tenant General who has recently died at 
K‘obdo after serving the Government well 
and faithfully for upwards of ten years. 
This grant, which is equivalent to two 
months’ allowances, is intended as a help 
towards the funeral expenses, aud the cost 
of conveying the remains to Peking. Re- 
script: It is noted. 

(4) The same officer reports that the 
usual patrol of the lead-mining districts 
near K‘obdo has just been held. Ina 
place called Shélanhala, to the southward 
of the Chahach‘in tribe of nomad Mongols 
under the jurisdiction of K‘ubdo, there 
are mines of lead ore which have long ex- 
isted, but were closed by Decree in the 
reiyn Chia-ch‘ing on the representation of 
the authorities that it was not expedient to 
work them. In the 8th year of Hsien 
Féng, the Governor of Urumtsi requested 
permission to try the experiment of throw- 
ing open the mines to people of capital 
who would work them, but on the repre- 
sentation of the Guvernor of K‘uobdo 
that this arraugemeut would probably 
lead to surreptitious mining by un- 
authorised and lawless persons, whose 
movements in such a large area could 
not well be watched, and trouble might 
consequently ensue, the prohibition was 
continued, and it was arranged that au 
annual patrol of this region by officers from 
the towns of K‘obdo and Pa-li-k'un, should 
be held after the breaking up of the frost. 
The time having arrived fur the despatch 
of this patrol, the Memorialist wrote to 
Urumtsi and Pa-li-k‘un each to send 
otticers to the region in question to hold 
@ joint inspection of the lead imines. 
A reply came from the high  authori- 
ties at Pa-li-k‘un to the effect that 
there was no money in the treasury to 
furnish funds for such an expedition, while 
there was plenty of other work for the 
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soldiers to do, who were very badly off as it 
was. The Memorialist accordingly sent his 
officer alone with orders tucombine with the 
ofticers at the frontier stations in searching 
the country to see whether there were lead 
miners anywhere concealed. He now -re- 
ports that he found no one working the 
lead mines in question, nor did he see any 
indications that they were frequented at 
all.—Rescript: It is noted. 

(5) The same ofticer requests permission 
to condemn some three hundred piculs or 
so of grain that has been lying for some 
score of years in the K‘obdo granaries, and 
is totally unfit for food, being mouldy, and 
impregnated with dirt from drippings from 
the rovf, and the droppinys of rats and 
birds. The K‘obdo granaries are adube 
buildings and the floors are damp, 80 there 
is always a certain amount of mildewed 
or musty grain at the bottom of the 
bins each year. ‘This is changed into 
other bins, but there is now an accumulation 
of rotten rice, the product of scores of 
years of mildewed yatherings, amounting 
to some three hundred odd piculs which 
are absolutely unfit for food. The Meimo- 
rialist proposes to have it all destroyed, 
and taken off the revister, if His Majesty 
will be pleased to sanction this course.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

August 8th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
Chang Shu-shéng to call upon Li Ping- 
héng newly appointed Taotai of the Kao- 
chou and Lien-chou circuit in Kuangsi, to 
take up his post with all despatch. 

(2) A Decree directing that Hung Yu- 
kuei, formerly Salt Commissioner of 
the Area of the Two Huai, who was 
dismissed from oftice, shall be sent to 
Canton and placed under the orders of 
Chang Shu-shéng (at whose application the 
Decree is issued), and the Governor of 
Kuang-tung. 


(3) A Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Shu-shéng, in his capacity as acting Gov- 
ernor-General of Chihli, reporting that he 
is in receipt of an application from the 
Mayistrate of the Pao-ti District near 
Tientsin, for a grant of horses aud men 
to form a courier service. ‘This efticer 
represents that his oftice is only allowed 
eight horses for the conveyance of the 
ofticial correspondence of the district. This 
number used to be made to do, but within 
the last ten or twelve years, sitce the 
transfer of the Viceroy from Pao-ting Fu 
to 'Tientsin, the correspondence that passes 
through this district, which now lies on the 
direct road from the Governor-General’s 
head-quarters to Shan-hat Kuan and the 
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Manchurian provinces has increased more 
than tenfuld. This correspondence, much 
of which is of an urgent uature aud has tu 
be forwarded «at express speed, has also 
increased considerably, in consequence of 
the activity that has been shown in 
maritime defence, while the arsenal and 
other military establishments at Tientsin 
are constantly in correspondence with the 
military officers at Shan-hai Kuan, Féug- 
t‘ien Fu, and elsewhere. All these letters 
aud-despatches now come through Pao-ti 
Hsien, which labours under the further 
disadvantage of lying so low, that in the 
summer aud autumn the main roads are 
often impassable, and detours of 30 or 
40 li have to be made, nearly doubling 
the distance the couriers have tuo ride, 
This application was supported by a let- 
ter from the Governor of Shun-tien Fu, 
who now joins the Memorialist in request- 
ing His Majesty’s sauction to the issue 
from the Provincial ‘Treasury of the usual 
amount of purchase money, with forage 
allowance and wages, for thirty horses and 
fifteen riders. ‘They point out that unless 
this grant is made, the magistrate will 
either have maintain a courier service 
out of his own pocket, or have recourse to 
a system of corvée, in which case the people 
wiil suffer. Rescript : Let the Board con- 
cerned take note. 

August 9th.—A Decree announcing the 
appointment of Chényg Tsao-ju, Minister 
to the United States, to the post of Reader 
of the Grand Secretariat. Two other 
minor appointments are announced, and 
the remainder of the Gazette is occupied 
with reports of a formal nature. 

August 10:h.—A Decree. The low-lying 
lands in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture and the 
province of Chihli have always suffered 
from floods, and the recent excessive rains, 
combined with a rush of water from the 
mountains, has rendered the drainage of 
these lands a matter of still greater difti- 
culty, reducing the agricultural population 
to a condition of extreme distress. ‘The 
Court is mercifully considerate of the ne- 
cessity for instituting prompt measures of 
relief, and hereby commands that the 
60,600 piculs of tribute rice bronght up 
by Grand Canal, that remain from the 
grant assigned to Shantung, which have 
already reached ‘Tientsin, be detained by 
Li Hung-chany. He will instruct the 
various territorial officers within his juris- 
diction to ascertain the extent of the floods 
in the districts respectively under their 
control, and he will allot this grain in pro- 
portion to the distress that actually exists. 
The-usual fuods allowed for the transport 
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of the grain to Peking will be applied to 
the expenses of distribution. 

(2) With the exception of a Decree or- 
dering the dismissal, removal, or transfer 
of certain minor officials who have been 
denounced hy the Government of Shansi 
for various shortcomings, the whole of the 
remainder of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with a report from the Governor of Kuany- 
si of the final result of an enquiry into the 
circumstances of a riot that tuok place in 
the Lin-kuei District so far back as two 
years ago. The delay in this case was due, 
among other causes, to the implication, 
fal-ely as has now been discovered, of 
certain local gentry, who were accused of 
promoting the riot, and absconded when 
called upou to appear before the court, 
The case, which is most involved, and not 
particularly interesting, is, briefly, as 
follows ; Efforts having been made to re- 





some of them afterwards did appear. 


could find, and carried off money to the 
value, in silver and cash, of some ‘I'ls. 230 
—Tis. 300, with clothes ete. The tuwvo 
meu in durance took advantage of the 
confusion to walk out aud go home. In 
due course some of the rioters were arrested, 
and foolishly implicated certain notables, 
at whose instigation they said they had 
acted. This, as has been mentioned above, 
was eventually proved to be false, though 
suspicion was aroused by these nutables 
refusing tu auswer a summons in the first 
instance, and finally absconding, era 
The 
Memorial, as usual, includes with a list of 
the penalties inflicted, the most severe of 
which is banishment for three years with 
the preliminary flogging. 


August ILth.—(1) A Decree. Té-fu, 


| Captain General of the Guard’s Division, 


assess the tax-beariny lands in Kuangsi, or | 


in portions of this province, the registers 
of which, from rebellion and other causes, 
did not correspond with the amounts 
actually collected, and the result having 
been successful in certain places, an at- 
tempt was made in the same direction iu 
the Lin-kuei District. The magistrate was 
obliged to proceed very cautiously, in con- 
sequence of the population, who reseuted 
scrutiny, and endeavoured to conceal the 
amount of their taxable landed property. 
Having succeeded fairly well in the more 
peacable portions of his jurisdiction, he 
caused au agency to be established at a 
place called Liang Chiang Hsii, in charge 
of which agency he placed a probationary 
District Mayistrate, with orders to proceed 
cautiously and experimentally. Uuder this 
Magistrate were two subordinates, and in 
the absence of the Magistrate, who had 
been taken ill when visiting a neigh- 
bouring place on business, these subordin- 
ates took upen themselves to lock up in 
their office two laud-owners, who had ad- 
mitted the amount of arrears in which they 
were indebted to the government, insisting 
that these arrears should be paid up then 
and there. Au indignation meting of the 
villagers was called, and two days after- 
wards, it being market day, some ten or 
more persons went to the office and begged 
for the release of the two men. Lt was re- 
fused with sume asperity, and the appli- 
cants, who had so far been outside the gate, 
followed the two deputies, who had addres- 
sed them at this yate, inside. A crowd svon 
invaded the place, and the deputies, losing 
their heads, ran away, their example being 
fullowed by the clerks. The crowd then 
proceeded tu lay their hands uu what they 
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reports the capture of individuals who have 
set up an oplum den, and requests that 
they may be handed over to the Buard of 
Punishments to be dealt with. It is most 


necessary that the eunuch Yéu Lien-ch ‘éng 


aud the others, who have had the audacity 
to open an opium den within the precincts 
of the Forbidden City, should be punish- 
ed with the utmust rigour, Let the eunuch 
Yén Lien-ch‘ény and the Chinese So-rh be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments, 
who will subject them to a rigorous exam- 
ination aud deal with them as the law 
requires. ‘lhe metropolitan police execu- 
tive will effect the arrest without fail of 
the eunuch Siang Chin-shéng, and the 
Chinese Li ‘rh, and send them for trial. 


(2) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manuufactories at Hangchow submits a re- 
turn of the work done, and money expended 
by him during the period between the 4th 
moon of the 8th year, and the dth moon of 
the present year. ‘The following is a list 
of the articles, with the cust of their pur- 
chase and manufacture :— 





Satin and Silk for Imperial House- ‘T'ls. 

hold 900 pieces ............ oases wee §=—2.4, 285 
Yellow Lustring, 200 sheets ...... 4,814 
Silk crape of two kinds 460 articles 7,696 
Brocaded yauze robes for His 

Majesty’s use (18).......cccceseeeee 5,764 
Spotted red paper 2U0 sheets gold 

and red spattered paper 200 

sheets ; square handkerchiefs 

with dragons and ‘ happiness ” 

de CNA 200 cS sicececessesdiceseseteds ; 3,568 
Arrears of Kansu ‘salary satin” 

228 pieces ve = BOL 
Silk of various colours6,000catties 74,145 
Uniforms for Jmperialchair-bearers 4.926 
Sacrificial silk 0,000 pieces ......... 22,502 
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Red silk chair-bearers’ uniforms 3.571 
500 Green silk linings 50......... ae 
Silk known as AS TE 10 pieces .. 884 

Total (including fractions of 
a tael) Sisee sess 157,962 

The Memorialist has received from 
various sources the sum of ..... . 166,137 
Leaving a credit balance of... 8,175 





Auvust 12:h.—(1) A Decree directing the 
Board of Revenue to consider a proposal 
made by a Reader of the Han-lin Yuan 
that certificates granting the minor degrees 
of kung shény and chien shéng shall be yiven 
to contributors of money or grain to a 
cortain amount in aid of the present distress 
in Shantung, 

(2) A Decree instructing Hsii Yung-i to 
inspect and report upon some supplement- 
ary repairs that are required to the Mauso- 
leum of the Emperor Yung Chéng. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Lientenant Governor 
of Jeh Ho announcing the results of the 
heavy and continous rains during the latter 
half of the month of July. The descent of 
the ‘mountain water” has carried away 
a large number of houses at Ying-shui Pa 
and other places, and the people have no- 
where to take shelter. ‘The Decree, after 
deploring so distressing a state of things, 
directs the Lientenant Goveror to consinder 
with Li Hung-chang in what manner funds 
cau be raised to meet the distress. Steps 
must also be taken to drain off the water 
that has accumulated. 

(4) A Decree. The monetary system 
has a bearing upon the popular needs, and 
the unauthorised fabrication or destruction 
of cash is a serious infringement of the law 
that prohibits such practices. ‘There is at 
present, in the vicinity of the capital, a 
large number of lawless individuals engaged 
in the melting of Government cash, which 
they recast, and profit by the process. Such 
Offences require prompt and severe treat- 
ment. The metropolitan executive is 
hereby called upon to make rigorous search 
for offenders in this particular, and to 
punish them as the law demands. This, 
that due importance may be attached to 
the monetary system. 

(5) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Censor Wen Elai, 
who calls for the promotion of a higher 
standard of morality as a necessary pre- 
liminary to a higher standard of official 
capacity. The Decree calls upon all heads 
uf departments, provincial ur metropolitan, 
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| to abolish favoritism, and only to recom- 
| mend those of their subordinates for pro- 
motion or employment or to be sent on 
special duty, whom they conscientiously con- 
sider best suited for such employment, on 
deserving of such promotion. The offering 
or receipt of presents on birthdays or fes- 
tivals between subordinate ofticers and their 
chiefs, which is distinctly forbidden by law, 
is once more prohibited under any shape 
or form, and the law laid down in the reigna 
of Chia-ch‘ing and Ch‘ien-lung that heads 
of departments in Peking were not allowed 
to bend the knee on meeting their chiefs 
is enunciated afresh with sty ct injunctions 
that it be literally obeyed. 

| (5) The Lieutenant Governor of Urumtsi 
| requests His Majesty’s sanction of the re- 
moval of the small Manchu force at pre- 
sent stationed at Pa-li-k‘un, to Urumtai, to 
be amalgamated with the Manchus of that 
place. After the rebellion, search was 
made throughout the eight cities of the 
New Dominion for the remnant of the 
Bannermen who had fled from Urumtsi at 
the time of the rebel occupation. ‘These 
were there fed, lodged, and drilled, with a 
view to making them etlicient. The.number 
thus reclaimed was not however large, and, 
as has been earlier reported, it was decided 
to transfer all the Bannermen from Guchén, 
Pa-li-k‘un, and Turfan to Urumtsi, in 
order to have in this latter place a suffi- 
cient force to garrison it. Pa-li-k‘un is a 
notoriously barren and inhospitable spot, 
and the Manchu force suffered badly there 
after the breaking out of the rebellion, 
more having lost their lives than there is 
any record of. A succession of years of 
drought has added to the drawbacks of the 
place, and owing to the failure of the 
provinces to remit their grants in aid, it is 
little that Memorialist has been able to do 
to relieve the state of distress to which the 
remuaut of the Bannermen that remain 
there have been reduced. The price of 
corn is high, and little is stored, so it 
is hard to get; while to add to the dis- 
tress, tho cattle plague broke out this 
year, and if there be any delay {n the 
getting in of the seed consequent upon 
a want of plough oxen, it will be hope- 
less for the autumn harvest. The Memo- 
rialist goes on to describe the condition 
of the town itself, half of the walls of which 
have fallen down, and the Yaméns aud 
barracks surround. the city like a hedve, 
the interior being almost a waste of desorted 
streets. House accommodation, too, is so 
limited that four or five families are obliged 
to cougregate under one roof, By the 
removal of these Baunermen to Uruutsi, 
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where the agricultural conditions of the 
country are so much more favourable, it 
will not be a matter of difficulty to find 
rations for them, while the allotments of 
land they vacate at Pa-li-k‘un can be 
assigned to the regular troops there, whose 
condition will thus be materially improved ; 
their absence, too, will relieve the over- 
crowding, and render the work of reorgani- 
sation easier. The Memorialist concludes 
with a request that a draft of Bannermen 
may be sent, with their families, from 
Kuei-hua Ch‘éng to Guchén, to supplement 
the Tartar Garrison at the latter place, 
which is an important position, and insufti- 
ciently garrisoned.—Referred to the Board 
concerned, 

August 13th.—(1) A Decree expressing 
the Imperial reyrets at the death of Fu 
Chéng-pang, formerly Commander-in-Chief 
of Hupei, who commenced his career as an 
Imperial Guardsman, and achieved the 
distinctions that were finally conferred on 
him by bravery in repeated actions in 
the field. He retired from his post last 
year in consequence of failing health in- 
duced by the wounds he had received, and 
the intelligence that he has now passed 
away has filled His Majesty with profound 
commiseration. The posthumous honours 
allotted by law to commanders-in-chief are 
to be conferred upon him, the official 
penalties recorded against his name are 
to be cancelled, and the compassionate 
observances to which he is entitled are to 
be looked up by the Board and reported to 

~ the Throne. 

(2) A Decree directing the Board to be- 
stow upon one Chin, a sergeant who was 
drowned while trying to stay the floods at 
Ch‘i-tuny Hsien in Shantung, the highest 
possible honours that may be received by one 
of his grade for death on the battle field. 

(3) A Memorial from Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, 
supervising Censor, praying that the late 


Chén Kuo jui, who died while under sen- | 


tence of banishment, may have his rank 
and titles restored to him, and that per- 
mission may be accorded for the erection 
of a Memorial Temple in his honour, ‘The 
Memorial, which has been noticed in an 
earlier Decree, gives a list of varions actions 
out of many in which the deceased officer 
was specially conspicuous for his gallantry, 
of which, moreover, many provinces have 
reaped the benefit during different years 
of rebellions. His temper was imperious 


and overbearing, and his detestation of | 


litivation led him into the troubles that 
caused his banishment some years ago. 
As a proof of his popularity the Memo- 
rialist mentions that Chén Kuo-jui’s pro- 
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gress through Shantung on his way to 
his place of banishment was one succes- 
sion of ovations, the aged people bring- 
ing him presents of cattle and wine, 
while crowds of people anxious to get a 
glimpse of so renowned a warrior thronged 
the line of route. <A petition, signed by 
over sixty influential people, praying for 
his release, was further presented at the 
Court of Censors, but on reference by that 
Court to His Majesty the prayer was re- 
fused.—For Decrees granting the applica- 
tion and censuring the inopportuneness of 
its submission, see Gazette of 4th August. 
August 14th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor-General of Szechuen applying for 
permission, on behalf of certain gentry, to 
erect a Memorial temple to the late Mo 
Tsu-shén, Acting Commander-in-Chief of 
the province, whose fearlessness, probity, 
and habits of self control gained him un- 
iversal respect during the six years he held 
oftice in Szechuen.—Granted by Rescript. 
(2) Postscript Memorial by the same 
ofticer. Mo Tsu-shén, the Acting Com- 
mander-in-chief referred to in the fore- 
going Memorial, commenced his military 
career at a very early age. After active 
service in many provinces, in the course of 
which he received wounds in every part of 
his body, he was childless when he came to 
Szechuen six years ago at the age of fifty. 
At the recommendation of certain of his 
relatives in Szechuen, he accordingly ad- 
opted the child of one of the.seniors of his 
family, as his son. His younger brother, 
subsequent to this, had a son born to him, 
who is thus the legal heir to his uncle’s 
titles, and will bear his name. Both these 
sons were adopted in Szechuen, and as 
Mo Tsu-shén was unable to inform all his 
numerous relatives of the fact, his family 
have petitioned the Memorialist to report 
the circumstance of the adoption of these 
two children to His Majesty, that it may 
be placed on record, and future disputes 
as to the ri htful heirs to the late ofticer’s 
titles and property may be avoided. The 
Memonialist would therefore humbly pray 
His Majesty to call upou the Governor of 
Hunan, in which province the native place 
of the deceased is situated, to direct the 
authorities of that place to put the facts as 
above reported on record, with a view to 
forestalling possible litization.—Rescript : 
Let the Governor-General write to the Guv- 
ernor of Hunan to order the authorities at 
the native place of the officer in question 
to make a record accordingly. 
(3) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Kalyan reports his return to Peking at the 
expiration of his term of office. During 
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the twelve months ended on the 1st of the 
2ud moon of the present year, he aud his 
predecessor collected altogether ‘T's. 35,920, 
aud Cash, 3,151 strings, equivalent to ‘T'ls. 
2101; total, Ts. 38,021. The Kalgan 
Customs is assessed altogether at ‘lly. 
60,561, so that there is a deficit of Tls. 
22,539 (with fractions); for ‘lls. 5,725 
of which, however, the Memorialist’s pre- 
decessor is respousible. The usual ex- 
planation is given of the cause of this de- 
ticit, which is attributed, in great part, to 
the loss of duty on the teas which are now 
carried by Russian merchants, and pass 
Kalyan free of duty, to the great detriment 
of the native trade. ‘lhe import of cattle 
and live stock has, moreover, been very 
seriously attected by the famine in Mongo 
lia, to the grievous detriment of the re- 
venue. The Memorialist has already ex- 
pended in various claims the whole of the 
revente he has collected, and has been ob- 
liged to draw upon the sum he had in hand 
tur his successor; aud while asking per- 
mission to be allowed a certain time within 
which to pay this money back, he would 
humbly solicit His Majesty’s clemency in 
the matter of his deticit on the surplus 
assessment, 

August 15th.—(1) A Decree granting a 
petition from the gentry of Shantung to 
the Court of Censors asking for permission 
to erect a Memorial temple to the late 
Chéu Kuo-jui, in that province, where the 
people owe him a debt of gratitude for the 
service he did during the rebellion. 

(2) A Decree consenting, on the farther 
application of the High Authorities of 
Fuhkien, to the appointment of Ch‘éng 
Chii-o to the post of prefect of ‘T‘ai-wan Fu, 
in Formosa. The Board had previously 
objected to the appointinent on the ground 
that it was irregular. 

(3) Wén Yii and Sung Shén are appointed 
Comptrollers of the Imperial Household. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiaug declaring his inability to furnish 
the contributions to other provinces that 
are required from Chékiany in consequence 
of the serious diminution of the likin 
receipts on silk, ‘The condition of the silk 
industry last year, and the diminution of 
revenue therefrom has been already re- 
ported by the Memorialist, who was com- 
pelled to remit a large portion of the 
land tax, and forego his contributions 
in aid of other provinces. The revenue 
of the province from regular sources, har, 
reports the Financial Commissioner, been 
seriously curtailed again this year, owing 
to the inability of the people to resume 
payment of taxes on land, and the likin on 
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silk was looked to to supplement the defi- 
ciency thus caused. This likin constitutes 
at least half of the total likin revenue of 
the province, and, as the out-turn of silk 
depends upon the condition of the silk- 
worm crop, which, in turn, is regulated 
by the state of the mulberry trees, un- 
favourable weather, such as has been this 
year reported from the silkworm districts, 
is a serious drawback. After the worms 
had been hatched, the weather turned wet, 
windy and thundery, atmospheric condi- 
tions that are particularly unfavourable to 
the development of the grubs, which in 
consequence died in great numbers, while 
those that survived spun a very poor 
cocoon, The result is that the silk crop 
this year does not exceed thirty per cent. 
of the average. The fourth and fifth 
moous usually show the largest Leki 
receipts on silk, but this year even in the 
sixth moon there was little activity, and it 
appears there is only a small quantity of 
silk in store yet to come forward. With 
an ordinary land-tax income and a flourish- 
ing silk crop, it is all the province can do 
to meet its engagements, and under the 
state of things abuve described, it becomes 
a matter of absolute impossibility to do su; 
the more, that activity in general trade is 
also dependent upon the silk harvest, so 
that in every branch of revenue there 
is a falling off. The question of cvast 
defence is one of pressing importance 
just now, requiring an expenditure for 
which the Memorialist does not know 
where to turn. After earnest considera- 
tion, he is compelled to appeal to His 
Majesty for permission to forego all extra 
provincial expenditure other than the 
usual subsidy to Peking, and to confine 
his extraordinary expenditure to the work 
of coast defence, Rescript: Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. 

August 16th.—(1) A Decree expressing 
His Majesty’s profound regrets at the 
intelligence of the death of Yii Liang, 
Acting Military Governor of Kirin, who 
commenced his career as a subaltern of the 
Imperial Guard, and after a brilliant career 
of active service in various provinces, 
attained the rauk of Deputy Lieutenant 
General. 

(2) A Decree. Some time since We gave 
stringent and repeated orders to the High 
Authorities of Chékiang to annihilate a 
a seditious gang at ‘I'‘ai-chou, headed by 
one Chin-man. Ho Ching, the Governor 
General, and Liu Ping-chang, Governor of 
Chékiany, now report that the outlaw in 
question has repented him of his misdeeds 
aud reformed his ways, volunteering to 
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establish a record of meritorious service 
in expiation of his crime. A deputa- 
tion of the gentry and people of T‘ai- 
chou have petitioned P‘éug Yii-lin to 
this effect, begging him to approach Liu 
Ping-chang with a suggestion that the 
matter be laid before the Throne, and that 
permission be craved for the acceptance of 
the man’s services as a military volunteer. 
Chin-man is an old offender, whose mani- 
fold lawless acts have extended over a series 
of years, and show a record of crime that 
that death alone cannot expiate. The full 
statutory penalties ought therefore by rights 
to be inflicted upon him, that the laws of 
the Empire may be duly vindicated. In- 
asmuch, however, as the Court removes the 
morally crippled and does away with the 
depraved solely with the object of maintain- 
ing peace in the land, and securing tran- 
quillity for honest aud law-abiding subjects; 
and as it has now been represented to Us 
that Chin-man has honestly repented him of 
his mis-deeds, coming with his gang to the 
Imperial camp and effecting the capture of 
an important criminal, whom he sur- 
rendered to the authorities in tuken of the 
sincerity of his fears of the terrors of the 
law and his desire to expiate his crime ; 
as, moreover, the geutry and people of the 
prefecture have earnestly interceded for 
him, it may be possible to loosen the 
meshes in which he is now entrapped, and 
to display the mercy which lies beyond the 
law. As an act of extreme clemency, 
we command that Chin-man shall be 
spared the penalty of death, and that he 
shall be allowed to serve as a military 
volunteer, 
dred others with him will also be retained 
for service with the regiment, and called 
upon to work out their crime by military 
service. The Governor-General and Goy- 
ernor will at all times keep them under 
atrict control, and any repetition of lawless 
acts on their part must be met with the 
severest form of punishment, while P‘éng 
Yii-lin, Ho Chingy, Liu Piog-chang, and 
the gentry aforesaid will be held respousi- 
ble for their youd behaviour. 

August 17th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report from the 
Governor and Governor Adjoint of Peking 
to the effect that the recent heavy rains 
have caused floods at ‘Tung-chou and other 
places within the jurisdiction of the Metro- 
politan prefecture, to the serious distress 
of the farming population, some of whom 
have lost their lives. In expressing the 
Imperial sympathy for the distress of the 
sufferers, the Decree orders the above 
othicers at ol:ce to raise funds in consulta- 
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tion with Li Hung-chang, and to send 
trustworthy agents to distribute the mouey 
amongst the sufferers in proportion to the 
amount of their respective losses. 

(2) A Memorial from Chang Méng-yuan, 
Director of the Foochow Arsenal, reporting 
certain items of expenditure as required by 
regulation, He finds in rule No. 14 of the 
Reyulations for the management of arsenals, 
submitted to the Throne by the Board of 
Revenue in 1882, and approved by His 
Majesty, that ‘whereas the expenditure 
of the various arsenals, and the ship-build- 
ing works at Foochow, in the purchase of 
steamer-machinery, foreign guns, rifles, 
electric cables and the like, vary in kind 
and nomenclature from day to day and 
mouth to month, and cost more and more, 
this expenditure cannot be controlled hy 
any steadfast rule; the Board, moreover, 
have no means of checkingit, His Majesty is 
therefure requested to instruct the Minis- 
ters Superintendent of ‘Trade, and the high 
authorities of provinces in which arsenals 
are established, with the superintendents 
of such arsenals, to report beforehand to 
Ilis Majesty any extraordiuary outlay that 
is contemplated, that a record thereof may 
be kept and the accounts when sent in 
In conformity with 
this rule, the Memorialist begs to report 
that it will be necessary to expend about 
Ts. 21,500 in the erection of additional 
machinery for the construction of the larger 
vessels that are now being built, and about 
Tis. 4,700 in the erection of larger furnaces 
for making boilers. About Ts. 13,500 will 
be wanted for repairing docks and work- 
shops, and ‘I'ls. 1,000 for repairs to cruisers, 
and the erection of larger building sheds 
for the increased size of vessel which has 
now to be constructed, viz: 2,400 horse 
power, as against from 80 to 750 horse 
power. Rvescript; Let the Board con- 
cerned take note. 

August 18th.—(1) A Decree, The Board 
of Punishments report that in obedience to 
command they have determined the penalty 
that should be inflicted on the eunuch 
Wang Lai-ho. Let Wang Lai-ho be spared 
the pains of death, and banished to the 
Amoor, where he will be kept in perpetual 
imprisonment, and not allowed to benetit 
by a general amnesty. This is a special 
act of clemency over and above the law, 
and any further act of theft on the part of 
aeunuch will be punished with the full 
rigour of the law. Let no one therefore 
count ona lucky escape by means of the 
standard of clemency hereby set up. 

(2) Li Hung-chany reports that he took 
over the seats of office from Chang Shu- 
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shéng on the 3rd of September. In report- 
ing his assumption of office, the Memoria- 
list explains that in view of His Majesty’s 
last decree on the subject, he feels he can- 
not venture to trouble His Majesty with 
further protestations, and he will therefore, 
in conformity with the precedents afforded 
by the High Officers quoted in the decree, 
endeavour to administer the Government 
of the province in such wise as to main- 
tain a proper watch over the executive, the 
efficiency of the army, the tranquillity 
of the people, and the enrichment of the 
revenue, He feels it his duty at the same 
time to add that it is his intention to wear the 
mourning garb for the twenty-seven months, 
and to refrain during that time from parti- 
cipation in festivities or rejoicings of any 
kind whatsoever ; nor will he venture to 
accept during this period any distinction 
that may be conferred upon him, in the 
hope that he may thus ina slight degree 
atone for his offence against the laws of 
filial piety. —Rescript : It is noted. 

Aug. 19th. —Nodocuments of importance, 

August 20th.—(1) A Decree : Shéng Yii- 
Expositor of the Han-lin Yuan, represents 
that P‘éng Yii-lin, President of the Board 
of War, who has received Our commands 
several months since, is delaying the as, 
sumption of his duties. He asserts that 
the President in question, in resisting Our 
commands and talking in the grandiloquent 
way that he affects, does not afford a stimu- 
lating influence upon the diflidence that 
should characterise the tone of the public 
service, but, rather, will lead to a gradual 
assumption of arrogance and inertia on the 
part of those who have already disting- 
vished themselves ; he prays that the said 
President may be ordered to come to the 
Capital with all despatch. When, some 
time since, Pténg Yii-lin prayed Us to 
recall orders already given, We siguitied 
Our wish that the said President should 
come to the capital as soon as a slight im- 
provement in his bodily condition enabled 
him to do so. Many days have now gone 
by without the receipt of an announcement 
from him that he is on his way northwards, 
and ashe must have quite recovered by 
this time, We command him, in obedience to 
Our earlier Decree, to come at once to 
Peking. Let there be no farther delays. 

(2) Ching Lien, is appointed Sub-chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat, with the 
brevet of Vice-President of the Buard of 
Ceremonies.* 





(* Note—This appointment ia a degradation from the 
Post of President of the Board of Kevenue, in conse- 
quence of the holder's connection with the Yiinnan 
Bribery case, q. ¥.] 
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(3) En Tsé is appointed Deputy Lieu- 
tevant-Governor of Kirin. 

(4) The only Memorials in this day’s 
Gazette are a report of an assault on the 
employés of a pawn-shop by soldiers at 
Chfang-ping Chou, in Chihli; estimates of 
repairs in connection with the Mausolea, 
and an announcement by the Acting Judge 
of Shensi of his assumption, provisionally, 
of the seals of office. 

August 21st.—(1) A Memorial from Té 
Fu, Guard of the Autechamber, and Com- 
missioner of the Equipage Department, 
reporting his discovery of an opium divan 
within the precincts of the Forbidden City, 
and the arrest of the individuals who con- 
ducted the establishment. He explains 
that there has always been a chief aud 
subordinate eunuch in charge of the Store- 
house of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment situated to the southward of the 
Tung Hua Gate, and it was here that the 
eunuch Hsii Chih-hsiang was, last spring, 
discovered to have opened an opium divan 
in which thieves were harboured, who made 
repeated robberies of government pro- 
perty. The arrest of these men called 
forth a Decree from Her Majesty the 
Empress on the guarding of the Palace 
Precinets (see Gazette of March 25th 1882), 
in which it was enacted that any irregu- 
larity, such as opium smoking or gambling, 
should be followed by the immediate and 
punishment, of the offender. The Memo- 
rialist, whose responsibitities as custodian 
of Palace buildings place him under a heavy 
responsibility, requiring the exercise of un- 
remitting vigilance, and a disregard for the 
offence he may give to others, recently 
heard that a eunuch had again started an 
opium divan in the building which the 
eunuch Hsii Chih-hsiang last year used for 
the same purpose, and that idlers were 
harboured there. This report was con- 
firmed by the ofticer of the Guard who was 
_on duty at the time, and keeper of the 
keys, and it was suggested that the 
men should be taken by surprise. The 
Memorialist, according when he came on 
duty yesterday went stealthily and with- 
out noise to the place, accompanied by 
the officer of the Guard and the keeper of 
the keys, and arrested a eunuch and one 
Chinese. The former on being questioned 
said his name was Yén Lien-ch‘éng, and 
he was at present employed as a chief 
eunuch, that in February last a eunuch 
called Shang Chin-shéng and a Chinese 
called Li Erh had agreed to start an opium 
divan there, and had engaged a nephew 
of the eunuch Shang, Su‘rh by name, as 
| assistant. The said eunuch did not often 
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come to the palace, but lived outside in 
a street of which the eunuch Yén gave 
the name. As he admitted the fact 
of the existence of the divan he was 
sent to the Board of Punishments to be 
further questioned, and, on searching the 
premises, five account books were dis- 
covered with twenty-two different kinds of 
opium. The Memorialist is humbly of 
opinion that this second attempt to carry 
on an opium divan in the face of the pun- 
ishment meted out to the eunuch Haii 
Chih-hsiang shows a contempt of the law 
whiok nothing but the severest punishment 
will prevent a repetition of in an intensified 
degree. He would therefore humbly pray 
that the Board of Punishments may be in- 
structed to deal with the said offender 
with au extra degree of severity, that 
due order and quiet may be maintained 
within the Forbidden City, and a salu- 
tory warning given to others. They 
should also be called upon to arrest 
the eunuch Shang Ching-shén and his 
nephew So‘rh. A list of the articles seized 
is submitted for His Majesty's perusal, and 
the Memorialist would, in conclusion, 
solicit His Majesty’s notice of the zeal that 
has been displayed by Féng Yi, Colonel 
of the Guard’s Division, and Lav Ch‘un-fu, 
keeper of the keys, (For Decree see 
Gazette of 11th August.) 

(2) The Governor of Jéh Ho reports a 
sudden descent of Hill water caused “by 
heavy rains which fell on the 28th and 
29th of July consecutively, whereby the 
Wu-lieh and Erh-tao rivers were filled to 
overflowing, and the surplus water invaded 
the adjacent country. A large district 
was submerged, the floods extending to 
the palace walls, and invading the dwellings 
of the people. A place called ‘I'sao-shih- 
chieh suffered considerably, barracks and 
public oftices being fluuded, and many of 
the inhabitants having to take to the trees 
fier refuge. A Jarge number of the people 
mauaged to escape in time, but the young 
and aged were not in all cases so fortunate, 
and it became necessary to rescue these 
from the tree tups into which they had 
climbed. Happily the floods were at- 
tended with no loss of life. In the 
neighbourhood of Ch‘éng-té Fu also, the 
damage was considerable, and much distress 
has resulted. The sufferers have been re- 
scued from their perilous position, and 
deposited in places of safety. A survey of 
the injury done has disclosed damage to 
the extent of over thirty houses and one 
temple that have fallen down, in this case 
also happily without loss of life. The 
extent of the damage to Imperial and other 
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buildings at Ts‘ao-shih-chieh cannot be 
ascertained until the waters have subsided, 
but the weather is fine again now, and the 
Memorialist is happy to be able to coimfort 
His Majesty with the announcement that 
the disaster has not assumed calamitous 
proportions. As soon as returns have been 
furnished, a further report will besubmitted 
to His Majesty, giving lists of the houses 
destroyed, injury to crops, and repairs 
needed to embankments and other similar 
works, (For Decree aee Gazette of August 
12th.) 

August 22nd.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Yii returns thanks for the be- 
stowal of a title on the Princess, his 
wife, : 

(1) A Decree ordering the responsible 
officers of the Banner to which he belongs 
to keep a watch over the Censor Ying 
Chiin, ayaiust whom there is a strong 
suspicion of having taken bribes to de- 
nounce a certain colonel at Hu-lan ‘ting. 
On the case being investigated by the 
Governor of Hé-lung Kiang, he found that 
a certain village headman had been to 
Peking four years ago, and had seen the 
Censor in question, to whom he gave 
money to present a Memorial. Certain 
papers discovered, ulso, correapond in a 
remarkable manner with the draft of this 
Memorial. On the arrival of the said head- 
man, P‘an ‘Ting-ssti by name, in Peking, 
where he has been sent, the Board of 
Punishments is investigate the matter 
thoroughly and report, 

(2) A Memorial from the Censor Wén 
Hai calling attention to two matters in 
which he considers reform is needed, with 
a view to the improvement of the standard 
of the public service buth as regards the 
capacity of its members, and the purity of 
its administration. The two suggestions, 
supported as usual by quotations frum 
various classical works, are first, the sup- 
pression of favoritism in the recommenda- 
tion of juniois by their chiefs ; and second, 
the abolition of presents from juniors to 
seniors, under any pretext, or any denomi- 
nation, The Memorialist points out that 
the prohibition against the giving orreceiviny 
of presents is often avoided by calling such 
offerings *‘aids to public expenses, etc.” 

(2) In a Postscript Memorial the same 
ollicer protests against the practice that 
prevails amongst Secretaries of Boards of 
bending the knee to their chief when they 
come into their preseuce to report or take 
orders. It has been distinctly laid duwn 
in decree issued in the 28th years of Chia 
Ch‘ing (which the Memorialist quotes) 
that oflicers of the Guard and Secretaries 
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of the Board shall receive orders or report 
to their respective chiefs, standing, and 
that salutations shall be restricted to an 
inclination of the body, neglect of these 
rules being punishable. As a provf that 
the practice of bending the knee does pre- 
vail, the Memorialist mentions that Yén 
Ching-ming, President of the Board of 
Revenue, gave great satisfaction last year 
by issuing a general order that no Secretary 
in his Board, Manchu or Chinese, would 
be permitted to ch‘ing an, that is, bend one 
knee in salutation. (For Decree see earlier 
Gazette.) 
. August 23rd.—(1) The only documents 

of any interest in this day’s Gazette ure a 
Memorial from Ho Ju-chany, a Reader of 
of the Han-lin, criticising the scheme of 
_ the Imperial Commissioner Yu. Po-ch‘uan 
and the Governor of Shantuny for improv- 
. ing the channel of the Yellow River, and 
the reply of these officers tou the Readers’ 
objections. These are ranged under four 
heads. First.—Expense ; the scheme is tu 
- cost over a million taels to carry out, and 
_ the enormous embankments, when com- 
. pleted, will be in need of repairs in two 
_ years atthe most. Second.—The mainten- 
ance of these repairs can only be achieved 
~ with the aid of the people, and recent ex- 
perience has shown that the tax upon public 
labour, which can only be procured in the 
. immediate neighbourhvod, is a great hard- 
. ship upon the people so impressed. ‘Third ; 
* to rake the bed of the river isso much waste 
~ of time, for the silt will only form lower 
. down. Fourth ; a second embankment such 
. as it is now proposed to construct would 
‘ have the effect of confining the water 
within certain limits, and rendering the 
” current fiercer and more dangerous than 
ever when freshets came down. The 
Memorialist then proceeds to submit his 
views as to the line to be adopted. He 
would suggest that the High Commissioner 
be directed to take careful measurements 
of the width of the river, all along its 
course and the height of its banks, with 
soundings to ascertain its depth aud the 
" high water mark. Given these data he 
cau proceed to calculate the capacity of 
* the river to hold the water at any given 
point, and, where it is found necessary, 
what the Memorialist describes as yao ti 
“distant embankments,” (presumably em- 
 bankments at a distance from the water’s 
edge) cau be constructed. 

(2) The High Commissioner and the 
Governor of Shantung dismiss these stric- 
tures rather briefly. The Reader's con- 
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chief is a theory that is known to all, but 
_the application of the theory in the manner 
he suyyests would entail the absorption of 
a large tract of country—in some places as 
much as over ten li from the water’s edge 
—which, produced along the length of the 
river for some 300 miles, would render a 
large area of laud valueless, to the imminent 
dissatisfaction of the peuple interested. 
The scheme of the Commissioner and the 
Governor is a moditication of the Reader’s 
plan, and a recognition of the principle he 
enunciates. In reply to his contention 
that the employment of rakes would only 
result in fresh accumulations of silt lower 
down, they would remark that weeds grow 
avain as soon as the farmers removes them, 
and althouzh under these circumst «ces it 
might seem as if the labour were profitiess, 
it is better thus than not to take them up 
atall, Rescript :—Ls is noted. 

August 24th,—(1) With two unimportant 
excep'ions, this day’s issue is occupied with 
Memorials from the Governor of Kiriu and 
the Custodians of the Manusolea. The 
former applies for permission to allot a 
fixed number of pa kung degrees, enabling 
Licentiates to compete at the provincial 
examinations, to Kirin, Petuné, and 
Sansing, in view of the higher stan- 
dard of educational efficiency which the 
students at these places have displayed 
of late years. The same ofticer also asks 
in & sep»rate Memorial for permission to 
select ofticers of instruction from amongat 
natives of the province, or of Féug-t‘ien, 
his application being referred to the Board, 
The Custodians of the Mausolea report the 
result of their estimates of repair needed 
to different Mausvlea, and the extent of 
the damage done to roads and bridges 
during the recent heavy rains, 

August 25th.—(1) There are no decrees 
published in this day’s issue, which is 
mostly occupied with a long report from 
Yu Po-ch‘uan and the Governor of Shan- 
tung giving details of the repairs they have 
been able to make in the branches in the 
embankments of the Yellow Rivar, in anti- 
cipation of the summer freshets. 

(2) A Reader of the Han-lin Yiian sug- 
gests the issue to the Government of Shan- 
tung by the Imperial Acadamy of a certain 
number of diplomas of Kung-shéng, or 
Senior Licentiate, and chien shéng, or colle- 
gian of the Imperial Academy, the posses- 
sion of which is a starting point for 
advancement in the public service. The 
sales of these degrees will attract a class of 
persons who cannot avail themselves of the 
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tions of a stated sum to the Yellow River 
Flood Fund. 

August 26th.—(1) A Decree granting 
half a month’s extra pay and rations to the 
troops and their officers in Peking, with the 
Imperial clansmen, Gioro, and widows and 
orphans belonging to the Imperial clan 
who are in receipt of Government support. 
This compassiouate graut is made in con- 
sideration of the distress caused by the 
high rate of prices prevailing in Peking 
which result from the excessive rains. 
The same Decree orders that the congee 
kitchens in the Metropolis shall be open 
two months before the usual time. 

(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
anxiety for the safety of the autumn 
harvest in consequence of the heavy 
raing that have recently fallen and. still 
threaten to fall. His Majesty intends to 
visit the ‘a Kao Tien in person on the 
28th inst. to pray for fine weather. Simul- 
taneous services are to be conducted at 
ditferent state temples by princes and high 
officers whose names sre given, 

(3) A Decree in answer to a repre- 
sentation by the Censor Liu En-po, 
who expresses doubt as to the universal 
probity of the Censors as a class, and sug- 
gests the likelihood of some amongst them 
preparing denunciatory memorials, the 
drafts of which they show to the person 
attacked, and threaten to send in unless 
money is paid. ‘Lhe Decree, which entin- 
ciates in decisive terms the importance of 
the maintenance by Censors of the strictest 
self-control and probity of conduct, 
authorises any person to whom a Censor 
takes a draft Memorial with a view to 
extorting money, to hand him then and 
there, with his Memorial, to the nearest 
territorial official, when the full penalty the 
law allows will be inflicted up him. 

(4) A Decree in answer to the same 
Censor, who states that Manchu women 
‘are in the habit of keeping opium dens 
and opening establishments for gaming and 
other immoral purposes, a practice which 
prevails at Shanghai, Soochow, Hangchow, 
and other places, where kidnapped women 
are also sold. He prays that the question 
of making this offence punishable by a 
term of imprisonment may be taken into 
consideration. ‘Lhe Board of Punishments 
are directed to draw up Regulations on the 
subject, and to submit them to the Throue 
for approval. : _ 

(5) A Decree revoking the permission 
earlier given for the despatch of Hung 
Ju-k‘uei, a cashiered Grain Commissioner, 
to Canton for service under Chang Shu- 
shéng. ‘The permission is cancelled at the 
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instance of two Memorialists, who point 
out that a request for the re-employment 
of a disgraced official cannot be submitted 
by any servant of the State. They further 
allege that upon the release of the ex-oftical 
in question he went to Tientsin and be- 
haved in a most argumentative manner. 
(See Gazette of 8th August). 

(6) O-lo-ho-pu and Chang P‘ei-lun are 
directed to proceed by government post to 
Shénusi, to conduct an enquiry in that pro- 
vince. ‘Their staff is also to have the pri- 
vilege of travelling by government post. 

(7) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Min Ché and the Governor of Ché- 
kiang reporting thesubmission of one Huang 
Chin-man, a rebel of many years standing 
in the prefecture of T‘ai-chou, and his garg 
of a hundred men, which was accepted by 
an Imperial Decree published in the Gaze re 
of the 16:h -inst. ‘wo months ago the 
attention of the Memorialists was directed 
to this matter by a Decree issued on 
information submitted by au individual 
whose name was withheld, and a report 
was called for, which was duly sent in. 
They have now further to report that 
the prefect of T‘ai-chou states that a cer- 
tain literary graduate in command of the 
central battalion of the Chékiang forces, 
on the expression of a wish by the said 
Chin-man and his gang of a hundred men 
to tender their submission and amend their 
ways, which wish had been endorsed by 
the people at large, had enrolled them as a 
company in his battalion, with the said 
Chin-man as Lieutenant incommand. They 
expressed their gratitude, the prefect said, 
with tears of joy, aud protestations of their 
desire to show their appreciation of the 
clemency that had been extended to them. 
The Memorialist Ping-chang, Governor of 
the province, accordingly gave orders that 
they should be formally enrolled, which 
has now been done, and the company has 
already testified its zeal and sincerity by 
the arrest of an important criminal. It now 
remains for the Memorialists, in view of the 
popularity of this arrangement, aud iu 
pursuance of the general principle that the 
tranquillity of any given region should be 
a first essential of government, humbly to 
pray His Majesty to take into consideration 
the genuine repentance of this hardened 
offender, and, guided by those benevolent 
instincts. which have always made the 
Throne reluctant to take away life, to 
exercise a clemency which is beyond and 
above the law, and allow these individuals 
to expiate their offences by service to the 
State. They may add that the men are 
sturdy and active, aud will be required ty 
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assist in the suppression of brigandage. 
Also that P‘éng Yu-lin urges strongly the 
propriety of not breaking faith with them 
now that their submission has been ac- 
cepted. (See Guzette of 16th August). 


August 27th.—(1) Jui Lien (Fig BF) is 
app -inted Superintendent of Customs and 
octroi for the city of Peking, and K‘v- 


méng-o (FE RED) his Deputy. 
August 28th.—(1) A Memorial from Pi 
Tao-yiian and Chou Chia-mei, Governor 
and Governor-Adjoint respectively of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture, giving a general 
summary of the reports that have reached 
them from various Departments and Dis- 
tri¢ts in their jurisdiction of the extent of 
the damage done by the recent heavy rains, 
Aftew expressing their reverential ad- 
miration of the benevolent impulse that 
prompted His Majesty to order the whole 
ef the tribute rice forwarded by Grand 
Canal that remained from appropriation 
alloted to Shantung to be devoted to the 
relief of the sufferers in Chihli, the Memor- 
ialista refer to a general report on the sub- 
ject that has already been submitted them- 
selves and the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang conjointly. Further reports that have 
come to hand show that the Shun-t‘ien 
Prefecture has suffered the most. Thirteen 
Departments and Districts report the postal 
roads to be under water. Duriny the heavy 
rains last month the river at T‘ung-chou 
suddenly rose more than ten feet, and 
overflowed the embankments, as did also 
the Peking canal. At San-ho, the moun- 
tain torrents came down with such violence 
as to turn the whole district into a vast 
lake. The same occurred at Chi-chon, 
where several villages were submerged. 
The river at Haiang-ho Hsien, known as 
the Yiiu-ho, broke its bounds and joined 
the overflow of the river Wu, which, being 
too much for the town moat to hold, flooded 
the country to a varying width of from 
two to eight li, forming a huge lake which 
extended as far as the eye cvuld reach. 
The same thing occurred at Wu-ch'ing 
Hsien, where some hundred feet or so of 
the wall were washed away, and the whole 
district was converted into a sea of water, 
terrible stories of suffering and distress 
coming in from village after village. At 
Pao-ti Hsien, the numerous rivers which 
converge at that point all rose above their 
embankments, and carried them away in 
spite of strenuous efforts to stop the paps, 
the overflow laying numerous villag+s under 
water. So also at the Yung ch‘ing, Tung- 
an, and Mi-yiin districts, with the de- 
partments of Cho-chou, Ch‘ang-ping and 
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others, the waters have overflowed the 
country and ruined the crops. Enquirfés 
made by agents of the Memorialists 
reveal sad cases of distress; ruin, not 
only of crops, which are hopelessly des- 
troyed, but the wholesale collapse of num- 
bers of buildings with injury and loss of 
life to the occupants. Stories are told of 
whole families of scores of people lashing 
themselves one to another with rope, to 
avoid being separated, and all being drown- 
ed together. Earnest and piteous appeals 
for aid pour in on every side ; sume ask for 
food, others for shelter, others for aid to 
bury their dead, while others are waiting 
for the waters to subside tu ford the flood 
and get away, and are asking fur means to 
do so. Others, avain, claim assistance to 
repair the embankments and drain off the 
water from their fields in the hopes of 
saving @ fragment of their crops. In short, 
so disastrous a state of things has not been 
experienced for the past fifty years. The 
story of misery is confirmed by the Taotai 
of the T‘ung, Yung circuit, Hsiieh Fu- 
ch‘én, who having recently had occasion to 
visit Tientsin on public business, returned 
to T‘ung-chou by boat He started on 
the 6th of August, and reports that the 
water was then so high that it was impos- 
sible to tell whether the boat was in the 
channel or not. Hundreds and thousands 
of flooded-out villagers congregated at 
Yaug-ts‘un, Ho-hsi-wu, and other places 
on the river, besieging the Taotai’s 
boat, which was stopped more than 
twenty times, and appealing for aid. 
The river, they said, had suddenly risen 
sixteen feet and flooded all their land. 
The country along the line of route was, 
said the ‘l'aotai, a vast sea, and fluoded 
buildings were to be seen wherever the 
eye might roam ‘The pitiful sights he 
witnessed and the sturies of woe he heard 
were more than he could bear, and he 
sent in an application for permission to 
distribute a certain amount of government 
grain in relief. The Memorialists are 
impressed with a sense of the necessity of 
taking prompt measures of relief, for un- 
less some means can be found of pro- 
viding for the wants of the sufferers 
on the spot, the capital runs a risk of 
another invasion of starving refugees 
similar to that which took place seven 
years ago, when refuges will again have 
to be established and the people given 
money to return. Subscriptions were then 
raised to the extent of Tls. 65,000, and 
sent by the Governor-General of Chihli to 
the Memorialist’s Yamén. A certain balance 
of this and other charitable funds remains 
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inthand, which the Memorialists have now 
sent for distribution in the afflicted dis- 
tricts by the hand of competent agents. 
These funds will be supplemented by local 
grants-and returns furnished iu due course. 

August 29th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Comptroller of the Imperial Household, 
the Presidents of the Board of Punishments, 
and other Courts forming a judicial tribunal 
to pass sentence upon a eunuch who has 
been guilty stealing some shirts belonging 
to His Majesty. On the 12th of last 
month the Memorialists were honoured 
with His Majesty’s commands to pass 
sentence upon this individual, who had 
already confessed his crime; they were 
further instructed to refrain from pursuing 
their investigations beyond the individual 
himself. In obedience to these commands, 
on the eunuch being forwarded to the 
Board of Punishments, his deposition was 
taken, and he was finally brought before 
the Memorialists to have his statements 
verified. They find, upon his own evidence, 
that his name is Wang Lai-ho, and that he 
is a native of Pao-ti Hsien in the Shun- 
t‘ien prefecture. He came to Peking five 
years ago, and his body having been 
**made clean” at the Hui-chi-ssi, a depart- 
ment of the office of the Imperial House- 
hold primarily engaged in the collection of 
rents for Banner property, he was sent to 
do duty in the principal building of the 
Palace of ‘‘ Perpetual Spring.” In the 
7th moon of last year, while engaged in 
sweeping the room, the eunuch noticed 
eight embroidered silk shirts in use by His 
Majesty{ placed upon a couch, and the 
sight of, them put the notion of stealing 
them into his head. He got them out of 
the Palace, and took them to a street 
off the great clothes market outside the 
Ch‘ien Mén, and there disposed of them 
to a dealer in second-hand clothes, who 
kept a stall, for Tls. 65, which money 
he has since spent. The head eunuch, 
having discovered the theft, sent him for 
examination to the Criminal Investigation 
Department of the Office of the Imperial 
Household, when he confessed his guilt, 
and was, as above chronicled, handed over 
to the Memorialists for sentence to be pas- 
sed upon him. ‘They find that the law on 
this point is as follows: ‘ Any person 
who shall steal carriage-trappings or other 
articles from the Inner Precincts shall 
have sentence of summary decspitation 
passed upon him.” ‘The eunuch Wang 
Lai-ho, who has shown such defiance of the 
law as to venture to steal garments in use 
by His Majesty, should naturally be pun- 
ished in accordance with this law. It is, 
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therefore, the duty of the Memorialists tv 
decide that he shall be summarily decapit- 
ated. As instructed, they have refrained 
from pursuing the enquiry into the in- 
dividuality of the receiver of the stolen 
property, as the eunuch declares he cannot 
remember the style of his shop. (For 
Decree commuting the sentence to impri- 
sonment for life see Gazette of 18th Aug.) 

August 30th.—(1) A Decree issued at the 
instance of the Prince uf Li directing the 
Board of Punishments to investigate a case 
of disputed succession to titles and property 
between two brothers called T‘ing Haien 
and Ting Chiin respectively. 

(2) 4 Memorial from the Custodians of 
the Eastern Mausolea giving details of the 
damage done to roofs, bridges, tablets etc., 
during the recent heavy rains, the like of 
which, they mention incidentally, have not 
been seen for more than forty years. The 
remainder of this day’s issue is occupied 
with notices of transfer and vacancies in 
the provinces, and suggestions for filliug 
the posts thus vacated. 

August 3lst.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing a Memorial from a Censor, who com- 
plains of the abuses that ‘continue to be 
allowed in the conduct of Government 
examinations, and quotes an instance of an 
individual who recently passed fora teacher- 
ship in a School for Imperial Clansmen 
having his papers done for him by someone 
else. ‘These two individuals, whose names 
the Censor gives, are to be summoned by 
the proper Board and called upon each to 
make a fresh copy of the examination paper, 
the hand-writing of which will then be 
compared with the original paper sent in. 

(2) The Imperial Agent at Urga, in a 
Memorial reporting that he has granted 
sick leave to one of the chieftains of the 
Daassakt‘u tribe of the Khalkha nation, 
mentions that there is a standing order to 
the effect that when a Mongol official of 
any rauk applies for sick leave, the high 
officer empowered to grant him such leave 
shall send an officer to test the veracity of 
the applicant’s description of his symptoms 
before doing to. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Chin Shun, 
Governor of Tli, The Memorialist last 
year, in reporting the progress of his sur- 
vey of the Lli frontier, stated that the hill 
known as the Ko-lténg Shan had been 
placed within Chinese limits, and that 
on the summit of this hill there was a 
tablet engraved with an autographic in- 
scription by the Emperor Kao Tsung Shun 
recording the pacification of this region the 
20th year of the reign K‘ien Lung. The 
Memorialist described the ruined condition 
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of the pavilion erected over this tablet, 
which had fallen down after the rebellion 
and was in urgent need of repair, and re- 
corded his intention of rebuilding the pavi- 
lion at the breaking up of the frost this 
year. Iu accordance with the proposal 
then announced, the Memorialist deputed 
the commandant of the Oelét division of 
military colonists of the Ili region to take 
workmen to the spot and reverently and 
carefully to repair the edifice, which duty 
he completed on the 16th of the 5th moon. 
The cost of the undertaking was somewhat 
enhanced by the fact that Ko-téng Shan, 
which is more than 300 l¢ distant from the 
town of Sui-ting, is unapproachable by carts, 
and the building materials, with fuod for 
the workmen, had to be carried to the 
summit of the hill from.Sui-ting by por- 
ters.—Rescript: It is noted. 

September 1st.—(1) The Governor of 
Chékiany reports the existence of a re- 
formatory started on a semi-ofiicial basis 
at Hangchow, which has worked so well 
during the few years of its existence that 
he ventures to bring the establishment to 
the notice of His Majesty with a view to 
its being placed on record and ofticially 
recoguised. The capital city of Chékiang 
is, he premises, a centre at which people 
from all parts congregate, and since the 
rebellion it has been the home of numbers 
of houseless and friendless destitutes who 
live by crime, cheating by day and robbing 
by night, to the yreat embarrassment of 
the honest and law abiding inhabitants who 
have all been the victims of their thefts 
and extortions, When arrested and punish- 
ed for any offence, their release in the 
sigual for an immediate relapse into crime, 
the simple reason being that they have no 
relations to admonish them, and no other 
means of living but by extortion, so that 
abstinence from their criminal pursuits 
entails immediate starvation. While ad- 
mitting the detestable nature of these peo- 
ple as a class, their destitute condition, 
which forces them into crime, is, neverthe- 
less, pitiable, and some four years ayo, in 
the hope of doing something for them, the 
gentry of the city asked the sanction of the 
Governor to the establishment of a reforma- 
tory to be conducted under a code of rules 
which they drew up and submitted for 
his approval. The Governor’s consent 
having been obtained, the reformatory was 
started under the name of the Ch‘ien Shan 
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out of funds raised by another charitable 
lustitution known as the T‘ung Shan T‘ang, 
an official, who resided on the premises, 
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being placed in charge. All persons found 
guilty of petty larceny or minor crimes are 
sent to this establishment, where they are 
given certain amounts of food and clothing, 
and compelled to abandon their evil habits 
within a given limit of time. The inmates 
are all obliged to learn some handicraft 
at places in the neighbourhood of the 
reformatory, the industrious being en- 
couraged and the idle punished as an 
incentive to reformation. When,sick, they 
are provided with medical attendance and 
medicine, and twice a month the wei-yian 
in charge calls each one up by name and 
emphatically admonishes him, while the 
heads of arrondissements are invited to read 
and expound to them the amplified edition 
of the Sacred Edict, with passages bearing 
upon laws and punishments. Genuine 
penitents are, as they are discovered, sent 
away to earn their living by the trade 
they have learnt, or else they are handed 
over to any relatives from their native 
place who may be willing to take charge of 
them. None are allowed to go again on 
the streets of the city, or resume their 
previous habits. The result has been a 
marked improvement in the quietness and 
order of the streets, to the immense ad- 
vantage of the locality generally. 

September 2ud.—(1) A Decree announc- 
ing the penalties awarded to the buatmen 
couvicted of stealing government rice con- 
signed to their charge in trausitu between 
Tientsin aud Peking. The individual who 
abandoned his boat and decamped, after 
disposing of sixty piculs and upwards of 
rice, is soutenced to strangulation alter the 
usual term of imprisonment, with the cus- 
tumary mitigation of tle penalty in propor- 
tion to the amount of rice restored within 
a given limit of time. The nine other 
individuals convicted of thefts amounting 
to thirty or furty piculs each are to be given 
a limit of time within which to make good 
their theft, and this is to be extended at its 
expiration if the restitution is not effected. 
At the close of this second period, those 
who would then be banished will be im- 
prisoned and the amouuts stolen recovered 
by forcible means, after which the penalties 
to which they are subject will be carried 
out ina mitigated degree. In future, cases 
of the robbery of the whole cargo, or of 
resistance of thieves to capture, will be 
reported to the Throne with a request for 
the execution of the offenders. 

(2) A Decree directing the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang to send a com- 
petent and responsible otticer to Jeh-ho to 
ascertain, in concert with the Governor, 
the extent of the damage done by the 
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recent heavy rains to the Walls of the 
Imperial Hunting Reserves and buildings 
therein, and to submit estimates of the 
probable cost of repairs. 

(3) Adong report from the Governor of 
Shénsi of the result of his enquiries into 
the circumstances under which a sub-pre- 
fect, now deceased, took the daughter of a 
common person in his jurisdiction to wife, 
with formal reports from different pro- 
vinces, occupies the remainder of this day’s 
issue. 

September 3rd.—(1) A Decree. The 
Court of Censors requests Us, in the matter 
of the compilation of a revised edition of 
the Dynastic Institutes, to give orders for 
the establishment of an Office of Revision. 
In the revision of the Dynastic Institutes 
it will be necessary for each Yamén to 
revise its own Statutes before undertaking 
the compilation of a general work. We 
hereby command all Heads of Offices to 
institute a careful and categorical arrange- 
ment of the archives of their variousyaméns, 
with the aid of their Secretaries of Depart- 
ment. Upon the completion of this task 
We will further signify Our will by Decree. 

(2) In the absence of O-lo-ho-pu upon 
Special duty in Shénsi, Lin Shu is directed 
to perform the acting duties of President 
of the Board of Revenue in addition to his 
other functions 

(3) A Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor of Shansi. The distress of the 
inhabitants of Shantung in consequence of 
the bursting of the embankments of the 
Yellow River, has aroused universal sym- 
pathy too deep for words to express, while 
the numerous grants in aid of the sufferers 
which His Majesty in His goodness has 
been pleased to make, have called for the 
administration, and the gratitude of the 
nation at large. The Memorialist observes, 
however, from the reports that have been 
submitted to the Throne by the Governor 
of Shantung and others, that the magnitude 
of the disaster is greater than there are funds 
to repair, while the relief of the sufferers 
therefrom presents difficulties that are still 
harder to cope with. Continuous appeals 
for aid have been made to other provinces 
from the gentry and others in Shantung, 
an appeal that has already been generously 
responded to by the Governor-General of 
Szechuen, who has forwarded a large con- 
tribution. The Memorialist has a grateful 
recollection of the liberal manner in which 
the authorities and gentry of Shantung 
came to the aid of Shansi during the last 
great famine, when their contributions 
amounted to upwards of Tls. 430,000, 
whereby the lives of countless starving 
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people were saved. Now in the days of 
her misfortune, her former bounty should 
not be lost sight of, while self interest 
dictates the advisability of keeping the 
sufferers, many of whom have already 
found their way to the Shansi frontier, 
upon their own ground. Although the 
financial condition of his own province 
is bad enough, the Memorialist feels 
that that of Shantung is worse, and 
it has, moreover, needs which demand 
immediate attention. The Provincial 
Treasurer has at present in hand a certain 
sum of money contributed by various 
provinces towards the work of reor- 
ganisation, and the Memorialist has drawn 
Tls. 30,000 from this fund and _for- 
warded it to Shantung in charge of a wei- 
yiian. To this sum an addition has been 
made of Tls. 22,300, which the Memorialist, 
who heads the list with Tls. 2,000, and his 
subordinates have privately subscribed. 
He offers his small subscription as a 
humble recognition of His Majesty’s good- 
ness towards him, and he would not ven- 
ture to invite the bestowal of any reward 
for so doing. The Financial Commissioner 
who subscribes Tls. 1,000, the Literary 
Chancellor, and other officers who have 
contributed, are equally sinoere in their 
unanimous deprecation of any reward for 
what they have done.—By a Rescript ap- 
pended to the Memorial, the highest forms 
of honorary reward are to bestowed upon 
the contributors. 

September 4th.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
chang and others represent that the area 
of distress in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture and 
Chihli is very large, and the funds required 
to meet it are far short of what is required. 
They accordingly apply for grants of money 
and rice. The sufferings of the people in 
Wu-ch‘ing and other Departments and 
Districts in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture and 
in Chihli being such as to call forth Our 
deep commiseration, We hereby grant the 
request of the Memorialists that 30,000 
piculs of rice from the Kiang-po grain de- 
tained at Tientsin may be allotted to places 
in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture, to which will 
be added a supplementary grant of 40,000 
piculs from the Peking Granaries. ‘The 
grant of Kiang-po rice to the sufferers in 
Chihli being considerably short of what is 
required, We authorise the detention of 
the whole of the Féng-t‘ien tribute grain, 
amounting to some 14,000 piculs odd, at 
Tientsin, for distribution. As regards 
the application for a grant of Tls. 50,000 
from the Board of Revenue, Her Majesty 
the Empress has commanded Us, in view 
of the embarras:ing calls that have already 


Serr. 4—5.] ] 


9 , 


5 





been this year made upon that department, 
to call upon the Board to forego the 
autumn contribution to Palace expenditure 
and apply it to the purpose for which the 
Memorialists require it. Li Hung-chang 
and the Governor and Governor Adjoint of 
Shun-t‘ien will cause these grants to be 
issued speedily and in a satisfactory manner 
to such families as shall be found upon 
enquiry to need relief, taking care that 
they get the full benetit of the charity. 

September 5th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report from the 
high authorities of Hupei giving the re- 
sult of their enquiries into the extent of 
the damage caused by flood in that province, 
and requesting permission to keep back a 
pertion of tribute rice for distribution 
amongst the sufferers. ‘They state thet in 
the month of July last there was a sudden 
irruption of water produced by the Dragon 
of Floods, which submerged all the villages 
aud arable land along the banks of the 
rivers, and caused the collapse of numerous 
temples, dwelling houses and other build- 
ings. ‘The districts of Yiin-méng, Ch‘ien- 
chiang, and Chiang-ling were also flooded 
at the same time. After expressing His 
Majesty’s sympathy with the misfortunes 
of the sufferers, the Decree goes on to au- 
thorise the high authorities to appropriate 
20,000 piculs of the Hupei tribute rice for 
distribution amongst those who need relief, 
aud orders that further enquiries be made 
as to the extent of the damage in other 
Departments and Districts from whence 
reports of disaster have also come. 

(2) A Decree authorising the opening of 
two other relief kitchens in Peking and one 
at Lu-kou Ch‘iao two mouths iu advance 
of the usual date, in consequence of the 
distress caused by the heavy rains and the 
tise in the price of grain. 

(3) A Momorial from Yu Po-ch‘uan and 
the Governor of Shantung reporting the 
completion of the distribution of relief to 
the sufferers by flood in that province. At 
the commencement of the disaster measures 
of relief were at once set on fvot, and offi- 
cials and gentry were appvinted by the 
Memorialists to administer aid in urgent 
cases of want. They divided the country 
iuto sections, and distributed aid by means 
of lists drawn up after personal enquiry, a 
work that was accomplished in about twenty 
days. Measures were simultaneously taken 
for the rescue uf the people by means of 
rafta, mat-sheds being erected for the ac- 
commodation of those who had no place 
vf shelter to go to, aud money and 
rice being further given to the aged aud 
very young vf both sexes. In places 
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which the distress was less overwhelming, 
the people were made tv earn relief by 
working at the breaches in the embank- 
ments, Altogether, exclusive of private 
donations, whether of money or grain which 
liberally and disinterestedly given, and 
distributed by numbers of the gentry, some 
Tls. 40,000, 1,000, strings of cash, and 600 
piculs of rice, were distributed asa prelimi- 
nary issue in the districts of Li-ch‘éng, 
Chang-ch‘iu, Ch‘i-tung, Ch‘i-ho, Ch‘ang- 
ch‘ing, Chi-yang, Hui-min, Li-chin, and 
the Sub-Prefecture of Ping-chou, with 
applicants for relief ranging from 112,000 
to 8,000 or 9,000. With regard to the 
application of the Imperial grant of Taels 
160,000, and other sums, the Memorialists 
considered that they would be seconding 
His Majesty’s wishes in acting liberally in 
the amount of charity bestowed, especially 
when, as is the case, the average of houses 
that have collapsed is something like ninety 
per cent. They accordingly fixed the rate 
in the Li-ch‘éng district, where the area of 
distress is the largest at 2000 cash for 
adults, and half that amount for children. 
This basis gives the following sums for the 
different places named :— 





Taels. Requirlug leet, 
Li-chéng ........¢ 70,000 ......6.. 112,000 
Chang-ch‘iu...... 5,000 ...0000 
Ch‘i-tung ......06 35,000 
Ch‘ang-cu‘ing ... 3,000* ... 
Ch‘i-ho cesesesceeee 6, 000* 
Hui-min ..... eee 14,000* 
Pin-chou ......... 10,000 
Li chin ............ 8,600 
Shang-ho ......... 4,000* 
Chi yang wo... 14,00U* ......... _ 
169,600 


* From 3,000 to 8,000. 


This sum has already been issued, and 
orders have been given for its immediate 
distribution by competent agents, oflicial 
and other. The tribute grain which was 
ordered to be detained for distribution is 
still on board the boats, which are stranded 
for want of water at T‘ao-ch‘éng Fu, and 
will have to remain there until the autumn 
freshets. It shall, however, be distributed 
later. In conclusion the Memorialists pay 
a tribute of respect to the charitable in- 
stincts that have everywhere prompted 
numbers of private individuals to come - 
forward with aid, some sending handsome 
remittances, and others themselves visiting 
the province and setting np relief agencies 
which they conduct in person. Further 
contributions will be retained for issue in 
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the autumn and winter as supplementary 
enquiries may show to be necessary. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Yiinnan soliciting the bestowal of some 
substantial mark of distinction upon Yang- 
Yii-k ‘6, former Acting Commander-in-Chief 
of the province, who has expended ‘Taels 
27,000 in the restoration of the ‘Temples to 
Confucius and the God of War, with schools 
aud public buildings in Ta-li Fu. This 
expenditure has been met by Yang Yii-k‘é 
out of his private funds, and is only a por- 
tion of the moneys contributed by him for 
public purposes. By a Rescript appended 
to the Memorial, Yang Yii-k‘é is ordered 
to be committed to the Board for the be- 
stowal of the highest forms of distinction. 

September 6th.—(Court Circular.) On 
the application of the Board of Ceremonies 
for a date to be fixed for changing to the 
winter official hat, His Majesty was pleased 
to fix the 29th inst. 

(1) A Decree directing the Vice-Presid- 
ent Chany Yiin-ch‘ing, on his own applica- 
tion, and his coadjutor Ching Shan to be 
committed to the Buard for the determina- 
tion of a penalty in consideration of their 
carelessness in not detecting the imposition 
practised by one Wu En-chao, who frau- 
dulently passed an examination for In- 
structor of the Sons of Imperial Clansmen 
by means of a substitute, the two officers 
in question having presided at the exami- 
nation. (See Gazette of 31st August.) 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Board of Ceremonies 
announcing their detection of the fraud 
referred to in the foregoing decree, and 
submitting certain papers for inspection 
which were written by the said Wu Ku-cha» 
at the regular and the final test examina- 
tion, the discrepancy in the handwriting of 
which is a clear proof of fraud. Wu En- 
chao, who is now in Chékiang, is to be de- 
prived of the oftice he has thus fraudulently 
obtained, and is to be sent by the Governor 
of the province to the Buard of Punish- 
ments for trial. 

(3) A Decree dismissing certain charges 
of mental incapacity induced by illness 
brought by the Censor Chang P‘ei-lun 
against Yi Liang, Acting Governor of 
Kirin, these having been found on special 
enquiry to be entirely without foundation. 

(4) A Decree acknowledging the receipt of 
a report from Li Hung-chang announcing the 
bursting of a certain portion of the Yung-ting 
river (commonly called the Hun Ho), which 
has flooded the country, and souliciting a 
mark of His Majesty’s disapproval for his 
neglect to prevent the catastrophe, which he 
mentions, at the same time, was beyond 
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the power of human effort to control. The 
embankment in question, which is situated 
in the Yung-ch‘ing District, the Register 
number being seventeen of section No. five, 
stood firm during the heavy rains in July, 
but succumbed to the pressure of the high 
water caused by the torrents of rain that 
fell incessantly upon the 25th of August 
and following days. The Deputy Magistrate 
of Yuug-ch‘ing is dismissed the service, 
and the ‘Taotai in charge of the Yung-ting 
river works, with others, are cashiered but 
retained at their posta, the Governor- 
General himself being handed to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. 

(4-5) Memorials from a Director of the 
Imperial Banqueting Court and a Censor 
respectively protesting against the recent 
application of Chany Shu-shéng, Governor- 
General at Canton, for the services of a 
cashiered officer Hung Ju-kuei, formerly 
Salt Cummissioner of the 'I'wo Huai. ‘This 
officer was dismissed the public service for 
condemning two innocent people bo death, 
and it was with profound astonishment 
that the Memorialists read the Imperial 
Decree (see Gazette of 8th August) granting 
this request made in the face of two De- 
crees distinctly forbidding application by 
name for the services of any particular in- 
dividual doing duty in another province, a 
prohibition that surely render a request 
for the services of a disgraced individual 
specially inappropriate. (For Decree can- 
celling the permission earlier yiven see 
Gazette of 25th August. 

September 7th.—(1) Postscript Memorial 
from the Censor Liu En-pu drawing atten- 
tion to mischief attendant upon the keeping 
of opium dens, gambling establishments, 
petty loan shops, and the like by women 
in Peking, the wives of Banuermen and 
Chinese. The evils resulting therefrom 
are numerous, though the victims of the 
extortion of these women, or their husbands 
who fatten on their ill-gotten gains, prefer 
for the most part to be silent on the subject. 
The recent case of the ex-Censor Chang 
Kuan-chun, who was kidnapped in the 
streets of Peking is an instance in point. 
The same is true of Svochow, - Hang- 
chow, and Shanghai, where abandoned 
women keep assignation houses, sinks of 
iniquity and foulness that are most des- 
tructive to morality. Others again keep 
opium brothels, which stand in close rows 
as thick as the teeth of acomb. A certain 
class of people vulyarly known as ‘‘ white 
ants” kidnap honest women and openly 
sell them to these establishments in utter 
defiance of everyone, and absolutely devoid 
of all sense of the shamelessness of thei 
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proceedings. Meaningless official prohibi- 
tions are launched again this state of things, 
but they are laughed at by the class to whom 
they are addressed. Some three months 
ago, the Governor of Hunan, now pro- 
moted, in reporting the wilful murder of a 
betrothed female child by its prospective 
mother-in-law, drew attention to the 
fact that the privilege accorded to women 
of commuting certain crimes by a payment 
of money rendered penalties that came 
under that category completely nugatory, 
and suggested that the crime he described 


_ should be met with a term of imprison- 


ment for a few years. The Memorialist 
would now propose an amplification of this 
law so as to embrace offences of the kind 
to which he has above drawn attention. 


(For Decree see Gazette of August 26th). 


September 8th.—This day’s Gazette con- 
tains no documents worthy of record. 

September 9th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Prince of Li, Lieutenant General of 
the Bordered Red Manchu Banner Corps, 
reporting that Prince Tun had forwarded 
to him a petition that had been presented 
to His Imperial Highness by a Banner- 


* man called ‘ing Hsien, who stopped his 


chair in the streets get a hearing. The 
story told by the petitioner, which is most 


* complicated and confusing, is in substance 
* as follows: His name is T‘ing Hsien ; he 


is thirty three years of age, a Bannerman 


* in the Bordered Red Banner Corps, and 


was formerly a bitkeshi, or official writer in 
the Board of War, but he was dismissed 
some years ago by Kuang Shou, the Pre- 
sident, out of spite, in consequence of cer- 
tain slanderous accusations brought agaiust 
him by a sworn confederacy composed of 
his half-brother by a concubine, Kuang 
Yin, a Secretary of the Board, and 
others, Up to a few years ag» he was 
under the impression that he was the 
youngest son of the concubine of his 
father Wén Hou, an hereditary noble of 
the third degree (the Marquis Wén Hon). 
On the 20th day of the 4th moon of the 
fourth year of Kuang Hsii, that is, rather 
more than four years azo, he overheard his 
supposed mother, whose maiden name was 
Yang, tell her daughter that he, Ting 
Haien, was really the son of a princess, his 
father’s second wife, who was the daughter 
of Mien Yii, a Prince of the 3rd order and 
a lineal descendant of the founder of the 
dynasty. That the princess his mother 
having died, while he was an infant in arms, 
(though his father did not die till he was 
twelve years old) she, his father’s concubine, 
pretended that he, ‘ing Hsien, was her 
shild, in order to secure the succession to the 
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Marquisate for her eldest son T‘ing Chiin. 
His spurious mother died three months ago, 
and because he would not comply with the 
mourning rites required by a son, his half 
brother ‘ling Chén made the servants cut 
off forcibly a piece of his queue and place 
it in the hand of his mother, a ceremony 
always performed by children at the death 
of their parents. He went on to say that 
his half-brother T‘ing Chéu, who had suc- 
ceeded to the Marquisate on the death of 
T‘ing Chiin without issue, had monopolised 
the whole of the family property and des- 
poiled the ancestral burial ground of tim- 
ber, selling the building which stood upon 
it. On receipt of this petition, the Memo- 
rialist had sent for T‘ing Hsien, but he 
refused to enter into details, on the ground 
that the case was too complicated, and 
demanded that his petition should be sub- 
mitted to the Throne with a request for 
the appointment of an Imperial Commis- 
sion to investigate a claim. This demand 
in itself was a piece of great impertinence. 
Wen Liang, the brother of his deceased 
father, was then sent for, and he gave 
a written assurance to the effect that T‘ing 
Hsien’s father’s second wife was the 
seventh aunt of Tsai Tun, Prince I, aud 
died on the 10th of the 11th moon of 
the 28th year of Tao Kuang, Ting Hsien 
being born on the 12th of the 8th 
moon of the 1st year of Hsien Féng, or 
two years later. Wén Hou, the Marquis, 
did not marry a third time, nor did he 
take to himself another concubine. Hence, 
there was proof positive that T‘ing Hsien 
must be the son of the concubine whose 
maiden name was Yang.. Wén Liang went 
on to say that he hoped his nephew would 
be properly punished for his audacity in 
venturing to present a petition on the 
subject. The Memorialist goes on to 
state that the Marquis Wéu Hou died 
in the 4th year of ‘ung Chih leaving 
fuur sons by his concubine, the second of 
whom was adopted by the late Grand Secre- 
tary Wén Ch‘ing. Ting Chiiu was the eld- 
est son, and succeeded to the title, but on 
his decease five years ago without issue it 
reveried to the third sou T‘ing Chén, and 
no opposition was offered at the time to his 
succession by ‘I'‘ing Hsien, the fourth son, 
who waits for ten years and more before he 
sets up his claim to succession by the 
regular wife. The falsity or the reverse of 
his charges against certain high officers 
must be thoroughly tested, and the Memo- 
rialists would accurdingly pray that he may 
be handed to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and sentence. As his brother T‘ing 
Chén is an officer of high estate, the Ban- 


ner which the Memorialist administers can- 
not well summon him to give evidence. 
They would respectfully bring this -poiut to 
His Majesty's notice. 

September 10th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

September 11th.—(1) A Decree sum- 
marily recalling Yu Po-ch‘uan, Controller 
of the Peking Granaries now on special 
duty in Shantung in connection with the 
Yellor River works and relief fund. He is 
to return at once to his regular duties, the 
Yellow River works now in progress being 
carried on by the Governor of the province. 
P‘an Chiin, Judge of Shantung, who has 
lately been degraded and removed from 
office, is to be employed as Supervisor, 

(2) A Decree in answer to a representation 
from the Censor Chén Chi‘i-t‘ai, who some 
time since asked that the degree of chit jén 
obtained by one Lo Ying-mvi, a native of 
Ch‘ang sha Fu in Hunan, might be taken 
away from him, as his antecedents were 
such as to debar him from holding a literary 
degree. The case being referred to the 
provincial high authority was gone into 
and settled by that officer, but Ci‘én Chi- 
t‘ai again claims the removal of the said 
graduate as his antecedents are not ‘ pure.” 
Let the chit jén Lo Yiny-mei be forthwith 
cashiered. 

(3) A Decree granting allowances of rain 
to the various relief kitchens in Peking, 
with subsidiary grants to certain ‘‘ warm 
refuges’ in different parts of the city. 
In consideration of the general distress 
and the present high price of grain, these 
establishments are to be opened on the 
16th inst., considerably in advance of the 
usual date. The following is a list of the 
establishments as given in the Decree. 

Grant per month 







Name of Refuge. Position, 330 piculs, 
Ch‘ao Yang Ko............ Ceutral, 
Wo Fo Sst (orphanage) Eastern, 
Ta Mo Chiang ......... .. Southern, 
Chiang Chi Ssi............. Western. 
Yuan ‘Tung Kuan ..Northern, 
Liang Chia Yuan ......... 9 

Warm Refuges. Grant, 300 piculs, 
Ch‘ung Shaun T“ang ..... Ch‘ing-hua-sau Street. 
Po Shan T‘ang............ Liang Chia Yiian. 


Kung Shan Tang ......Ta Ch‘ing Kuan. 
Li Pai Sst (Morgue) ...Chiao Tz hu t‘uny. 
Warm Refuges in 
Chinese City. Grant, 150 piculs. 
Han Hai Hui Ssi...Outside Ch‘ao- Yang-Gate. 
Yii Ch‘ing Kuan ... 4, Chfung Wéa Gate. 
Heing Shan Ch‘ang.. Kang Tzit hu t‘ung. 

(4) The Governor of Héi-lung Chiang 
requests His Majesty’s permission to eurol 
a certain numb r of dumestics and followers 
brought tu that region by the troops, who 
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have now no homes or owners, on the list 
of holders of Imperial Military lands. These 
individuals came to the different cities of 
the Amoor region during the Military 
troubles, and by a decree issued six years 
ago, those whose masters had abandoned 
them, or for different causes had no home, 
were ordered to be supplied with funds to 
take them back to their native place. En- 
quiries were then made, aud 586 indivi- 
duals were discovered who had been either 
rescued from the rebels, or the family 
to which they belonged had disappeared, 
and they had come into camp as barracks 
servants. Most of them were so young 
when they came into this region that they 
do not know to what place they originally 
belonged, only forty-eight being able tu 
say what their native place was or wishing 
to go back, and to these funds were sup- 
plied. Those who have no homes to go to 
remain as servants in the families of ofti- 
cers or soldiers, some of them being mar- 
ried to bondage women and having families 
by them. Although their masters have 
not ventured since the issue of the decree 
above referred to to treat them with cruelty, 
the Memorialist feels none the less that it 
would be a pity that people of respectable 
and honest antecedents should remain fure- 
ever in military bondage; so he proposes, 
in conformity with a decree issued in the 
reign of Ch‘ien Lung authorising the loca- 
tion of the servants of banished officials 
(who may fairly be considered as less 
deserving of compassion than people who 
find themselves in the position above de- 
scribed through no fault of theirown) upon 
Government military lands, to place the 
518 individuals who have no home to go tu 
in possession of land of this description. 
Those who may wish to engage in farming 
will, as circumstances require, be provided 
with plough oxen, and called on to pay 
taxes. As time goes on and they marry 
and have children, a tax-paying agricultural 
population will be formed, to the manifest 
advantage of the State.—Rescript : Let the 
Board concerned take note. 

September 12th.—(1) A Decree in answer 
to a Memorial from a Director of one of 
the Minor Courts who ventures to suggest 
that a miscarriage of justice is often brought 
about by too hasty a hearing at preliminary 
investigations, and perpetuated in the 
higher courts from a wish either to screen 
the remissness of the investigating magis- 
trate, or, possibly, to prevent the penalties 
which a rectification of earlier judgments 
would entail upon the officials responsible. 
The decree concludes with the stereotyped 
injuuction to provincial high authorities tu 
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devote their best attention in particular to 
. cases where human life is at stake, and 
authorises the Board to consider the pro- 
. priety of allowing the rectification of the 
. particulars of any case earlier reported to 
the Throne that may subsequently be 
found to be incorrect without incurring a 
penalty upon the Memorialist for his mis- 
_ take. The settlement of appeal cases sent 
- down from Peking is no longer to be pro- 
_ tracted to an indefinite period, and in 
future the officers responsible for the pro- 
longation of such suits beyond the limit of 
. time allowed for settlement will be de- 
~ nounced to the Throne. 
(2) A Decree ackuowledging the receipt 
” of a report from Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, in his 
“ capacity of Acting Governor-General at 
_ Canton, to the effect that Hsii K‘éng-pi, 
the expectant sub-prefect for whose degra- 
dation he had earlier applied that he might 
be tried on a charge of burying a man 
~ alive, has absconded. Provincial high au- 
thorities are one and all to cause enquiries 
~ to be made for the absconder, who will on 
" apprehension be sent under charge of an 
’ officer to Canton for trial and punishment. 
* (See Gazette of June 24th.) 
(3) A Decree directing Yén Ching-ming 
- to undertake the investigation of a charge 
~ under which Ch‘én Pao-chien, the late Judge 
of Chékiang, is labouring, and which, in a 
~ Memorialannouncing his successor’s arrival, 
- hestrenuously repudiates. The imputation 
on his character to which he objects is an 
* accusation brought against him by Chang 
* P*ei-lunofhaving, while iu Peking, haunted 
* the doors of the various high officers de- 
* puted to investigate the case which subse- 
* quently caused his degradation, and he 
demands an official enquiry. This is here- 
‘ by directed to be held, in order to satisfy 
” his objections, by the high officer above 
' named. 
September 13th.—(1) A Memorial from 
~ the Governor-General of the Hukuang pro- 
~ Vinces and the Governor of Hupei report- 
~ ing the final settlement of a long standing 
‘ feud between two families in the Han- 
yang District called respectively Hsiao and 
+ Chou. The attention of the Memorialists 
Was specially directed to this matter by 
« an Imperial Decree, issued in the early 
’ part of the year at the instance of the 
» Censor Ch‘en Ch‘i-t‘ai, and calling upon 
« the Memorialists to take measures to re- 
+ press the continued fights between the two 
» Clans and to lay the cause of their cunten- 
tion to reat. ‘he bone of contention be- 
: tween the two families in question lay in 
: tho disputed possession of certain fishing 
 nghtinherited by both parties over a lake in 
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the District in question. ‘The quarrels that 
this gave rise to culminated some four years 
ago in the murder of one of the parties who 
had been trespassing on water claimed by 
the other family. The Governor of Hu- 
nan directed the Magistrate at the time to 
go into the cause of the dispute, and that 
officer laid down certain boundary limits 
within which each family was to fish. The 
arrangement was accepted by them and 
worked satisfactorily until the close of last 
year, when, the boundary mark having 
been submerged in consequence of a rise 
in the water, some of the Chou family 
trespassed on the Hsiao family’s water, 
and they began to fight, one of the latter 
being killed in the strugyle. ‘he murderer 
absconded, and the acting magistrate 
having failed to effect his capture, was 
denounced. Upon receipt of the decree 
above referred to, the Memorialist sent a 
special agent to co-operate with the acting 
Magistrate in settling the cause of dispute, 
and they found that there was no other 
ground of quarrel between the two families 
than the murder of a member of one by 
the other, and this was to be set at rest 
by the arrest of the murderer. Meanwhile, 
the parties being satisfied with the boun- 
dary limits laid down for them some time 
ago, these were made more conspicuous by 
higher land-marks, and maps being drawn 
up, each family entered into a bund tu 
remain within the limits therein assigned 
to them. 

(2) Chin Shun, the Governor of Ili, and 
Commander-in Chief of Chinese Turkestan, 
reports that in the summer of last year 
some 3,000 Khirgis families from the north- 
eastern portion of Ili, under charge of a 
chieftain, came with their tents and belong- 
ings and tendered their allegiance. ‘lhe 
Memorialist in accordance with the treaty 
recently concluded, distinctly told them 
that under this treaty they could be sent 
into Russian territory aud become Russian 
subjects, or settle upon Chinese territory 
and become Chinese subjects, the choice 
being left entirely with them ; aud, as has 
been reported to His Majesty, the Russian 
authorities were communicated with on the 
subject. The Memorialist would humbly 
observe that these Khirgis, known as the 
Hei-tsai ‘ Hasaks’, originally came under 
the control of the Assistant Governor at 
Tarbagatai, aud he accordingly wrote to 
Hai Lun, who holds that office, to send 
officers to take them over and locate them ; 
but the Assistant Governor replied in due 
course that he had no ground upon which 
to settle them. These Khirgis being 
in a state of poverty, and having come 
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to tender their allegiance, it seemed to 
the Memorialist inexpedient to place any 
obstacle in the way of their evidently 
sincere desire to approach the confines of 
civilisation. He accordingly told them that 
they might, for the time being, pasture 
their flocks on the northern slopes of the 
Pototala range, placing them under the 
control of the Commaudant of the Ch‘ahar 
forces, he being in the nearest proximity 
to them. By old custom, it has been the 
rule to appoint some chiefs of the Hasaks 
or Buruts of Ili who display any capacity 
for the office, Ahalak‘ochi (Controllers ?) 
with buttons of any grade b-tween the 
2nd and Sth ranks and a peacock’s feather, 
The chieftains of the above-mentioned Hei- 
tsai Hasaks having now given twelve months’ 
proof of thesincerity of their submission, and 
those in authority overthem having kept the 
tribe from disorderly acts, the Memorialist 
has sent for their chieftain, Akupayiko by 
name, and others, and rewarded them. Jt 
is his intention to confer upon all these 
individuals the title of Ahalakochi in order 
to strengthen their influence over the 
members of the tribe, and to the minor 
chieftains he has made presents of tea and 
cloth, accompanying the gift with an 
admonition to confine their aspirations to 
the feeding of their flocks and to be careful 
to avoid getting into mischief. They one 
and all beat their heads upon the ground, 
and were loud in their praises of the Im- 
perial benevolence, their joy knowing no 
bounds. Seeing that their gratitude is 
manifestly sincere, the Memerialist ven- 
tures to suggest that the chieftain Sasan- 
polité Akopayiko, and two others should 
have the title of Ahalakochi bestowed 
upon them, and be invested by His 
Majesty with buttons of the third grade 
and the peacock’s feather.—Granted by 
Rescript. . 

September 14th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
a further donation of Ts. 50,000 to be sent 
by the Board of Revenue to the Governor 
General Li Hung-chang, for distribution 
amongst the sufferers by flood in his juris- 
diction, His Majesty being afraid that the 
grants already made will be insufficient to 
meet the distress. Should more funds still 
be required, Li Hung-chang is authorised 
to draw on the provincial treasury from 
any sums that he considers best. 

(2) A Decree ordering steps to be taken 
for the immediate capture of one Ma 
Hsing-lien, a Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, who, being under orders to be inter- 
rogated by the Buard of Punishments, was 
found to have abscunded when sent for by 
that office. 


Google 


(3) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 


submits a geturn of the duties collected by 
the Tientsin native customs during the year 
ended on the 23rd of May last. This cus- 
toms establishinent is assessed as folluws: 
Tis, 

Regular Assessment............ 40,464.0.0.0 
Porterage allowance for car- 

riage of CUpper .....e.00000008 7,692.3.1.3 
Surplus asseasmeut ..... 
Maintenauee contribution tu 

Bvards, and expenses of 

establishment..........000e00060 12,820.8,1.0. 





Total...... 

To this must be added a sup- 
plementary coutribution to 
the Imperial Household of 12,380.8.1.0 


Grand Total......103,357 9.3.3 








The present Customs Taotai has collected 
during the year under review the swum of 
Tis. 102,715, which leaves a deficit of 
Tis. 642 on the contribution to the Imperial 
Househuld. This sum he has made yvod 


Mies, 30,000 0.0.0 


90,977.1.2.3 


himself. The Memorialist gives the Cus- | 
toms Taotai yreat credit for being able : 
to show such satisfactory returns, as the : 


revenue of the native Customs at Tientsin 
is annually decreasing by reason of the 
universal employment of ‘Transit Passes, by 
native and foreign merchants alike, in the 


conveyance of foreign goods inland, a ' 
practice which benefits the foreign Customs * 


at the expense of the native. 


September 15th.—The major portion of 


this day’s Gazette is occupied with a report 
of the damage done to the buildings form- 
ing the Imperial summer retreat at Jé 
hole, and the works connected with the 
Wu-lieh river, during the recent heavy 
rains. With the exception of a short 
Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang, applying 
for permission to cashier and place upon 
his trial a certain yin ch‘t yii, or noble 
of the 9th degree, for accidently shooting 
a soldier under his command during rifle 
drill, the remainder of the 
posed of formal reports. 


issue is com- 


September 16th.—(1) A Decree directing . 


the dismissal from office of a certain 
compiler of the Han-liu Yiian, who, having 
gone into mourning for a parent at 
his native place in Chékiang, was sup- 
plied by the Governor of that province 
with 
his return to Peking. This letter was 
dated the 11th of the 4th moon, the very 
day upon which the said compiler presented 
it at the Han-lin Yuan, showing beyond 
all manner of duubt that it had been post: 


the usual letter to the Board on : 


= 
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dated.’ Besides the sentence of dismissal 
passed upon the compiler, the Magistrate 


of his District, the Financial Commissioner 


at the time, and Mei Ch‘i-chao, who was 
then Governor of the province but is now 
cashiered, are to lose one step of commuta- 
tive rank with the obligation of transfer 
to another post. An Acting Vice-President 
of the Board of Civil Office at the time is 
also punished with a similar mark of dis- 
approbation. 

(2) A Memorial from the Court of Cen- 


. sors praying His Majesty to give orders for 


the eatablistiment of a rezular office, con- 
ducted under fixed rules, to undertake the 
revision of the Hui Tien, or Collected 
Institutes of the Dynasty. This work, they 


. venture to remind His Majesty, was cum- 


wenced in the 23rd year of K‘ang Hai, and 
was revised in the 2nd year of Yung Chéng, 
the 12th year of Ch‘ien Lung and the 6th 
year of Chia Ch‘ing. Editions were pub- 
lished in the 7th year of K‘ang Hai, the 9th 
year of Yung Chéng, the 18th year of 
Ch‘ien Lung, aud the 17th year of Chia 


, Oh‘ing, showing an average of about ten 


years between the issue of each edition ; 
and om each occasion a special revision 


_ oftice was established. No record of the 


enactments and experiences of their Sacred 
Majesties, since the date of the last issue 


. quoted, that is, during four successive 


_ Teigna, has since been compiled, which led 


to an application some time since from 


’ Prince Ch'un for a revision of the whole 


' work, This was followed by a suggestion 
_ onthe part of the Grand Sceretariat that 
. orders should first be issued to all Yaméns 
in Peking, large and small, to go care- 
fully through all 
- the eighteenth year of Chia Ch‘ing, three 


their records since 


" years being allowed for the task in the 


case of the larger offices, and two for 
the smaller ones. On the completion of 
this task it was proposed to apply to His 


— Majesty to open a regular Revision Office 


for-the compilation of a new edition, and 
the scheme, having been laid before His 


: late Majesty, was approved of in the 12th 


* year of Tung Chih, 


Ten years having now 


elapsed, the lunit of time allowed tu the pub- 
* lic offices for setting their papers in order has 


expired several times over, and it is only in 


- #ome instances that these offices have com- 


piled lists of their statutes and regulations, 
Unless therefore, an office be established 


‘ for the special charge of this matter, the 
“ Memorialists see no possiblity of bringing 


the work to a completion. When the ad- 
Visability of establishing an institution of 


: thia description was suggested in the reign 
of Chia Ch‘ing, it was at the same time 
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pointed out to His Majesty that the “ Col- 
lected Institutes”? was a work by which 
the Court was bound in its conduct of 
affairs of state, and that, as the edition then 
in use was dated fifty years before, some 
measures should be enforced to secure 
promptitude in the compilation of a second 
one. On the present occasion, the time 
that has to be reviewed extends over 
a period of more than sixty years, and 
the selection or rejection of matter for 
publication will, necessarily, be a more 
difficult task than it was with the revisions 
of Ch‘ien Lung and Chia Ch‘ing. So far 
it has not been decided whois to be en- 
trusted with the general supervision of the 
work of revision, or even where the re- 
vision office is to stand, and meanwhile 
archives and papers accumulate from day 
to day, which must unavoidably get scat- 
tered and lost, whilst the perfunctory spirit 
that these delays engender must inevitably 
lead to mistakes and omissions when the 
revision actually does take place. In con- 
clusion the Memorialists would pray His 
Majesty to call upon the Grand Secretaries 
and nine Chief Ministries of State -to as- 
semble once more in Council, and appoint 
a Director-General of a Revision Office and 
deputy with the necessary staff, who shall 
be instructed to consider rules under which 
the institution is te be conducted. For 
Decree see Gazette of 3rd September. 
September 17th.—(1) The Governor- 
General of Szechuen reports that he has 
succeeded in abolishing a fertile source of 
oppression and extortion that has existed 
in the province since the early years of the 
reign of T‘ung Chih under the name of Fu 
Ma Chii, or oftices for the supply of mes- 
sengers and horses fur the public service, 
These institutions were a necessity during 
the period of rebellion in Szechuen and 
the adjoining provinces, in order to meet 
the demands for transport and conveyance 
of messuges, which could ouly be supplied 
by fo ced levies of services or money from 
the people. With the cessation of mili- 
tary operations these institutions should 
have been abolished ; but the officials 
found them so convenient a source for 
supplying funds to meet their social ex- 
igencies and private wants, the gentry in 
char.e of them also making a rich harvest 
out of the unfortunate people, many of 
whom had to pay three and four times 
the authorised amount of charges, that 
they were very loth to part with their 
perquisites, though efforts were made to re- 
duce the tax by the Governor-General. 
This was the state of things when the 
Memorialist came to the province six years 
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ago. Oomplaints of extortion on the part 
of the Fu Ma Chti were continually being 
made, and the grievance under which 
the people lay so excited his compassion, 
that he ordered the total abolition of 
the institution, making a partial exception 
in favour of certain main routes to the 
provincial capital from the north and south, 
and on the high road to Thibet. On these 
lines of travel he only permitted a very large 
reduction of the levy that was formerly 
made, and he has satisfied himself that the 
prohibition in other parts of the province 
has been obeyed, by sending secret agents 
to seo. Fearing lest, in the lapse of time, 
this institution should again be revived by 
the officials and gentry, on one pretext or 
another, the Memorialist would humbly 
suggest the expediency of giving permanent 
effect to the prohibition now in force by 
ordering the Board to place the fact on 
record, making the levy of any such impost 
by the local official a punishable offence, 
and also holding the Governor-General and 
Financial Commissioner responsible as well. 
—Rescript : Let the Board concerned take 
note. 

(2) The Governor of Shéng Ching reports 
the conclusion of the usual summer patrol 
of the Corean frontier, for the purpose of 
ejecting squatters. As the regulation pro- 
vides that of the four patrols annually 
made, two, viz: the summer and autumn 
one, shall be conducted in concert with 
Corean officials, the Memorialist on the 
present occasion wrote to the Board of 
Ceremonies at Moukden asking them to 
communicate with the King of Corea and 
eall upon him to send an officer to join the 
Chinese official in the survey, which was 
held on the Sth of June. The Oorean 
official at the conclusion of the inspection 
handed to the Chinese authority, a Lieu- 
tenant in charge of the garrison at Yi-chou, 
a written acknowledgment of the tranquil- 
lity of the frontier, stamped with an ofticial 
seal. 

September 18th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Chi Ho and Yung Té, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, and Deputy Lieutenant Governor of 
Chahar, reporting the results of a tour 
which the latter officer has recently made 
through the postal routes under their com- 
mand, in order to relieve the blocks that 
have occurred at different points along the 
line, by reason of the loss of all the animals 
from starvation, and also to take supplies 
to the starving people. In response to an 
appeal for aid earlier made, His Majesty 
was pleased to order a grant to be made 
. to the Memorialists. From different 
sources of a total sum of Tls. 150,000, 
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all of which has come to hand. In the 
middle of last month the Memorialist 
Yung Té started on his tour. 
care was to relieve the block that had 
occurred, and this he accomplished by 
sending forward 200 animals that he drafted 
from the Shang-tu herds. The accumula- 
tion of caravans at different points being 
cleared off by the aid of this relay of beasts 
of burden, he next proceeded to visit 
each station in succession. At the twelve 
stations comprised within the Ch‘a-har 
and Dolonor (?) sections he found the grass 
in a flourishing condition, and business 
going on much as usual, so that no relief- 
grant was required. On passing into the 
Burut, Mohoerhka-shun, and Chaierh- 
maka sections, things were not so flourish- 
ing; at thirteen stations, though a oer- 
tain number of animals had died, the 


country had not been deserted, and relief ; 


His first - 


to a limited extent only was given; but at | 


thirteen other stations, the names of which 
he gives, the distress was very keen. Rain 
had fallen in the 6th and 7th moons, but 
not in sufficient quantity to saturate the 


ground, and it is hopeless to expect 4 / 


revival of vegetation. In places where the 
drought was most severe not a single 


animal has survived, and the people on | 


the station, men and women, old and 


young, were reduced to mere skeletions, . 


with just sufficient vitality left to tell a 
piteous tale of ravenous hunger and want. 


The Memorialist made a judicious dis- 


tribution amongst them of a portion 
of the money and grain he had with him, 
te their immense solace and delight. The 
whole of this region, far and wide, 
was perfectly bare for hundreds of li, 
and the Mongols in the vicinity had either 
died or left, the only people remaining 
being the residents at the stations, with 
the officers and soldiers posted there. 
These vary in number from something over 
a hundred souls to sixty or seventy, at 
each station, and lists were made out and 
verified by the Memorialist Yung Té, with 
a view to a further issue of relief later 
on. 


The officers in command of stations © 


were instructed to use their best endea- : 
vours from time to time to induce the | 


Mongols who had abandoned the couutry to 
come back, strengthening their arguments 
by a promise of speedy relief to any who 
might apply for alms. The Memorialist 
Yung Té returned to Kalgan on the 17th 
August, and was miuutely interrogated by 
the Memorialist Chi Ho, when they decided 
to purchase over a thousand piculs of grain, 
and sent it with all promptitude to those 
stations in need of relief. Officers have 
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been sent out to purchase some 500 camels 
aud 500 horses, with saddles and other 
necessary gear. These will be brought to 
Kalgan, and after they have been persunally 
inspected by the Memorialists will be 
branded and distributed over. the line. 
They have further issued funds for the 
purchase of four service-tents for each 
station, complaints having been made that 
when accommodation is insufficient for those 
passing through on service they take forcible 
possession of the tents of the Mongol 
soldiers, the result being that no Mongols 
venture to encamp near a station. Re- 
’ turns of expenditure will be furnished at a 
later date. (See Gazette of July 3ist). 

September 19th.—Ting Pao-chén, Go- 
vernor-General of Szechuen, reports that, 
in accordance with the provisions of regula- 
tions laid down last year by the Board of 
Revenue, calling upon all high authorities 
in whose province arsenals are established 
to report the purchase of additional machin- 
ery and gear before it is made, he has sent 
an officer to Shanghai to buy certain neces- 
sary articles and ingredients for the Sze- 
chuen Arsenal, to wit, water for hardening 
ateel, with foreign rasps and foreign iron, 
as per list submitted. Rescript: It is 
noted, 

The only other papers worthy of record 
in this day’s issue are Memorials from the 
various departments charged with the Go- 
vernment of Peking applying for grants to 
the gruel kitchens and warm refuges in 
different parts of the city. For decrees 
granting these applications see Gazette of 
September 18th. 

September 20th.—(1) A Decree peremp- 
torily enunciating afresh the prohibition 
issued in the nineteenth year of Tao Kuang 
against the hearing of lawsuits by officials 
coming within the category of tso tsa, or 
petty officers. This prohibition, which is 
re-published at the instance of the Censor 
Wang Lin-hsiang, is ordered to be cut in 
stone by every Department and District 
Magistrate, and to remain in perpetual 
force. 

(2) A Decree appointing Wang Lin-hsiang, 
the Censor whose name is mentioned above, 
to the post of prefect of Hsii-chou Fu in 
Szechuen. 


(3) En Lin (9 $f) is appointed Su- 
perintendent of the Huai-an Customs. 

(4) A Memorial from Liu Ping-chang, 
Governor of Chékiang, reporting the dam- 
age done to the low-lying country inside 
the sea walls by a typhoon accompanied by 
an abnormally high tide. The Memorialist 
has earlier reported the unsatisfactory state 
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of the silk yield, owing to the excess of 
rain in early spring. Since the commence- 
ment of summer, the rainfall has been 
more seasonably moderate ; indeed, during 
the latter half of the 6th moon the high 
lying lands were in some need of moisture. 
During the night of the 4th of Augusta 
heavy yale sprang up accompanied by furi- 
ous rain, which continued without any 
intermission of violence until the 6th. 
No great damage was done in the in- 
ner circle of country protected by the 
sea-wall (at Hangchow ?), but boats were 
upset in the Ch‘ien-t‘ang river, and re- 
ports of disaster shortly came in from 
outlying Departments and Districts. At 
Hai-ning Chou, several breaches were made 
in the sea-wall, and a large proportion of 
land under cultivation and houses were 
submerged and flooded. At Hai-yén 
Hsien, some hundred feet and more of 
a stone embankment were washed away, 
and a vast expanse of country flooded 
with salt water, the people being obliged 
to run for their lives, and several children 
being drowned. From the Prefect of Ning- 
po come reports that the same gale caused 
similar havoc in Yin Hsien and the districts 
of Chén-hai, Tzti-chi, Féng-hua and Hsiang- 
shan, where people were also drowned. 
In reporting the despatch of special agents 
to every place to ascertain the extent of 
the damage, and consider measures of 
reparation, the Memorialist adds that a 
similar catastrophe has not been known for 
some score or so of years. The mischief 
is, it is true, confined to a narrow strip of 
country in the corner of the province, but 
its occupants, who are of the poorest class, 
and not much addicted to putting money 
by, will be sorely distressed at the loss of 
their homes and food-supply, and some- 
thing will have to be done for them to 
prevent their straying away. He pro- 
poses therefore to employ them in the 
repair of the embankments, which is a 
necessary undertaking, thus avoiding 
any special issue of gratuitous relief. He 
begs to add that the harvest looks pro- 
mising in the Hangchow, Huchow, and 
Chia-hsing prefectures, while in the eastern 
portions of the province the sickle has just 
been put to the early rice crop, and the 
prospects of the autumn harvest give no 
cause for apprehension. The cotton crop of 
the sandy flats along the coast, on the other 
hand, is completely ruined, and the loss 
of so important a staple will certainly affect 
the price of grain all over the province.— 
Rescript : We have heard of these disasters 
in the Maritime Departments and Districts 
of Chékiang with much concern. Let funds 
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at once be raised for the repair of the em- 
bankments, and should any issue of relief 
be found necessary upon enquiry, let action 
be taken accordingly. 

September 21st.—(1) A Memorial from 
Ch‘ing An, Military Governor at K‘obdo. 
He reports that one Kunpuchapu, Captain 
of the Right Wing of the Turbet League 
of the Kalmucks, recently announced that 
Ishitanpa, a Lamaist prior attached to 
his League, was desirous of proceeding 
with five black Lamas to the temple of 
Kunpumu in the jurisdiction of Hsi-ning to 
make obeisance to Buddha. He accordingly 
applied for a passport for the prior and his 
companions. The Memorialist found, on 
reference to the archives, that there isa 
rule to the effect that when: Mongols or 
others apply for permission to go to Hai- 
ning to make obeisance to Buddha, the 
matter has tu be reported to the Throne, 
and a passport issued at the same time to the 


applicants permitting them to visit such 


places as they name. The application now 
made by Ishitanpa of the Turbet League for 
permission for himself and others to go to 
Hsi-ning to make obeisance being in ac- 
cordance with precedents already estab- 
lished, the Memorialist has complied with 
their request, and has drawn up a passport 
authorising them to go and return, which 
passport he has ordered to be handed over 
to Kunputapu, Captain of the said League, 
to be given to the aforesaid Lama Ishitanpa, 
that le may go to Hsi-ning to do obeisance 
to Buddha, He has been directed to return 
at once upon completion of his mission, with- 
out indulging in any riotous proceedings 
upon the road, The Memorialist has fur- 
ther written to the Imperial Commissioner 
at Hsi-ning and the high authorities along 
the line of route informing them of the 
issue of this passport. 

September 22ud.—{1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report from Yén 
Ching-ming, the high officer recently 
appointed to investiyate certain charges 
brought by Chang P‘ei-lun against Ch‘én 
Pao-ch‘ien, late Judge of Chékiang recently 
degraded, that officer having loudly pro- 
tested against the accusations made against 
him, and demanded an ofticial enquiry. 
Yén Ching-ming now reports that every 
Board Secretary at present in Peking who 
was engaged in the investigations involving 
the credit of the said Provincial Judge 
denies having had any intercourse with 
him during his recent visit to the metro- 
polis. Uuder these circumstances the ac- 
cusation is to be allowed to drop. 

(2) A Memorial from the above officer, 
Ch‘én Pao-ch‘ien, reporting that he has 
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given up the seals of office in obedience to 
the Imperial command depriving him of 
office aud reducing him three grades of 
commutative rank. On receipt of the 
decree announcing this sentence, which was 
communicated to him by the Governor, the 
Memorialist reverently prepared the in- 
cense table, and having prostrated himeelf 
before it in thanks for the- Imperial bounty, 
he relinquished his post. While tearfully 
grateful to His Majesty for sparing him the 
infliction of a heavier penalty for his stupi- 
dity in coming to a decision iu the case of 
Wang Shu-wén, which, after two hearings by 
himself and his provincial colleagues, was 
objected to by the Board of Punishments, 
he indignantly repudiates the insinuations 
of the Censur Chang P‘ei-lun put forward 


in a Memorial published in a recent copy 


of the Gazette. In this Memorial he is 
accused of having hauuted the houses of 
the officers charged with the investigation 
of this case when recently in Peking, and 
doing his best to get them to cloak his 
shortcomings, regardless of the remarks 
that such conduct provoked. This attack 
upon the credit of a single individual such 
as the Memorialist would iu itself be « 
trifling matter did it not point to abuses 
that involves issues of great moment to the 
Courtitself. Hence the Memorialist cannot 
bear to endure the charge in silence. He 
denies having visited on any occasion any 
officer engaged in the investigation of this 
case, and so careful was he to avoid giving 
cause for comment that he refrained from 
going to see the Secretaries of the Antumn 
Assize Department of the Board of Punish- 
ments, as is usual for Judges when visiting 
Peking. With the exception of a formal 
visit to the Members of the Grand Council, 
the Memorialist had no intercourse with 
officers of the different yaméus, nor was he 
forward in receiving the visits even of 
Peking officials who were fellow-country- 
men of his own. As an instance of the 
care he tovk, he would remark that when 
Chang P‘ei-lun’s wife’s uncle, who lives 
with Chang P‘ei-lun, came to call upon 
him, he returned a card by the hand of a 
messenger, and did not even extend this 
civility to Chang P‘ei-lun. The Memoria- 
list would humbly pray His Majesty to 
have this charge investigated by an officer 
in whom he has confidence, and also to 
have the visitors’ books of the officers 
whose doors he was supposed to haunt 
carefully inspected. Should it be found 
that he ever went. once to the door of 
any such oflicer, or left a card upon any 
single one of them, he will admit that the 
accusations of Chang P‘ei-lun had sufficient 
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foundation to warrant their being brought 
forward, and he will solicit the bestowal 
upon himself of a severe form of penalty, 
asa warning to any who would similarly 
becloud their consciences and act with 
tricky deceitfulness. 

September 23rd.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

September 24th.—(1) A Decree authoris- 


ing provincial high authorities to apply for . 


permission to send to the Board for pre- 
sentation to the Throne any officer who 
shall be able to reverse a judgment given 
in a lower Court upon any capital offence. 
This order is issued at the instance of a 
Sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, who 
urges that if a wrong judgment in such 
cases entails heavy penalties upon the judi- 
cial officer, by a parity of reasoning the 
merits of a revising judge who is able to 
reverse @ judgment condemning an inno- 
cent person to death is deserving-of some 
recognition. 

(2) A Memorial from one Yén Mao, Sub- 
Director of one of the Minor Courts, who 
ventures tu draw His Majesty’s attention 
to two matters upon which he conceives 
reforms are urgently required. The first 
is the general laxity that characterises the 
manner in which issues involving life aud 
death are treated by proviucial authorities. 
Thia is evidenced by such cases as the 
Tung-hsiang riots in Szechuen, the case 
known as the San P‘ai-lou «affair, and that 
of Wang Shu-wén, all of which have been 
referred to in reports published in the 
Gazette. Although in the cases above re- 
ferred to Special Commissioners were sent 
to investigate the circumstances, and many 
judgments were reversed, the dead can 
never be brought tu life ayain, nor those 
wrongfully cut off be restored. The above 
are cases which have been exposed, but the 
number of those who have been unable to 
proclaim their wrongs, and in another 
world bemoan injustices buried deep in the 
regions of oblivion, it is impossible ever to 
kuow. It may be that wrongs such as 
these have a baneful effect upon the har- 
mony of the heavenly influences, and call 
down national disaster. As a remedy for 
the evil, the Memorialist would suggest that 
permission should be accorded to provin- 
cial authorities to change a finding already 
reported to the Throne should an error of 
judgment be found later to have been com- 
mitted, without the infliction of a penalty 
upon the officers responsible for the error. 
Also, that if any high officer be convicted, 
on the denunciation of a third party, of 
refusing to reverse an unjust judyment, 
he shall be dealt with for fraudulent 
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conduct. The secoud abuse to which he 
would draw attention is the laxity and 
perfunctoriness that characterise the treat- 
ment of appeal cases sent down from Pek- 
ing. Many of these drag on for years, 
and some unfortunate individuals have 
been kept in prison for over twenty years 
waiting to be confronted with some party 
still at large. Some people attribute the 
protraction of these cases to complica- 
tions caused by the building up of false 
evidence, that grows as time proceeds, but 
while admitting this as a partial excuse, 
the Memorialist is inclined to attribute 
the delay in part to other causes, such ag 
favouritism and partiality. He would sug- 
gest,asa remedy, that the Grand Council be 
called upon to furnish a return of all cases 
appealed to Peking during recent years, 
the final settlement of which has not yet 
been reported, and that a limit of time be 
rigorously fixed within which they are to 
be settled. ‘he same method should be 
also be applied to future cases that may 


arise. (For Decree see Gazette of 24th 
September.) 

September 25th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


September 26th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging a Memorial from a Censor, who 
alleges that acts uf extortion are practised 
by grain tax collectors in Chien-ch‘ang Fu, 
Chi-an Fu, and other prefectures in Kiang- 
si. He states that these individuals are in 
the habit of exacting payments in cash over 
and above the amount of grain that each 
farmer’s land is assessed at, aud that they 
compel the more substantial farmers to 
guarantee payment of arrears due by any 
bearing the same name as themselves, or, 
in some instances, the arrears of whole 





villages. In lawsuits, he adda, the litigants 
are frequently both squeezed by the clerks. 
and runners, and a case of homicide is the 
signal for wholesale extortion of fees fur 
inquests and the like. ‘he Governor of 
the province concerned is to see that these 
abuses are put a stop to and the perpe- 
trators punished, provincial high authorities. 
generally being warned to lvok to it that 
similar irregularities do not occur in their 
respective jurisdictions. 

(2) A Decree ordering the Literary Chan- 
cellor of Kueichow to vacate his post and 
remain in the province pendiny the investi- 
gation of certain charges brought against. 
him in the first instance by a Censor, and 
to a certain extent corruborated by the 
Governor, to whom they were referred. 

(3) A Decree authorising the establish- 
ment of six additional relief kitchens at 
! places iu the environs uf the metropolis, to 
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which a grant of ten thousand piculs of rice 
is made. They are to be opened on the 
15th of the 9th moon. 

(4) A Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
giving details of the breaches in the banks 
of the Yung-ting Ho, or Grand Canal, at 
the close of the month of August. As the 
sections in which these breaches occurred 
are mentioned simply by number, the 
Memorial would require the aid of a plan 
to decipher the localities referred to. At 
the close of his report, he explains that 
this river, the bed of which, being raised 
continually by silt and embankments, must 
ever be asource of danger, would need to be 
dealt with in a manner that would entail 
vast expense, and be unpopular amongat 
the people interested, in order to render 
it safe. Under the circumstances, there 
is nothing for it but to go on in the old 
way year after year, patching here and 
repairing there, paring down dangerous 
bends at one place and @redging sand- 
banks at another. These precautions have 
been enough to meet the pressure of normal 
years, and the banks have stood siuce 
1877 ; but with astrain like that of the pre- 
sent autumn freshet, the like of which has 
not been known for scores of years, human 
effort was powerless to cope. Be that as it 
may, the officers concerned cannot divest 
themselves of responsibility for the accident, 
and the Memorialist would request that 
penalties may be inflicted upon them and 
himself.—(See Gazette of September 6th.) 

September 27th.—(1) The Governor of 
Chékiang reports the despatch uf the second 
instalment of the subsidy due to Peking 
upon salt. The salt revenue of the pro- 
vince is taxed to the extent of Tls. 220,000 
for the Board of Revenue, and Tis. 50,000 
for the Imperial Household. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li, and the Governor and Governor 
Adjoint of Féug-t‘ien, submitting a code of 

_Yregulations they have drawn up for the 
conduct of the frontier trade with Corea. 
In submitting these regulations for His 
Majesty’s approval, the Memorialists enter 
at some length into the history of the cir- 
cumstances under which they have heen 
compiled. They state that Li Hung-chang 
having last year drawn up regulations for 
the conduct of maritime and land trade 
with Corea, in obedience to Imperial com- 
mand, these regulations were referred to a 
high committee composed of the members 
of Tsungli Yamén and the Board of 
Ceremonies, aud a report having been 
furnished by this committee to His 
Majesty, of which he was pleased to 
approve, copies of the Memorials and 
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rules, the latter being eight in number, 
were forwarded to the Governor and Go- 
vernor Adjoint of Féng-t‘ien. They in 
turn suggested to His Majesty that in view 
of the fact that land trade with Corea was 
in future to be allowed at all times, instead 
of, as before, being restricted to certain 
seasons, permanent Customs stations ought 
to be established, and conditions of trade 
laid down. These suggestions having met 
with His Majesty’s approval, the Tsungli 
Yamén and Governor General Li entered 
into correspondence with the King of Corea, 
whom they requested to depute an agent 
to meet a representative of the Chinese 
Government at a point ona river known as 


the Chung Chiang (FRY) presumably 


the boundary of the two countries, to select 
sites fur Customs stations and arrange con- 
ditions of trade. The representative of 
the Coreau Government, by name Yii Yun- 
chang, having arrived at the boundary iu 
the month of March last, was there met by 
Ch‘én Pén-chih, ‘Taotai of the circuit 
known as the ‘ung Pien Tao, the agent 
selected by the Governor and Governor 
Adjoint of Feng-t‘ien, to whom the choice 
of a representative was left. These two 
officers went over the ground together, and 
selected sites for Customs stations, drawing 
up a code of rules twenty-four in number for 
the regulation of the trade, which were 
submitted to the Governor and Governor 
Adjoint, who, after careful consideration 
of them, referred them them to the Gov- 
ernor-General Li Hung-chang. This officer’s 
views upon the subject being in accordance 
with their own, the three Memorialists 
submit those rules to His Majesty’s with 
request that they may be referred to the 
Tsung-li Yaméu and the Board of Ceremo- 
nies for consideration, with instructions 
to report upon them, and, if they approve, 
to request that they be given effect to.— 
Let the Departments concerned deliberate 
and report. 

(3) In a Postscript Memorial, the same 
officers suggest that the altered conditions 
of frontier trade require a modification of 
the system under which the Customs 
establishment on the Corean frontier has 
hitherto been conducted. Uuder the old 
arrangement, a Secretary of one of the 
Boards at Moukden held the post of 
Superintendent of Customs on the Corean 
frontier, and was under an obligation to 
pay over to the Government annually the 
sum of Tis. 3,370, minus Tis. 200 which 
he was allowed for maintenance. Under 
the new arrangement, the duties of the 
Superintendent of Cu atoms will be con- 
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siderably increased, and the Memorialists 
would propose that the post be held in 
future by the Taotai of the Eastern Fron- 
tier, As regards the revenue at which this 
Customs has been assessed, the removal 
last autumn of the restrictions upon mari- 
time trade with Corea, and the new arrange- 
ments under which land trade is conducted, 
have already caused a sensible diminution 
in the briskness of the latter ; so much 
80, that there are some doubts as to the 
possibility of the Superintendent being 
able to return his quota of revenue for the 
present period. It is now suggested that 
this revenue be no longer assessed at a 
given sum, but that the Superintendent be 
called upon to remit all that he collects. 
Should his collections fall short of, or only 
just amount to, the assessment at which 
the establishment has hitherto been rated, 
he will as, heretofore, pay the whole sum 
over to the Board; but any surplus that he 
may possibly have should be applied to 
the maintenance of the increased military 
establishment that the new order of things 
entails.—Referred by Rescript to the Board 
of Revenue. 

September 28th.—(1) The following ap- 
pointments are announced : 


Ho Chin-shén FLPS HH) General of 


the I-ch‘ang Division, Hupei. 


Chang Shu-p‘ing (ast i) General of 


the Ta-t‘ung Division, Shansi, the present 
incumbent being allowed to retire. 


Ho Ming-kao (fog es Fey), General of 
the T‘ai-yuan Division, Shansi. 

September 29th.—(1) The Governor of 
Urumtsi makes an application for the re- 
prieve of a soldier and non-commissioned 
officer who were banished to Urumtsi from 
Moukden some years ago for breaking bar- 
racks and gambling. Since their arrival 
on the station, they have shown a proper 
sense of shame and contrition for their 
misdeeds, and have done useful service 
with the troops sent to garrison the frontier 
passes. —Referred to the Board concerned. 

(2) A similar application is made by the 
same Memorialist on behalf of an Assistant 
Magistrate, who having been dismissed by 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang for high-handed and im- 
proper behaviour, joined the Memorialist’s 
camp as a volunteer. During the several 
years he has been under the observation of 
the Memorialist he has shown, by his di- 
ligence in the cunduct of public business, a 
proper sense of contrition for his former 
shortcomings, while in his exploits with 
the troops in raids against banditti he has 
displayed more than ordinary energy and 
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activity. The Memorialist would venture 
to suggest, therefore, that his original rank 
of Assistant Magistrate be restored to this 
individual.—Referred to the Board. 

September 30th.—(1) A Decree in answer 
to a protest from the Censor Téng Ch‘éng- 
hsiu, who objects to the application recent- 
ly made for permission to have oflicial 
sacrificial honours paid to Ma Shéng-wu, 
formerly Magistrate of Tientsin, recently 
deceased. The decree points out that 
official sacrificial observances to the dead 
are a recognition of public merits, which 
should be numerous and conspicuous to 
deserve such an honour, or of an adminis- 
tration that the people look back to with 
affectionate reminiscences. No applications 
for honours of this nature must in future 
be made until the officer submitting the 
application has satisfied himself of the 
validity of the claims of the deceased to 
such honours, while the Board of Cere- 
monies will be careful to consider such 
applications carefully before assenting or 
objecting to them, as the case may be. 
They will also consider the special case of 
Ma Shéng-wu, to whose admittance to the 
list of canonised worthies the Censor above- 
named objects. 

(2) A Memorial from the Grand Secretary 
Pao-yiin and other high officers asking that 
special orders be issued for the arrest of 
one Ma Haing-lien, a clerk in the Grand 
Secretariat, who, having been under orders 
to present himself at the Board of Punish- 
ments when called upon, to be tried on the 
charge of personating another individual at 
an examination for the office of Instructors 
to the Sons of Imperial Clansmen, has 
incontinently absconded. References to 
this case will be found in the Gazettes of 
31st August, and 7th September. The re- 
mainder of this day’s issue is occupied with 
(3) a long account of the trial and sentence 
of certain individuals guilty of a bank rob- 
bery in Anhui, and the murder of the pro- 
prietor ; (4) announcements from T‘u 
Tsung-ying, late Governor-General of the 
Hu-kuang Provinces, that he has given 
ower charge to his temporary successor 
Pien Pao-ti ; and (5) from the latter officer 
that he has taken possession of the seals of 
office. 

October 1st.—(1) The major part of this 
day’s issue is occupied with a Memorial 
from the Governor of Shantung reporting 
the result of his investigations into certain 
charges made by a denunciator whose name 
was withheld in the decree announcing 
them, against Fang Yu-i, Taotai of the 
Téng, Lai, Ch‘ing, Circuit, who resides at 
Chetoo, The Memorialist considered that 
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the best means of ascertaining the truth or 
falsity of these charges would be by secret 
enquiry on the spot. He accordingly 
directed an official agent to visit Chefoo 
anonymously, and make private enquiries 
into the character and conduct of the ‘T'avtai. 
The officer's report is now before the 
Memorialist, who proceeds to consider 
categorically the charges brought against 
the Taotai. The first accusation against 
him is that he is a man of low tastes and 
instincts ; that he had questionable rela- 
tions while in Peking with one Chang Ho- 
hsuan, and that this Chang, who had fol- 
lowed him to Chefoo, was referred to in 
all his official transactions, to such an ex- 
tent that it became an open scandal, and 
Chang was known as the ‘second ‘l'aotai*” 
Chang further took up his abode in the 
Taotai’s yamen, wore a button of the 4th 
grade which the Taotai had bought for him, 
and was carried about in a chair with 
four bearers escorted by a guard of the 
foreign brigade. Enquiry elicited a uni- 
versal denial of these statements as to the 
assumption of airs and dignities by the 
said Chang. There was a Chang, a relative 
of the Taotai by marriage, who came to sve 
him at Yen-t‘ai after he had taken up his 
appointment, and stayed some months 
with him. He held a button of the 4th 
rank, and in ignorance of the official eti- 
quette, did, the first time he came to the 
Yamen, engage a chair with four bearers ; 
but the Tavtai put a stop to this parade 
directly he heard of it, and Chang was 
never escorted by a guard of honour; he 
never interfered in public business, nor 
did the Taotai buy him a button. It 
was further charged against Chang that 
every one of the thirty-eight weiyuen 
employed in the Chefoo Customs was a 
nominee of Chang, who had sold the posts. 
Now, in the first place, there are only 
twenty-four weiyuwen employed at the (Che- 
foo) Customs, and every one of these was 
selected by the ‘laotai, and the appoint- 
ment reported to the Financial Commis- 
sioner. ‘lhe Taotai was further charged 
with opening a smelting establishment for 
silver at Yen-t‘ai, in partnership with a 
Chinese called Hsia; and it was alleged 
that the Customs revenues were lent to 
merchants at monthly interest, and when 
called in for remittance to the Government, 
any delays in payment of principal and 
interest were punished by further exactions, 
which had caused the bankruptcy of several 
establishments the names of which were 
given. ‘These transactions, again, it was 
said, were conducted through the agency 
of the aforesaid Chang. 
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Careful enquiry | 


amongst the shopkeepers and merchants 
could elicit no further foundation for this 
charge than that a smelting furnace was, in 
accordance with usage and the sanction of 
the Board, maintained at the Customs, 
to melt the silver paid as duty into ingots 
of certain size, the so called partner Hala 
being an assistant of the man in charge of 
the furnace. The only connection that 
Chang had with this operation was that he 
would occasionally come and watch the 
process out of curiosity. The money when 
melted was deposited in the treasury, and 
there is no warrant for the accusation that 
it was lent out at interest. Lastly, 
the ‘aotai was charged with allowing 
foreign tide-waiters and his own runners 
to detain people, to their great incon- 
venience, and extort moneys from them, 
such trifling articles as shoes and wearing 
apparel being charged with duty on pain 
of confiscation, the confiscations being 
divided amongst the tidewaiters and run- 
ners. An instance is quoted in which some 
ten or more chii jen, going to Peking to be 
examined, were treated with great indignity 
by the Customs runners, who vexatiously 
searched their bagyage and made them pay 
all sorts uf squeezes, To these things, the 
accuser went on to say, the Tavtai gave no 
heed, but spent his days in gambling with 
Chang and a mixed company of boon com- 
panions. The Governor explains the origin 
of the circumstances which yave rise to this 
charge against the Customs executive. A 
certain number of people had been making a 
practice of systematically defrauding the 
Customs at Chefoo, and it became necessary 
for the Taotai and Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, acting under his orders, to cause a 
sharp lookout to be kept against smug- 
yling, action being taken in accordance with 
the peculiar circumstances of each case that 
was detected.  Contiscated goods were 
dealt with in the manner laid down by 
rule ; thatis, four tenths were given to the 
Commissioner of Customs, three tenths to 
the Customs Taotai, and the remaining 
three tenths were sent to the Tsunyll 
Yamén. Silk and cotton garments in 
quantities of a hundred catties and 
shoes by the hundred pair are dutiable 
articles by the Tariff, and no irregularities 
have as yet been committed by the Com- 
missioner of Customs in his administration 
of the foreign branch of that establishment, 
while the frequent supervision that is exer- 
cised by weiyiian of the Taotai, goes fur- 
ther to prove that there is no extortion or 
vexatious interference indulged in, The 
chit jén to whom the denunciator referred, 
started from Yén-t‘ai with a large amount 
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of baggage in which were found over 140 
catties weight of new clothes, more than 
700 pairs of shoes, and over 200 pairs of 
stockings, which they had not reported for 
duty. They objected to their baggage 
bring searched, and treated the tidewaiter 
to such abusive language that the Taotai 
had to sent a weiywan to suppress them. 
In conclusion, the Governor gives the Tao- 
taia good character for honesty and sim- 
plicity of demeanour, but, though each 
and every charge is disproved against him, 
he none the less recommends that he 
shall be committed to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty in considera- 
tion of his carelessness in not being able to 
prevent the quarrel between the chi jén 
and tidewaiters above referred to. Chang 
Ho-hsiian, though he has not been to Chefoo 
for some years, and the allegations against 
him have not been proved, did without 
doubt give cause for remark by riding in a 
four-bearer chair. It is therefore sugyested 
that he be deprived of his peacock’s feather 
and brevet rank of Prefect. —Rescript : Let 
it be as requested. The Board concerned 
will take note, 

October 2nd.—(1) A Memorial from Yu 
Po-ch‘uan and the Governor of Shantung 
reporting further disasters from the burst- 
ing of the embankments of the Yellow 
River. The heavy rains which fell during 
the latter half of the month of August 
caused an increase of water in the river, 
which, being auymented by sudden descents 
of mountain torrents, rose, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chi-nan Fu and its vicinity, to 
a height of nearly two feet more than the 
range of the autumn freshet. Fortunately 
the measures of precaution taken by the 
Memorialists prevented the flooding of those 
districts which had already suffered during 
the summer freshets, but sudden pressure 
of the water npon four or five old breaches 
inthe Li-ch‘ény District, where the earth 
had not yet been firmly rammed down, was 
more than they could stand, and the result 
is that this District is once more submerged. 
The people, who have just had relief dis- 
tributed to them, were fortunately able to 
retreat before the flood without loss of life. 
Fifteen villayes in Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien 
have also been submerged by the water 
overtopping the embankments. They have 
further to report that the people of the 
Chang-ch ‘iu District, alarmed for the safety 
of their own embankment, went in an 
armed body into the Chi-‘tung District and 
cut through the embankment at a place 
called Chang Chia Lin, thereby saving their 
own District but turning the country east- 


water, the District town being two or three 
feet deep in water, and a portion of the 
wall having fallen down. Otlicers were at 
once sent to maintain order, but the 
Memorialists, distressed and vexed as they 
are at this selfish and destructive act on 
the part of the Chang-ch‘iu people, have 
not the heart to punish them for sacrificing 
others, in their desperation, to secure the 
safety of their own interests, although by 
this act four whole Districts have suifered. 
They purpose therefore to content them- 
selves with the arrest and punishment of 
the ringleaders. In conclusion, they ex- 
press grave doubts whether their troubles 
are yet over, as the rain continues at the 
time of writing, and the autumn freshet is 
yet before them. 

October 3rd.—({1) A Postscript Memorial 
from Yu Po-ch‘uan and the Governor of 
Shautung submitting returns of contribu- 
tions forwarded and subscriptions raised 
for the relief of the sufferers by flood, which 
have come under their notice. The figures 
given are as follows :— 


Tis. 
Subscriptions from the officials 
Of the Province ..scccccserreeeee 53,000 
By the gentry of the province... 4,000 
Governor-General, Szechuen ... 20,200 
Do. Do. ov. 6,000 
Governor of Shansi scores 52,300 
Acting Governor of Honan ...... 10,330 
Director General Yellow River.. 1,000 
Taotai at Wuhu cisccosssrsesscreoeee 1,000 
Subscribed by gentry of Ché- 
kieng, Fuhkien, and Kuang- 
tuny, and distributed by their 
OWN AGONEB seesccseseerseseeveeses 63,000 





Total, with fractions, about... 221,000 
All contributors below the rank of Taotai 
will be dealt with collectively when marks 
of approval are sought for them, but the 
Memorialists cannot refrain from calling 
His Majesty’s special attention to such 
donations as Tis. 3,000 from his private 
purse by Ting Pao-chén, Tls. 2,000 from 
Chang Chih-tung, and Tls. 1,000 from 
Chiing Yi; the Governor of Honan did 
not mention the amount of his private 
donation. In the letters accompanying 
their remittances these high oflicers stated 
that they had dissociated themselves from 
their statf, so the Memorialist must leave 
their claims to some form of reward, with 
that of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, who forwarded 
last winter Tis. 21,000 and 15,000 wadded 
coats, to the consideration of His Majesty. 
| —Reseript : Ting Pao-chéng and Chang 





ward of them into one vast expanse of | Chih-tung have already had marks of 
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favour bestowed upon them. Let Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang, Ch‘ing Yii and Ch‘éng Fou, 
be committed to the Board for the bestowal 
of the highest forms of distinction. 
October 4th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kiangsi and the Literary 
Chancellor of that province reporting the 
steps they have taken in obedience to Im- 
perial Decree to put down the practice of 
of female infanticide. Some two months 
ago they were informed by the Grand 
Council that His Majesty had issued a 
Decree referring to the Memorialists a 
Memorial from Wang Pang-hsi, an Expo- 
sitor of the Han-lin Yuan, who had called 
attention to the success which had attended 
the efforts of a previous Literary Chancellor 
for the suppression of the crime of female 
infanticide, While admitting that this 
crime is inhuman, and subversive of social 
morality in no small degree, the Memori- 
alists submit that the character of their 
province stands higher in regard than that 
of other provinces. In obedience to earlier 
instructions from His Majesty on this sub- 
ject, orders were given to the local authori- 
ties to exhort the notables and gentry 
to devote their attention to the sup- 
pression of the crime in their immed- 
late vicinity, their efforts being sup- 
ported by the educational officers, who had 
orders to compile and publish short rules 
upon the subject. During the past few 
years foundling societies have been organ- 
ised in each department or district on a 
scale commensurate with their respective 
wants or capabilities, and these have not 
failed to be effective; but it has none the 
less to be admitted that the success was 
only partial in many instances, and the 
compliance openly promised with admoni- 
tions of those interested in the matter, was 
often broken in secret. In view of this 
state of things, Pao-shan, the Literary 
Chancellor, especially directed the officers 
of education to continue these efforts on a 
wider scale, and to be specially instant in 
their exhortations at the examination 
seasons ; and, as the success of their exer- 
tions might be considerably restricted in 
consequence of their not being possessed 
of punitive powers, the territorial autho- 
rities were called on to combine with them, 
rewards being given in cases where success 
was particularly apparent. The result of this 
system has been that nearly every Depart- 
ment and District town has now its Found- 
ling or Orphanage, for the receipt and 
maintenance of children that have been 
abandoned. The financial condition of 
the province, crippled by rebellion in earlier 
years, which has been followed by suc- 
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cessive seasons of wet and flood, has pre- 
vented the universal spread of these 
establishments, to the continual regret of 
the Memorialists. In obedience to His 
Majesty’s latest commands, however, they 
have given positive orders to the territorial 
and educational officers of the province to 
be sincere in their efforts to carry out tle 
system that in force, and these instructions 
have been supplemented by the issue of 
proclamations in the joint names of the 
Memorialists, which embody certain strin- 
gent rules prohibiting the crime of female 
infanticide. 


October 5th.—No 
portance. 


October 6th—(1) Héng Ling (AES PRA) is 
appointed prefect of Oh‘ung-ch‘ing Fu in 


Szechuen, and Hsia Yii-hsiu (B i) 


General of the Sung P‘an Division in the 
same province, 

(2) A Decree in answer to the repre- 
sentations of a Censor, ordering the Board 
of Civil Office to exercise special care in 
testing the identity of the handwriting of 
the candidates examined for Chinese inter- 
preterships and those who successfully pass, 
it being asserted by the Censor that substi- 
tutes are commonly employed by the ap- 
plicants for admission to these examina- 
tions. 

(3) A Decree ordering the Board of 
Astronomy to select some auspicious day 
in the present moon for commencing the 
repairs to the Imperial Buildings at 
Moukden. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi furnishing details, as earlier in- 
structed by Decree, regarding the income 
and property of a ‘‘ College,” known as the 
Pai Lu Tung Shu Yiian, in Nan-ch‘ang 
Fu, founded by the eminent philosopher 
and commentator Chu Hsi. The Pai Lu 
Tung, or *‘ White Deer Grotto,” which 
was the favourite retreat of the philosopher 
during his hours of meditation when hold- 
ing office as Governor of Nan K‘ang, and 
is the first of the four great Shu Yuan of 
the empire, was endowed with landed pro- 
perty situated in different Districts in the 
Nan-ch‘ang prefecture, which originally 
brought in an annual income of about Tls. 
1,800. The value of this property being 
much diminished after the rebellion, it 
was arranged under regulations drawn 
up in the last reign, to reduce the 
rents by twenty per cent., and_ these 
have been paid with unfailing regularity ; 
but they have only sufticed to meet 
the current expenses of the establish- 
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ment, and leave no margin for repairs 
which are greatly needed, so much so 
that the examinations supposed to be 
held there have no existence in reality. 
Under instructions from the Memorialists, 
a special officer surveyed the building and 
made an estimate of the cost of repairing 
it. This he found would cost Tis. 1.000, 
which amount the Financial Commissioner 
has furnished and has also set aside a sum 
of Tls. 10,000, the interest on which, at 
ten per cent., is to be devoted to the 
bestowal of additional prizes for literary 
compositions by impecunious scholars, at 
examinations to be held periodically. In 
conclusion the Memorialist ventures to 
hope that His Majesty, who has already 
shown such interest in the welfare of the 
college, will condescend to bestow upon it 
an Imperial tablet to supplement the one 
already conferred in the reign of K‘ang 
Hsi.—Granted by Decree earlier issued. 
October 7th.—(1) Ying Jui, Superinten- 
dent of the Husi-an Customs, reports a 
deficit in his collection for his year of oftice 
of Tls. 301,535, the three Customs stations 
under his charge being assessed at Ta. 
364,363, and his receipts being only ‘Ts. 
62,828. This large deficit is to be accounted 
for, primarily, by the diversion of duties 
by the Shanghai Customs, which takes all 
-imposts upon native produce outwards, and 
foreign goods inwards, that are protected 
by Transit Pass. Even the bean trade, 
upon which the Customs depends for some 
of its revenue, was last year a failure. To 
the above causes must be added an extra 
amount of smuggling on the part of the 
boatmen carrying examination students to 
the north, the closing of the river to naviga- 
tion during a portion of the winter, by ex- 
cessive frost, followed by a want of water 
in the upper portions of the Canal in the 
spring, which prevented the descent of the 
grain fleet with their return cargoes, and 
other vessels, while, lastly, trade was some- 
what paralysed by the condition of alarm 
engendered by the seditious movements of 
affiliated societies in Hai Chou Mu-yang 
Hsien, An-tung Hsien, and T‘ao-yiian 
Hsien. Tha Memorialist has done his ut- 
most to show his gratitude to His Majesty, 
by considering the possibility of theangmen- 
tation of the revenue from every puint of 
view ; but, alas! circumstances over which 
human effort can exercise no control have 
been againgt him. He can perhaps plead 
that his receipts are a trifle larger than 
last year, but the deficit is so enormous 
that he can only throw himself on His 
Majesty’s generosity, and crave that merci- 
_ ful treatment which has ever been extended 
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to his predecessors. —Referred to the Board 
of Revenue. 

October 8th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Ts‘én Yii-ying, which is evidently a post- 
script to a general financial report on the 
province of Kueichow that has not been 
issued for publication. This Postscript 
Memorial appears to be in answer to a 
Censor’s criticism on the Governor-General’s 
administration, from which criticism the 
Memorialist quotes a sentence in which he 
is.asked to point out in what manner he 
proposes in his general scheme for reducing 
military expenditure to combine economy 
with security to life and a due regard for 
future contingencies. The Memorial, which 
is lacking in general interest in the absence 
of the criticisms which apparently called it 
forth, contains nevertheless some financial 
statements that are perhaps worthy of re- 
cord. The Governor General mentions 
that four years ago he stated, in a 
general summarg of the army estimates 
of Kueichow, that by the substitution 
of regular soldiers for irregulars, he could 
maintain his provincial army on a million 
taels a year, and carry on the general 
administration of the province, provided he 
was granted a supplementary estimate of 
Tis. 800,000 for payment of arrears, the 
creation of new posts that the abolition of 
irregulars demanded, and the provision 
and manufacture of munitions of war. He 
further undertook in three years’ time 
to suggest certain reductions. These 
three years have now elapsed, and al- 
though the field subsidy of Ts. 1,800,000 
has not been forwarded by the provinces 
laid under obligation, it is none the less 
incumbent on the Memorialist to fulfil his 
undertaking to consider further reductions, 
He has come to the conclusion that it will 
be possible to reduce the supplementary 
graut of Tls. 800,000 to 300,000, by exer- 
cising rigid economy in all the branches 
of expenditure to which it is devoted, 
while the application he has just made 
for permission to reduce the Chinese 
forces by twenty per cent. will set free 
Tis. 100,000 a year, which will be set 
aside to form a fund to meet extraor- 
dinary calls. He would, in conclusion, 
call attention to the fact that the total 
revenue of Kueichow from likin, land 
tax, and general duties does not exceed 
some Tls. 200,000, and the only subsidiary 
grants upon which she can rely are those 
from Szechuen, which forwards a contribu- 
tion of Tls. 320,000, and salt taxes collected 
on behalf of the province to the amount of 
Tis. 180,000 ; say ‘T'ls. 500,000 a year. For 
the remainder of her expenditure Kuei- 
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chow is dependent upon remittances from 
other provinces, many ‘of which are greatly 
in arrear, and the memorialist would pray 
' His Majesty to give orders that the Board 
ascertain the subsidy due from each pro- 
vince, and insist upon their forwarding 
these subsidies with regularity, for in the 
absence of the Tis. 600,000 they should 
supply each year Kueichow cannot hold 
her own.—Referred tothe Board of Revenue. 


October 9th.—(1) Ho Ju-chang ($9 im 
) Reader of the Han-lin Yuan, and 


formerly Minister to Japan, is appointed 
Director of the Foochow Arsenal. 


(2) A Decree granting permission to Yi 


K‘uan, Governor of Kuangtung, to vacate 
his post on the plea of ill-health. 

(3) Ni Wén-wei, Governor of Kuangsi, is 
appointed Governor of Kuangtuny, his 


place being filled by Hii Yén-haii FR ily 
ja) the Financial Commissioner of Kuang- 
si, who is aucceeded by Chang Méng- 


yiian ( BRU): at present Director of 
the Foochow Arsenal. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the following Memorials. 

(4) An application from the Governor of 
Shansi on behalf of the General of the 
T‘ai-yuan Division to retire and minister 
to his parents. 

(5) The Governor General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces reports the death of the 
General of the I-ch‘ang Division. 

(6) The Governor of Anhui forwards a list 
of the settled and unsettled appeal cases for 
the first half of the present year. There 
are eight of each description. 

(7) ‘Lhe Governor of Kiangsu denounces 
certain officials in his jurisdiction whom 
he considers unfitted to hold oftice, from 
incompetency, stupidity, disreputableness 
of demeanour, or other causes. 

(8) The Governor of Shénsi reports that 
he has caused an exchange to be effected 
between two District Magistrates, who, he 
considers, are better adapted to each other’s 

osts respectively. 

(9) The Acting Judge of Kansu reports 
the date upon which he took charge of his 
temporary duties. 

(10) ‘The Governor-General of Szechuen 
furnishes certain details respecting an officer 
who had purchased a rank some years ago, 
and had been assigned an official position 
to which the Board objected. 

October 10th.—({1) A joint Memorial 
from the Tartar-General at Foochow, who 
is also Suporintondent of Customs, and 
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the Governor-General and Governor of the . 
province, reporting certain changes in the ‘ 


Customs organisation of the province for 
which they solicit His Majesty’s approval 
after the opinion of the Board has been 
taken. The Superintendent of the Fubkien 
Customs has, they observe, been constantly 
pressed by the Board of Revenue to in- 
stitute some reform in the fiscal adminis- 
tration of the province which will not only 


bring the revenue up to its proper comple. . 


ment, but secure a surplus in addition. 
These constant reminders from the Board, 
supported as they have been by Imperial 
Rescript, have made the Tartar General 
thoroughly ashamed of his stupidity and 
incompetence, and, determined to exert 


himself in respouse to these calls, he has : 


carefully considered the whole question 
with the Governor-General and Governor. 
In submitting the conclusions they have 
arrived at he would premise that the key 
to a successful system of revenue collection 


lies iu the judicious selection of spots at | 
which to place Customs Stations, and the | 


erection of barriera to stop all bye-ways 
which the dishonest trader can avail himself 
of for purposes of smuggling It was with 
this principle in view that the Memorialists 
earlier suggested the removal of the customs 


station to Tung-ch‘ung in the Ning-té | 
District and the reduction of the Pai-shih | 


station to an inspecting Barrier; a step, 
which although it met with strong popular 
opposition at the commencement, by the 
maintenance of a calm front and rigid ad- 
herence to tariff rates, finally proved a fin- 
ancial success. There are nineteen customs 
stations in the proviuce, of which the Pai- 
shih station was the second in the northern 
division. Under the change above referred 
to this station issues passes only, which 
causes loss of revenue in uo small degree. 
In the matter of tea, for instance, the 
Pai-shih Barrier is supposed to collect what 


ia called ferry duty, (YE BE) upon teas | 


grown in the Fu-an District. 
being in the first instance small in quantity 
and poor in quality, a reduced tax of 60 
cash per picul was levied upon them, and 
the trifling amount of duty thus raised 
used to be amalgamated with the collection 
on general goods. But during the last 
eight or nine years the tax has become ao 
much more considerable that it now forms 
a special item, and the duty has been 
raised to one mace per picul. Since the 
reduction of Pai-an to an inspecting barrier, 
the Fu-an teas no longer pass that way, and 
much evasion of duty is the consequence. 


: The preduction of tea in the northern per- 


These teas | 


| 
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tion of the province is increasing year by 
year, and its growth is not confined to the 
District of Fu-an above mentioned, for 
there are tea merchants in all the five 
Districts of the Fu-ning Prefecture engaged 
in the export of tea. The peculiar nature 
of this prefecture, which is on the sea 
coast, and is intersected by numerous 
crovks aud rivers, is such as to afford many 
facilities for making detours and avoiding 
customs barriers, so that nothing will pre- 
vont extensive smuggling but the establish- 
ment of another station. This the Memo- 
rialiats propose to place at a spot called 


Fei Ying FEE), some 220 li distant from 


Fu-ning Fu, by which all the tea in the 
northern portion of the province is obliged 
to pass on its way to the provincial capital. 
The ‘* ferry’ duty of one mace per pical 
ou all qualities of tea, will be transferred 
from the Pai-shih sta:ton to the new one, 
which will command the output of the 
whole five Districts. —Rvferred to the Board 
of Revenue. 

October 11th.—No documents of 
portance. 

Octuber 12th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
that the Police Magistrate and Deputy 
Police Magistrate of the southern division 
of the city of Peking be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 
and that the button of the former be fur- 
ther taken from him. Thvse olfticers have 
been denounced by a Censor for gross want 
of energy evinced in a recent murder case 
outside the southern gate, in which five 
individuala were stabbed to death, and 
twenty days have elapsed without the 
capture of the murderer having been 
effected. In addition to this preliminary 
penalty, further punishment is to be in- 
flicted upon them unless the murderer is 
arrested within a given limit of time. 


(2) Ts‘ao Chih-chung ( BY 7 HA) is ap- 
pointed General of the Fu-uing Division in 
Fuhkien, 

(3) A Decree in answer to an appeal from 
a Censor that certain charges against an 
expectant Tavtai, now deceased, of covetous- 
ness, want of self esteem, and many short- 
comings, while he held ofiive in Peking as 
Secretary of one of the Boards, may be 
gone into, The Censor claims that the 
deceased officer was careful in the por- 
formance of his duties, patient in labour, 
and defiant of popularity in the couscien- 
tious execution of his functions. 

(4-5) A Report from the Governor of 
Anhui into the result of his investigation 
of certain charges brought by a Censor, 
whose Memorial is alyo published, ayainst 


im- 
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a District Magistrate in that province. As 
is usually the case with these denunciatory 
Memorials, enquiry shows them, accord- 
ing to the investigator's report, to be in 
the main untrue, but to have just sufficient 
foundation to justify the dismissal of the 
oflicer attacked, for want of circumspection 
in laying himself upon to denunciation. 


October 13th. —(1) The Governor of 
Honan reports that he has opened a public 
office for the receipt of contributions in aid 
of the sufferers in the Shun-t‘ien pre- 
fecture, Chihli, and Shantung. In view of 
the urgent need of funds in which the Shun- 
t‘ien prefecture stands to meet the suffering 
that exists, the Memorialist has advanced 
Tis. 10,000, which he has ordered to be sent 
at once to the Governor of Peking. ‘This 
advance will be repaid out of the contribu. 
tions that come in. He adds that as there 
is @ strong prubability of the failure, or 
partial failure, of the harvest in certain 
portions of his own province which may 
require local expenditure of charitable 
funds, he looks rather to the strangers re- 
siding in the province than to natives to 
swell the subscription list he has now 
opened. 

(2) The same officer submits a list of 
contributions made by his locum tenens, 
and others, during his absence in Peking, 
to the Shantung Flood fund. ‘They are as 
follows :— 

Tis. 


Ch‘eng Fou, Acting Governor...... 1,000 
Yiu Shan, recently Financial Com- 
MIiSSIONCL ......sceceesceseeeecsseeeeeceueeees 3,000 
Chia Chih-én, Acting Judge ...... 1,000 
The Senior Taotai ............cccsceeee 2,000 
The Prefect of Chten Chon and 
three others, natives of Shantung 
each Ts. 500 .......ceccsscssseveeseesseree 1,600 
Fucther subscription by one of the 
ADUVO c.ssscsseccsccescscceccssessosesseeces 600 
The Mauchu Ulub ........ seceveveeees 1,000 
(Already forwarded) total...10,000 
Further subscriptions have been received 
as follows :— 
The Literary Chancellor 500 
Raised by the geutry and strangers 5,030 





Grand Total. ..16,030 


Out of this sum the loan reported in the 
previous Memorial should be paid, but the 
Memorialist now proposes to repay this 
loan by a separate subscription which he 
has headed with Tls. 1,000. The Financial 
Comunissioner andJ udge have followed with 
second donations of ‘I'ls. 1,000 each, and 
two Taotais with Ils, 1,000 aud Tle. 500 
respectively. 
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(3) The Governor of Shantuny reports 
the suicide by opium poisoning of the 
Acting Magistrate of Chang-ch‘iu in that 
province, who was driven to destroy him- 
self by the intense agony that he suffered 
from an affection of the liver. ‘This com- 
plaint had been induced by the exposure 
to. the wet and weather he underwent 
while personally superintending the repair 
of embankments and the distrivution of re- 
lief. The Memorialist, to make sure that 
there was no foul play, sent a special officer 
to inspect the body, aud he brought satis- 
factory proofs that the Magistrate had died 
by his own hand. 

October 14th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Court of Censors reporting the presenta- 
tion by one Li Shéng, the servant of a 
widow named Ch‘én, who is the mother of 
the late Ch‘én Kuo-jui, of a petition with 
reference to the succession to the name 
and property of her son, whose rank and 
titles were graciously restored after his 
decease. The said Li Shéug was inter- 
royated, and explained that his late master 
was a native of Ymgy-ch‘éng Hsien in 
Hupeh, and had died without issue. He 
had had two brothers, the second of whom 
and his son had both died leaving no suc- 
ceasors. His eldest brother Ch‘én Hsien- 
jung had two sons called respectively Pu-sui 
(100 years) and Chin-shau (golden coral), 
the latter of whem was promised by his 
father to Cli‘éu Kuo-jui before hia birth, 
to be his successur. Kuo-jui accordingly 
changed the boy’s name from ‘‘ Golden 
tora” to ‘See Everything.” ‘*A Hun. 
dred Yvars” subsequently died, sv ‘ See 
Everything” is at present the sole survivor 
of the family. The mother of Kuo jui, 
who is in Peking, having learnt by pri- 
vate letters from home that her son’s 
clansmen in his native place are hanker- 
ing after his property and trying to 
secure the succession to it, and being 
quite decided in her own mind that ‘See 
Everything” is the rightful heir, thought 
of going down to Yang-chow to reasen 
with these claimants, who are all of them 
distant relatives, but being apprehensive 
lest she should be overpowered by their 
greater strength and numbers, she had 
sent a deputy with a petition to the Court 
of Censors praying that the succession of 
© See Everything” to the tithe aud property 
of Ch‘é. Kuo-jui might be placed on re- 
cord, Granted by Decree earlier issued. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Tli announcing that he has, in conformity 
with the obligation that His Majesty’s ser- 
vants are under to furnish His Majesty 
with offerings that are the product of the 
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region that they govern, and also in satis- 
favtion of the careful love for even horses 
and dogs in the remotest portions of his 
domains to which His Majesty’s virtue ex- 
tends, sent eight horses for His Majesty's 
gracious acceptance. Ili being the region 
trom which horses come, it is particuiarly 
incumbent on the Memorialist to make 
choice of good ones as au offering to His 
Majesty, but since the rebellion the breed 
has so deteriorated that it ia uo easy mat- 
ter to find a horse combining good points 
and louks with swift and even paces. ‘The 
Memorialist has gone carefully through 
the whole of the nurses that have been 
purchased by him, and has tried them one 
by one, but out of the whole stuck he has 
only been able to select eight yeldings, 
which, though not perfectly uniform in 
colour, can be called quiet and ducile. 
These horses have been sent under charge 
of officers and soldiers to the capital, in the 
season in which water and grass are plenti- 
ful, with orders to follow the northern 
route, and to pay especial attention to 
the pasturage of the animals on the 
way. They were further instructed to pro- 
vide themselves with forage fur the horses, 
which were to be handed over to the 
ofticer in charge of the Imperial stables to 
be ridden and tried. Letters have been 
written to the Guvernors at Wuliasut‘ai 
and K‘obdo, as well as to the Governor of 
Ch‘ahar, advising them of the approach of 
the horses, a descriptive list of which is 
appended. Rescript: It is noted, 


October 15th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Buard of Civil Oftice to bring Jéu Tao-jung, 
former Governor of Chékiang, who was 
dismissed from oftice, to Court, for presen- 
tation to His Majesty. ; 

(2) A Decree. The Prefect of Shun-t‘ien 
applies, in accordance with precedent, for 
a donation of rice for the Kuang Jén 
Tang. This institution takes in and pro- 
vides for young boys who have no one to 
look to for suppurt, establishes free schools, 
and assists virtuous widows and spinsters 
who have lost their betrothed. As the 
funds of this establishment are not sutticient 
to meet its expenditure, We command, as 
a special act of grace, that 300 piculs of 
rice be bestowed upon it. 

The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with furmal applications for leaves 
and transfers, aud reports on matters of 
ollicial routine. 

October 16th.—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Ceremonies represents that applications 
for permission to erect special temples to 
virtuous and distinguished officials, or to 
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places their names on the list of worthies 
to whose manes periodical sacrifice is offered 
officially, must in future be in conformity 
with existing regulations on the subject. 
They further request that a copy of the 
collected archives touching on this matter 
may be issued to the different provincess 
The erection of special memorial temple. 
to deceased worthies is an exceptional pri- 
vilege, the bestowal of which by special 
Decree should be waited for, and not un- 
authorisedly applied for. Permission is 
given, in accordance with old regulations, to 
apply for the admission of any distinguished 
officer who leaves a grateful recellection 
of his merits behind him into the list of 
canonised worthies to whom sacrifice is 
offered, but special temples to illuatrious 
otticials cannot be erected without reference 
to the Board, and the issue of a special 
Decree which will be in accordanee with 
their recommendation. ‘The Wu Ying Tien 
will issue to the Board a copy of the 
Records of the Canton and Nien-fei re- 
bellions which shall be a guide tu them 
in their decision of the merits of any 
particular case. 

(2) A Memorial: from Peng Yii-lin, 
President of the Board of War and Aduniral 
of the Yangtsze. In the progress of his 
inspection he noticed, sume 
time ago, while visitin: a place in ‘I'é- 
hua Haien in the Kiukiany prefecture, 
that the tomb of Chou Tun-i, the famous 
philosopher of the Sung dynasty, was alinost 
in ruins. During the military occupation 
of Kiukiang an attempt had been made 
by Lo Tsé-nan, a former Governor, to re- 
pair this tomb, but the pressure of work 
at the time did not admit of its complete 
restoration, The Memorialist accordingly 
proposed last year to Ting I-fang, General 
at Hu-k‘ou, that they should collect mouey 
for putting the tomb into an efficient 
state of repair, erecting stone tablets, and 
building a wall round it, with a cottage 
for a cemetery-keeper. He also suggested 
that the grounds should be laid out with 
cypress and yew trees. The work of 
restoration was completed in the beginning 
of the 6th moon, aud the Memorialist, 
when passing Kiukiang, visited it in com- 
pany with Ting I-fang, the Taotai at Kiu- 
kiang, and others, and offered libations 
before it. He finds that the descendants 
of Chou Tun-i reside at Tao-chou in Hu- 
nan, which was the birthplace of the sage, 
and that the literary graduate who is sub- 
sidised by the Government to offer perio- 
ical sacrifices to the manes of the family 
also resides at Tao-chou. The tomb of 
the philusopher is thus neglected, not 
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ouly by his descendants, but also by 
the local officials, who do not visit it in 
person. The result isthe ruined condition 
of the cemetery which the Memorialist has 
described. He feels it therefore his duty 
to pray His Majesty to order the Governor 
of Kiangsi to ascertain whether there used 
to be a properly subsidised graduate to 
attend to this tomb or not, and in the latter 
case to call upon the Board to provide one 
in accordance with regulation, that the 
ceremonial sacrifices which the country 
generously pays to its departed heroes may 
be duly observed. 

October 17th.—(1) A Decree announcing 
the issue of a final enquiry into certain 
chargesagainst Ming An, formerly Governor 
of Kirin, who was denounced some years 
ago by Liu Hai-ao, Grain Taotai of Yiin- 
nan. The charges were, in substance, to 
the effect that Ming An was greedy and 
corrupt, and that his reputation was ex- 
tremely bad ; and the Grain Taotai avowed 
that the enquiry which was held in response 
to this denunciation was not a g-nuine one, 
Chung I, the high officer charged with the 
enquiry, having misrepresented facts in 
favour of Ming An. A further report has 
now been received from Ci‘ung I upon 
this case and another one, in which 
he exonerates Ming An from any further 
blame than an inability to keep a 
proper check over a certain Liu Kuang- 
yii, who, having been given an appoint- 
ment as Inspector of spirit excise in Kirin, 
made his functions the occasion for 
accepting presents to the value of over 
Tis. 7,00. For this offence he is now 
sentenced to banishment to the military 
post-roads, the amounts of the presents he 
has received being first recovered from him. 
Five other oflicials are sentenced to dis- 
missal for a similar offence, and Ming An 
is committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. 

(2) Héng Ming, Military Assistant Gov- 
ernur of Uliasui’ai, announces his depar- 
ture for his post from Kalgan, where he 
has been deiained sume weeks waiting for 
the means of transport, communication 
having being interrupted in consequence 
of the famine in Mongolia. 

October 18ih.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the immediate withdrawal from his post of 
a secretary employed at the Ch‘ung Wén 
Customs against whom certain charges of 
extortion and ill-usage have been fairly 
substantiated. ‘The officer in question 
having been contuimacious and shifty when 
called upon to give evidence at the pre- 
liminary investigation, is now to be tried 
formally and questioned with rigour, 








(2) The only other documents worthy 
of note in this day’s issue are a series of 
reports from Censors forming the executive 
Council which administers the police ar- 
raugements of the metropolis, suggesting 
the necessity of adopting more extensive 
measures for securing the safety of the 
capital during the winter months. These 
measures will entail the employment of a 
larger force, and the advisability of stimu- 
lating the police and others to greater 
activity by the judicious bestowal of re- 
wards for the discovery of crime and 
the arrest of the perpetrators is strong- 
ly advocated. It is proposed, pending the 
arrival of a grant of Tls. 6,000 from ‘Lien- 
tain, drawn from the opium lekin receipts, 
which His Majesty had already sanctioned, 
to reward certain members of the force for 
successful captures out of a loan tempora- 
rily drawn from the funds provided for the 
maintenance of the train-bands. The new 
arrangements are to coine into operation 
on the 1st of the 10th moon. 

October 19th.—(Abstracts of Memorials.) 
Ts‘én Yii-ying reports the arrangements he 
has come tv for throwing open the develop- 
ment of the mining resources of Yiinnan 
to mercantile enterprise. Rescript :—Let 
the Governor-General and Governor in 
question take due measures for the control 
of this enterprise, which must be conducted 
under elaborate Rules which they will 
draft and submit to Us for approval. 

(2) A Decree pronouncing sentence of 
dismissal from the public service upon 
Féng Yti-ch‘i, Governor of Shensi, and 
Chang Ying, the Salt Commissivner, this 
being the penalty suggested by the Board 
of Civil Office, who have had their miscon- 
duct under consideration. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River reports that the embankments along 
the river are at present in an eflicient state, 
and though subjected at times to severe 
pressure at certain points, he is happy to be 
able to announce that no accidents have 
occurred along the line. 

(3) The acting Governor-General of the 
Hu Kuang Provinces reports the transmis- 
ston of the seventh instalment of the quota 
due to Peking on the salt lekin of Hupeh, 
and the third instalment of the contribu- 
tion demanded from the same fund by the 
office of the Imperial Household. This 
item of revenue is taxed under the two 
above headings at Taels 150 0U0 and Tis. 
50,000 respectively for the current yesr. 

(4) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin reporis that he 
has sent T'aels 10,000 from tie opium lehkin 
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himself, to the Governor-of Peking in aid 
of the sufferers by flood in the Metropolitan 
Prefecture. 

October 20th.—With the exception of s 
Decree appointing Ho Yu-chang to the 
nominal post of Junior Supervisor of the 
office of Instruction, the whole of this day's 
Gazette is occupied by Memorials from 
the Governor-General, of Yiiunan and Kuei- 
chou and the Governor of Anhui respec- 
tively. The former reports the capture 
and execution of certain criminals, who 
had escaped from jail, and the latter also 
reports the trial and sentence of a number 
of offenders who had made an attempt to 
rescue by force certain comrades who were 
in durance. 

October 21st.—(1) A Decree expressing 
the Imperial regrets at the death of Yin 
Chao-yung, recently Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, who has succumbed 
to the illness which lately compelled him 
to resign his official post. 

(2) A report from the Board of Civil 
Oflice announcing the penalty to which they 
consider one Huang Chao-shéng, a Censor, 
has rendered himself liable for suggesting 
an enquiry into the previous character of 
Chi Hsii, a Taotai dismissed from the 
public service for misconduct. Although 
an investigation into the character of this 
ex-ofticial during his public career pre- 
vious to his promvtion to the rank of 
Taotai had elicited nothing particularly 
to his discredit, His Majesty considered 
that the suggestion of the Censor evinced 
an intentiun to soreen a guilty person, and 
accordingly gave orders that his misconduct 
should be taken notice of. The Board 
suygest that Huang Chao-shéng be award- 
ed the penalty allotted in the case of 
“doing what ought not to be done,” 
namely deprivation of three steps of com- 
mutative rank with removal to another 
post. Coutirmed by Decree earlier issued. 

October 22nd.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang. The 
Memorialist has already informed His Ma- 
jesty on repeated occasions of the poverty 
aud distress intu which the peuple of his 
province have been thrown by the dis- 
astrous floods in the summer of the pre- 
sent year. With the arrival of winter 
the floods have left the higher lyiug 
ground, but all the low-lying lauds con- 
tinue to present the aspect of an uu- 
breken sea, which must shortly be frozen 
over, adding the misery of cold to the 
sufferings of people already borne down 
with huuger, and precluding the possibility 


receipts in his province, supplemented by | of hoping to be able to sow the crops in 


a private contribution of Taela 1,000 from | spring. 
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lief of this distress are already more 
than exhausted, and the drain upon the 
provincial revenue from other sources is 
considerably more than it can bear. Under 
these conditions it becomes necessary to 
look elsewhere fur meaus, and the only 
plan that suggests itself is to encourage 
private contribution by the offer of hono- 
rary rewards. The abolition of the pur- 
chase system has at present reduced the re- 
wards that are allowed to be granted to mere 
empty rank or patents, which it is found are 
not a sufficient inducement to encourage 
people to come forward at all liberally, 
while the proposal to give buttons and 
promotion as an extension of this system 
can only be availed of by the wealthy 
classes. The Board have made an exception 
to this rule in Shantung, where full pay- 
ment of contributions is allowed to be 
rewarded by the bestuwal of a chien sheng 
degree, and the Memorialist would now beg 
that this privilege may be temporarily. ex- 
tended to the proviuce of Chihli, and with- 
drawn as soon as the necessity which 
dictates theinnovatiou shall cease.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from the same 
high officer with reference to the annual 
grant of ‘T's. 6,000 from the opium likin 
receipts in aid of the police expenditure of 
Poking. (See Guzette of Octuber 18th.) The 
Memurialist regrets his utter inability to 
comply with this demand, The opium likin 
at hia disposal, which has fallen off con- 
siderably of late, is proportioned in the 
following manner. Four tenths are allotted 
to the Arsenal, and the remaining six 
tenths, after deducting the wayes of the 
Commissioner of Custoins and others, goes 
towards the maintenance of the cuast de- 
fences at and near Tientsin, The demands 
upon the Arsenal for ammunition and ball 
cartridge from other provinces have been 
80 heavy of late, that the four tenths of 
opium likin above referred to are quite in- 
adequate to meet the expenditure eutailed, 
even an extra grant of ‘Ils. 10,000 froin the 
Board leaving the establishment. still con- 
siderably in debt. ‘The money allotted to 
the suldiery has perforce to be paid with 
regularity to enable the men to live, and 
this fund also has to be supplemented by 
loaus from the transport department, from 
which it will be seen that there is nota 
fraction of the opium likin to spare, a fact 
indeed which has been earlier demonstrated 
at length. Under these circumstances the 
Memorialist is constrained to pray His 
Majesty to direct the Board to look else- 
where for the supplies they need. —Referred 
to the Buard of Reveuue. 
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October 23rd.—(1) A Decree ordering a 
certain Manchu captain called Féng Shan 
to be placed on his trial on a charge of 
levying a percentage on money paid to him 
for distribution amongst his men. The 
charge has been preferred by one Yo, a 
Secretary employed at the Imperial Gran- 
aries at T‘ung Chow, by whom the money 
was weighed out to the captain in question. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kueichow reporting the capture of the 
chief of a seditions gang in Chén-ning 
Chou in that province, and his summary 
execution. Information having reached 
the General of the Division to which this 
aub-prefecture gives its name of the exiat- 
ence of this gaug, he ordered a raid to be 
made upon the dwelling of the chief, whose 
name was Hu. Kuang-kou. His premises, 
which were situated in a lonely part of the 
country, consisted of two cottages, which 
were deserted when the military arrived, 
but the man was shortly afterwards arrested. 
On being questioned by the Governor, he 
said that he was 39 years of age and a car- 
penter by trade. Iu the early portion of 
this year he picked up in a ruined temple 
a mutilated book of incantations, and it 
occurred to him that he would set up 
as a healer of disease by the recitation of 
charms, and earn a living by preying 
on the credulity of others. He thereupon 
placed in his room a bowl of pure water, 
before which he engaged in worship morn- 
ing and evening, and further took to him- 
self twelve disciples, who used to join him 
in daily worship. Having embued these 
disciples with a number of theories and 
told them false stories which they took to 
be true, he ordered them each to take to 
themselves twelve other disciples, that 
these again mivght augment their numbers 
and raise a large following with which to 
proceeds to acts of violence. Eventually 
it was decided to organise a rising on a 
large scale, but before it could be matured 
the movement came to the notice of the 
authorities. ‘The Memorialist being of 
opinion that it was advisable to manifest 
the terrors of the Imperial arm in a matter 
of this sort, the ramifications of which had 
spread extensively, decided to execute the 


leader on the spot, which he did, leaving 


the other members of the gang to be dealt 
with as soon as those which were still at 
large had been arrested. 

(3) A joint Memorial from the Acting 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinces and the Governor of Hupei. On 
the occasion of the rising of certain mem- 
bers of an afliliated society in Wu-ch‘ang 


* at the cluse of the third moon of the pre- 


sent year, a number of persons were 
arrested by T‘u Tsung-ying, who was 
then Governor-General, aud many of them, 
as has already been reported, were sum- 
marily executed. Amongst the individuals 
in custody was one Sung K‘o-jun, alias 
Sung the Carpenter He said he had joined 
the suciety under the initiation of one 
Wang Chiao-i, a noted missionary of the 
sect, and had subsequently been invited 
by other members of the fraternity to aid 
them in spreading seditious rumours about 
Hankow, and in distributing eertain parti- 
coloured caps, which were the badge of 
the Society. It was arranged amongst 
them that the appearance of fire in Wu- 
ch‘ang was to be the signal for a general 
rising, which was to take place simultane- 
ously in Hankow. The plot having got 
out, he, Sung, decamped, but his brother 
having been arrested and having divulged 
his placed of residence, he was compelled by 
his family to give himself up, which he did. 
The fact of the man having surrendered 
himself being slightly in his favour, and it 
being thought, moreover, that he would 
be a useful witness to confront with other 
members of the Society who might subse- 
gpentiy be captured, his life was spared. 

ver since his imprisonment, however, he 
has been most contumacious and unruly, 
and is always trying to get news of what is 
going outside from people in the prison in 
the hopes of fomenting another rising. 
He ia moreover known to have openly 
stated before the rising took place that it 
would be necessary to kill a number of 
people in Hankow in order to make the 
Society feared. He is, in short, one of the 
arch offenders, and there is every reason 
to suspect that the continued unsettled 
atate of affairs in Wu-ch‘ang and Hankow 
is due to this very person and others of 
his kind. The Memorialist would there- 
fore crave His Majesty’s permission to put 
Suny the Carpenter to death as a warning 
to others and a precaution against trouble 
in the future.—Rescript : Let Sung K‘o- 
jun, alias Sung the Carpenter, be summarily 
put to death. 


October 24th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 
October 25th.—(1) Ch‘en Ch‘in-ming 


(Be BREE) is appointed Taotai of the 


Ch‘ang Chén Tung Circuit in Kiangsn. 

(2) A Decree issued at the complaint of 
the Vice-President of the Imperial Ban- 
queting Court, who alleges that certain 
members of the Imperial Clan have been 
violently obstructing the issue of charitable 
relief at a Government relief agency in the 
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town of Ch‘ing-ho near Peking. While 
ordering the Imperial Clan Court to enquire 
into the circumstances of this alleged dis- 
orderly behaviour, authority is given to 
arrest any person guilty of disorderly or 
obstructive conduct during the issue of 
charitable relief at any of the stations, 
whether he be an Imperial Clansman or 
not. A suggestion that soldiers should be 
told off to keep order is referred to the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture. 
October 26th.—(1) A Decree. Ch‘én 
Shih-chieh reports that the waters of the 
Yellow River have again swollen and 
flooded Ch‘i-tung, P‘u-t‘ai, Li-chin and 
other places, and that he is uow organising 
measures of relief. He states that from 
the 28th day of the 9th moon to the Ist 
day of the 10th moon, there was a heavy 
storm of wind accompanied by rain, which 
caused the waters of the river once more to 
rise, ‘This was followed by au unusually 
high autumn freshet that caused the em- 
baukments at Ch‘i-tung, P‘u-t‘ai, and 
other places to give way and the whole 
district was flooded, while in the villages 
in the Li-chin district numbers of people 
were drowned. Officers have already been 
despatched to render aid, and orders have 
been given for relief to be distributed. The 
province of Shantuug has been the scene 
of repeated disasters from floud, the area 
over which the calamity has spread being 
being very extensive. The homeless con- 
dition to which the poor have again been 
reduced by a fresh disaster at this incle- 
ment season of the year has filled Our 
heart with compassion, aud We hereby 
command Ch‘én Shih-chieh to instruct his 
subordinates to ascertain with all prompti- 
tude the number of families that are the 
victims of this catastrophe, and to furnish 
them honestly with relief. Measures must 
also be taken simultaneously to repair the 
embankments that have been carried away. 
(2) A Memorial from the Literary Chan- 
cellor of Szechuen requesting special sanc- 
tion for the immetiate punishment of three 
individuals in the Prefecture of Chia-ting, 


| who for years past have made it a trade to 


supply ready-made essays to candidates at 
the examinations. The guilt of these iu- 
dividuals has been incontestably proved by 
the discovery of a number of these ready- 
made essays in their possession, but under 
existing laws certain complicated formali- 
ties have to be gone through, and witnesses 
produced, before sentence can be passed. 
The amount of corruption that exists in 
the examination system of Szechuen sur- 
passes that of any other province in the 
Empire, a fact which was amply demous- 
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trated by Chang Chih-tung some seven 
years ago when he was Literary Chancellor 
of the province. In spite of the strenuous 
efforts of the Memorialist and his predeces- 
sors these abuses still continue, and it is 
only by striking at the root of the evil, 
which is to be found in the unprincipled 
agents of which the persons now in custody 
are a tyye, that the evils which are so 
rampant can ever be overcome. The pen- 
alty to which they are liable after the 
formalities of the trial are gone through is 
three months exposure in the cangue, fol- 
lowed by banishment into military servi- 
tude in a pestilential region, and this is the 
sentence the Memorialist now requests may 
be passed upon them by the competent 
- authorities. 

October 27th.—(1) O-lo-ho-pu, President 
of the Board of Revenue, is appointed 
Comptroller-General of the Office of the 
Imperial Household. The remainder of 
this day’s Guzette, with the exception of a 
short Memorial from the Governor of 
Honan reporting the discovery of frauds 
in the application for allowances on the 
part of boatmen engaged in the transport 
of Government rice, is uccapied with papers 
on matters of purely ofticial routine. 

October 28+h.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangsi respectfully contest- 
ing the decision of the Civil Ollice regard- 
ing the merits of certain officers whose 
names he had sent in for special notice in 
consequence of their distinguished services 
in the field against rebela on the frontier 
of Tonquin, ‘These rebela have harassed 
the froutiers of Kuangsi for more than ten 
years past, and the dangers and hardships 
to which the officials, military and civil, 
who have been engaged in operating azainst 
them, have been exposed are a hundred- 
. fold greater than would be experienced 
by an army moving in the Empire 
‘ proper. ‘The nature of these hardships, 
the Memorialist goes on to say, was ex- 
plained in detail in his Memorial of an 
earlier date reporting the submission of 
the rebel leader Lu Chih-p’ing. In con- 
clusion he ventures to hope that his original 
proposition regarding the rewards to be 
bestowed upon the oflicers in question may 
be adopted.—Referred to the Board of 
Civil Oltice. 

(2) The Custodian of the Imperial Mau- 
solua reports that the four [mperial travel- 
ling lodges on the road to the Eustern 
Mausolea have been considerably damaged 
by the summer rains, while the Imperial 
autoyraphic tablets and scrolls they contain 
are 80 much injured by mildew and damp 
ay to render the repair of the buildings, 
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the roofs of which leak badly, a matter of 
immediate iinportance. In accordance with 
usage, the Memorialist now prays that an 
officer from the ottice of the Lmperial 
Household may be sent to survey the 
damage, and decide as to what repairs are 
to be done. 

October 29th.—(1) A long report from 
the Board of Ceremonies regarding the 
conclusion they have come to, after re- 
ference to the Dynastic Lustitutes and 
Statutes, as to the limitations which should 
be placed on the canonization of deceased 
otticials, the recent wholesale nature of 
which has been complained of by a Censor, 
They find on reference to the work in ques- 
tion that the erection of special temples in 
honour of deceased worthies is the peculiar 
prerogative of the Throne, and that the 
particular nature of this prerogative is fur- 
ther confirmed by a decree issued in the 
tenth year of Yung Chéng, in which His 
Majesty directed a council composed of 
the nine chief Ministries of State to con- 
sider the propriety of extending the honour 
of canonisation (which appears at that 
time to have been confined to the one 
temple in the metropolis) to the dif- 
ferent provinces in which the exploits of 
the officials concerned took place. With 
this proposition the Council concurred, 
but added the reservation that the honour 
should be bestowed, as before, of His 
Majesty’s own motion, as the indiscriminate 
application for a distinction of the kind 
by provincial officials would probably tend 
to abuse of the privilege. Under the rule 
then quoted, in which it was suggested 
that no alteration should be made, the 
names of deceased ofticials of and above 
the third rank whose merits warranted the 
honour, might be subinitted to His Majesty 
with an application for permission to have 
them recorded in the provincial temples to 
deceased worthies ; while those of ofticials 
of the fourth rank and under were to be 
included, under similar circumstances, in 
an annual return of the same nature for 
record in temples erected for the purpose 
of doing worship to the manes of loyal 
officers. They further sugyested that per- 
sons killed in battle, or the victims of 
seditious risings, should be treated as above 
in accordance with the official rank of the 
individual concerned. In all cases, a record 
of services should be drawn up by the 
State Historiographer’s oflice showing the 
eligibility of the individual for such honours 
before they could be granted. The Me- 
morialists, having no reference to turn to 
for cases in which the merit consists of 
muilitary service, would suggest that the 
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rules laid down after the suppression of 
the Nien-fei be adhered to in such in- 
stances, and to this end they bey to be 
furnished with copies of the archives of 
that period for distribution amongst the 
provinces. In all other respects they 
would propose adhering to regulations, 
—Sanctioned by Decree earlier issued. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor and 
Governor Adjoint of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture applying for a special grant of 
grain for two charitable establishments 
under their control. One, known as the 
Kuang Jén T‘ang, or Hall of the Wide 
Benevolence, waa instituted the year before 
last by certain Secretaries of the Boards 
and other officials resident in Peking on 
the model of a similar establishment or- 
ganised by the Grand Secretary Li Hung- 
chang at Tientsin. The Kuang Jen 
Tang, which is situated in the Lan Mien 
hu-t‘ung inside the Kuang An Gate, is a 
building of 84 chien. Any boys above tive 
years of age or under fifteen who have no 
visible means of support are taken in to 
the institution, where they are boarded, fed, 
elothed and educated, those among them 
who show no apitutde for literary studies 
being taught a trade. ‘The other institu- 
tion fer which a grant is solicited is a 
society, which has for its object the relief 
ef women who have beeome widows 
in their youth. aud have steadfastly 
maintained their chastity. To these a 
monthly donation is given by the society, 
which includes in its list the children of 
such widows as well.—Application granted 
by Decree earlier issued. 

October 30th.—(1) A Decree calling up- 
on the Deputy Superintendent of Customs 
in Peking to furnish a report upon the 
oonduct of a certain Customs examiner 
under his control. A Director of one of 
the minor Courts has reported that the 
Deputy Superintendent has given him a 
succinct account of numerous acts of extor- 
tion perpetrated by this examiner, who was 
in the habit of exacting fees from the 
drivers of animals laden with fruit as they 
entered the gates and had many of them 
put in custody for refusing to pay. He 
had further extorted fines from different 
shopkeepers to the amount, in two cases, 
of Tls. 15,00 and Tls. 3,000 respectively. 
Yén Ching-ming and Pao Yin are directed 
to hold an enquiry into the matter, and 
the Deputy Superintendent is to furnish a 
report direct to the Throne. 

(2) A Decree authorising the deten- 
tion by Ch‘én Shih-chieh of the tribute 
grain of Shantunyg for this year, amount- 
ing to piculs 50,000, for distribution 
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| amongst the sufferers by flood in that pro- | 


vince during the winter. 


(2) Hai Chén (33D) is appointed Vice- 


President in charge of Imperial Granaries. 


(3) Chi Ko (84%) is appointed Mili- 
tary Governor of Jeh Ho, in place of En 
Fu, whose decease is announced in a 
separate decree with the usual expressions 
of regret accompanied by the permissiun, 
rarely aceorded, to bring his remains into 
Peking for the performance there of 
the usual mourning rites. When the son 
of En Fu attains a suitable age he is to 
be presented to His Majesty. 

(4) A Memorial from Chin Shun, Go- 
vernor of Ili. Ever since his assumption 
of his present post he has been constantly 
besieged with offers of service from officers, 
military and civil, out of employment, who 
came from inside the wall. ‘There is at 
present no employment for these officers, 
and the state of his finances renders it 
impossible for the Memorialist to pay them 
salaries. At the same time he feels that 
it would be a great hardship on these 
men, whose poverty is extreme, to leave 
them all that distance away from their 
homes with no means of getting there He 
proposes, therefore, in accordance with a 
‘precedent laid down by Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
some time since, to furnish each officer 
with a pass and a certain grant of money 
and rations in accordance with his rank, 
and to supply every four such officers with 
one large cart which will take them from 
Ili to Kurkaralisu, from which place they 
will be passed eastward by the local authori- 
ties along the road as far as Hai-an Fu iu 
Shensi, from whence they must make their 


own way to their respective destinations. — 


He proposes, with His Majesty’s permis- 
sion, to draw upon the reorganisation fund 
for the money required for the purpose. 
—Granted by Rescript. 


October 3lst—No documents of import- 
ance. 

November 1st.—(Court Circular.) Ho 
Yu-chang, Superintendent of the Foochow 
Aresenal, had audience on leaving for his 

ost. 
: (1) A further Decree on the subject of 
the extortions practised at the Ch‘ung-wén 
or Customs gate of Peking. A Censor has 
now come forward with a statement that 
one of the servants of the chief Superin- 
tendent is in the habit of sitting in judg- 
ment at the office of this gate upon petty 
smugglers, and that the same individual 
has recently exacted a fine of Tis. 2,000 


from the ladies of a certain Taotai in Ful- 


pa 
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kien, on the ground that they were carrying 
dutiable articles into Peking. Pao Yiin 
and Yén Ching-miny are commanded to 
enquire into this case simultaneously with 
the others they have been already com- 
missioned to investigate. 

(2) A long Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang and the Governor 
and Governor Adjoint of the Shun-ttien 
prefecture, detailing the measures they pro- 
pose to take to relieve the distress in their 
respective jurisdictions by the sale of grain 
at reduced rates and other means. Some 
time since the Board of Revenue communi- 
cated to thé Memorialists a Memorial sub- 
mitted to His Majesty by a Censor urging 
the necessity of selling grain at reduced 
rates in Peking, with their minute thereon, 
in which they expressed a fear that the 
Capital would be invaded by large num- 
bers of poor in search of food unless 
timely measures were taken to anticipate 
. their arrival. ‘They accordingly suggested 

that the province of Chihli might be called 
upon to supply Tis. 100,000, and that other 
provinces, with the exception of Hupei, 
Shantuny, and Chékiang, where there was 
also much distress, might be directed 
each to contribute Tls. 30,000 from their 
opium likin fund or its equivalent in grain 
. and send it to Chihli, where the Memoria- 
list Li Hung-chang would devote the money 
to the purchase of grain, a portion of which 
would be sent to Peking to be sold there 
_ at reduced rates. The scheme having 
_ received the sanction of His Majesty, 
it was communicated to the Memorialists, 
who have been in constant correspondence 
on the subject, and now beg to submit an 
account of the arrangements they propose 
to make. They would premise that in the 
year 1876, when a similar arrangement was 
called for, the sum of Tls. 140,00 was 
devoted to the purchase of 87,000 piculs of 
_ grain, which was sent to Peking, and there 
sold at reduced rates from the Ist to the 
8th moon of the year. ‘The losses on these 
sales, inclusive of the cost of carriage, was 

Tis. 114,000, which was defrayed out of funds 

at the disposal of the Board, and the coast 

defence fund. The Memorialist Li Hung- 
chang then proceeds to record in somewhat 
complicated and guarded language his 
objections to the issue of relief in the form 
of cheap grain ; first, because it is impossible 
to determine the genuineness of the poverty 
of the purchaser; secondly, because the 
tendency of Pekingese to eat their grain in 
the form of flour renders it necessary to 
have it ground by millers, who are certain 
to levy toll on what passes through their 
hands; and, thirdly, because the present 
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stagnant condition of trade will prevent 
that substantial aid from merchants being 
afforded, which on former occasions was 
one of the chief elements which conduced 
to the success of the undertaking. As, 
moreover, the Governor-General cannot 
be responsible for the management of the 
enterprise in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture, 
he begs to retire from the control as far as 
that region is concerned, and to leave it to 
the Governor and Governor Adjoint. As 
it is the chief object of the Board of Re- 
venue to provide against a pauper invasion 
of Peking, he opines that this object will 
be met by applying the system it is pro- 
posed to introduce to the Shun t‘ien pre- 
fecture alone, and he would suggest that 
40,000 piculs of grain from the Peking 
granaries be placed at the disposal of the 
Governor and Governor Adjoint of Shun- 
t‘ien for disposal in the manner that fur- 
ther enquiry may show to be advisable. 
He is prepared, if this suggestion meets 
with His Majesty’s approval, tq furnish 
Tis. 100,000 to be expended by the above 
officers in relief. —Approved by Rescript. 
(83) A further Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang with reference to the funds he has 
been called upon to provide for the pur- 
chase of the grain required for the object 
specified in the preceeding Memorial. ‘The 
Board suggested that the Arsenal fund 
should contribute ‘T'ls. 40,000, and the 
opium duties another Tls. 40,000; but on 
reference to the manager of the former 
establishinent and the Customs Tavtai, these 
officers represent that they are not in a 
position to meet these claims upon their 
resources. The Arsenal at Tientsin is 
supported by a grant of one fourth of the 
foreign Custums Revenue, supplemented 
by a contribution paid from the duties 
collected from the China Merchants’ Com- 
pany. These grants have been found 
insufficient of late years to meet the 
increased expenditure entailed by the extra 
provision of ammunition required by the 
different provinces, and the purchase of 
foreign machinery which this larger output 
requires. So much so, that the accounts 
show a large deficit, which for the last 
three years has been partially met by a 
mouthly grant of Tls. 10,000 from the Board 
of Revenue. The duties on foreign opium 
and dues-collected from the China Mer- 
chants’ Company are amalgamated under 
one head, and four-tenths of the total re- 
ceipts are paid over to the Arsenal, with 
the exzeption of one-fifth of the China 
Merchants’ Company’s duties, which are 
set apart for the use of the Board of 
Revenue. The balance, which is far from 





considerable, is devoted to the maintenance 
of coast defences and payment of troops, 
but as it is inadequate for this purpose, it is 
supplemented every year by drafts to the 
amount of several of lacs of taels on the 
funds which should properly be sent to the 
provincial capital by the Salt Commis- 
sioner. This state of financial embarrass- 
ment, which is the normal condition of the 
province in ordinary years, is naturally 
augmented in times of wide-spread distress 
like the present, and as the claims of the 
Board cannot possibly be met in the man- 
ner suggested, it becomes necessary to seek 
for other means of meeting the difficulty. 
The establishment known as the Chih 
Ying Chi, or General Accountant’s Office, 
which meets demands for payments on 
different accounts, has in hand at this 
moment principal funds which bear in- 
terest, and the Memorialist would suggest 
that this fund be drawn upon to the extent 
of Tis. 100,000 for the purpose above men- 
tioned.—Granted by Rescript. 

November 2nd.—(1) A Decree announc- 
ing with regret the death of Chang Yiin- 
ch‘ing, Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of Ceremonies, to whom the customary 
posthumous honours are allotted, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of the report of the Deputy Superintendent 
of the Peking Customs, stating that he 
informed his chief of the facts regarding 
the extortionate acts of the servants of the 
Jatter which he had mentioned to the 
President of the Minor Court, who had 
memorialised the Throne upon the subject. 
The two high Commissioners entrusted 
with the general enquiry into these scandals 
are directed to include this report in the 
subject of their investigations. (See Gazettes 
of 18th and 30th October.) 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsi requesting that a certain expectant 
Secretary of a Board in that province who 
owes to the Government land-tax money to 
the value of upwards of ‘I'ls, 1,200, and grain 
to the amount of more than 900 piculs, 
which he obstinately refuses to pay, may 
be cashiered and levally proceeded ayainst 
for the amount in question.—Granted by 
Reacript. 

(3) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that he has taken charge of a 
Liuchiuan junk with a crew of nine hands 
that was found in the Woga Channel on 
the 16th of the 7th moon. The master of 
the vessel stated that he and his men were 
natives of Napa in Liuchiu, and during a 
voyags on the Liuchinan coast they were 
attacked by pirates, who took all the rice 
with which the buat was loaded as well as 
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many miscellaneous articles of property 
that were on board. 
they found themselves in the Woya Chan- 
nel, where they anchored. The men have 
been furnished with a month’s provisions 
and a payment in money in lieu of the 
presents which should be bestowed upon 
them by the regulations, and means will 
hereafter be found of sending them back, 
—Revscript: It is noted. Let the place 
which the piracy oecurred be promptly as- 
certained, and let the authorities whose 
duty it is be instructed to seize the offen- 
ders and punish them. 


November 3rd.—(1) Court Circular. One | 


hundred and thirty-six presentations were 
made by the Board of War to His Majesty. 

(2) Hsii Pu (SRB is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremo- 
nies, aud Lin Chin-t‘ang (now command- 


ing in the New Dominion) Junior: Vice- 
President of the Board of War. 


{ 


Two days afterwards : 





(3) The whole of theremainder of thisday’s _ 


Gaze'te is occupied with a Memorial from 


Li Hung-chang reporting the result of his ; 


enquiries into a complicated case in which 
a Manchu captain at Shan-hai Kuan com- 


mitted suicide in the house of his Colonel . 


out of spite at his treatment by the former, 
who had reprimanded him and threatened 
to denounce him. As was probably anti- 
cipated, the relatives of the deceased made 
charges against the Culonel of having been 
the cause of the suicide, and counter- 
charges were brought by the Colonel fur- 
ther complicating the case, which was 
eventually brought to the notice of His 
Majesty, who referred it to Li Hung-chang. 
The story, which extends over some forty 
pages, is most uninteresting, and curious 
only in the one particular that the chain 
of events which led to the suicide had its 
origin in a woman, the widow of a Banner- 
man, who, having married a second time, 
tried to secure the continued enjoyment of 
the pension she had forfeited, thus bring- 
iny the captain of the company on whose 
books she was borne into trouble with his 
commanding ofticer. 

November 4th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the Board of Revenue to consider and act 
upon a proposition of the Censor Ting 
Chén-yi that concise and explicit rules 
should be drawn up laying down the man- 
ner in whieh returns of military expenditure 
should be sent in, and that these rules 
should be embodied in the Statutes of the 
Board, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging with grati- 
tude a report from the high otlicer in charge 
of the Yellow River works announcing that 
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the shuang chiany period has passed without 
mishaps, though dangerous pressure oc- 
curred at certain portions of the embank- 
ments. ‘Ten sticks of Tibetan incense are 
to be forwarded to Chting Yii, the high 
officer in question, who is directed to burn 
them reverently in the ‘'emple to the God 
fo the River as a thank-offering on His 
Majesty’s behalf. 

(3) A Postscript Memorial from Liu 
Ping-chang, Governor of Chékiang, report- 
ing that disastrous damage has been done 
to many places on the sea cvast in the 
prefecture of Hangchow owing to an 
abnormally high tide caused by gales, 
which overflowed the sea dykes in some 
places and carried them away in others. 
The damage caused by floods produced by 
similar causes in the beginning of the year 
had been repaired, and there was every 
prospect of getting in a fair cotton harvest 
in spite of the amount of land that had 
been placed under water, These expecta- 
tions were, however, dissipated by a re- 
currence of the disaster towards the close 
of the seventh moon, when high wind and 
heavy rain for several days in succession 
caused considerable damage, which was fur- 
ther augmented by a secund gale or greater 
violence a few days later. ‘Lhe damage to 
houses in Hangchow during this last gale 
was so considerable that the Memorialist 
felt anxious about the safety of the sea 
wall and the country along the coast, and 
accordingly sent officers to mske enquiries, 
Reports that have now come to hand reveal 
serious mishaps in many places. In Hai- 
ning Chou numberless houses have been 
injured and trees blown down, and the 
city wall has subsided in several places, 
while the tide rose over the sea wall and 
turned the country into a vast lake, doing 
considerable damage to the green crops 
and utterly ruining the cotton. Similar 
accounts come from Hai-yén Hsien, Shih- 
mén Hsien, T‘ung-hsiang Hsien, Hu-chow 
Fu and several Districts in that prefecture, 
and from Ningpo, Feng-hua, Tz‘u-chi, etc. ; 
walls, temples and buildings have fallen 
down, crushing people to death, and the tiles 
are said to have literally flown about the 
streets. Embankments have been carried 
away in all directions, doing immense 
damage to crops and causing loss of life, and 
the cotton harvest in particular seems to be 
ruined utterly beyond hope. The Memori- 
alist has given orders for relief to be 
afforded where it is required ; and has 
charged the responsible authorities to see 
that the embankments, which it is the 
business of the people themselves to main- 
tain, are duly and promptly repaired. The 
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impossibility of securing a good harvest 
has already put up the price of grain, 
but with the exception of two Districts in 
Hu-chow Fu, the people generally are 
quiet. In Wu-ch‘éng and Kuei-an large 
mobs have entered the town and en- 
deavoured to coerce the authorities into 
reducing the land tax, but the arrest aud 
punishment of some ten or more of the 
rioters caused the mob to disperse. When 
the autumn harvests are ripe, officers will 
be sent to ascertain the average of the yield 
with a view to considering the claims of 
these people, who are a turbulent and 
disorderly lot. 

(4) A Postscript Memorial from the same 
officer with reference to the contribution 
claimed from his prevince towards the sum 
of Tis. 260,000, which it would appear that 
the Board are anxious to raise in order to 
increase the salaries of metropolitan officials 
of the civil branch. The contribution 
demanded from Chékiang, which was to 
commence with the present year, was 
Tis, 12,000, and under instructions from 
the Board, sanctioned by Imperial Decree 
the claim was absolute, and the payments 
were to be continued from year tu year. In 
accordance with these instructions the 
Financial Commissioner has now succeeded 
in raising the required amount from different 
sources, and it will be sent by the first 
convenient opportunity, 

November 5th.—(1) A Decree passing 
sentence of dismissal upon Shéu Ying-kue, 
Fivancial Commissioner of Kueichow, who 
has been denounced by O-lo-hu-pu and 
Chang P‘ei-lun for acts of oppression and 
extortion during his tenure of office as 
Judge of Shensi, previous to his promo- 
tion to his present post. Certain District 
Magistrates uf the same province, and a 
pretect, who is dead, are included in the 
same sentence of dismissal, : 

(2) A Decree announcing the result of 
the enquiries which the above named 
ofticers were sent to prosecute in Shensi, the 
Governor and many subordinate officials 
of which province were charged with bear- 
ing an indifferent reputation. Although 
no actual proof of any specific acts of 
wrongdoing have been brought home 
to the Guvernor by the officers in ques- 
tion, they find that he was unable to put 
a stop to the acceptance of presents by 
officials, nor did he keep his servants in 
proper check, the result being that worth- 
less persons were entrusted with the ad- 
ministration of such arrangements as the 
corvee system, the levy of lekin, the re- 
clamation of waste lands and other im- 
portant matters, numerous abuses arising 
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therefrom. Féug Yii-chi is ordered to be 
removed from his post and committed to 
the Board for the determination of a 
specially severe penalty, and heavier punish- 
ments are allotted to a number of minor 
ofticials, whose names are given, under his 
jurisdiction. 

(3) Pien Pao-ti, is appointed Governor 
of Shénai, Yeh Po-ch‘uan being called upon 
to act pending his arrival. Liu Jui-fen, 
(formerly Taotai at Ningpo) is appointed 
Financial Commissioner of Kiangsi, and 
Wang Sung-lin is promoted to the post of 
Judge of the same province. 

(4) Li Yung-ch‘ing is appointed Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Kuei-chow. 

(5) A Decree inflicting the penalty of 
deprivation of three steps of commutative 
rank, with removal to another post, on the 
Censor Huang Chao-shéng, recently com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty, in consequence of his improper 
endeavour to clear the character of a dis- 
graced official. ; 

(6) The Tartar General at Canton reports 
that he has had six breech-loading howitzers, 
manufactured after the foreign model at 
Canton; for the use of a foreign drilled 
artillery brigade of 1,500 men that he has 
recently organised. ‘The corps is now 
provided with 18 field-pieces. 

(7) A Joint Memorial from the Tartar 
Gelneral, Governor-General, Hoppo, and 
two Manchu Lieutenant-Generalsat Canton, 
soiciting the bestowal of rewards upon 
the students at the school of foreign lan- 
guages at Canton who have acquitted them- 
selves creditably during the period of three 
years that has just expired. It is proposed 
to bestow the grade of student interpreter 
upon fuur of the students, and to reward 
the exertions of the professors by the 
bestowal of some form of honorary dis- 
tinction.—Granted by Rescript. 

(8) A Postscript Memorial from the same 
officers. ‘The grade of interpreter con- 
ferred on students from the above men- 
tioned college, who have completed their 
three years course, is by Imperial sanction 
allowed to carry with it the privilege of 
competing at the provincial examinations, 
Meritorious service on the part of these 
interpreters entitles them to promotion to 
the grade of Assistant Magistrate, with 
further advancement. Manchu __ inter- 
preters preferring to adopt a military 
career could be promoted to the grade of 
Fang Yiu, or Captain. Some ten years 
ago the grade of interpreter was abolished 
on the score of expense, and as there was 
no intercourse on the part of the military 
with foreiguers, the grade of military inter- 
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preter and its attendant promotion was also 
abolished, the grade of Assistant Magistrate 
only being left open to passed students, 
who have failed to qualify for higher posts 
by taking the chit jen deyree. In accord- 
ance with this arrangement, the Memoria- 
lists now beg to recommend for promotion 
four students who passed in the year 1880, 
and have failed to obtain a provincial gra- 
duate’s degree after three attempts. When 
any of the Memorialists held receptions, 
one of these students attended and inter- 
preted with success, while in manner and 
deportment they were fairly presentable. 
They would further solicit promotion for 
other students recommended for appoint- 
ments to Assistant Magistracies three years 
ago, whose translations of foreign des- 
patches and reports into Chinese have been 
accurate, and their interpretation displayed 
intelligence, 


November 6th.—(1) Li Chao-hsi (=f 


$3) is appointed Taotai of the Kuei Hai 
circuit in Kueichow. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor 
of Chékiang reporting the success he 
has had in his endeavours to procure 
a certain quantity of a medicinal herb 


called pai shu ( £4 JfU) in obedience 


to a decree recently received by him. In 
this decree he was ordered to procure as 
much of this pai shu as he could, the best 
description of which was the wild kind, 
which was said to grow in Yii-ch‘ien Hsien. 
Enquiries were at once made, but it was 
found that several hundred years had 
elapsed since wild pai shu had been found 
in any quantity in Yii-ch‘ien Hsien, most 
of what was sold being spurious. The 
Memorialist’s agents were also informed 
that natural pai shu was extremely rare, 
and that it was only in a few of the drug 
shops in Hangchow or in some of the 
houses in Yii-ch‘ien, the occupants of which 
had possibly picked a few specimens 
amongst the hills, that real pai shu was to 
be found. Officers with a knowledge of 
this plant were then sent to Yii ch‘ien to 
buy pai shu at any price, provided it was 
the genuine wild kind, and the medicine 
shops in Hangchow were ransacked at the 
same time. The result of these measures 
has been the discovery, after infinite trouble, 
of four catties of the genuine article, which 
the Memorialisthas sent under the special 
charge of a wei-yiian to Peking. 

November 7th.—(1) In a Memorial from 
the Governor-General at Foochow announ- 
cing the despatch of an officer with an 
instalment of subsidies due tu Peking, he 
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mentions that the duties on tea in the 
province of Fuhkien are taxed by the 
Central Government to the extent of 
Tis. 130,000, other duty receipts being 
taxed at Tls. 100,000. Of these amounts 
the office of the Imperial Household gets 
Tls. 50,000, the north-east frontier defence 
fund Tis. 80,000, and the Tls. 100,000 goes 
to the: Board of Revenue. | 


November 8th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


November 9th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Shantung appealing for 
further assistance towards the relief of the 
distress caused by the floods. He estimates 
the number of the sufferers in the fourteen 
departments and districts over which the 
disaster extends at upwards of a million, 
exclusive of the victims of minor disasters 
in other low-lying grounds. During the 
long winter that is before them it is abso- 
lutely necessary that some aid be granted 
to these unfortunate people to keep body 
and soul together. The amounts already 
expended in relief are as follows :— 


By Imperial grant .........Tls. 160,000 
By contributions from 
other provinces............ », 300,000 


Expended by privateagents ,, 70,000 
By sales of titles, etc....... ,, 200,000 
Total...Tls. 730,090 


To this must be added 50,000 piculs of 
tribute rice stopped by His Majesty’s sanc- 
tion. The only resource which the Memo- 
trialist has to turn to for further supplies is 
the proceedsof the sale of titles inShantung, 
and other provinces where the authorities 
have been good enough to establish agencies 
for that purpose. The income from this 
this source, however, is limited and pre- 
carious, and the needs of the people are 
pressing. Under these circumstances he 
would crave permission to appropriate 
50,000 piculs of the tribute grain of the 
province due for the present year towards 
the relief of thuse in need.—Granted by 
Reacript. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Liu Chin- 
tfang, Commander-in-chief in the New 
Dominion, soliciting His Majesty’s ap- 
proval of the appointment of the following 
officers to the new posts that have been 
created in that region. 


Intendant of the Aksu circuit, Lo Ch‘ang- 


hu He Fe jin - 


Sub-prefect of Wén-su Chihli Chou, 


Chén, Ming-yii FR Eh. 
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Tntendant of the Kashgar circuit, and 
Superintendent of Foreign Trade, Ch‘én 


Pao-shan Ba F425. 
Sub-prefect of Su-lo 

Chiang Hao Te es. 
Magistrate of Su-fu Haien, Hsii Ting- 


chiu aT Jt. 


To each of these officers wooden seals 
have been furnished upon which are en- 
graven their respective rank and titles. 
—Rescript : Let the Buard concerued take 
note, 

November 10th. The only papers 
worthy of record in this day’s issue are 
Memorials from the Governor of Shantung 
submitting the names of officers to His 
Majesty who have been specially liberal in 
their contributions towards the Yellow 
River Flood fund. . He calls particular 
attention to the liberality of the Grand 
Secretary ‘T'so ‘T'sung-t‘ang, the Governor 
of Honan, the Literary Chancellor of the 
same province, P‘an ‘I'su-yin, President 
of the Board of Punishments, now in 
mourning, the Governor of Kiangsi, the 
Governor of Kiangsi, Hu Kuang-jung (the 
banker, who contributes Tis. 10,000), and 
many others. Ina separate Memorial he 
solicits the bestowal of honorary forms of 
reward upon a committee of gentry, meimn- 
bers of the official class, who were instru- 
mental in collecting in Shanghai ‘I'ls. 76,000, 
which, together with ten thousand wadded 
coats, was distributed by their agents 
amongst the sufferers. 

November 11th.—(1) An appeal from 
the Acting Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces for permission to raise 
contributions for the further relief of the 
sufferers by flood in Hupei by the sale of 
titles and patents of rank. As was earlier 
reported (see Gazette of July 23rd) an ex- 
cessive rise in the waters of the Great 
River in the beginning of the summer, 
followed by heavy rains later on, caused 
serious floods in six Departments and Dis- 
trictas in Hupei, two of which, namely 
Mien-yang and Chien-li, were still suffer- 
ing from the effects of last year’s inunda- 
tions, and the people consequently have 
not been able to put any crops in the 
ground at all thia year. Last winter nearly 
612,000 people were relieved, but the 
losses they have suffered during the pre- 
sent year have reduced even those who 
were comparatively better off to a condi- 
tion of absolute penury, and now that 
the winter is coming on nothing but 
a liberal and extensive exercise of charity 
will enable them to keep body and 


Chihli Chou, 


1 
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soul to ether. The resources of the 
province are quite insutticient to meet this 
call, burdened as they have been by a 
demand for Tis. 110,000 towards the aid 
of the sufferers in Shantung, and the 
Memorialist is compelled to suggest the 
adoption of the expedient mentioned above 
in order to raise the necessary funds. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) Memorial from Lin Chin-t‘ang, 
Administrator of the New Dominion, re- 
porting that the Chieftain of the Ma- 
hometan tribe known as the Nan Hui Pu 
at Barkul has, in accordance with usage, 
tendered an offering to His Majesty of 
one tael five mace of gold dust. The 
gold dust has been sent under cover to 
the Office of the Imperial Household, 
and, in conformity with the precedent 
established on the last occasion when this 
offering was made, a present of two pieces 
of wide satin was bestowed upon the 
chieftain. —Rescript: It is noted. 

November 12th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Shang Hsien, Director of the Imperial 
Court of Entertainment, urging the necessity 
of exercising more careful supervision over 
the collectorates of customs and octroi in 
Peking which are rife with abuses of various 
kinds. He calls special attention to a 
practice which prevails of each newly ap- 
pointed Superintendent (who is changed 
annually) deputing one of his personal ser- 
vants to assist the official examiner in the 
inspection of dutiable articles aa they enter 
the gates. The motive with which the 
practice was instituted was that the Super- 
intendent might keep a check, by means of 
a trusted and confidential dependent, on the 
action of the official examiner, but the result 
has generally been that the two work in 
collusion to oppress the tax-payer, and 
enrich themselves. Fines for breaches of 
regulation which are limited by statute are 
levied largely in excess of the authorised 
amount on the slightest pretext, and so 
arbitrary and oppressive have these ex- 
actions become that the customs of the 
capital is a byword amongst the people, 
and trade has been seriously hampered. 
The Memorialist is informed by the De- 
puty Superintendent of Customs that Pa 
Yang-a, the examiner nominated by the 
present Superintendent, and Yén Fa, the 
Superintendent's contidential retainer, have 
been particularly notorious for their whole- 
sale extortious. Numbers of mule drivers 
and others who have refused to comply 
with their demands have been imprisoned 
and tortured, and five fruit merchants have 
become bankrupt in consequence of their 
exactions, which reached in the particular 
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case the Memorialist refers to the sum of 
Tis. 1500 in fines alone. A foreign paper- 
shop had to pay a fine of Tls. 3000 to these 
same men, and even the Senior Nyo Fs 
(husband of an Imperial Princess) was their 
victim to the extent of a fine of Tls. 400. 
All these cases and many more not enu- 
merated have occurred within the last two 
mouths, and if His Majesty will be pleased 
to summon K‘o Méng-o, the Deputy Super- 
intendent, he will be able to substantiate 
the allegations now made. In_ bringing 
this state of things to His Majesty’s notice 
the Memorialist begs to suggest two mea- 
sures for the prevention of the abuses he 
indicates. He would propose, first, that 
the Superintendent be made responsible for 
the shortcomings of his subordinates, and, 
second, he would have the rules regarding 
the fines which can be legitimately levied 
properly enunciated. (For Decree answer- 
ing this Memorial see Gazette of 18th 





October; also Gazettes of 30th October and . - 


1st November.) 


November 13th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
a donation of two months’ pay and rations 
to be bestowed upon the Imperial clans- 
men direct and collateral in view of the 
inclemency of the season and the hardness 
of the times. Widows and orphans belong- 
ing to the same class are to receive one 
month’s allowance. In a separate Decree 
the same privilege is extended to banner- 
men and all branches of the military ser- 
vice. 

(2) The following high officers are ac- 
corded permission to ride within the For- 
bidden City. 

QO-lo-ho-pu, President of the Board of 
Revenue. 

Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ung-a, President of the 
Monyolian Superintendency. 

Yén Hsii, Senior President of the Court 
of Censors. 

Kuang Shun, Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household. 


November 14th —(1) A Decree in answer 
to a representation frum Li Hung-chang 
authorising the Governor-General to make 
such arrangements as he may find on en- 
quiry to be necessary, for reducing the 
rents upon lands in Chihli which are the 
property of princes, dukes, and other 
members of the nobility who hold these 
Jands under fief granted to their ancestry. 
The rents upon other lands which are 
the property of some of the Banner 
Corps upon which annual rents are paid, are 
similarly to be reduced for the current 
year, in view of the general distress that 
prevails. 


Nov. 14—17.] 


(2) A Memorial from the Censor Liu 
En-po with reference to the unsatisf.ctury 
nature of the supervision that is exercised 
by the Superintendent of the Peking Cus- 
toms over the collection of duties upon 
goods entering the metropolis. It is com- 
mouly reported that the reason why it is the 
custom for the Superintendents never to pay 
a personal visit of inspection to the oftice 
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under their control, is because when a. 


Superintendent once ventured to do sv 
some years ago, the office most wnaccount- 
ably took fire. The result is that there is 
a prejudice amongst Superintendents ayainst 
formally entering upon the duties of their 
post, for their servants would, in the event 
of their doing ao, arrange with the Customs 
underlings that the office should thereupon 
take fire. The object of the Memorialist 
in bringing this matter to the notice of 
His Majesty is that he may venture a 
suggestion that Superintendents of Customs 
be hereafter called upon to visit their ofticus 
at stated periods, and that they may be 
exempt from penalties in the event of these 
offices taking fire. 

(3) A Postscript Memorial from the same 
officer. He heard some time ayo that 
one Tien, a servant of the Superintendent 
of Customs, was in the habit of sitting 
judicially in the front court attached to 
the Ch‘ung Wén Customs Office to hear 
cases of evasion of duty by petty smugglers, 
whom he used to correct by the infliction 
of a beating with the hand or with the 
bamboo as the case might be, and that the 
officer on duty was afraid to interfere with 
him. It was also alleged that this same 
individual inflicted a fine of Tls. 2,000 upon 
the ladies of the family of a Taotai in Fuh- 
kien who, on returning to Peking, brought 
with them some ten striking clocks as 
presents to their relations and friends. He 
refused to allow the name of the ‘T'aotai to 
be quoted under pain of striking the person 
ou the mouth who dared to plead for the 
possession of the clocks. ‘The Memorialist 
would venture to sugyest that this case be 
included in the enquiry which is now to be 
held by an Ianperial Commission. 

November 15th.—(1) A Memorial from 
K‘u Meng-o, the Deputy Superintendent 
of Customs aud Octroi in Pekiug, corro- 
borating the statements regarding the exces- 
sive fines levied and cruelties practised by 
the servant of the Chief Superin'endent 
Jui Lien and the weiyuun appointed by 
the latter. The Memoriatist explains that 
he made these disclosures to Shang Hsien, 
the Director of a minor Court, who re- 


ported them to His Majesty in a moment: 


of vexation at his failure to put a stop to 
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these abuses, but he was not aware that 
his friend would intrude them upon His 
Majesty’s notice. 

(2) A Memorial from Sé Léng-o, Imperial 
Resident in Tibet. In the summer of the 
year 1881 the Assistant Governor at Tar- 
bayatai wrote to the Memuorialist to inform 
him that the hutukt‘u Kunk‘och‘ala having 
asked him, the Assistant Governor, to 
apply for permission for the hutukt‘u to 
return on leave to his home in Tibet and 
also to have audience of the Dalai Lama, 
His Majesty on being applied to had, 
in due course, accorded the requisite 
permission. The Memorialist on receipt 
of this letter communicated with the Trea- 
surers of Anterior and Ulterior Tibet, cal- 
ling upon them reverently to give effect 
to His Majesty’s commands.’ ‘The said 
hutukt‘u has now reported to the Memo- 
rialist that he left the temple known as the 
Ch‘eng-hua Ssii in Altai mountains in the 
7th mvon of the 7th year (1881) and 
reached the seat of the Dalai Lama in the 
month of April las} Having made obei- 
sance to the Pontiff, he entered the Great 
Temple to undergo a course of study and 
abstinence, ayd he had now to report 
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama had 
been good enough to bestow upon him 
the sacerdotal name of Chiamupat‘utopu 
in place of the name he went by before, 
As he begged that this change of name 
might be reported to His Majesty, the 
Memorialist accordingly submits the de- 
tails. Rescript.—It is noted. ; 

November 16th.—The only documents 
worthy of record in this day’s issue are a 
series of reports from metropolitan Censors 
regarding the improvement of police sur- 
veillance in Peking, the substance of which 
has already been embodied in decrees that 
have previously appeared. 

November 17th.—(1) Hai Yiian, Governor 
of Kirin, reports the steps that he has taken 
in obedience tov Imperial commands re- 
ceived @ mouth ago, calling upon him to 
procure some of the firs: quality of wild 
ginseng for the use of the Imperial House- 
hold, the supply forwarded from his pro- 
vince last year being nearly atanend. On 
receipt of these orders the Memorialist at 
once directed one of the Colonels under his 
command to take steps to procure a certain 
quantity of the root. This officer was suc- 
cessful in getting six large roots, and twelve 
small rvots, weighing in all 5 ounces 6 
mace, and of a quality that might fairly be 
called superior. The cost of these routs 
was ‘I'ls. 840.5, which was paid for out of 
the Customs duties at the Memorialist’s 
disposal. Having first inspected them in 
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person, the Memorialist proceeded to have 
them packed in two boxes which were care- 
fully wrapped up and closely sealed, after 
which they were handed over to Chifiian 
vé, Captain of Manchu Infantry, to be 
taken to Peking and presented to the office 
of the Imperial Household. The Colonel 
has been instructed to continue to look 
out for more roots, and when these are 
procured they will be forwarded in a sepa- 
rate package to Peking. Advice of the 
despatch of the two cases has been sent to 
the otlice of the Imperial Household. — 
Rescript : It is noted. 

(2) A Memorial from Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
Director-General of Grain Transport, re- 
porting that he has forwarded ‘I'ls. 10,000 
from the opium lekin receipts in his hands 
in aid of the distress in the Shun-ttien 
Prefecture, which he has added an offering 
of Tls. 1,000 from his private funds. He 
proposes later on to forward a second re- 
mittance of Tls. 10,000 towards the same 
object. In reporting the transmission: of 
this contribution the Memorialist takes 
occasion to point out that he has taxed 
the resources of the province to their ut- 
most Jimit in furnishing these funds, 

November 18th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
certain criminals guilty of robbery with 
violence in broad daylight who have been 
captured iu the eastern division of Peking, 
to be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments, and two long Memorials reporting 
the capture of run-away criminals in Yiin- 
nan and Anhui respectively, occupy the 
whole of this day’s issu. 

November 19th.—(1) A Decree directing 
Jui Lien, Superintendent of the Peking 
Customs, who has requested that a penalty 
may be inflicted upon him for his want of 
eare in this department under his control, 
to await the report of the Committee of 
Enquiry, when the Imperial Will shall be 
made known, 

(3) The Board of Civil Office report the 
decision they have come tv in the case 
of the Censor Huang Chao-shéng, who 
was committed to them for the determina- 
tion of a penalty for his impropriety in 
endeavouring to clear the character of a 
disgraced official. For Decree announcing 
this sentence see Gazette of Sth November, 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the perivd of ‘‘ hoar frost” has gone 
by without any mishap to the embank- 
ments in the upper portion of the Yellow 
River. Although he is able to announce 
that no accident has occurred, this has only 
been prevented by the strenuous exertions 
of the officers and men charged with the 
care of the embankments, many of them 
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being obliged to work day and night for 
days together to save the works from 
being carried away. In short, ever since 
the 6th moon there have been continual 
strucgles with imminent dangers, and it 
has been impossible to relax precautions for 
a moment. He regrets to say, however, 
that the expense entailed in averting these 
dangers has exceeded that of ordinary 
years by several millions of taels, danzers 


which have been caused by the increased | 
volume of water in the upper portions of ' 


the stream augmented by incessant and 
heavy rain. In reporting the perils that 
have been safely gone through it becomes 
the Memorialist’s duty to pray His Majesty 
to cause the issue of some Tibetan incerse 
to him, that he may reverently burn it asa 
thankoffering to the God of the River, 

(6) The Governor of Kirin reports the 
re-capture of a certain run-away prisoner, 
and makes the usnal request for the remis- 
sion of the penalties to which his custo- 
dians were liable. ‘This prisoner, who was 
awaiting his trial on a charge of murdering 
six Cureans at Hung-ch‘un, on the frontier 
of that kingdom, and making off with some 
thirty head of cattle they were driving, 
having on his recapture confessed his guilt, 
was taken out and suwmarily decapitated. 

November 20th.—The Memorials in this 
day’s Gazette are of formal nature, with 
the exception of a few reports that have 
earlier been noticed in another form. 

November 21lst.—(1) The Governor- 
General Li Hung-chaug reports that a 
District Magistrate has been appointed to 
a post within 500 li of his native place, 
and hag, therefore been obliged to vacaty 
it. ‘Lhe Magistrate in question, who is a 
Manchu and a member of the Imperiat 
clan, has recently been appointed to 
the Mayistracy of Au-p‘ing which is less 
than 500 li, the prescribed distance, frum 
his home in the capital. Under these 
circumstances the Memorialist proposes to 
effect a transfer between him and the 
Mayistrate of the Kao-i District, who, being 
a Hupei man, and gifted with intelligence 
and capacity, is well fitted fur the post. 
Referred to the Board. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang reporting that he has found it 
advisable to convert a masked battery at 
Ta-shih wan in the Kiang-yin District 
on the south bank of the Yangtsze in- 
tou an ordinary fort. This battery was 
situated near a depression in the hills 
where the damp and moisture were 8v 
great that everything that could be sv 
affected got rotten and spoiled with the 
wet. ‘Tue heavy gales which oceurred 
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in Augtst last have done considerable 
damage to the timbers, roofing and walls 
of the batteries, masked and unmasked, in 
different places along the river, more 
especially in the Chiang-yin District, at 
Ch‘iian-shan Kuan, Hsiang-shan, Chiao 
Shan and Tu ‘Tien Miao. Orders have 
been given to repair these damages with 
all despatch, and to construct two additional 
powder magazines on the north and south 
banks of the river at Ch‘iian-shan Kuan. 
(3) Chang Shu-shéng, Governor-General 
at Canton, asks for the bestowal of an 
honorary tablet upon a gentleman now 
deceased, a native of the Nan-hai District 
iu which Canton is situated, who bequeath- 
ed over I'ls. 1,000 towards founding a 
college in that District, drawing up a code 
of rules under which he wished the college 
to be conducted. This money was paid 
over by his two sons, who have succeeded 
in collecting other subscriptions to aun 
amount sufficient to found the college the 
est-«blishment of which their father had so 
much at heart. —Granted by Rescript. 
November 22nd.—Twenty pages of this 
day’s issue are occupied with a long report 
from O lo-ho-pu and Chang P*ei-lun, the 
two Commissioners charged with the inves- 
tigation of abuses in Shensi, with regard 
to a murder case in the ‘Ii yiian district. 
In this case the District Magistrate and 
others had in the first instance convicted 
the wrony individual, and afterwards when 
the case was reversed by the Prefect and 
other persons implicated, the evidence was 
so falsified and the dates so altered as to 
throw suspicion over the genuineness of 
the whole story. ‘The facts as related in 
the memorial are not interestingp being a 
simple history of a case of murder com- 
mitted from spite, but the paper is worth 
recording because it reveals how confes- 
sion of guilt does not, in serious cases at 
least, secure the prisoner immunity from 
torture. The first man arrested, haviny con- 
fessed his guilt under examination by the 
magistrate, was sentenced to death by that 
ofticer. On the case coming before the 
prefect, he was suspicious at the absence 
of any evidence as to accomplices, so he 
set to work to torture the man again, when 
he gave the names of three others as being 
his accomplices. ‘Their evidence in turn 
was vpset, and the original criminal then 
putin an alibi. A case was finally made 
out, but rejected by the Board, who ob- 
jected to confirm the sentence of death 
passed on three persons for the murder of 
one individual, certain facts as stated in 
the minutes further arousing their suspi- 
cion as to the genuineness of the evidence. 
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These minutes were accordingly sent to 
the Memorialists with instructions to make 
secret enquiries into the matter, which 
enquiries have led to the discovery, in the 
first instance, that the dates of occurrences 
as reported by the magistrate are all falsi- 
fied. They suyyest that a further enquiry 
should be held by the Governor and Pro- 
vincial Judye, the latter of whom is a 
new arrival, and therefore not likely to be 
interested in maintaining the accuracy of 
the previous minutes and evidence. They 
mention at the close of their report that 
of late years there has been a dearth of 
ofticial secretaries in the province well 
versed in criminal law, which subject is 
hot given the attention it requiries, and 
when cases are sent down from Peking for 
further investigation the original story is 
invariably adhered to, no matter what the 
province. and where an appeal goes down 
to a province the appellant is perfectly 
certain to meet with ill-treatment and in- 
justice. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of Chékiang reporting that Liu Shéng- 
ts‘ao, the newly appointed Judge of the 
province, took over oftice on the 3rd of 
October. He was just about to report the 
fact to His Majesty, when Liu Shéng-ts‘ao 
sent word to him to say that he had gone 
mad and begged that some one wight be 
appointed to act in his place. The Me- 
morialist promptly went to see him and 
found there was a something slightly un- 
natural about his manner while his remarks 
were not very intelligible. His spirits and 
general health were, at the same time, good, 
and his faculties of perception remained 
to him, so that the complaint does not 
seem hopelessly incurable. Inasmuch how- 
ever as the judicial business of the pro- 
vince centres in the judge, it is neces- 
sary to appoint a man to act in the 
place of Lin Shéng-ts‘ao, and, with His 
Majesty’s permission, the officer whom the 
Memorialist will depute is the present 
Taotai of the Hang Chia Hu Circuit. 
Meanwhile Liu Shéng-ts‘ao has been or- 
dered to devote his attention to the cure 
of his malady, and his leave will be can- 
celled as soon as he is well. 

November 23rd. —(1) Wu Ting-fén, 
Minister of the Tsungli Yamén, is ap- 
pointed Acting Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) A report from the Governor-General 
at Canton announcing the discovery of one 
Hsii Yung-shéng, an expectant sub-prefect 
in that province, who has been posted as 
“wanted” for some time past. The said 
Heit Yung-shéng had according to his own 
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statement been living in a temple called 
the Pai-yiian Sst, outside the northern gate 
of the city of Canton, where he had lain 
ill for some time. Being out of the way 
of hearing any news at this temple, he had 
only recently learnt that his presence was 
required to give an explanation of his con- 
duct in regard to a certain case in which he 
was implicated, but as soon as he became 
aware of the fact that a warrant was out 
‘for his arrest he had come to surrender 
himself, Orders have been given to the 
Provincial Administrative Committee to 
have the man placed under strict surveil- 
lance pending his trial by the Prefect at 
Canton, and the Memorialist has mean- 
while to request that the circular instruc- 
tions to the different provinces ordering 
authorities to be on the look out for him 
may be cancelled, 

November 24th.—(1) A long and inter- 
esting Memorial from the Governor General 
of Szechuen stating in detail his reasons 
for requesting the extension of the limit of 
time after which the Board of Punishments 
have laid down, as an absolute rule, that 
no summary executions for the crime of 
robbery shall be allowed to take place, all 
such criminals being required to be taken 
to the provincial capital and their case re- 
ferred to Peking for instructions. This 
limit was for one year, and the period 
having expired, it would be the duty of the 
Memorialist to comply with the rule, made, 
as it is, in the interests of justice and 
mercy, were it not for the fact that other 
considerations come in, in the case of Sze- 
chuen, which render the fulfilment of its 
provisions not only a matter of difficulty 
and expense, but also of doubtful advan- 
tage to the general welfare of the province, 
The arguments in support of this suatement 
which the Memorialis4 then proceeds to 
give are too Jong to be reproduced in ex- 
tenso, but they are, briefly, to the following 
effect; Brigandage and crimes of violence 
are undoubtedly more rife in Szechuen 
than elsewhere, saturated as the province 
is witha leaven of affiliated and secret 
societies which extend to every part. thereof. 
The frontier, too, is a special element of 
danger, aff-rding opportunities for the re- 
fuge of the criminal classes. The area 
over which supervision has to be exer- 
cised, again, is especially large, and the 
distances are very yreat, while the limited 
funds at the disposal of the local autho- 
rities is au inducement to them to con- 
duct their measures of police on a re- 
duced and economical scale. Unfortunately, 
laxity in police supervision is the signal 
or an increase of crime. 


Google 


which the criminal classes are held in Sze- 
chuen is evinced by the fact that the 
majority of the gentry of the province have 
an understanding with the former, upon 
whose immunity from punishment their 
own safety depends. It was these aud 
other considerations that led to the adop- 
tion of the system of summary execution 
some time since, which exercised a terrori- 
sing influence over the neighbourhood in 
which the crimes occurred. It must be 
pointed out, however, that these summary 
executions were not carried out on the 
impulse of a momentary resolution when a 
particular outrage had taken place, but 
the identity of the criminals was duly 
established beforehand, and the usual 
legal proofs of their guilt had and have 
to be produced before sentence could be 
passed and carried out. Apart from the 
question of expense of transport, the dan- 
gers of a rescue en route, the necessity of 
keeping a large proportion of a few police 
available, employed in conveying prisoners 
to and fro, and the waste of time that the 
obligation to forward to the provincial city 
all prisoners under sentence of capital 
punishment would entail, the fact of their 
being put to death at some period of 
time remote from the date of the com- 
mission of the crime, and of the execu- 
tion taking place at a distance from the 
scene of the offence, would be sufficient to 
detract greatly from the deterring influence 
of the punishment, which can only affect 
the persons whom it is wished to overawe 
when they are eyewitnesses of the penalty 
that crime evokes. Then, again, it has to 
be borne in mind that when a criminal is 
taken away from the scene of his crime, 
and is out of the reach of witnesses who 
are able to cunfute his statements, he is very 
prone to recant his previous admissions of 
guilt, and this necessitates a fresh trial, with 
theattendantexpense of producing witnesses 
and evidence to re-establish his guilt, ‘These 
and many other considerations force the 
Memorialist to ask His Majesty’s permis- 
sion to be alluwed to adhere to the uld 
practice, or, at any rate, a modified form 
of it, which is found to be absulutely neces- 
sary under present circumstances. He 
adds that personal experience has proved 
to his satisfaction the mischief of erring on 
the side of too humane an administration. 
H» Ch‘ang-ling, a former Governor of 
Kueichow, by his mild system of govern- 
ment, raised the seeds of disorder which 
spread tu Szechuen, and up to the present 
moment neither province has recovered 
from the effects of hisrule. So, again, with 


The terror in | Kuangsi. The rebellion which originated 
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with Hung Hain-ch‘iian (the Taiping 
chief). is attributable to the want of 
firmuess exercised by the Governor of 
that province, who, by his ill-advised 
release of the remainder of the gang 
after capturing ther leader, let louse a 
poisonous element that made its injurious 
effects felt throughout the length and 
breadth uf the Empire. In couciusion he 
would propuse the following modifica- 
tions of the old arrangement. In the 


case of an arrest of robbers by a Ma- - 


gistrate who has a Prefect or a Taotai 


- over him and residing in the same city, 


the ease shall be tried by the said Prefect 
or Taotai, Should there be no Prefect or 
Taotai in the city, the prisoners, if the 
place is near to the provincial capital, shall 
be tried by a special officer of rank sent 
from the provincial capital for that purpose. 
In cases where the scene of the crime is 


* distant from the provincial capital, either 


the ‘l'aotai in charge of the circuit will go 
in person to try the case, or a cupable 
Magistrate from some neighbouring Dis- 
trict or Department will be sent to check 
the minutes aud proceedings of his cl- 
league. In no case will applications for 
permission to inflict summary capital 
punishment be approved unless the evid- 
ence is absolutely clear and circumstantial. 


 —Decree : Let the Buard of Punishments 


take note. 
November 25th.—No documents of im- 


-' Dortance. 


November 26th.—(1) A Decree announc- 
ing with regret the death of En Fu, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Jé-ho, whose body 
is allowed to be brought into the capital 
for the performance of the funeral obsequies, 


Chi Ko (MS) is appvinted in his 
atoad. : 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. In the year 1880 a Censor re- 
quested His Majesty to authorise the re- 
duction of rent on lands held by the nobility 
in Chihli in years of bad harvest, and 
further suggested that these rents should 
hereafter be cullected by the local author- 
ities instead of by agents employed by 
the landlords. The suggestions were ap- 
proved by His Majesty, who directed that 
the different prefects in whose jurisdiction 
such lands were to be found were to make 
their own arrangements fer reducing the 
rents in years of scarcity. The distress 
that has this year been occasioned by the 
floods in Chihli is of so extraordinarily 
serious a character that not only are no 
rents forthcoming from laud-rentera, but 
they themselves are actually unable tu fiud 
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food for the support of their own families. 
It appears from the reports that have been 
sent in from certain districts, that although 
these rents have been entirely remitted, 
the ageuts of some of the nobility to whom 
the lands belongare nevertheless eudeavour- 
ing on one pretextor another to extort money 
from the unfortunate holders, and the two 
Provincial Commissioners have now applied 
to the Memorialist to solicit His Majesty's 
intervention. ‘Che Memorialist would ac- 
cordingly ask whether His Majesty will not 
be pleased to instruct the princes, dukes, 
and other members of the nobility who are 
owners of property in the province to make 
personal enguiry inte the condition of their 
property, and after satisfying thesmselves 
by inspection of the state of affairs, to let 
the local authority in charge of the district 
know the amount of reduction they are pre- 
pared to make. ‘The authority could then 
issue a proclamation which would enable the 
people to know the exact measure of 
bounty that was extended to them. This 
application for reduction of rent applies 
equally to those rents which used to be 
collected by bailiffs from the Office of the 
Imperial Household, but which are now 
collected by the local authorities ; such as 
the so-called ‘incense and oil” rents on 
sacrificial lands, the rents due on certain 
lands which are appropristed by the Gene 
darmerie for repairs to the Westeru(River?), 
rents for lands belonging to the Eastern 
Mausolea, and so forth. 

November 27th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Kuvichow making certain 
sugzestions for the reclamation of waste 
lauds devastated during the rebellion which 
the efforts of the Committee of Reorganisa- 
tion during the ten and more years that 
have elapsed since the pacitication of the 
province have failed to vbtain occupants 
for, Many causes have contributed to 
this failure ; either the land is remote from 
a highway, and difticulties of obtaining 
supplies are encountered, or, again, the 
land itself is of tou poor quality to induce 
settlers to come and take it up. It has 
occurred to the Memorialist that a system 
somewhat similar to that adupted by Li 
Hung-chang in Chihli and Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
on the north-west frontier might be suc- 
cessfully applied to these waste lands in 
Kueichow. fu .Chihli, the Governor- 
General encouraged the officers and men 
composing the garrisons along the coast of 
that province to employ their intervals of 
leisure from drill in bringing the waste 
land under cultivation, and so successful 
were their endeavours that the harvests 
they gathered eventually reached as high » 
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fizure as several hundred thousand bushels. 
So also in Kausu, Tso ‘T'sung-t‘ang made 
the soldiers posted at the Kuo Ching Kuan, 
and alony the line of route from Ching Chou 
to Yii-mén Asien cultivate the land in their 
immediate neighbourhood, whereby enough 
corn was raised to feed the men. The 
same process would be productive of 
good results in Kueichow, in the Memori- 
alist’s opinion, an-l on the suggestion of 
the Committee of Reorganisation, a system 
of military farming is now going to be 
inaugurated, Officers will be instructed 
-to encourage their men to devote their 
leisure time to the cultivation of the land 
round their station, aud when such laud is 
in capable of growing a cereal crop, induce- 
ments will be offered to them to plaint 
such trees, as the ¢wg, the ch‘i, or varnish 
- tree, and the mulberry ; or, in places where 
the soil is suitable, to grow cotton, hemp, 
flax, tobacco or tea. These lands will be 
cultivated under rules similar to those in 
force in Chihli and Kansu, and at the end 
of a given limit of time they will become 
taxable if the experiment is successful. 
Progress will be reported in due course to 
His Majesty.—Rescript: Itis noted. . 

November 28th.—(1) The only document 
of any interest in this day’s issue in a 
long report from Chang Chih-tung, the 
Governor of Shausi, detailing the man- 
ner in which he has traced a missing 
item of ‘ls. 10,000 which was forwarded 
by the Hukuang Office for the sale of titles 
in aid of the distress in Shansi in the year 
1879, Although it appeared upon the 
Treasury books as the 31st instalment of 
the remittances from the Liang Hu, its 
receipt could uot be traced, and in spite of 
all the efforts that had been made to dis- 
cover where the money had yone to, it was 
only recently that the manner of its dis- 
appearance could be detected. The dis- 
‘crepancy ouly came to light when an agent 
of the Memorialist, whom he had instruc ed 
to hold a general audit of the. provincial 
accounts, had gone throngh the relief fund 
bouks. The Memorialist was extremely sur- 
prised to hear of such an enormous discre- 
pancy being allowed to go on unnoticed, and 
immediately ordered the provincial Com- 
mittee to check their books item hy item, 
and to send every clerk and banker con- 
cerned in the receipt aud payment of these 
remittances by bank draft to the prefect 
for examination, The prefect could get 
no information out of them ; indeed, their 
contradictory statements under examina- 
tion only made matters more complicated, 
so the Memorialist determined to have the 
mien Up himself, aud apply severe means 
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for eliciting the truth. It at last came out 
that two bankers who were at first loud 
in their protestations of innocence and 
professions of poverty, had quietly appro- 
priated the money, which had been re- 
mitted by draft, and were now. willing to 
pay it back. ‘They had taken advantage of 
the confusion caused by «a complicated 
system of repayment of advances made by 
the banks against remittances which came 
from other provinces, to withhold the 
money fora time, and finding that it was not 
missed they finally appropriated it, dis- 
guising the progress of the paper from 
hand to hand by a system of false entries 
which the Memoriglist describes. Had the 
money not been refunded the penalty 
would have been death, but as it has been 
repaid the chief offender (only one of whom 
survives) is entitled to a mitigation of two 
degrees of severity, which reduces the 
penalty to banishment for three years 
preceded by a hundred blows with the 
heavy bamboo. The officials implicated 
have already been denounced and removed 
on other counts. The officers employed in 
the Re-organisation Office who are respon- 
sible for the error, with the exception of 
two who have already been cashiered on 
other charges, may, the Memorialist hopes, 
be pardoned, as they are entitled to con- 
siderable allowance for the difficulty in 
keeping accounts which were passing 
through all sorts of hands, aud the reguia- 
tions under which they were to be kept 
and moneys paid were continually being 
changed. ‘The clerks employed at the time 
cannot be considered to be responsible in 
any great degree for the embezzlement, 
and the Memorialist thinks they have been 
adequately punished for their share in the 
transaction by the tortures they uuder- 
went under examination, 

November 29th.—(1) A Decree:sentence- 
ing Ming An, recently Governor of Kirin, 
to deprivation of two steps of commutative 
rank, with removal to another post, which 
is the penalty allotted him by the Board 
for misdemeanour brought home to him. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the joint 
report of the Board of Punishments and 
the Imperial Clan Court with reference to 
the representation of th Censor Ch‘én Po- 
yuan, who had complained of the hardship 
was entailed upon innocent Chinese by the 
practice which prevailed amongst numbers 
of women belonging to the Imperial clan 
of filing petitions in the Court and failing 
to appear when a day was fixed for a 
hearing. In accordance with the sugges- 
tions of the Board, an absolute rule is now 
laid down that petitions in which the wives 
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and daughters of Imperial clansmen or 
Gioro are the plaintiffs must not be pre- 
sented by the women themselves, but by 
some adult male relative, or, in the ab- 
sence of such relative, by a servant. If 
within ten days of the presentation of such 
petition the appellant fails to appear at 
court in the person of the deputy, or if the 
deputy does uot fulfil the conditions above 
set forth, the case shall be dismissed and 
and the defendant shall be set at liberty. 

(2) A Memorial trom the Board of Civil 
Office d-tailing the penalties to which the 
Governor and other officials in Shénsi have 
rendered themselves liable for the misde- 
meanours which furmed the subject of the 
special enquiry which O-lo-ho-pu aud Chang 
Pei-lun were deputed to hold. ‘These 
penalties have been annuunced in a Decree 
already published. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Bunan in reply to a communication from 
the Buard calling for the universal abolition 
of likin duties upon grain as suggested 
some time since by the Censor Chu I-hsiin. 
The Memorialist explains that the likin 
on grain consumed in the province of 
Hunan was taken off during the Governor- 
ship of Wang Wén-shao seven years 
ago, by which measure a revenue of 
several hundred thousand strings of cash 
was abandoned. An export likue on grain 
was however maintained, all such grain 
paying one likin duty at the frontier barrier, 
The revenue from this source amounted to 
about one-tenth of what was formally 
collected, and the Memorialist considers 
that the continuation of this tax is advis- 
able as a check upon undue export. In 
future, however, all grain destined for pro- 
vinces in which there is a «carcity of sup- 
plies shall be exempt from au export tax, 
provided that ofticial notice of its des- 
tination is received by the provincial 
authorities. 

(4) The same officer reports that he has 
succeeded in raising the sum of Tls. 15,000 
by public subscription in aid of the distress 
in the Shun-t‘ien prefecture, exclusive of 
a further sum of Tis 4,000 independently 
collected for the same object by Kuo Sung- 
t‘ao (late Mivister to England) and sent 
separately by that officer. In apologising 
for the insiygniticance of the amount, the 
Memorialist explains that the charitable 
intentions of the gentry of the province 
have been considerably hampered by the 
calls for aid that have been made upon 
them in recent years, and regrets that the 
demands on the likin revenue of the pro- 
vince are 80 numervtts that it cannot even 
meet present calls, let alone extraordinary 
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ones such as that which has been recently 
made upon the likin receipts of every pro- 
vince. 


November 30th.—(1) Li Ping hang (# 
Ft) is appointed Judge of Chékiang. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Héi-lung Chiang and his deputy Lu Pting 
reporting that they have organised a winter 
hunt over which the latter will preside. 
The hunt, which will last a month, will be 
conducted in that portion of the hunting 
reserves kuown as the La-ha-o ch‘iu dis- 
trict, and the hunting force will be joined 
by a contingent of troops from Hai-té-ha, 
Operations will commence on the 5th of 
October. 


December 1st.—(Court Circular.) ‘The 
Office of the Imperial Househuld having 
requested that an officer might be appointed 
to offer a libation to the Gud of Horses, His 
Majesty was pleased to select Té Ch‘ing for 
that duty. 

(1) A Decree directing the Librarian’s 
Department of the Imperial College to pre- 
pare a votive tablet to be suspended in the 
temple to the Dragon God at a place called 
the ‘ Lion’s Ditch ” in the Yeh Hoh region, 
this deity having been responsive in a 
marked deyree to supplications for aid at a 
time when the country round was in im- 
minent danger by reason of the heavy floods 
torrents that were coming down from the 
mountains, 


(2) A joint Memorial from Pao Yiin and 
Y6én Ching-ming, the two high ofticers ap- 
pointed to enquire into the charges against 
Pa Yang-a, the Customs Deputy who has 
recently been convicted of extortion in the 
exercise of his duties as chief examiner of 
the Peking Customs. ‘The specific charges 
brought against this officer in the first 
instance were four in number :— 

1—That he levied a second duty on fruit 
that had already paid at the Lu-kou bridge, 
and condemned the consignees to a fine of 
Tis. 1,500. 

2—That he seized some cartloads of 
paper consigned to a foreign paper shop 
upon which duty had already been paid, 
and fined the proprieturs of the said shop 
Tis. 5,000. 

38—That he levied a fine of Tls. 2,000 on 
asmall parcel of clocks sent by a Taotai 
in Fuhkien as presents tu his relatives, and 
reported as such at the yate of Peking. 

4—That he condemned the servant of a 
certain officer in Ili who was taking some 
furs to the Senior O-fu (husband of the 
Imperial Princess) to a fine of Tis. 400. 
The Memorialists, having summoned. wit- 





nesses and taken the evidence on these 
four charges, have found them all to be 
substantially true, while further accusa- 
tions have been brought ayainst the 
ofticer in queation during the proxress 
of the enquiry, He has shown himself 
most contumacious under examination, 
and in spite of the strongest and clearest 
proofs, refuses to admit his guilt. 
these circumstances the Memurialists have 
to ask His Majesty to be good enough 
to remove the said Pa Yang-a from office 
that they may be ina position to subject 
him to a more rigorous interrogavory 
ordeal. (See Gazettes of 30th October, lst, 
12th, 14th, 15th November.) 

(3) A Memorial from Jui Lien, a member 
of the Imperial Clan and Superintendent 
of Customs and Octroi at Peking, asking 
His Majesty to bestow a penalty upou him 
for his want of discernment in appointing 
the aforesaid Pa Yang-a to the post of 
Superintending Examiner of Customs. He 
had selected Pa Yang-a for the post because 
he had known him from his youth, aid had 
superintended his education, finding him 
always diligent and submissive, That he 
was mistaken in his estimate of the man’s 
character is proved by the revelations that 
the enquiry of the two High Commissioners 
have brought to light, and the carelessness 
that the Memorinlist has thus displayed 
renders it incumbent upon him to solicit 
the bestownl of a penalty. 

(4) The Governor of Uliasut‘ai and his 
Deputy report that in view of the necessity 
of the constant presence of the latter to 
consult with the Governor regarding the 
arrangements that are in progress for the 
reduction of the military force in the region 
over which they have jurisdiction, they 
have thought it advisable tu depute a sub- 
stitute to hold the annual inspection of 
the twenty postal stations occupied by 
Khalkas to the south of Uliasut‘ai. This 
officer has now made his inspection, aud 
weports that although the country has 
not entirely recovered from the effects 
of the recent drought, rain has fallen to a 
considerable extent in the neighbouchvod 
of ten of the stations, where there is a 
good supply of grass, while there is sufficient 
pasturaye all alung the line to admit of 
the Government postal service being 
efficiently carried on. ‘The inspector found 
that the arma, felt tents, and so forth 
which are supplied to the officers aud men 
on duty at these stations were in good 
order, and that the camels aud horses 
employed by them were in fair condition. 
The losses amongst the camels and baggaxe 
horses have been made good by the Memo- 
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rialists from the Government reserves at 
their disposal. 
. December 2ud.—(1) A joint Memorial 
from ‘Tso Taung-tfang aud the Governor of 
Kianysu soliciting the bestowal of rewards 
upon #& number of officers, a list of whoxe 
names they give, for the creditable exertions 
they have made in getting furward the 
tribute grain for the present year from the 
five Prefectures and Departments of Sov- 
chow, Sung-kiang, Chang-chou, Chinkiang 
and Tai Chon, The amount of tribute rice 
that these Prefec'ures aud Departments 
were called upon to furnish for the 4 resent 
year was, inclusive of purchases on account 
of Chin-t‘an Haien where a money comimuta- 
tion was paid, 724,712 piculs. ‘Fhe whole of 
this rice was sent to Shanghai, aud there 
loaded in steamers and junks for ‘Tientsin, 
where it was traushipped into smaller boats 
for 'TSangchow, and su energetic have the 
officers eutrusted with its uelivery been, 
that every fraction of the rice was taken 
delivery of in Tungchow by the 24th of 
July.—Referred to the Board concerned. 
(2) A Memorial from Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
Director General of Grain Transport, apply- 
ing for tablets to the temples of two Deivies 
whose aid has been manifested in times of 
imminent danger. ‘The Acting Marine 
Taotai at Huai yang reports that he is in 
receipt of a jvint representation from 
a number of officers in charge of a sectivn 
known as the Kan-chiang section, to the 
effect that at a time when the waters 
were very high, and there was a mere 
thread of embankment separating the river 
from the lake, the situation being one of 
great danger, several pairs of red lamps 
were seen distributed along the embank- 
ment some distance away, which at times 
were visible and at others disappeared ; the 
curtains also, in front of the shrine of the 
River God in the temple of that deity at 
Shao-po Chén were drawn aside as if to 
admit of the God entering and leaving the 
shrine. These phenomena was observed 
several times; first on the 7th of August, 
and the next day a violent stormy of wind 
arose causing imminent danger to the works, 
but just at the critical moment the gale 
suddenly ceased and the waves went down. 
Again, on the 1dth of August, a red il- 
lumination was seen to hover over the 
‘Temple to the God of War situated at what 
is known as the ‘Iron Cow” bend. ‘The 
light was so vivid that it illuminated the 
rooms of the huuses round, and was 
commented on every where as a strange 
phenomenon. On the following day, a 
north-west gale sprang up, but stopped iu 
a quarter of an hour. These manifesta- 
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tions and the succeeding phenomena are 
regarded by those who witnessed them as 
an indication of the protecting power 
exerted. by the deities in question. In 
seconding this application, the Memorialist 
adds that the year has been one of special 
danger to the river works owing to an 
extraordinary rise in the waters, which were 
at times more than 16 feet above the normal 
height, and there were occasions when the 
pressure of the banks was so great that it 
was beyond human power to meet it. 
Fortunately, during the past two months 
though the rainfall has been heavy there 
has been little wind from the west, and it 
has been possible to work at the embank- 
ments and get them into an efficient 
condition of repair. This satisfactory result 
is attributable tu the protecting influence 
of the duties, that at Shao-po Chén being 
especially marked. ‘The Memoryialist ac- 
cordingly prays that special tablets, with 
offerings of Thibetan incense, may be sup- 
plied to the temples of the Gods of Wind, 
of the River, and of War respectively, at 
that place.—Granted by Decree earlier 
issued. 


December 3rd.—(1) Chang P‘ei-lun (ie 
Sig)» acting Senior Vice-President of 


the Court of Censors, is appointed one of 
the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén. 

(2) A Memorial from the Imperial Agents 
at Urga complaining of the insufficiency of 
his staff, civil and military, and requesting 
that it may be considerably augmented. 
The routine and office and judicial work 
at Urga, he states, is considerably more 
onerous than that at Uliasut‘ai and K‘obdo, 
and yet he has a staff of only one Secretary 
and three clerks (one of whom has not yet 
arrived) as against some sixty or seventy 
at Uliasut‘ai and K‘obdo, where even this 
staff find occupation for their energies both 
day and night, In addition to the Secre- 
tary and two clerks, there are some ten or 
more Mongols attached to the Memorialist’s 
establishment who act as interpreters, 
jailers, and so forth, and conduct the ex- 
amination of witnesses in criminal cases, 
but they are quite insufficient for the 
proper performance of the duties required 
of them. The Chinese correspondence with 
the capital has greatly increased of late 
years, and as the language is not under- 
stood by the Mongols it has to be 


translated by the two clerks above men- 


tioned. One of these has lately had to 
go into mourning, and as it is positively 
impossible for the remaining clerk to per- 
form all the duties that are required of 
him, delays as a necessary consequence 
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ensue, to the serious detriment of public 
business. The police force under the 
orders of the Memorialist is, too, lament- 
ably insutticient. As above stated, he has 
only ten men or so to police the town of 
beg aand the Lamaist encampments that 
extend over an area of some thirty or forty 
li round the town, while both Uliasut‘ai 
and Kobdo have each a police force of 
200 men. Crimes of robbery and violence 
are frequent in the neighbourhood of Urga, 
and in addition to the scarcity and inefti- 
ciency of the present police force, they and 
the Mongol official in charge of the district 
object to bringing to justice the class of 
people who are guilty of these crimes, most 
of whom belong to the Shabi, or Lamaist 
fraternity. As Chinese troops would be 
useless in this region from their ignorance 
of the language, the Memorialist hopes 
that he may be supplied with a force of 
250 Mongol soldiers, as this number is 
necessary to maintain proper order and 
supervision. He begs at the same time 
that six more bigteshi, or official writers, 
may be sent to him by the Mongolian 
Superintendency.—Referred to the Yaméu 
concerned. 

(3) A Memorial from Ming Chun, Im- 
perial Agent at Hami, reporting that he 
is about to start on his anuual tour of in- 
spection of the military stations in the 
Hami region. 

(4) A joint Memorial from Tu Ka Ech 
and Ch‘e-lin-to-érh-chi, Governor of Ulia- 
sut‘ai and his deputy, reporting that they 
have deputed an officer to hold the usual 
annual inspection of the stock of Govern- 
ment brood mares and horses at Uliasut‘ai, 
which are under the charge of a Mongol 
tsan tsan, or Khalka noble, who is one of 
the subordinate functionaries under the 
Military Governor. It is the duty of the in- 
spector to have all the foals that have been 
born during the year branded with the 
Government mark, and to see that the full 
complement of mares is forthcoming ; also 
that there are twenty-four foals to every 
hundred mares, an allowance of four per 
cent being made for deaths amongst the 
latter. ‘The Memorialists beg to announce 
that the above requirements have been 
found to have been fulfilled. 

December 4th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Shantung giving details of 
the further damage that has recently been 
done by the bursting of the embankments 
of the . Yellow River in certain plaées, 
The period known as “hoar frost,” when 


freshets are regularly expected, had gone ° 


by without mishap and the waters had 
subsided, when, on the lst of November, 
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and following days, there was a high wind 
accompanied by heavy rain which caused 
the waters to rise again, and did great 
damage to the embankments in Ch‘i-yang 
Hsien, Ch‘i-tung Hsien, and P‘u-t‘ai 
Haien. In all of these districts breaches 
were made varying from one to several 
hundred feet in width, flooding the country 
once more in every direction. Luckily no 
lives were lost, and officers have been sent 
to distribute relief to the people and repair 
the damage done with all possible speed. 
In the Li-chin District matters are more 
serious, Many scores of villages in the 
mighbourhood of the sea were overwhelmed 
with a vast flood caused by the meeting 
the tide and the swollen waters of the 
river, and the loss of life has been very 
considerable. Whole families are known 
to have perished, and of others only one 
or two members have been saved, while 
in addition to death by drowning many 
have been crushed by the ruins of their 
falling houses. On receipt of the intel- 
ligence, number of boats were immediately 
despatched to the scene of disaster, and 
supplies of biscuit were also prepared for 
distribution amongst those who were in 
want of food. Wherever these boats went 
they found numbers eagerly awaiting help, 
and by their agency several thousand people 
have already been rescued from their 
perilous plight. As the greater part of 
these people were houseless, and homeless, 
it became necessary to provide them with 
shelter, and to this end subscriptions were 
set on foot for the purchase of mats, with 
which to erect temporary sheds for their 
accommodation. In reporting this lament- 
able catastrophe to His Majesty, the 
Memorialist cannot find words to express 
the suffering and distress which it has 
occasioned. The occurrence was utterly 
unforeseen, and the Memorialist can only 
strive to mitigate the distress by the prompt 
issue of relief and so further the earnest 
wish of the welfare of His people which is 
ever present in the mind of His Majesty. 
December 5th.—(1) With the exception 
of a long Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
reporting the execution of by the slow pro- 
cess of a lunatic who murdered his father 
during a temporary paroxism of vivlence, 
the only document worthy of record in this 
day’s Gazette is a report from the Governor 
General at Foochow describing the damage 
done by flood in that province. On the 
13th of September last there was a heavy 
fall of rain in the Chang-chow Prefecture 
which caused the waters of the river to 
rise. They were considerably augmented 


that the embankments carried away in 
several places in the Chao-an, Nan ching, 
and Hai-téng Districts, and much country 
was laid under water. Inthe Chao-an Dis- 
trict the damage done was trifling, as there 
is an outlet for floods, which quickly sub- 
side, but in the Nan-ching District some 
twenty houses fell down. The number iu 
the Hai-téng and Ch‘én-p‘ing Districts was 
larger, 170 altogether being destroyed, 
while ten people were crushed to death 
under the ruins, Relief has been afforded 
in every case where it was needed, and the 
waters having now subsided, the price of 
grain has fallen to its normal rate. It will 
be necessary, however, to grant funds in 
certain instances for the repair of the 
embankment that have carried away, 
whichyrant will be drawn from the lekin 
receipts. 

December 6th.—(1) A Decree announcing 
the result of the enquiry held by Pao Yiin 
and Jen Ching-ming into the extortious 
practised by the Examiners of the Peking 
Customs, which have formed the subject 
of so many notices in the Gazette. The 
two high otticers in question having found 
that the charges originally advanced by 
Shang Haien, President of the Banqueting 
Court, are true, the following penalties are 
awarded to the persons implicated :— 

Jén Fu, the servant of the Superinten- 
dent of Customs, for seizing goods that had 
already paid duty, and having the audacily 
to assist the Deputy in holding a judicial 
enquiry, is sentenced to sixty blows with 
the heavy bamboo, banishment for one 
year, and exposure for two months in the 
cangue outside the Ha-ta Gate. Pa Yang- 
a, Secretary in the Office of the Imperial 
Household, the Deputy appointed by the 
Superintendent, is sentenced to immediate 
dismissal for his share iu the illegal arrests 
that were made, and the tortures and 
exorbitant fines inflicted upon persons 
guilty and innocent of evading duty. 
The President of the Board of War, 
who held the post of Superintendent, as 
well as his coadjutor K‘o Méng-o, the 
Deputy Superintendent, are to be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of penalties commensurate with the mea- 
sure of their respective shortcomings. 
Certain minor penalties are to be inflicted 
on other individuals who have been guilty of 
trying to evade duty, or have been careless 
in the registry of duty paid articles and so 
on. ‘The decree concludes with an in- 
junction to all future Superintendents to 
cali upon their deputies to be present in 
person at the examination of goods, and 


by an abormally high tide, with the result | announces that shortcomings on the part 
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of a deputy will be assuredly visited on 
the superintendent who appointed him, in 
conformity with the regulations in sixteen 
articles now drawn up by the two High 
Commissioners, which are to be put in 
force at once. 

(2) A Memorial from the Vice-Director 
of the Imperial Banqueting Court com- 
plaining of the disorderly conduct of certain 
Imperial Clansmen at Ch‘ing-ho near Peking 
on the occasion of the distribution o° gruel 
to the poor from the Government kitchen 
at that place. The Memorialist, having 
been commanded to superintend the issue 
of relief at this station, went there on the 
13th of October last provided with 390 
wadded garments supplied by the Deputy 
Governor of Peking, to which the Memo- 
rialist added 240 more which he had ob- 
tained by contribution amongst his friends, 
These were distributed in due course, and 
the recipients of the clothes and rations 
-of gruel were full of grateful and tearful 
acknowledgments of the Imperial bounty. 
Ou the 20th of November last, while the 
Memorialist was superintending the issue 
of gruel as usual, two men with yellow 
girdles round their waists, -but wearing no 
otticial hats or buttons, came with some 
ten or more rude followers dressed in the 
most disreputable fashion to the gate of the 
relief kitchen, and began pushing about, 
cracking jokes, and sporting with the 
women and girls who had come for gruel. 
The Memorialist ordered his underlings to 
check them, whereupon they beat the 
underlings, surrounded the relief kitchen, 
and commenced to use abusive languaze, 
saying in a loud tone of voice that they were 
Imperial clansmen and members of the es- 
tablishment of Duke T‘ai. The Memorialist 
told them that the place wasa relief kitchen 
established by Imperial command, and that 
although they were tsung shih they could 
not be permitted to create a disturbance 
there. Nevertheless these individuals be- 
came more unbridled in their abusive voci- 
ferations, and still more vehement and 
boisterous in their demeanour. At this 
moment all the hundreds and thousands of 
people in the enclosure that had come for 
relief commenced shouting and cursing 
simultaneously and tried to get hold of the 
tsung shih. The Memorialist, fearing lest 
they should come to blows, and in view 
of the threatening appearance of affairs 
generally, went amongst the people and for- 
bad asingleindividual to leave theenclosure, 
at the some time placing an armed guard 
over the grain store, which fortunately pre- 
vented a general riot. After aconsiderable 


time had elapsed the nvise aud excitement — 
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gradually subsided and the disturbance 
was at an end. The Memorialist then 
proceeded to establish the identity of the 
people who called themselves tsung shih by 
means of police detectives, and found that 
they really were members of the establish- 
ment of the Duke Tai of the Imperial 
generation distinguished by the character 
it. who had been to the family tombs 
and were on their way back to Peking. 
The Memorialist is humbly of opinion 
that persons laying claim to the possession 
of humane principles should have compas- 
sion for the sufferings of the poor and 
needy instead of treating them in the law- 
less and brutal manner in which these 
tsung shit did. Imperial clansmen though 
they are, it is only right that their con- 
duct should be brought to the notice of 
His Majesty. Ch‘ing ho has always been 
notorious for rowdyism, and if this style 
of conduct is allowed to pass unnoticed, it 
will be productive of harm. and may arouse 
the indignation of the people in the place, 
who, when once they break loose, may be 
found difficult to restrain, ‘The Memuorialist 
feels that he should not trouble His 
Majesty with complaints about so honour- 
able a class as members of the Imperial 
Clan, but he considers it nevertheless his 
duty to lay these particulars before His 
Majesty and request His decision there- 
on. Being at present in residence at 
Ch‘ing-ho, he has sent this Memorial in a 
cover to the clerks in his Yamén with 
orders to present it in due form, 


December 7th and 8th.—(1) A Decree. 
The Censor En Luny reports that certain 
domestic bondsmen of the T‘umed tribe to 
the number of several score recently went 
to the house of their Mongol master in Pe- 
king, which they proceeded to rob of every- 
thing they could lay hands on, finally 
carrying off his servant Cha Sung-a, to the 
temple known as the Sung-chu Ssii, where 
they examined the man under torture, and 
are keeping him under restraint. These 
men, the Censor goes on to say, are still to 
be found in the Sung-chu Sst, where they 
occupy a courtyard called the Pai Lama 
Yuan, and he prays that they may be 
seized and punished for the lawless acts of 
which they have been guilty. ‘he Office 
of Gendarmerie is hereby called upon to 
seize the men in question, and to hand them 
over to the Board of Punishments, by 
which Board they will be tried in conjunc- 
tion with the Mongolian Superintendency. 

(2) The remainder of the Gazette of the 
Tth is occupied with a Memorial denun- 
ciatory of the Governor of Shénsi aud cer- 
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tain officials under his jurisdiction, with 
the report of O-lo-ho-pu and Chang P‘ei- 
lun, the two officers who were sent to hold 
a Commission of Enquiry into the truth of 
these charges. The report of the latter, 
which extends over the whole of the issue 
of the 7th and is continued in the Gazette 
of the 9th of December, is so complicated, 
deals with so many cases, and introduces 
sucha number of names, that nothing but a 
close translation of the whole document 
would give an intelligible resumé of the 
disclosures that have been broughtto light by 
the Commission of Enquiry. The investiga- 
tions conducted by the two Commissioners, 
who have searched the books and archives 
of numerous officials of every class and 
grade, have satisfied them that the Governor 
aud Financial Commissioner by their care- 
lessuess and want of energy have allowed 
their subordinates in every part of the 
province to indulge in a wholesale system 
of fraud and peculation. These frauds are 
particularly noticeable in the grain tax 
office, the land reclamation office, and the 
lekin collectorates, the native opiuin de- 
partment being the chief offender in the 
latter class. Numerous supplementary tax 
stations have been established without the 
sanction of the Board of Revenue, and the 
tax on native opium, the growth and sale 
of. which was prohibited by Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang, has been revived by the present 
Governor, which necessarily carries with it 
a relaxation of prohibition against the 
cultivation of the poppy. It is not for the 
Memorialists to question the advisability 
of abolishing as far as one province is con- 
cerned a prohibitlon which was only recently 
enacted, and retaining itin the two adjacent 
provinces of Kansu and Shansi. Be that 
as it may, the taxation of native opium was 
sanctioned by His Majesty, but under the 
present arrangement, instead of taxing it 
at the authorised rate of Tls. 40 per picul, 
a system of so-called ‘double balances” 
has been introduced by which two catties 
count for one, whereby the scale of weights 
varies im different places, and a loophole 
has been afforded for the introduction of 
humerous abuses on the part of collectors, 
advantage being also taken of these 
irregularities by the various weiyén to 
line their own pockets, The system under 
which the reclamation of waste lands is 
conducted next falls under the criticism of 
the Memorialists, who prove that not only 
are the returns of reclaimed lands sent in 
by the Governor incorrect, but that during 
the three years that he has been in office 
not a single mut of waste land has 
been br ught under cultivation, in spite 
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of the money he has appropriated for 
that purpose. This neglect is the more 
culpable, as Shénsi could not only support 
its own population, but pay a valuable 
subsidy to the Central Goverument were 
the waste lands properly reclaimed. In 
conclusion they recommend a careful revi- 
sion of the regulations under which taxa- 
tion is levied, and something more than 4 
peremptory attention to the important 
question of the reclamation of waste lands. 
—For decree sanctioning the various penal- 
ties they suggest, see Gazette of November 
7th. 

December 9th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, Commander-in-chief of the 
New Dominion, reporting the trial and 
punishment of an Assistant District Ma- 
gistrate fur the murder, in a fit drunken- 
ness, of a high military official. This 
Assistant Magistrate, Chou Ching-t‘ang 
by name, is a native of Hunan who 
commenced his career in 1870 as a volun- 
teer in a regiment stationed in Kueichow. 
While serving in this regiment he obtained 
promotion for certain services and, finally, 
having purchased the grade of Assistant 
Magistrate in 1874, and having remained 
six years in Kueichow waiting for employ- 
ment, he went to Kuché in 1880 in the 
hope of finding something todo. When 
there he made the acquaintance of 
the Brigade-General Yang Hsiu-yiian, a 
fellow countryman who was in charge of 
the north gate of the town, and a close 
intimacy sprung up between them, which 
up to the death of the latter had never 
been marred by any disagreement. On 
the 2ud of May, 1882 Chou Ohing-t‘ang 
received letters from home of a dispiriting 
nature, which induced a fit of melancholy 
that he tried to dissipate by indulging in 
strong drink. After drinking heavily for 
some hours at a wine shop, he was reduced 
to a state of stupidity and looked in at a 
butcher’s shop to get something to allay the 
strong thirst he had upon him. White the 
butcher was making him some tea, he took 
up the butcher’s knife which was lying 
on the block and went out holding the 
knife in his hand. Ou coming to the guard 
house of which his friend Yang Hsiu-yuan 
was in charge, he went in and commenced 
weeping noisily, Yang Hsiu-yuan, who 
was sitting at the table writing, told him 
as it was the 15th of the moon it was un- 
lucky to weep, and bade him hold his 
peace. Remonstrance being of no avail, 
Yang Haiu-yuan proceeded to reprove his 
friend, who retorted, and angry words 
passed between the two. The Assistant 
Magistrate thereupon made two stabs at 
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his friend with the butcher’s knife and 
wounded him in the right arm and 
in the region of the diaphragm. Two of 
the men under the Geueral’s command 
hearing the uproar hurried into the 
room, and seeing their chief lying wounded 
on the floor they bound the Assistant 
Magistrate and took him to head quarters. 
The General died, and when the Assistant 
Magistrate came to his senses he bitterly 
regretted what he had done under the in- 
fluence of drink. A trial was held in the 
usual course, and after the case had passed 
through the lower courte it was brought 
before the Memorialist for final hearing, 
when the facts as above related were 
established beyond all manner of doubt. 
The Memorialist finds that the law bear- 
ing on this case is as follows: ‘* Whoso- 
ever shall kill another in a brawl, 
whether by beating, kicking, or with a 
sharp edged or other implement, shall in 
each case be sentenced to strangulation 
after the usual term of imprisonment.” In 
the present instance, the Defendant having 
while under the influence of liquor, stab- 
bed Yang Hain-yuan and wounded him 
so severely as to cause his death, should 
certainly be sentenced in accordance with 
the law above quoted. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as it appears that the crime was com- 
mitted in a fit of mental aberration caused 
by drink, and was not attributable to design, 
there are certain mitigating circumstances 


' inhis favour which would entitle thedefend- 


ant to the privilege secured by the modified 
regulations whiclr have received the lm- 
perial sanction. Under these modified re- 
gnlations the penalty would be close con- 
finement for a term of three years. But, 
on the other hand, as the defendant was a 
civil official of low rank, and his victim amili- 
tary oflicer of highstation, astrict adherence 
to the modified regulations would cause 
no distinction to be drawn between the 
crime now under consideration and that of 
ordinary people. The Memorialist would 
therefore suggest that Chou Ching-t‘ang 
receive the severer sentence of transporta- 
tion the Amoor for military servitude, in 
order that others may take due warning 
from his punishment. The coflin contain- 
ing the corpse of the murdered man will 
be conveyed to his native place at Govern- 
ment expense.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 

December 10th.—(Court Circular). The 
Inner Council submitted the list of cri- 
ininals condemned to death to be marked 
hy His Majesty. The death warrant circle 
was placed round the names of the follow- 
ing individuals :— 
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Chang Ch‘ii-érh, for breaking open a 
woman’s grave and stealing the ornaments 
and clothes from the corpse—strangulation, 

Yén Tsung-i, for murder—decapitation. 

Hsia Ma, pany robbery—decapitation. 

Sii, a woman, accessory in lawless pro- 

ceedings—strangulation, 

Hsu Chih-chin, do, do. do. 

Yén Lien-ch ‘éng, for opening a gambling 
establishment in the ‘ Furbidden City’’— 
decapitation. 

(1) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Soochow reports that he 
has despatched tv Peking sixteen varie- 
gated silk robes, brocaded and otherwise, 
for His Majesty’s special use on festive 
occasions. A detailed report of the cost of 
these robes will be sent separately. 

December 11th.—(1) A Decree announc- 
ing the result of the scrutiny of the 
condemned lists sent up by the various 
provinces to the Board of Punishments for 
revision. The high authorities of Hunan 
have had no less than five cases altered by 
the Board, from the category of those for 
which a reprieve could be granted to that 
of cases in which the sentence must be 
carried out. This denotes a want of care 
on the part of the Governor and Judge of 
that province, for which the Board will 
allot them a penalty. Provincial high 
authorities are hereby positively ordered 
to scrutinise cases of this nature with the 
utmost possible care, and while guarding 
against the exercise of undue severity, 
they must at the same time be careful not 
to allow their feelings of humanity for the 
living to prejudice the claims of the dead. 

(2) A Decree referring to the Board of 
Works certain Memorials from Yu Po- 
ch‘uan, recently Special Commissioner in 
Shantung, containing suggestions and pro- 
posals for the erection of permanent work 
for the restraint of the waters of the Yellow 
River. A prompt report on these proposals 
is called for. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang reporting the 
successful termination of the efforts which 
have been made to close the breaches in 
the Yung-ting river whieh have been the 
Many diffi- 
culties have been encountered which have 


| delayed the prompt conclusion of this im- 


portant undertaking, a want of materials 
and the powerful current in the breaches 
being amongst the chief obstacles. The 
latter was so difficult to overcume that it 
was not until the workmen were able to 
take advantage of the ice that the breaches 
were finally closed at a total cost for labour 


, and materials of Tis, 52,000 and upwards, 
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The Memorial concludes with an applica- 
tion for the bertuwal of marks of lim- 
perial approbation upon the officers to 
whose energies the conclusion of this im- 
portant undertaking is due. 

(3) A Joint Memorial from the Governor 
General of the Ha Kuang Provinces and 
the Governor of Hupeh reporting the oc- 
currence of a disastrous flood in the Ching- 
shun District of the latter province owing 
to the carrying away of an embankment. 
This embankment, which has recently been 
constructed at Government expense in place 
of the old one by the District Maxistrate, 
has been so badly planned and built that 
it did not prove sufticiently strong to resist 
a heavy pressure of water caused by the 
rising of the stream after heavy rain, with 
the result that over 1,500 feet of the new 
embankment have been washed away, and 
1,700 feet of the old, and a vast expanse of 
country has been submerged, 76 people 
being drowned. ‘The Magistrate has been 
removed, and tried on a charge of criminal 
neglect. ‘The law lays down that wanton 
destruction of river embankments which 
leads to loss of life or injury to person 
shall be treated in the same manner as the 
crime of wilful murder or intentional 
injury to the person, In the present case 
the Magistrate in question has been found 
on enquiry to have listened to bad advice, 
and so constructed these works, in spite of 
protests from experienced people, as to 
render them unsafe. His offence there- 
fore hardly comes within the scope of 
the law above quoted, but inasmuch as 
there is no special clause to meet this 
particular offence, and the loss of life has 
been very serious, not to mention casualties 
that have not been reported and the im- 
mense destruction of graves that has been 
caused, the Memorialists propose, in ac- 
cordance with the law above quoted, to 
sentence the District Magistrate to decapi- 
tation after the usual term of incarceration. 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
deliberate and report. 

December 12th.—The Governor of Ché- 
kiang announces the death of Liu Shéng- 
ta‘ao, Provincial Judge, whose insanity he 
reported in a Memorial published in the 
Gazette of the 22nd November. 

There are no documents of importance 
in this day’s issue. 

December 13th.—(1) A Decree. The 
Censor ‘Iu Jén-shou represents that the 
gates of the inner and outer cities are 
opened at too early an hour, and prays 
that the restrictions on the opening of these 
yates may be enunciated afresh, ‘The mul- 





daily to attend, the Reports and Memorials 
that have to be read, and the audiences that 
have to be granted, leave Us but little leisure 
time. It has long been the custom for the 
various yaméns to hand in their Memorials 
previous to the sitting of the Court, and if 
the gates are open too late delay in the 
transaction of public business must in- 
evitably ensue. The enunciation of the 
restrictions under which the gates are 
opened is, nevertheless, a matter of great 
importance, and We have repeatedly in- 
structed the high officers r-sponsible to see 
carefully that these restrictions are ob- 
served. We hereby call upon the Oftice 
of Gendarmerie, the Commandants of the 
Vanguard Division and the Captain General 
of the Guards’ Division, clearly to enun- 
ciate the aforesaid prohibitions, and to 
enjoin upon their officers the necessity of 
exercising the strictest scrutiny upon the 
opening of inner or outer city gates. 


(2) Tény Ssii-lin (FE =| A) having 
completed his period of mourning is directed 
to resume his post of General of the Su 
Sung Division in Kiangnan. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a protest from the Censor Tu Jén-shou 
against the admission of disbanded braves 
and cashiered petty officers into the Metro- 
polis, many of whom fraudulently assume 
official rank and are guilty of all sorts of 
malpractize. There is one specially objec- 
tionable class, who are perpetually getting 
up rows and fights on the slighest provoca- 
tion. The Decree points out that such 
proceedings cannot be allowed to go on 
under the shadow of the Throne, and directs 
the Metropolitan executive to drive out all 
suspicious looking strangers, and sent them 
back to their native place. ‘‘ Rowdyism” 
in the capital is also to be promptly and 
severely dealt with. 

December 14th.—(Court Circular.) Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘uan paid his respects on arrival at 
Peking and offered thanks for the articles 
that had been bestowed on him. He was 
subsequently received in audience. This 
day’s Gazette is occupied with the following 
documents : 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiany suggesting the bestowal of a 
complimentary tablet on Hsii Kéng-shén, 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, who has been instrumental in 
raising amongst the members of his family 
the sum of Tls. 17,000 with which 2,0v0 


| mow of land have been purchased near 


Hanychow, the home of the Hsii family. 


’ The rents on this land are to be devoted 


uplicity of affairs to which the Court has | primarily to the maintenance of regular 
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sacrificial offices to the dead, and next 
to the relief of the widows and orphans 
of members of the clan and the educa- 
' tion of those boys whose parents have not 
the means.—Referred to the Board. 

(2) A similar application is made on 
behalf of one Shen Chia-chen, a District 
Magistrate now deceased, who has endowed 

an establishment for the education of the 
' boys of his clan, the provision of travelling 
funds to any who are entitled to compete 
at the provincial or metropolitan examina- 
tions, and the support of the widows or 
orphans of members of the clan.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

(3) The Governor of Hupei reports the 
establishment of a college in Chiang-hsia 
Hsien in that province which has been en- 
dowed with 16,000 strings of cash contri- 
buted by various public spirited gentry. 
The widow of a certain graduate in par 
ticular has contributed Tls. 4,000 to the 
fund, and in reporting the establishment of 
the college to His Majesty the Memorialist 
would venture to solicit a special mark 
of Imperial approbation for this lady. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
rehearing of an appeal case, in which the 
appellant, who had been sentenced to death 
' for causing the suicide of a woman with 
whom he had attempted to take liberties, 
protested ayainst the justice of his sen- 
teuce. The man is since dead, but further 
examination of the papers and witnesses in 
this case has convinced the Memorialist of 
the justice of the sentence earlier passed. 

December 15th.—Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian had 
audience. 

(1) A Decree directing the Boards of 
Works and Revenue to consider certain 
suggestions of the Censor Wu Hsiin for 
the security of river works simultaneously 
with the proposals of Yu Po-ch‘uan already 
in their hands. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiang reporting the transmission of the 
last instalment of the subsidy due to Peking 
from the salt revenue of Chékiang. This 
item of the Provincial revenue was taxed 
by the Board this year at Tls. 220,000, to 
which was added a contribution to the 
Otfice of the Imperial Household of Tis. 
50,000, and a further sum of Tls. 10,000 for 
the purchase of ginseng for Imperial 
use, 

(3) A Postscript Memorial from the 
Governor of Shansi. This province has 
been annually in the habit of supplying 
the metropolis with the following local pro- 
ducts in fixed quantities; iron, Lu-an 
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silk ; two descriptions of lustring known as 
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fine paper and sulphur. The cost of pur- 
chasing and forwarding the above used to 
be defrayed from the land-tax, supple- 
mented by pro rata contributions levied 
over the whole province. The Memorialist 
having some time since represented to His 
Majesty the hardship that this forced con- 
tribution for expenses of transport in par- 
ticular entailed on the officials as well as 
the people in the Districts concerned, asked 
that it might be done away with, and 
that the province might further be re- 
lieved from the necessity of furnishiny an 
annual contribution of silk, silk lustriugs 
and paper in kind, a money commutation 
being sent instead. He proposed to con- 
tinue to forward supplies of iron, as being 
a special product of the province. Iu 
reply to these proposals, the Boards of 
Revenue aud Works, and the Office of the 
Imperial Household, to whom they were 
referred, insisted on having the silk, silk 
lustrinys, and paper in kind. The Me- 
morialist then established an office in the 
provincial capital for the management of 
this special branch of tribute, all uf which, 
as well as the annual indent for aulphur, 
was to be purchased and forwarded by the 
officer in question, in charge of which he 
has placed an officer of intelligence and 
discretion, who will clear these imposts of 
all the abuses and irregularities with which 
they have been enveloped. As the allow- 
ance granted by the government for the 
purchase and transport of articles is in- 
sufticient and the Memorialist has relieved 
the local authorities and people of the 
oppressive burden of supplementing this 
deliciency, it behoves him to seek other 
means of making the deficit good. The 
financial condition of the province is poor 
in the extreme, every Prefecture, Depart- 
ment, and District being pressed to their 
utmost capabilities to meet the exhausting 
drains upon their resources. The only 
course open to him is to instruct the pro- 
vincial committee in charge of the Ca‘ing 
ytiun chit, or fiscal reform office, to enjoin 
upon the Superintendent of the newly 
created bureau to exercise the strictest 
economy compatible with a satisfactory 
completion of this annual order. —Rvscript : 
It is noted. 

(4) The Governor-General of Szechuan 
reports that the sum of Tls. 2,400 which 
the K‘ueichow Customs is called upon to 
send annually to the oflice of the Imperial 
Household is now ready for transmission 
by the first convenient opportunity, 
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December 16th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Hsi Yiian, Governor of Kirin, asking for 
instructions in the following case. One 
K‘ai-fong-a, a Manchu captain stationed at 
San Hsing, was recently condemned to 
banishment into military servitude for the 
fraudulent assumption of the succession to 
a title of nobility, being further called 
upon to refund the sum of Tis. 617 which 
he had drawn as salary under this title. 
The efforts of the officers instructed to 
recover this money have only resulted 
in the raising of 72 strings of cash realised 
by the sale of the whole of the ex-captain’s 
property, as has been earlier reported to 
His Majesty. K‘ai-féng-a now sends in 
an application to the effect that a rheumatic 
affection of the legs originally brought on 
in military expeditions against banditti has 
been so aggravated by the confinement he 
has receutly undergone that he is utterly 
unable to walk, the muscles of both leys 
having contracted. Under these circum- 
stances he asks that he may not be sent 
into military servitude. The Memorialist 
has had him inspected by a medical man, 
who corroborates the ex-cuptain’s statement. 
Under these circumstances the Memorialist 
would solicit His Majesty’s instructions as 
to the course of action he is to adopt.— 
Referred to the Board of Punishimen's. 

December 17th. —(1) The following 
appointments are gazetted:—Ching Lien 
to be President o the Board of War. 
Yén Hsii to be Superintendent of Customs 
and Octroi, Peking. Kung Tang to be 
Tartar General at Hsi-an in Shensi. Ch‘ang 
Shun to be Governor of Urumtsi. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Hupei request permission to deprive a 
District Magistrate in the latter province 
of his button and to allow him a period of 
two months in which to effect the capture 
of the perpetrators uf a wholesale robbery 
in his jurisdiction, In the month of Sep- 
tember last, a certain oficial living within 
a distance of five li of the District town of 
Ying-ch‘éng Hsien had his house broken 
into at night by robbers, who carried off 
money and jewellery tv the value of 
Tls. 898, wounded the officer’s mother 
and his son and killed one of the servants. 
As this robbery occurred ouly five li from 
the District town it shows great laxity in 
the police arrangements of the District for 
which the Acting Magistrate is responsible. 
His carelessness as evidenced in the want 
of precautionary arrangemeuts previous to 
the outrage was still further manifested by 
his inability to secure either the robbers or 
the booty, and the Memorialists consider 
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that the ordinary procedure in such cases, 
namely the allowance of two months within 
which to arrest the prisoner and recover 
the booty before denunciation to the Throne 
would not adequately meet the gravity of 
this case. ‘They therefore pray that the 
acting Magistrate of Ying-ch‘éng Haien 
may be deprived at once of his button of 
rank and given two months within which 
to arrest the robbers and recover the booty. 
Should he succeed in doing so within the 
allotted time, application will be made for 
his restoration to rank; but if he fails to 
achieve this task the Memorialists will pro- 
ceed to denounce him and ask for the be- 
stowal of the heaviest penalty permissible 
in such cases.—Granted by Rescript. 

December 18th.—(1) A Decree announe- 
ing the penalties which are to be inflicted 
on Jui Lien, Superintendent of Customs 
and Octroi at Peking, and the deputy 
Superintendent K‘o-meng-o for their neg- 
lect in preventing the scandalous behaviour 
of their subordinates which has recently 
been made the subject of a special enquiry. 
Jui Lien is deprived of his posts of Pre- 
sident of the Board of War and Superin- 
tendent of Customs and Octroi, but is 
allowed to retain his post of Lieutenant 
General of the Plain Blue Hanchiin Ban- 
ner, the penalty of deprivation of three 
steps of commutative rank with removal to 
another post, which should properly be 
inflicted upon him, being remitted by 
special favour, K‘o-méng-o, Lieutenant- 
General of the B ordered Yellow Mongol 
Banner, and deputy Superintendent of 
Customs and Octroi,is sentenced to depriva- 
tion of two steps of commutative rank with 
retention in oftice. 
examiner appointed by the Superintendent, 
who holds the rank of Adjutant, issentenced 
to a fine of six months’ salary, and two 
other minor ofticialsare fined twelve months’ 
and six months’ salary respectively. 

(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced : 


Hsiang Lin Gee) Assistant Agent at 
Hami ; 


K‘un Kang ( fe}, Senior Vice-Pre- 


sident of the Board of Civil Office ; 
Pao Yiin (Grand Secretary) to be In- 
structor of Bachelors of the Han-lin Yuan; 


Ling Kuei (Se 4B), Assistant Grand 
Secretary, to be Controller in charge of the 
Wu-ying Throne Hall. 

(3) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, recently acting 
Governor-General at Canton, by an act uf 
Special Grace, is allowed to ride within the 
forbidden precincts. 





Yi Hsiang, the chief | 
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(4) A Decree acknowledying the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Censor Téng 
Ch‘eng-hgiu praying His Majesty to con- 
demn certain officials, past and present, 
serving in the Canton province to contri- 
bute large sums out of the enormous for- 
tunes they have realised to the necessities 
of the state. The High Commissioner 
P‘éng Yii-lin, who is at present at Cauton, 
is instructed to make enquiries into the 

truth of these charges and report to the 
‘ Throne. A Postscript Memorial from the 
same Censor calling attention to the fact 
that Wén Yi, Assistant Grand Secretary 
and President of the Board of Punishments 
was a depositor in the ‘‘ Fu Kang” Bank 
in Peking, which has lately failed, to the 
amount of seven to eight hundred thousand 
taels. The Governor and Governor Ad- 
joint of Peking are directed to institute 
enquiries and report, 

(5) A Decree expressing the Imperial re- 
greta at the death of Héng Usiin, Tartar 
General at Hsi-an Fu. All official penalties 
recorded against his name are to be can- 
. celled, his body is to be allowed to be 
brought into Peking for the performance 
of the final obsequies, and his son, who is 
granted’the rank of second class Assistant 
Secretary of a Board, is to be given an 
appointment on his attainment of the pro- 
: per age. ; 

(6) The Imperial regrets are also expres- 
sed at the news of the death of Tsai Ling, 
retired Grand Secretary, a favoured and 
faithful servant of the two previous Em- 
perors, who retired from office on full pay 
after filling the highest post in the State with 
diligence, intelligence, and honesty. A tolo 
pall is to be bestowed upon him. Tsai Lien, 
Imperial Duke of the second degree, is to 
go with ten subalterns of the Imperial 
Guard to offer libations before his remains, 
the brevet of Senior Guardian of the Heir 
Apparent is to be conferred upon him, the 
posthumous honours allotted to Grand 
Secretaries are to be awarded him, and a 
tablet to his memory is to be placed in 
the temple to deceased worthies, while all 
official penalties recorded against his name 
' are to be cancelled. ‘o 

(7) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
reports the receipt of following contribu- 
tions from Canton in aid of the distress in 
Chihli:— 

The Governor-General 

The late Governor  ...........0046 » 1,000 

The Superintendent of Customs ,, 10,000 

The Financial Commissioner ... ,, 1,000 
By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
these officers are to be committed to the 
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Board for the bestowal of marks of distinc- 
tion. 

December 19th.—No documents of im- 
portance, 

December 20th.—(1) The Governor of 
Shantung reports the receipt of the follow- 
ing contributions towards the reliefs of the 
sufferers by flood :— 


Tis. 
Governor-General of Two Kuang......1,000 
Do. Do. Min Cheh......... 1,000 
Governor of Fuhkien ...........0086 oee0e2,000 
(with promise of Tls. 8,000 more to 
be raised by subsciption.) 
Governor of Auhui ......... seevseeeseeeeeed 000 
(with grant from public funds of 
Tis. 10,000.) 
Financial Commissioner Anhui........ . 500 
Acting Judge Do. Seieseens 500 
Judge of Kuangtung ......... seeeccbeeses 1,200 
The Governor of Urumtsi ..........00006 1,000 


> 
Military Commander-in-Chief Do. ,..2,000 
Financial Commissioner Yiinnan ...$1,000 

In according his grateful appreciation 
of the valuable aid that had been 
afforded to suffering people by these charit- 
able and public spirited officers, the Memo- 
rialist must leave it to His Majesty to 
decide whether or no the contributors of 
the larger sums, should receive any honor- 
ary marks of approbation. As regards the 
smaller donations given by the Financial 
and Judicial Commissioners, he will com- 
municate with the high authority of the pro- 
vince in which they are respectively serving 
as to the form in which their charity shall 
be recognised. By a Rescript appended to 
the Memorial the subscribers of the larger 
amounts of Tls. 1,000 and upwards are to 
be committed to the Board for the bestowal 
of the highest marks of distinction, while 
those of smaller amounts are to be rewarded 
proportionately. 

(2) A Postscript Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. In a list of officers in Ch‘ao-chow 
Fu and other places whose names the 
Memorialist recently submitted to His 
Majesty for the bestowal of rewards for 
contributing to the Chihli famine fund, 
was that of Chang Ping-yiin, a District 
Magistrate awaiting selection, whohe begged 
might be allowed to be retained in Kuang- 
tung foremployment. In considering thisand 
other recommendations the Board decided 
that Chang Ping-yiin should be called upon 
to supplement his contribution by a further 
payment which would entitle him to be 
placed on the Kuangtung list. Orders 
were accordingly sent to him to fulfil this 
condition, but he replies that he has not 
the money to do so, and begs that his 
rewards may take the form of an ap- 
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pointment to the post of officer of instruc- 
tions. As the services rendered by this 
officer in raising subscriptions are deserv- 
ing of some recognition, and he has no 
means of paying the additional sum re- 
quired to place him in the class in which 
the Memorialist suggested he should be put, 
he begs to support the application of Chang 
Ping-ytin for an appointment as officer of 
instruction.—Referred to the Board. 
December 21st.—(1) A Decree. In conse- 
quence of the representations of the Censor 
Hsiung Ching-liu some time since, followed 
by the denunciation of Chang P‘ei-lun, 
acting Vice-President of the Court of 
Censors, who attributed the financial 
bankruptcy of the province of Kueichow 
to the scandalous avarice of Lin Chao-yiian, 
the Governor, whom they denounced on 
various counts, we repeatedly called upon 
Tsa‘éu Yii-ying to ascertain the truth or 
the reverse of there charges and to report. 
He has now done so, and has submitted a 
true statement of the case to Us. We find 
that Lin Chao-yiian is endowed with a soft 
and yielding disposition and that he has 
been in the habit of trusting the manage- 
ment of official matters to the Grain Taotai 
Sung Ch‘ang, who acted as Financial Com- 
missioner. In failing to break through 
the bonds of favouritism and friendship at 
a time when the scarcity of funds in the 
exchequer necessitated the issue of monies 
with the strictest impartiality in order 
to balance income with expenditure, Lin 
Chao-yiian has been guilty of shortcom- 
ings for which no excuse can be found. 
We therefore command that Lin Chao- 
yiian and Sung-ch‘ang be committed to 
the Board for the determinated of a 
specially. Lo Ying-yii, expectant ‘Taotai 
in Kueichow, is a man of boastful and 
tricky disposition, and in the conduct of 
special financial duties entrusted to him he 
was guilty of extreme waste and extra- 
vagance; while the acting Tuotai of the 
Kuei Tung Circuit failed to maintain his 
jurisdiction in the same flourishing condi- 
tion as that which he found it, thereby 
giving rise to unfavourable comment. Wang 
Yiian-ch‘ing, prefect of Kuei-yaug, being 
related by marriage to the brother of the 
_ Governor of his province, has shown him- 
self incapable of appreciating the obliga- 
tion he was under to keep at a distance 
from his chief in order to avuid hostile 
remarks, The above officers, together with 
Tseng Yen-ch‘uan, who was guilty of dis- 
creditable transactions in connection with 
the sale of patents of rank in Peking, and 
Lin Tai-heng, prefect of Nan-an Fu in 
Kiangsi, brother of Lin Chao-yiian, who 
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was associated with the said Tseng in the 
sale of patents of rank, are hereby com- 
mitted to the Board for the determina- 
tion of penalties commensurate with the 
shortcomings of which they have respec- 
tively been guilty. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging receipt of a 
report from Ts‘en Yii-ying, Governor- 
General of Yunnan and Kueichow, who 
had been ordered to investigate certain 
charges against the Literary Chancellor of 
the latter province and his predecessor 
brought by the Censor Liu En-po. From 
the Governor General’s report it appears 
that Sun Tsung-hsi, the present Literary 
Chancellor, took upon himself to lock up 
the son of the District Magistrate of P‘u- 
ting because the allowance sent him for 
maintainance during ths time that he was 
holding an examination in An-shun Fu (in 
which prefecture that District is situated) 
was not, in the Literary Chancellor’s op- 
inion, sufficient. He was further guilty of 
exacting fees from candidates; also of 
leving a forced contribution from candi- 
dates for the repair of the examination 
hall. Sun Tsung-hsi is forthwith cashiered. 
Liu Kuo-kuei, his predecessor in office, 
although not guilty of malpractices in per- 
son, failed to restrain his servants from 
exacting fees for maintenance. As, how- 
ever, he has already been dismissed the 
public service on other grounds, the pre- 
sent case against him is abandoned. 

December 22ud.—(1) For Decree igsued 
by order of Empress Dowager granting Tis. 
10,000 to Tso Tsung-t‘ang for relief of 
refugees at Ch‘in-chiang, aud ordering difti- 
cient provinces to contribute to the same 
object, see our issue of the 9th ult. 

(2) A Memorial from the Censor Liu 
En-po. In the month of October last, as 
the Memorialist was passing along the side 


of the stream inside the Tung-an gate of , 


the city, he noticed a coffin lying on the 
western bank of this stream. 
was an epidemic raying at the time, he cou- 
cluded that it was the body of some poor 


As ‘there ° 


person whose relatives could not afford to | 


bury him. Two months having elapsed, 
and the coffin still remaining exposed, the 
Memorialist made enquiries, when he learnt 


that it contained the body of the dis- , 
reputable son of an Imperial Clausman. , 
This Imperial Clausman had carried ona . 


gambling establishment outside the Tung- 
an gate for many years, and his son having 
gone to the place to extort money from his 
father, the latter called up his attendants 
to béat the son, which they did so effec- 
tually that he died shortly after in the 
house of one Pai, inside the gate, where he 
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was carried, almost lifeless, after his beat- 
ing. The gambling establishment is now 
closed, and the father gave his wife and 
his son’s wife a few thousand tiao not 
to be too searching in their enquiries 
as to how the deceased met with his 
death. The reason why the body had 
not been buried was that the Yamén 
had not yet been ‘‘squared.” As is 
well-known to the Office of Gendarmerie, 
there are innumerable gambling establish- 
ments in the inner city kept by Imperial 
Clansmen, but the authorities are afraid 
to take cognisanee of them. While the 
Memorialist considers that itis not worth 
while being too critical about the death of 
the individual in question, who owed his 
decease to his own rashness, it hardly 
seems proper, in view of the value import- 
ance attached to human life, that a body 
should be left exposed to the elements for 
so longatime. If, therefore, His Majesty 
will be good enough to direct that the 
inquest be held and the body buried with 
all despatch, one of the elementary prin- 
ciples of humane administration will have 
been attended to.—By Decree earlier issued 
the necessary procedure was ordered to be 
taken with all promptitude. 

December 23rd. —T'he whole of this day’s 
issue is occupied with the report of Pao 
Yiin and Yén Ching-ming, the two High 
Commissioners appointed to enquire into 
the extortions practised and arbitrary fines 
levied by the Deputy Inspector of Peking 
Customs and the servant of the Superin- 
tendent. The details of this case have 
already been fully noticed in the numerous 


Memorials that have earlier been summar- ~ 


ised, and the result of the investigations of 
the commission, with the penalties they 
sugyest, has been announced in a Decree 
published in the Gazette of the 6th and 
18th inst. At the close of their report the 
Memorialists state that they forward some 
rules they have drawn up in a separate 
Memorial. This document has not yet 
been published. 

December 24th.—(1) A Decree. Pi Tao- 
yuan and Chou Chia-mei report that they 
have, in obedience to command, made 
enquiries as to the monies deposited in 
the ‘Fu K‘ang” Bank by Wén Yii. They 
discover entries in the buoks of the Bank 
to the credit of the ‘‘ Wén” House to the 
extent of Tis. 460,000, Tls. 100,000 of 
which were deposited by Wén Yii on be- 
half of his brother Wén Hui. They pray 
that. Wén Yi may be called upon to give 
an explanation of the entry of the remain- 
ing Tls. 360,000 to the credit of the house 
of Wén. We hereby call upon Wén Yii 
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for an explicit report. (Note.—This case 
is one of the instances quoted by the 
Censor Teng Ch‘éng-hsiu in the Memorial 
acknowledged in the Decree of the 18th 
December, Q.v.) 


(2) Wén Haiu (FA) is appointed Cap- 
tain General of the Bordered Blue Banner 


Corps and T‘uan To-pu (Ht & Th) Cap- 
tain General of the Plain Yellow hun chiin 
Banner. 

(3) The following appointments are also 
announced : 


Fu K‘un iia 


) Senior Police Provost 
of the Gendarmerie, Peking. 


Sung Shén e#) Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Buard of Revenue. 


Hai Ching (BR is unior Vice-President 
of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(4) A Decree. The Censor Tséng Pei- 
ch‘i represents the necessity of laying down 
uniform rules for the conduct of the field 
exercises required from candidates for 
military degrees, and the advisability of 
conducting the literary portion of the 
examination that these candidates are called 
upon to undergo in a similar manner to 
the examinations of candidates for a literary 
degree. Let the Board of War consider 
his proposals and report. 

(5) A Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
reporting that his efforts for the reorganisa- 
tion of the salt system of the Liang Huai 
has surpassed his most sanguine expecta- 
tions. He would humbly premise that the 
Kiangnan region stands foremost in the 
empire as a revenue-producing area, and 
amongst the sources of revenue in this 
region there is none so prolific as the salt 
trade of the Two Huai. Could this trade 
be developed to its full extent the revenue 
receipts therefrom would daily increase, 
and it is a fixed and immutable axiom that 
increase of revenue places more resources 
at the disposal of the state. After his as- 
sumption of his present office, at the ex- 
press desire of the salt merchants who had 
more recently embarked in the trade, and 
under repeated pressure from the Board to 
increase the number of permits issued, the 
Memorialist first asked His Majesty’s 
sanction to the issue of additional permits 
for salt to be sold in the Hu Kuang 
area, and, subsequently, proposed that a 
similar addition should be made in the 
Auhui and Northern Huai areas. In mak- 
ing these suygestions he was actuated by a 
desire to augment the revenue of the em- 
pire and at the same time meet the wishes 
of the merchants engaged in this particular 








branch of trade. He had, however, failed 
to foresee that the arrangement he proposed 
would benefit Hu Kuang at the expense 
of Szechuen, (from whence the Hu Kuang 
salt used to come), and His Majesty, having 
been troubled with many complaints on 
this head, was good enough to point out to 
Memorialist an expedient that would meet 
the difficulty, directing him to reduce the 
number of permits but to raise their price. 
In humble obedience to these commands 
he reduced the number of Hu Kuang 
permits from 150,000 to 30,000, and the 
Anhui permits from 42,000 to 17,760. In 
Hu Kuang the business was entrusted to 
new merchants who were invited to un- 
dertake it; in Anhui the old corporation 
carried on the trade. As the arrangement 
thus made did not on the one hand inter- 
fere with the old permits, and at the same 
time facilitated the circulation of the new, 
it met the wishes of both parties. The 
result has been an increase of consign- 
ments and sales on every hand that con- 
trasts very favourably with the transactions 
of previous years. Since the assumption of 
his present post by the Memorialist some 
twenty one months ago he has been en- 
abled to remit for defence purposes, river 
works etc., upwards of five million taels, 
a figure that has never been reached for 
the past twenty years, the highest amount 
annually collected during that time not 
exceeding two millions odd, except in the 
case of one or two years when three mil- 
lions were raised. Duriny the year 1881 the 
receipt were upwards of ‘l'aels 2,890,000, 
exclusive of Tls. 1,300,000 paid for licences. 
At the close of the present year the Me- 
morialist proposes to submit a detailed 
statement of the sums received from this 
source and how they have been expended. 
December 25th.—(1) A Decree. We 
yesterday called upon Wén Yii to furnish 
an explanation of the origin of the sums 
which the Governor and Governor Adjoint 
of Peking have discovered to his credit in 
the books of the ‘‘ Fu K‘ang” Bank. He 
now reports that during his official career 
he rose from the rank of Taotai to that of 
Governor-General, and has repeatedly held 
Customs appointments. During that period 
his anti-extortion allowances and salary 
had accumulated to the sum of T'ls. 360,000, 
which he had paid in at different periods to 
the ‘Fu Kang” Bank. While We credit 
Wén Yii with giving Us an ungarnished 
report of the facts, as the sum in question 
is, comparatively speaking, large, let him 
be called upon to contribute ‘I'ls. 100,000 
to the necessities of the State. The Gov- 
ernor of Peking will recover this money 
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from the Bank as an official charge upou 
the assets. 

(2) A Decree. P‘an Ch‘ien-t‘ung, Tutor 
of the Imperial College, addresses Us on 


the importance of maintaining the restric- . 


tions upon access to the Palace. He is 
informed, he says, that a majority of the 
eunuchs bring friends into the Palace who 
have no business there, and that with the 
number of sila or servants attached to the 
various salons there must certainly be many 
who are substitutes doing duty under the 
name of the real individual. The strictest 
decorum and quiet should prevail in so 
important. a place as the Forbidden City, 
and idlers or those who have no business 
can certainly not be permitted to enter 
therein, Let the Comptroller of the Im- 
perial Household, the Commandant of the 
Vanguard Division and the Captain General 
of the Guards see to it that no eunuch or 
sula introduces any stranger or idler into 
the Palace under pain of immediate and 
condign punishment. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a Memorial from Yén Ching- 
ming and Pao Yiin who consider one by one 
the irregularities practised by the under- 
lings of the Peking Custums, as pointed 
out by the Censor Shang Hsien, and the 
remedies he proposes to apply. The re- 
medies suggested by the Censor were as 
follows :— 

1.—That the domestic servants of the 
Superintendents should not be allowed to 
interfere in the inspection of goods, which 
should be entrusted to responsible officials, 
who should be severely punished for avy 
irregularities. 

The Memorialists explain that the regu- 
lations require that duly qualified officials 
shall superintend the examination of goods 
by Customs runners, but of late years these 
officers have delegated their duties to the 
runners and servants. ‘They now propose 
that the Superintendent be instructed to 
order his wei-yiian to remain alwaye in the 
front room of the Customs Office to super- 
intend in person the examination of goods 
and the receipt of duties. Servants should 
not be allowed inside the office at all, but 
should wait outside for their orders, The 
wei-ytian will thus be close to his work 
and better able to take cognisance of what 
is going on. The penalties fur derelictions 
of duty on the part of these officers are 
already laid down so that no further rules 
on this subject are required. The con- 
sideration of rules of a similar nature for 
the examination of goods at provincial 
Custom Houses rests jvith the Board of 
Revenue and not with the Memorialists. 
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2.—The Censor suggests that the Super- 


; intendent of Customs shall be made respon- 


sible for the shortcomings of his wei-yiiun 
unless the latter is promptly removed upon 
the commission of any act of extortion or 
otherirregularity. Both the Superintendent 
and Deputy Superintendent are in the habit 
of appointing a wei-yiian as a substitute for 
themselves, whose name is previously sub- 


« mitted to the Emperor for approval. These 
' twei-ydan have large powers entrusted to 


them, and it would hardly be just to make 
the Superintendents responsible for their 
shortcomings to the extent suggested by 
the Censor, while it would be equally in- 
expedient to make the penalty tov insigni- 
ficant. The Memorialists now propose that 
if any such wei-yiéun be denounced from 
an outside source and found guilty of 
extortion or irregularity, the Superinten- 
dents shall be visited with heavy penalties. 

3 —The Censor proposes the publication 
of rules under which fines are to be levied 
and duties collected to avoid the imposition 
of exorbitant rates of duty under various 


' names, and the numerous vexatious practices 


to which goods that have paid duty at the 
Lu Kou Ch‘iao or other outside stations 
are subjected on arrival at Peking. These 
rules would also prevent the searching of 
the packs carried by porters, and the carts 
of ladies entering the capital, who are 
intimidated in a hundred different ways 
into paying the démands of the Customs 
runners, who give different names to these 
fees, The Oensor further states that Cus- 


_ toms detectives are ranging the country to 


a distance of one or two hundred li from 


_ the Capital on the look out for smuggled 


goods, 

The law lays down that smuggled goods 
shall pay a fine of four of five times the 
value in proportion as this is great or 
small, while the fine may be increased to 
ten times the value in the case of an inve- 
terate offender. The law being precise on 
the subject, any person agyrieved should be 
at liberty to lodge a complaint at the office of 
any one of the five Metropolitan Censors, 
whose duty it would be to enquire into 
the matter and denounce the perpetrators 
of any irregularity to His Majesty. The 
Lu Kou Ch‘iao is merely an inspecting 


Station, and duties caunot be levied there 


or at the various gates of Peking. Any 
attempt to levy fees under the denomina- 
tion of subsistence money or duty at these 
places should, therefore, be punished. As 
regards the taxation of goods carried by 
porters, the principle is laid down in 
the Dynastic [ustitutes that duties shall 
be levied on the commodities of travel- 
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ling merchants and traders on a large 
scale, and no mention is made of the mia- 
cellaneous necessaries of daily life that are 
carried by the humble classes. The Me- 
morialists therefore propose that in future 
all miscellaneous articles of daily consump- 
tion, such as are carried by porters, pack- 
men, pedlars and the like shall be exempt 
from duty. As regards the inspection of the 
carts of the wives of officials and others, 
provided that dutiable articles are sent to 


the wu (% or bureau for examination, 


and payment of the tariff duty, or that 
any large boxes or packages carried by the 
servants in excess of reasonable luggage 
are reported for examination, ordinary per- 
sonal effects and the carts of ladies should 
be free from inspection if the wei-yiian 
at the gates are satisfied that they do not 
contain dutiable articles and should at once 
be allowed to pass in. Petty Customs 
officers and others should also be strictly 
forbidden to exact fees of avy kind what- 
ever. As regards the investigations of 
Customs detectives at a distance from 
the city, under a decree issued in the 
second year of Hsien Féng it was laid 
down that traders were not at liberty to 
evade the regular tax stations by taking 
circuitous routes, and Customs detectives 
were also forbidden to go beyond the limits 
of certain beats that were specified. The 
Memorialists would now proprose that the 
inspection made by these detectives be 
limited to the markets in the suburbs, 
and that they be prohibited from mak- 
ing seizures or stopping goods upon the 
roads or in transitu; still less should 
they be permitted to pay domiciliary visits 
to private houses under the pretence of 
finding smuggled goods and seizing the 
same. Acts of this nature should be punish- 
ed most severely, As regards the sug- 
gestion of the Censor that a Customs Censor 
should be appointed, in former years there 
were two such ofticers, but the post was 
abolished in the year 1843, as it was found 
to lead to abuses, and the general super- 
vision of Customs matters was entrusted to 
the five Metropolitan Censors and the Censor 
of the Kiang-nan Circuit. The Memori- 
alists would suggest that these Censors be 
called upon by His Majesty to exercise the 
powers of supervision grauted them by 
Imperial Decree in the reign Tao Kuang. 
In conclusion they hope that the Superin- 
tendent may be directed to pay frequent 
visits of inspection to the Customs oftice ; 
if, as the Censor Shang Hsien predicts, 
this leads to its being set on fire by the 
underlings they must ba dealt with when 
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the occasion arises. A list of rules, sixteen 
in number, is forwarded separately by the 
Memorialists, but not published in the 
Gazette. 

December 26th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Pao Yiin and Yén Ching-ming submitting 
a set of Regulations, sixteen in number, 
for the prevention of extortion and abuse 
in the collection of the Customs and Octroi 
dues levied upon articles brought into the 
city of the Peking. The following is the 
substance of the Rules in question :— 


1.—The Superintendent of Customs shall 
suspend outside the door of the Customs 
establishment copies of the Imperial De- 
crees issued in the 5th year of Chia Ch‘ing 
and in the 2nd year of Tao Kuang forbid- 
ding extortionate practices on the part of 
Customs underlings under pain of severe 
penalties. 


2.—The Superintendent of Customs and 
his Deputy have hitherto been in the habit 
of nominating a civil and a military wei- 
yiian, whose duty it is to exercise general 
supervision over the collection of duties 
and the examination of goods. It is essen- 
tial that these wei-yiian should be men of 
intelligence and integrity, but of late a 
practice has sprung up on the part of the 
Superintendent and his Deputy of recom- 
mending their relatives to this post, which 
has given rise to many abuses. 

3.—The wei-yiian so appointed must not 
be recommended to His Majesty without 
due care, and the number must be strictly 
limited to two, instead of ten or twenty, as 
is sometimes the case. 

4.—Care must be taken in the selection 
of ofticers to take charge of the branch 
stations at the Lu-kou Ch‘iao, Hai-tien, 
Pan-pi Tien, Nan-k‘on, Mu-chia Ku, and 
Kalgan. At Kalgan and Tung-pa, where 
there is an indiscriminate mixture of Chi- 
nese and foreign merchants, the work of in- 
spection is especially difficult, as many 
devices are resorted to by crafty mer- 
chants to evade the payment of duty. 
Hence the necessity of special care in the 
selection of Inspectors for these two 
posts, which should always be filled by 
competent officers who are constantly in 
residence. When cases arise in which 
Chinese and foreign tea merchants are in- 
terested and any doubt exists in the mind 
of the Inspector, he should at once apply 
to the Superintendent, who will write to 
tho Tsung-li Yamen asking them to en- 
quire carefully into the case, which must 
not be left to the uncontrolled discretion 
of : supernumerary oflicer to be dealt 
with, 
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5.—An Inspector must always be in . 
residence at the above named stations, ; 
instead of, as heretofore, entrusting his 
duties to underlings and servants. 

6.—The thirteen gates of Peking have ; 
hitherto been in the charge of clerks and 
private servants of the Superintendent. 
Two otticers should be appvinted to each 
gate, one of whom should always be on . 
duty, ; : : 

7.—The office of Customs detective shall 
be tilled by petty military officers and not 
by the domestic servants of this or that ° 
influential family. e 

8.—These detectives shall be supplied 
with uniforms anda “ belt ticket,” upon 
which last the name of the bearer shall be, 
inscribed, and the gate to which he is at- 
tached. A list of the numbers of detectives 
employed at each gate must be forwarded 
annually to the Board of Revenue, and all 
changes reported as they are made. 

9.—The printed Tariff and a list of duty- 
free articles shall be suspended in a con- 
spicuous place outside the Custom House 
and the thirteen gates ef the city, as well 
as all outside stations. A printed volume 
of this tariff etc. shall be issued by each 
Superintendent on assuming office and 
furnished to every house of business. 

10.—All local products, such as fruit 
etc., with the exception of pears, grown in 
the Western Hills or other places in the 
neighbourhood of Peking shall be free of 
duty, whether carried by porters or other- 
wise, nor shall any fees be levied upon 
them at Lu-kou Ch‘iao or any other 
station, 

11.—Duty receipts shall hereafter be 
made out in triplicate, and one given to 
the person who pays the duty, a second 
sent to the Board of Revenue, and the 
third retained at the Customs Ottice. 

12.—The duty memos handed in by 
owners of goods or their agents must be 
made out only for the goods actually be- 
longing to each applicant. It is often the 
case that several firms have their various 
consignments of goods brought up in one 
cart or load. Separate duty memos must 
be made out for each separate parcel. The 
consignment must not be lumped under the 
name of one firm. 

13.—Full penalties shall be enforced in 
the event of collusion being discovered 
between traders and Customs employés to 
defraud the revenue. ‘he latter are fre- 
quently bribed to wink at irregularities on 
a large scale, and endeavour to make ashow 
of maintaining the majesty of the law and 
displaying their activity by seizing some 
wretched seller of eggs, wine, or the like 
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and making an example of him on the pre- 
text that he has been smuggling, while 
they connive at frauds on a larye scale. 
| 14.—The amount of the legal fine to 
{ which an offender has rendered himself 
: liable must be entered on his evidence 
| sheet before he is called upon to sign it. 
i The practice has hitherto been to make the 
offender sign his evidence sheet acknow- 
ledging his liability to a fine, which is 
afterwards entered for any amount from 
several hundred to several thousand taels 
‘as the wei yiian may think fit, and the 
offender is kept in custody until he pays. 
The fines laid down in the tariff being 
limited in amount can easily be paid on 
.the spot without the application of torture 
or other forcible means, A list of fines for 
the past month, and the goods against 
which they were levied must be exposed 
outside the Customs office, and monthly 
returns of these fines must also be sent to 
. the Board of Revenue. 
' 15,—All goods must be examined on the 
. day they are brought for examination, no 
: matter what the hour, on no pretence must 
they be detained over night. Neglect of 
this rule should entail punishment of the 
wei ytian and Superintendents. 
16.—The inns in the neighbourhood of 
_ the Customs known as kuan tien, or ‘* ofti- 
, cial inns,” in which goods are detained 
pending examination, sometimes for days 
or even weeks, and in which carts charged 
with conveying smuggled goods are also 
detained for days toyether, should no longer 
be allowed to be made use of as receiving 
houses for the Customs, as the practice is 
rife with abuse. Any such inn-proprietor 
who ventures to detain carts consigned to 
him by the Customs Office shall have his 
establishment forcibly closed upon the re- 
presentation of the aggrieved party to any 
Metropolitan Censor, and the wei-yiéan 
. shall be denounced and punished. 
December 27th.—(1) A Decree passing 
sentence of dismissal from the public service 
upon Lin Chao-yiian, Governor of Kuei- 
: chou, and the following officers under him. 
Sung Ch‘ang, Grain Taotai and Acting 
; Financial Commissioner. 
Lo Ying-yii, Expectant Taotai. 
Tséng Yén-ch‘iian, Expectant Prefect. 
Su Jung-chuang, Sub-prefect of Lang-tai. 
(See Gazette of December 21st). 
(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced :— 


: VIP +63) 
Chang K‘ai-sung, GEL f,) Governor 
of Kuei-chou. - 


Wu Tzii-fa (He g #8) Grain Taotai of 
Kuei-chou. 
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Chun Man CEE) Commandant of 
Forces at Solun in Ili. 

(3) The Emperor announces his intention 
of going in person to the Ta Kao Tien to 
pray for snow on the 30th inst., services 
being conducted simultaneously at other 
State Temples by princes and nobles whuse 
names are given, 

December 28th.—(1) Wén Hsii, Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Heh-lung Kiang, reports 
the arrival on the station of Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing and Sun Chia-mu, the ofticials 
banished to the Amoor for their complicity 
in the Yiinnan bribery case the details of 
which have been reported in numerous 
Memorials that were published in the first 
half of the present year. These ex-ofticials, 
who arrived under escort upon the 5th of 
November, were sent to the Mang-ting 
station to be employed in tasks of an 
arduous and painful nature. 

(2) The same oflticer reports that in con- 
sequence of the quantity of snow that has 
fallen, he has absolved the brigade of Hsi- 
tan Tartar troops from drill during the 
three winter months. These troops are so 
poorly clad and shod that they are not in a 
condition to undergo ordinary drills during 
the inclement season of the year. 

December 29th.—(1) The following trans- 
fers aud appointments are announced. 


Huang Chao-lin (PX a hS) Director 
General of the Yellow River. 


Kuo Ying ([fR] #%), Judge of Chékiang, 


Li Ping-héng (ASAP Gy), Judge of 


Kuangsi. 


I P‘ei-shen C3 falab, Financial Com- 


missioner of Szechuen, 

K‘uei Pin (AED, Financial Commis- 
sioner of Shausi. 

Kao Ch‘ung-ch‘i (Jey 22 Hb), Judge of 
Shansi. 

(2) Chang K‘ai-sung, who was appointed 
Governor of Kueichow by a decree pub- 
lished in the Gazette of the 27th inst., is 
ordered to proceed to his post at Guvern- 
ment expense with all despatch. 

(3) For Memorial from Censor Téng 
Chéeng-hsiu on the subject of fortunes 
made by Kuangtung officials, refer to our 
issue of the 3lst Jauuary. 

(4) For Memorial from same officer on 
deposit of Wén Yii in Fu K‘ang Bank also 
see our issue of the 3lst January. 

December 30th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Censor ‘Iu Jén-shou praying Ilis 
Majesty to enforce the old regulations 
regarding the hours of opening and elesing 
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the palace and city gates, and to conform 
the time of the Court sittings to these 
hours, Of late years, the gates of the 
Imperial and Forbidden cities have been 
opened at midnight and the door of the 
Ch‘ien Ch‘ing Audience Hall at 2 a.m. 
which necessitates continuous movement 
throughout the night of underlings on duty 
and officials high and low. The Memo- 
rialist then proceeds to quote various 
authorities, such as the Book of Rites, the 
History of Ssiima Kuang, the Dynastic 
Institutes, and other works to prove that 
dawn is the proper hour for opening the 
gates, and that the Court should sit as soon 
as the sun is up. No gate should be opened 
between dusk and dawn except under special 
command from His Majesty, and the fact 
should be reported the following morning ; 
and in the case of special message or some 
military order of importance from His 
Majesty having to be despatched, the fact 
must be reported to the Office of Gendar- 
merie and also brought to the notice of 
His Majesty the following morning. In 
the 21st year of K‘ang Hsi, His Majesty, 
in view of the hardship entailed upon 
Ministers by their attendance at Court at 
too early an hour, fixed 7.30 a.m. in spring 
and summer and8 a.m in autumn and winter 
as the hours for holding his Court. Again, 
in the 32nd year of the reign, all officials 
above the age of sixty years were allowed 
by special decree to attend Court once 
every two or three days, and Grand 
Secretaries every three or four days. The 
Memorialist is well aware that the city 
gates are opened at their present early 
hour in consequence of His Majesty’s firm 
intention to avoid any suspicion of idleness 
or remissnesss, but he would point out 
that midnight to 1 a.m. is not daylight, 
but the night of the previous day, and the 
arrangement that prevails of keeping the 
gates half open and half shut at this hour 
renders the onerous work of supervision 
more difficult still, It is probable that some 
of the palace robberies last year are due to 
this very cause. The Memorialist feels it 
his duty to pray His Majesty, in conformity 
with the precedent set by His Illustrious 
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Predecessors, to abandon extremes and | 
follow a middle course in the hoursof closing | 
and opening the city gates in conformity | 
with the requirements of rest by night and 
work by day and in the interests of the 
health of Her Majesty the Empress Dowager 
and His Majesty himself. By this adoption 
of moderate hours the interests of Govern- 
ment will be served, and there will be no 
fear of any such unsatisfactory results as 
are predicted by the philosopher Chu from 
excess of work or the opposite extreme. 

December 3lst.—The only document of 
interest in this day’s issue is a long Memo- 
rial from Yu Po-ch‘uan, one of the Super- 
intendents of the Imperial Granaries at 
T‘ung Ch’ow who was associated with the 
Governor of Shantung in the organisation 
of measures of relief for the sufferers by, 
flood in that province, but was recalled in 
the summer of the present year, giving a 
further statement of his views as to the 
means that should be adopted for the pre- 
vention of the periodical bursting of the 
embankments of the Yellow River which 
are productive of such widespread devasta- ; 
tion and misery. These suggestions are 
the outcome of serious reflection since his 
return to the Oapital, and have been 
prompted by the intelligence of fresh dis- 
asters in Shantung during the autumn of 
the present year. The paper is long aud 
complicated, referring to so many channels, 
embankments, and other works which can- 
not be identified without reference to | 
special plans, that a translation would 
hardly repay perusal. The Memorialist’s 
suggestions resolve themselves into a 
scheme for relieving the pressure on the 
Yellow River embankments during times 
of flood by clearing the beds of two old 
rivers known as the T‘u-hai and Ma-chia, 
and connecting them with the Yellow River 
at a place called Tu-chia Kou in Li-ch‘éng 
Hsien, and Wu-lung T‘an in Ch ‘ang-ch ‘ing 
Hsien respectively. These rivers will have 
to be cleared to a uniform depth of ten 
feet and a width of 400 feet, and as the 
expense will be considerable, he prays that 
his scheme may first be considered by the 
officers of the Central Government. 
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Original from 


Digitized by Google UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


BIOGRAPHICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


HIGH OFFICIALS COMPOSING THE CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENTS OF CHINA. 


{Norg.—This Table, which first appeared in the China Review, has been revised to 
the end of 1883.] 


In the China Review of June, 1878, there appeared a Table of Chinese 
Provincial Officials, compiled from notes that the late Mr. Mayers had 
made during his long residence in China. Mr. Mayers intended, had his 
life been spared, to have prepared a much fuller record of the services of 
the principal metropolitan and provincial officials, and such a work from 
his pen would have been as valuable as interesting. The following Paper 
is an attempt to carry out on a very small scale Mr. Mayers’ design. ‘ 

At present, unless from his own experience, any knowledge of the 
previous career of a Chinese official on the part of a foreigner must be 
exceptional. There is no work in a Western language to which reference 
can be made when a question arises as to the history of men and events 
in China since the Treaty of 1860. The Chinese do not write biographies 
of living statesmen; and there is no publication in Chinese giving the 
posts that a man has held previously to his present appointment. Unless 
access can be obtained to an official’s lili * a RE) or t ER 4; or 
to the records of the Board of Civil Office, the student of modern Chinese 
biography is reduced to blue books and the files of the Peking Gazette. 

Where the search for reliable information is so difficult, mistakes are 
sure to abound; and it is undoubtedly so in the present case. For 
instance, it is often stated by foreigners with the best reputation for 
Chinese scholarship that Li Hung-chang is the son of a small farmer, 
and that he learnt the Classics while following the plough on his father’s 
farm, which of course would do him great credit—if it were true. In 
fact, however, the Grand Secretary is no exception to the rule that 
successful scholars come of old literary families; for he can boast five 
generations of lettered ancestors, and his father was a Fellow of the 
Hanlin College. 





* The account of his previous career which every official must take with him 
when granted audience by the Emperor. 

+ The copy of his approved essay which every successful candidate at either 
of the higher examinations has printed for the edification of his friends. Besides the 
essay itself many particulars as to the author’s parentage, &c. &c., are given. 


Google 


Notes and Explanations. 


(1) The ensuing Table includes the Ministers of the Grand Council, 
the Grand Secretariat, and the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, composing the 
executive of the Central Government; and all civilian officers of the 
Provincial Governments above the rank of Taotai, with the exception of 
the Literary Chancellors (Hstieh Chéng 83. BY). These officers take no 
part in the administration of executive government, and their names 
would merely cumber a List intended for the use of foreigners. In 
addition, all officers of and above the rank of Taotai concerned with 
International business in China or abroad have been included. 

(2) Besides the posts held after reaching the rank of Taotai, as far 
as they could be ascertained, the writer has entered in the List the native 
Province of each official, and his ch‘u shén cH ) or mode of first 
appointment, whether by purchase or by obtaining a literary degree, and, 
if the latter, the degree taken. The data thus obtained suggest several 
considerations of interest. 

To those who regard China as under a foreign yoke it will seem 
strange that out of the 156 officials in this List, forming as they 
undoubtedly do the Supreme Government of the country, only 33 should 
be Manchus; yet such is the fact. The proportion of Manchus in the 
military service is perhaps greater; but it should be remembered that in 
China emphatically cedunt arma toge. 

It would appear that the purchase of office, from which huge sams 
have been obtained by the Government during the last twenty years, has 
affected to # very small extent indeed the higher offices in the State. 
Only 18 officials out of the 156 names in the List obtained their first 
appointment by purchase, and of these only 4 have reached the rank of 
Judicial Commissioner. 


(3) In order to give an idea of the area of selection from which 
those who obtain the higher literary degrees in China are taken, the 
following rough estimate has been prepared. 

Taking 30 years as the average age at which the degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate is obtained, and supposing European mortality 
tables to hold good, each man may be expected to live 32 years after 
taking that degree; and the examination being triennial, with the 
addition of ngén k‘é ( aA Fb or Special Grace Examinations, which may 
be estimated at 4 in the 32 years, there will be alive at one time 14 
persons who have received the degree of Primus, and 4,900 Metropolitan 
Graduates, 350 being selected at each examination. Taking 25 years as 
the average age at which the degree of Provincial Graduate is taken, a 
man may be expected to live 36 years after taking the degree, and the 
other conditions being the same as with the Metropolitan Graduates, there 
will be alive at one time 21,168 Provincial Graduates, 1,323 being 
selected at each examination. Following Mr. Hippisley, who places the 
population of China at two hundred and fifty million, there will be 125 
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million males, of whom, according to the rough native estimate,* one- 
fifth or 25 million receive enough education to bring them within the 
area of selection. Then Primus is one in 1,785,000, a Metropolitan 
Graduate one in 5,100, and a Provincial Graduate one in 1,180. Mr. 
Galton, in his ‘Hereditary Genius,” fixes the value of the epithet 
“ eminent ” when used in that work as one in 4,000, and ‘‘ illustrious” as 
one ina million. The distinction at home, which bears most resemblance 
to that of Primus in China, is perhaps that of Senior Wrangler a} 
Cambridge. Taking 23 as the average age of entrance to the Mathema- 
tical Tripos, there will be 37 Senior Wranglers alive at one time, 37 
being the expectation of life for a man at 23 years of age. The number 
of males in Great Britain is nearly 16 million. Taking the same 
proportion as in China, viz., } of that number as the area of selection, or 
3,200,000, a Senior Wrangler would be one in 86,500. This comparison 
will not bear scrutiny : it is suggested merely as a help towards forming 
a rough idea of the value of degrees in China. 

(4) An admirable account of the various official ranks and degrees 
mentioned in the following Table, will be found in Mr. Mayers’ ‘“‘ Chinese 
Government,” whence the English equivalents given below have been 
taken in every case. 

The following abbreviations have been employed :— 

M. 45=Metropolitan Graduate of the year 1845. 

Pr.—Primus ; §.=Secundus; T.—Tertins ; Q.—Qnuartus. 

P. G.=Provincial Graduate. 

L.=Licentiate. 

H.=Honorary Degree eS ZE}. 

M. S.=Military Service ( Hy). 

P.=Parchase (Be +}. 

To save space the first two fignres have been omitted in writing the 
year, e.g. 79=1879. 

Ma.=Manchu. 

Mg.=Mongul. 

H.=Han-chiin, (R El, the Chinese who went over to the Manchu 
side, when the latter possessed themselves of the Throne in the 17th 
century—Chinese Bannermen, 

Chkg.—Chéhkiang ; Chlii—Chihli; Fkn.—Fuhkien ; Ho.—Honan ; 
Hn.—Hunan; Hp.—Hupeh; Kan.—Kansuh; Kgsi—Kiangsi; Kgsn. 
—Kiangsu; Kwei.—Kweichow; Kwtg.—Kwangtung ; Kwsi.—Kwangsi ; 
Negh.—Nganhwei; Shen.—Shensi; Shsi.—Shansi; Shtg.—Shantung ; 
Szch.—Szech‘wan ; Yiin.—Yiinnan ; Two Kwang, Governor-Generalship 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi; Two Kiang, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, and 
Kiangsi; Min Chéh, Fohkien and Chéhkiang; Yiin Kwet, Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. 


* + Bs L Bg in the proportion of 2-4-2-2, 
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x*x The following Officers have been removed from the foregoing table:— 











Chang Hsien, forced to resign ...Sept. 8, 1880 
Chin Kuo-shén, died ................4 Aug. 1879 
Chiin-chi, recalled ..................... 1880 
Ch‘ung-hou, cashiered ............... Jan. 1880 
Ean-hsi, died .+0an, 1878 
Fang Ting-lu, superseded............ ° 1880 
Fu Chiing-i, dismissed ............... March 1880 
Ho Chao-ying, ordered to Peking 

as unfit for his post. ............ Nov. 1880 
Hsia Haien-lun, died .................. . 1879 
Kung-heiian, dismissed 1881 
Li Ch‘ao-i, died ............ 1881 
Ling Chieh, died....................... 1881 
Liu Hai-hung, dismissed ............ April 1881 
Liu Ping-lin, retired in ill-heath, 

1879 ; diod.......... eee eeeeeeeeeeee 1882 


Google 


Pao-héng, dismissed .................. Jan. 1881 
Shén Kuei-jén, died ..................Feb, 1881 
Shih Jung-kuang, forced to retire.Jan. 1881 
Sun I-yen, retired ............... 00 April 1880 
Ting Shih-pin, dismissed ............ March 1879 
Ting Shou-ch‘ang, died ..............June 1880 
Tsai Féng-nien, dismissed..... ...... Aug. 1879 
Tséng-shou, died..................ceeee 1879 
Wang Fu-pao, retired in mourning 1876 
Wang Hua-t‘ang, ,, 5, ” 1878 
Wéo-bui, died ............ccceeceeeeeeee 1879 
Wén-ké, diemissed .................0008 July 1879 
Weo-pin, died .............ccceeceeeee oe July 1880 
Yang Chung-ya, died...... ........... Feb. 1850 
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